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Most weekly indicators of 
economic activity were in a 
better place than the previous 
week as the economy contin-
ued to find its way back to 
normalcy. 

There were 1,270 Covid-19 
cases in the last 24 hours. 
There were nearly 350,000 
daily cases detected at the 
Omicron peak in January. 

Indians registered 66,000 
more vehicles in the week 
ending March 27 than in the 
previous one, shows govern-
ment data. The total number 
of vehicles registered was 
372,674. This is 6.8 per cent 
higher than the 349,033 vehi-
cles registered in the same 
period in 2019 before the pan-
demic took hold (see chart 1). 

Traffic congestion held 
steady. There was marginally 
less traffic congestion in 
New Delhi, while Mumbai’s 
traffic congestion inched 
higher, according to data 
from global location technol-
ogy firm TomTom Interna -
tional (see chart 2). 

Airlines recorded more 
passengers flying to destina-
tions within the country. 
There were 2.5 million air pas-
sengers in the latest week 
compared to 2.4 million pas-
sengers in the previous one 
(see chart 3). 

Power generation grew fur-
ther last week as temperatures 
continue to rise across the 
country. Power utilities across 
the country generated 4,402 
million units of electricity on 
average per day during the 
week ended March 27, 2022 
(based on reporting day data), 
up 7.7 per cent year-on-year 
from 4,087 MUs during the 
corresponding week in FY21. 
The generation was, however, 
up 46.6 per cent over the cor-
responding week in FY20 and 
1.7 per cent higher on a week-
on-week basis (see chart 4). 

The Indian Railways 
recorded higher growth in the 

quantity of goods it 
carried. Growth was 
6.4 per cent com-
pared to 1.4 per cent 
in the previous 
week. Growth in the 
amount of money it 
made from carrying 
these goods was 11.5 
per cent compared to 5.4 per 
cent in the previous week (see 
chart 5). 

Overall mobility appeared 
to moderate, based on search 

engine Google’s 
reports using 
anonymised loca-
tion data. Retail and 
recreation visits 
were 4.1 per cent 
higher than they 
were before the 
Covid-19 cases first 

began to rise. This is lower 
than the previous week’s 10.7 
per cent growth (see chart 6). 

Business Standard tracks 
these indicators as a way of 

getting a current picture of 
the economy. Official macro-
economic data is often 
released with a lag. Analysts 
globally have been tracking 
similar indicators. They  
help measure the immediate 
economic impact of rising 
cases or restrictions. Google 
releases its data with a lag. 
The latest is as of March 24. 
Traffic data is for March 28, 
9am. All other data is as  
of March 27.

RECOVERY TRACKER

4: ELECTRICITY GENERATION IS RISING

Note: Power generation based on reporting day data (million units, seven-day rolling average) 
Source: National Load Despatch Centre

Freight growth is higher than before, traffic congestion holds steady

Gains in vehicle registration, power 

Retail and 
recreation visits 
were 4.1 per cent 
higher than they 
were before the 
Covid-19 cases 
first began  
to rise

6: RETAIL AND RECREATION VISITS DIP 

Note: Latest update is as of March 24, based on location data as processed by the company. The 
percentage change is compared to a baseline value for thesame day of the week, calculated on 
a median basis during the 5-week period Jan 3–Feb 6, 2020. The chart shows a seven-day 
rolling average of visits to each category. Residential data refers to change in time spent at 
home. 
Source: Google LLC “Google COVID-19 Community Mobility Reports”, Our World In Data

1: MORE VEHICLE 
REGISTRATIONS

Note: Based on road transport offices (RTOs) 
for which Vahan data is available. 
Source: Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways
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2. TRAFFIC CONGESTION 
HOLDS STEADY

MumbaiNew Delhi

n   Change in traffic congestion from 2019 
(latest week in %) 

n   Change in traffic congestion from 2019 
(previous week in %)

Note: Refers to change in Monday morning  
(9 am) traffic congestion. Comparison is 
made to 2019 levels. 
Source: TomTom International

-36 -35
-44-43

5: IMPROVEMENT IN 
FREIGHT GROWTH

Note: For seven days ending Sunday. 
Source: Indian Railways

Freight loading  
(quantity)

Freight revenue 
(value)

n Change vs same week last year  
(as of March 20, in %) 

n Change vs same week last year  
(as of March 27, in %) 
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The Academy Awards telecast was 
packed with much of what got left 
out of last year’s pandemic-hindered 

show, offering a trio of women hosts, a 
return to lavish musical productions and a 
big dose of comedy, much of it edgier than 
usual for the Oscars. 

It was a bit of that testy humour, deliv-
ered by comedian Chris Rock and found 
offensive by actor Will Smith, that led to 
Sunday night’s biggest moment — a nom-
inated actor slapping a presenter in the face 
in anger on live national television. 

The unprecedented physical altercation 
upstaged the final half hour of the show 
and will certainly go down as one of 
the most memorable moments in 
Oscar history. 

It also is sure to thrust the 
Oscars, facing steadily sagging 
TV viewership in recent years, 
back in the cultural conversation, 
though probably not in the way 
organisers imagined. 

The surreal confrontation was sparked 
when Smith, a best-actor nominee, took 
umbrage at Rock for making a crack about 
his wife’s closely shaven hair as the come-
dian was about to present the award for 
best documentary. 

Smith suddenly strode onto the stage 
and slapped Rock hard across the face with 
his open hand. The actor then turned and 
took his seat again beside his spouse, actress 
Jada Pinkett Smith, who suffers from a hair 
loss condition called alopecia. 

Smith then repeatedly shouted a vul-
garity at Rock in defence of his wife. 

Rock, visibly stunned but maintaining 
his composure, acknowledged he had just 
been smacked by Smith and jokingly said 
the incident made for the “greatest night 
in the history of television”. 

It certainly overshadowed the evening. 
Seeking to lighten the mood moments, 

co-host Amy Schumer, emerged back on 
stage from a previous gag to feign ignorance 
of the whole affair: “Did I miss anything? 
There seems to be a different vibe in here.” 

Veteran actor Anthony Hopkins made 
mention of the episode before presenting 
the best-actress award, saying, “Well, what 
an evening,” adding, “Will Smith said it all.” 

Smith had more to say as he took the 
stage again as winner of the best-actor 
award for portraying Richard Williams, the 
father and coach of tennis greats Venus and 
Serena Williams in the biopic King Richard. 

A tearful Smith apologised to the 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences and fellow nominees during his 
acceptance speech, in which he started off 
saying, “Richard Williams was a fierce 
defender of his family.” 

He left the stage to a standing ovation, 
after telling the crowd, “I hope the academy 
invites me back.” 

Recapturing the glitz 
Returning to its home venue at the Dolby 
Theatre in Hollywood, the telecast sought 
to recapture much of the customary glitz 
and live entertainment that went missing 

when Covid-19 forced the scaled-down 2021 
event into a rail station. 

In addition to Beyonce’s appearance, 
Sunday’s show featured musical by such 
stars as Billie Eilish, Reba McEntire and the 
cast of the Oscar-winning best animated 
feature, Encanto. 

After going for three years without a 
master of ceremonies, one notable upgrade 
to the Oscars was that it boasted three co-
hosts — comic performers Schumer, 
Wanda Sykes and Regina Hall — marking 
the first Oscar ceremony emceed by a trio 
of women. REUTERS

Violent outburst upstages 
Oscar’s return from Covid

NO JOKE  Will Smith (right) slaps 
presenter Chris Rock on stage after 
taking umbrage at a joke on his wife

BEST PICTURE:         Coda 

KEY 
WINNERS

BEST ACTOR: Will 
Smith ( King 
Richard ) 

BEST ACTRESS: 
Jessica Chastain 
(The Eyes of 
Tammy Faye) 

BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTOR: Troy Kotsur 
(Coda) 

BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS: Ariana 
DeBose (West Side 
Story) 

BEST ORIGINAL 
SCREENPLAY: 
(Belfast) 

BEST ADAPTED 
SCREENPLAY: 
(Coda) 

BEST DOCUMENTARY 
FILM: (Summer  
of Soul) 

BEST INTER -
NATIONAL FEATURE 
FILM: Drive My Car 
(Japan) 

BEST ORIGINAL 
SCORE: Dune 

BEST ORIGINAL 
SONG:  No 
Time to Die 

BEST DIRECTOR: Jane Campion 
(The Power of the Dog)

BEST  
ANIMATED 
FEATURE  
FILM: (Encanto)

3: UPTREND IN AIR PASSENGERS

Note: Data since first Monday of January, numbers cover domestic traffic based on departing 
flights and passengers. Data was not available for March 1-2, the average of the preceding and 
subsequent day has been used.                                                         Source: Ministry of Civil Aviation


