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November 28, 2024  
 
Corporate Relations Department 
BSE Limited 
Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers 
Dalal Street 
Mumbai - 400 001 
 
Scrip Code: 500488 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Subject:  Abbott launches 14 valent Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV-14) That 

Offers Broadest Protection for Children Against Pneumococcal Bacterial 
Infections. 

 
Please find enclosed herewith a Press Release titled “Abbott launches 14 valent 
Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV-14) That Offers Broadest Protection for Children 
Against Pneumococcal Bacterial Infections”, issued by the Company.   
 
This is for your information and record. 
 
For Abbott India Limited 
 
 
 
 
Sangeeta Shetty 
Company Secretary 
Membership No.: ACS 18865 
 
Encl: Press Release  
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Abbott launches 14 valent Pneumococcal Conjugate 
Vaccine (PCV-14) That Offers Broadest Protection 
for Children Against Pneumococcal Bacterial 
Infections 
 
 
• With PneumoShield 14, Abbott is launching a Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV-

14), covering the highest number of strains for children from 6 weeks of age 
 

• Pneumococcal vaccines help address pneumococcal bacterial infections, including 
pneumonia and meningitis, for which children under two years of age are most at risk  
 

• The 14 strains in PneumoShield 14, offer broader protection than current pneumococcal 
vaccines in India  

  

 
 
 

 

Mumbai, India, 27 November 2024 – Abbott, the global healthcare leader, announced 
today the launch of its Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine, PneumoShield 14, for children 
over 6 weeks of age. Abbott’s PCV-14 valent (Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine), offers 
broad protection, covering the highest number of serotypes, or strains, as compared to 
existing PCV-10 and PCV-13 vaccines.  
 
A strain refers to a genetic or structural variant or subtype of a microorganism. The PCV-14 
terminology in Abbott’s PneumoShield 14 vaccine refers to the fact that this vaccine offers 
protection against 14 different strains of pneumococcal bacteria. A conjugate vaccine is a 
distinct type of vaccine that combines a part of the bacteria with a protein to make it work 
better. This helps the immune system recognize and fight off the bacteria more effectively, 
making it stronger against certain infections, which can result in severe diseases, especially 
among children.  
 
Children under five years of age, especially those aged two years or under, face a high risk 
of pneumococcal disease, which is caused by a bacterial infection.i Pneumococcal infections 
can result in a range of conditions, including pneumonia, meningitis (inflammation of the 
tissues surrounding the brain and spinal cord), or blood infections, collectively known as 
Invasive Pneumococcal Disease (IPD). Vaccination can protect against some of these 
infections and can prevent complications in children.  
 
IPD is associated with high mortality in children under five years of age, resulting in 14% of 
deaths in India.ii  
 
The PCV-14 vaccine protects against five more strains than the PCV 10, and two more 
strains than the PCV 13 vaccines that are currently used in India, in private clinics and 
hospitals. The recommended immunization schedule for PneumoShield 14, which is 
administered via intramuscular injections, is at 6, 10, and 14 weeks.  
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Swati Dalal, Managing Director, Abbott India Ltd., commented, “Children, especially 
those under two years old, are at a higher risk of having pneumococcal disease. This can 
hinder their healthy growth and development and increase the risk of complications. This 
innovation offers broader protection potential against 14 pneumococcal strains in circulation, 
which cause the majority of pneumococcal-related diseases in India. Introducing this 
vaccine is another step in our commitment to further strengthen our pediatric portfolio, to 
help children stay healthy.” 
 
Dr. Vijay Yewale, Pediatrician, Yewale Hospital, Mumbai added, “Immunization offers an 
important protective solution for parents to fight off pneumococcal-related diseases such as 
pneumonia and meningitis, especially among children. Considering the challenges in 
diagnosing and treating such diseases, there is a clear need for advanced vaccines with a 
wider representation of relevant pneumococcal bacteria strains. This in turn, helps provide 
broader protection against pneumococcal disease amongst children.” 
 
Pneumococcal vaccines are part of the government’s national immunization program to 
reduce childhood mortality in the country. It is important to contact a doctor to ensure that 
vaccinations are administered at the correct time.  
 
About Abbott: 
Abbott is a global healthcare leader that helps people live more fully at all stages of life. Our 
portfolio of life-changing technologies spans the spectrum of healthcare, with leading 
businesses and products in diagnostics, medical devices, nutritionals and branded generic 
medicines. Our 114,000 colleagues serve people in more than 160 countries. In India, 
Abbott was established in 1910, and is one of the country's oldest and most admired 
healthcare companies. With more than 12,000 employees in the country, Abbott is helping 
to meet the healthcare needs of consumers, patients, and doctors throughout urban and 
rural India.  
 
The information mentioned in this document is only for information and general awareness 
and shall not be considered as an advertisement or a substitute for doctor’s advice or 
recommendations from Abbott. Please consult your doctor for more information. 
 

 

Abbott Media: 
Mandira Viegas: mandira.viegas@abbott.com 
Gayatri Mehendale: gayatri.mehendale@abbott.com  
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i Thadchanamoorthy V, Dayasiri K. Review on Pneumococcal Infection in Children. Cureus. 2021 May 
9;13(5):e14913. doi: 10.7759/cureus.14913. PMID: 34123613; PMCID: PMC8189266 
ii PCV operational guidelines. [cited 2024 Oct 16]. Available from: 
https://mohfw.gov.in/sites/default/files/PCV_Operational%20Guidelines_Jan%20%202021.pdf 
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