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NEET (UG): NEXT HEARING ON JULY 11

SC: Leak is clear, far-fetched

to assume

Won’t be proper to
order re-test if
breach confined to
specific centres

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
New Delhi, July 8

THE SUPREME COURT on
Monday said it was clear a leak
hastaken placeinthe NEET(UG)
2024 examination and self
denial is only adding to the
problem, but a retest depends
on whether the alleged breach
was at a systemic level and
affected the integrity of the
entire process,and whether it
was possible to segregate the
beneficiaries of the fraud from
the untainted students.

“The fact that the sanctity of
the examination has been
breached... compromised, is
beyond doubt.Nowthe question
is howwidespread is a breach,”
Chief Justice of India DY Chan-
drachud said Monday hearing
petitions of those seeking and
opposing cancellation of the
May 5 NEET UG exams over
paperleakallegations.

The CJI-led Supreme Court
bench — also comprising Jus-
tices |B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra — said it may be far-
fetchedforittoatleast presume,
unless the government and its
agencies point out material toit,
thatall 2.3 million studentsora
substantial numberof themare
involved in the fraud.“Forallwe
know, a large number of stu-
dents may be honest...,” said
Chandrachud. The bench con-
veyed anguish if the exam is to
be cancelled.

The Supreme Court fixed the
matter for a further hearing on
July 11 and said it would decide
on the merits after the govern-
ment, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), and the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
file theirresponse toits queries.
The NTA conductsthe NEETUG
exams and the CBI has been
probing cases linked to the
allegedleaks.Itdirected the Cen-
tre,the NTA and the CBI to file

all pupils involved
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Members of the India Youth Front, an umbrella group representing youth wings of the

opposition INDIA bloc parties, stage a protest over alleged irregularities in NEET at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi on Monday

their affidavits by 5 pm on July
10and share thesewith the peti-
tionersaswell.
“Ifwearenotabletoidentify
candidates who are guilty of
wrongdoing, theretesthastobe
ordered.Ifyou can’t distinguish
thegrain from the chaff, tainted
from the untainted, it has to be
ordered. On the other hand,we
are now dealing with the situa-
tion of 2.3 million students. It
may be far-fetched for us to at
least presume,unless they point
out material to us, that all 23
lakh students or a substantial
number of them are involved in
the fraud.Forallwe know,alarge
number of students may be
honest...,”said Chandrachud.
The consequence of the leak
depended on the nature of the
leak,he said.“..before we decide
to order a retest...we are con-
scious of the fact that we are
dealing with the careers of 2.3
million students. Asking 2.3
million students toreappear for
an examination together with
the preparation, cost travel,and
dislocation of admission sched-
ule...,”the CJI said.
Initsorder,the court said the
law on whether a retest should
be ordered isbased on fairly set-
tled parameters: the court
would have to scrutinise on the
basis of the data which has

emerged thewhether...whether
the alleged breach has taken
place at the systemic level...
whetherthebreachisofanature
which hasaffected the integrity
of theentire exam processand...
whether it is possible to segre-
gate the beneficiaries of the
fraud from the untainted stu-
dents.

“Inasituation where breach
in the sanctity of an examina-
tion affects the entirety of the
process, and if segregation of
beneficiaries of wrongdoing
cannot be separated from oth-
ers, then it may be necessary to
order a retest. On the contrary,
where the breach is confined to
specificareas or centresanditis
possible to identify those who
arebeneficiaries of wrongdoing,
it may not be appropriate to
order a retest, particularly of an
examination which has been
conducted on such a massive
scale involving over 2.3 million
students,” the Supreme Court
said.“We are of the view that an
orderonmeritswould have tobe
deferred. NTA is directed to
make full disclosure before the
court...in threeareas — nature of
leak, places where the leak took
place, and the lag of time
between leakand conduct of the
exam,’the court said.

It asked the NTA to clarify

In prestige battle, Anurag
Thakur goes all out to
reverse Hamirpur setback

SAURABH PARASHAR
Shimla, July 8

BJP MP FROM Hamirpur and
former Union minister
Anurag Thakur has been
camping in his constituencyin
Himachal Pradesh for several
days, leading the campaign in
the bypolls for three Assembly
seats in the state, which are
scheduled for July 10.

Two of these seats — Dehra
and Hamirpur — fallwithin the
Hamirpur Lok Sabha con-
stituencybeing represented by
Thakur for five consecutive
terms since 2008.Priortothat,
Thakur’s father, Prem Kumar
Dhumal, the former Himachal
Pradesh chief minister, had
represented the constituency
three times.

Nalagarh, the third seat
bound forbypolls,is part of the
Shimla Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

On Saturday, Thakurwasin
Dehra, where he held various
meetings as part of his cam-
paign for BJP candidate Hosh-
yar Singh Chambyal.

Himachal Pradesh chief
minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu’s wife Kamlesh Thakur
is making her electoral debut
from the Dehra seat on the
Congress’s ticket.

Apart from Dehra, Sukhu
has also stepped up his cam-
paign for the Congress candi-
dates in two other seats. He is
seeing thesebypollsasa prestige
battle as he hails from Hamirpur
district’s Nadaun, which he also
represents in the Assembly.
Deputy chief minister Mukesh
Agnihotri’s Haroli seat also falls
in the same district.

The bypolls were necessi-
tated as these seats fell
vacant after three Inde-
pendent MLAs — who
had voted in favour of
BJP nominee in the Feb-
ruary Rajya Sabha polls,
Harsh Mahajan —
resigned and went on
to join the BJP. They
have been fielded by
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the BJP from their respective
seats for the bypolls — K L
Sharma from Hamirpur, KL
Thakur from Nalagarh, and
Hoshyar Singh Chambyal
from Dehra.Sukhu is aiming
to clinch these bypolls so as to
send out a message about the
Congress’s hold in the state
amid discontent in the party.

In February this year, six of
the Congress MLAs had turned
rebeland cross-voted for Harsh
Mahajan in the Rajya Sabha
polls. They were suspended
from the party.The elections to
their seats were held along
with the state’s four parlia-
mentary constituencies in the
final phase of the Lok Sabha
polls on June 1.

Of these six Assembly seat
bypolls,the Congress won four
asagainst the BJP’s two.Four of
these six seats were part of the
Hamirpur Lok Sabha seat, of
which the Congress won three
and the BJP got one.

This boosted the Congress’s
tally in the state Assembly,
whichisnow 38 in the current
65-member House as com-
pared to the BJP’s 27. Sukhu
has since emerged stronger,
even as he needs some more
bypoll wins to further consoli-

date the Congress government
— and his position — in the
state.It is another matter that
the BJP again bagged all four
Lok Sabha seats in the state.

On his part, Thakur wants
to ensure the BJP’s victory in
the bypolls to send out a signal
that he continues to hold sway
in the Hamirpur region and
could pull off wins in the
Assembly seats too.

In the Lok Sabha elections,
while Thakur defeated Con-
gress candidate Satpal Raizada
with a margin of 182,000
votes in Hamirpur and got
leadsinallits 17 Assembly seg-
ments, this could not then
translate in the bypolls held in
his constituency simultane-
ously. Then, the Congress’s
Rakesh Kaliawon from Gagret,
defeating the BJP’s Chaitanya
Sharma by 8,487 votes. The
Congress’s Capt Ranjeet Singh
clinched Sujanpur seat by
defeating the BJP’s Rajinder
Rana by 2,440 votes. In Kutle-
har, Vivek Sharma of the Con-
gresstrounced the BJP’s Davin-
der Bhutto by 5,356 votes.

A senior BJP leader admits
that the BJP’s losses in the
June 1 bypolls were a blow to
the party. “The defeat of the
BJP candidates in three
Assembly  constituencies
within the Hamirpur parlia-
mentary seat, where Anurag
Thakur had garnered consid-
erable votes,was discussed at
length during various post-
election review meetings of
the party. Serious discussions
were held to analyse why
Thakur managed to get leads
in these Assembly segments,

but the Assembly bypoll
-~ candidates did not.”

Another BJP leader

said the party per-
formed poorly in the

“ | June 1 bypolls due to
“resentment among

the BJP cadre who
were unhappy about
inducting Congress
rebels and turncoats

. intothe partyfold”

T
LT

PTI

“when the leak first took place,
the manner in which the ques-
tion papersleaked were dissem-
inated” and “the time duration
between the occurrence of leak
and the exam on May 5”.

The top court also asked the
CBI tofileareport on the inves-
tigation's status as of Monday,
July 8,and on material that has
come tolight until now.

It asked the NTA to inform
the court about the steps taken
to identify the leak’s beneficia-
ries, the steps taken to identify
the centres/ citieswhere theleak
took place, the modalities fol-
lowed toidentify theleak’sben-
eficiaries,and how the leak was
disseminated. The court also
asked the Centreand the NTAto
informwhetheritwould be fea-
sible to use data analytics to
identify suspect cases and seg-
regate tainted students from
untainted ones.Itwould be nec-
essary forthe government toset
up a multi-disciplinary team of
renowned expertstoensuredue
measures are taken to obviate
any future breaches, the
Supreme Court said.

Thebenchasked the govern-
menttoinformitaboutthe con-
stitution of the committee so
that the court could take a call
on whether there needed to be
any additions toit.

Free education
for poor girls

THEMAHARASHTRAGOV-
ERNMENT on Monday said
higher education for girls
from economically weaker
sections and OBC groups
will be free. The announce-
mentisbeing seenasamajor
women-oriented sop ahead
of the Assembly polls later
thisyear. —PTI

SOMA PAPERS AND INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Bengalgovt  Sebi limits

recovers
unused land
of industry

INAMOVE toaddress the short-
age of industrial land, the West
Bengal government on Monday
announced the recovery of
around 500 acres from previ-
ously closed industrial units.

Speakingat the unveiling of
INDPLAS’25, an international
plastics exhibition,stateindus-
try minister Shashi Panja said
those recovered land parcels
are now directly available for
allocation through the depart-
ment’s land bank. “Efforts are
underway to identify similar
unused land parcelsalong state
and national highways,” Panja
added, emphasizing that
reclaiming such plots is an
ongoing process.

This initiative follows chief
minister Mamata Banerjee’s
earlier announcement regard-
ingthe government’sintention
to reclaim unused land desig-
nated forindustrial purposes.

Meanwhile, Lalit Agrawal,
president of the Indian Plastics
Federation, highlighted the
robust growth of the state’s
plasticindustry,currently expe-
riencingarateof12-15% com-
pared to the national average of
6-7%.Ashok Jajodia, chairman
of the exhibition, emphasized
the need for a deep-sea port to
facilitate the import of raw
materialsand export of finished
products. —PTI
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passive MF

schemes investing in
sponsor group firms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 8

PASSIVE MUTUAL FUND
schemes cannot invest more
than 25% of theirnetassetsin
the listed securities of the
sponsor’s group companies,
according to the new pruden-
tial norms notified by market
regulator Sebi on Monday for
such schemes.

Sebi announced new mea-
sures to streamline the pru-
dential norms applicable to
investments by passively
managed mutual fund
schemes in the group compa-
nies of their sponsors. The
market regulator had consti-
tuted a working group to
review the regulatory frame-
work under Sebi (Mutual
Fund) rules. Pursuant to pub-
lic consultation on the recom-
mendations of the working
group in the Mutual Funds
Advisory Committee (MFAC),
Sebi decided to "streamline”
the extant prudential norms,
the regulator said.

Inacircularissued on Mon-
day,under the new framework,
mutual fund schemes, exclud-
ing equity-oriented exchange-
traded funds (ETFs) and index
funds, are restricted from
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People shift from a flooded area to a relief camp
following heavy rains in Udham Singh Nagar,
Uttarakhand, on Monday. Several villages in
Champawat and Udham Singh Nagar districts were
under water. However, the Char Dham Yatra in the
state resumed on Monday after remaining suspended
for a day in view of heavy rain forecasts PTI
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Recommendations of the Committee of Indegandent Directors [IDC] on the Open Offer to the Shareholders of the Soma Papers
and Industries Limited [Target Company”] under Regulation 26(7) of SEBI [Substantial Acquisition of Shares and Tai:l:-u'.u'uarejI
Regulations, 2011 in relation to the open offer made

by Acguirar and PACs:

Date

th July 202%

Kame of the Target Company (TC)

soma Papers and Industries Limited

Details of tha Offer pertaining to Target Company

Fiee Hundred and Fi

Open offer to ai:quim l;‘pll.‘.l 364559 (Three Lakh Sbiy-Four Thousand

fry-Nine] Fully Paid Up Equity Shares of NP 'ED??HH
Ten) each representing 26.00 % of
Target Company. at a price of INR1Z [INE Tw
from the public shareholdars in terms of SEBI [SAS

8 '.'-uti% equity share capital of
anl IFEF equity share
gguiations, 2011

Mame(s] of the Acquirer and PACS

{-'Ir. Marazimharao Anumala [Acquirer], Mr. Anumala Ramesh Chaudary
F.ﬁEF% and Ms. Anupama Anumala EAE-.E]

Mama af the Manager to the offer

CIL Sacuritios Limitad

Hyderabad - 500001

Address: 214, gg&ha'ra Ratna Towers, Chirag All Lane, Abids,

Memibers of the Committee of Independent Dimctnrslgﬁ'aﬁ'amﬁﬁeggmﬂf ,EEE?,'

?arsnn]. r. Dharmesh Shantidal

IOC Member's relationship with the TC [Derectar, Equty
shares owned, ary other contract / relationship), if any

Target Corn

Al 1IDC Members are non-executive and Independent Directors of the

E:m:.'. Mone of the Members of 10C holds any equity shares in
the Target Company. Mone of tham have entered into any contract or
have other relateonship with the Target Company.

Target Company by I0C - Members

Tral:lingcin the Equity shares/other securities of the

IDC Members have confirmed that th . {
shares of the Target Company from the date of Public Announcemen
till the date of this recomendations,

have not traded in equit

contract / relationship], if any,

I0C Member's relationship with the Acguirer and
PACs lDlr;gclur. Equity =hares ownad, any other
T

r; E-umw of the IDC Members have any refationship with the Acguirer and

Bequirer and PACS by IDC Members

Trading in the Equity shares/other securities of the

Nat Applicable [As Acquirer and PACS are Individual

the offer i fair and reasonable

TWEAKS NORMS

M Under the new
framework, mutual
fund schemes are
restricted from
investing more than
25% of their net assets
in listed securities of
the sponsor's group
companies

M Sebi had constituted
a working group to
review the regulatory
framework under Sebi
(mutual fund) rules

investing more than 25% of
their net assets in the listed
securities of the sponsor's
group companies.

For equity-oriented ETFs
and index funds, investments
inaccordancewith the weigh-
tage of the constituents of the
underlying index, but are
cappedat 35% of the netasset
value of the scheme in the
sponsor's group companies.

To ensure transparency,
Sebi has defined "widely
tracked and non-bespoke
indices" as those with collec-
tive assets under manage-
ment (AUM) of 20,000 crore

and above, tracked by passive
funds or serving as primary
benchmarks for active funds.
The Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI) will
update and publish the list of
such indices biannually, on
April15 and October 15,based
on AUM data as of March 31
and September 30, respec-
tively. The first list of these
indices, effective June 30,
2024, includes prominent
indices such as Nifty 50, BSE
Sensex,among others.

Passive schemes not
aligned with these indices will
be rebalanced within 30 busi-
ness days from the date of
issuance of this circular. "In
cases where the portfolios of
such schemes are not rebal-
anced within this period justi-
fication in writing, including
details of efforts taken to
rebalance the portfolio will be
placed before the Investment
Committee of the AMC.

"The investment commit-
tee, if so desires, can extend
the timeline for rebalancing
up to 60 business days from
the date of completion of
mandated rebalancing
period, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
said in the circular.

Recarmmandation on the Dpen offer, as (o whather

Based an review of the Offer Documents issued by the Manager to the
offer on behalf of Acquirer and PACs, IDC Membars balievas that the
Open Offar is fair and reasonable and in line with SEBI [SAST
Regtlations. However, the shareholders should indepandently evaluzte
the Offer, the market performance of the E'I:‘;_.I:i‘tj' shares, revew Latter
of (Mfer dated OGth July, 2024 including Risk Fectors descnbed therein
and take informed decision in this matter

Summary af reasons for recommendation

Baszed on the review of Public Announcement. Detaibed Public State-
ment and Letter of Offer, the I0C is of opinion that the Offer Price of
INR 12 per aguity share, offerad by the Acquirer and PACS is in ling with
the reguiation prescribed by SEBI under the SEBI [SAST) Regulations,
0 and prima facie appaars to be justified. The Committee considared
the followang facts:

1] The Equity Shares of the Eump.an'F(_ ] infrEEue-ntl traded on BSE
within the meaning of Regulation 2{1 gj of the SEBI (SAST] Regulations
#) The Fair Value of the Equity Shares

dy, Registered Yaluer [Registration No: IB-

yvide their certificate dated Tith Manch,
68 per equi

. hare.
The Offer Price of IN 1? INE Twelve IJ?IT] per i;rshart! of INR 1
each is justified in terms of Regulation 8(1] and E:Tﬁl the SEBI [543
Regulations. Heumnmvmmthn above facts 10C is of the view that the
price of this Open Offer ks fair and reasonable. However, the
sharehalders should indepandently evaluate the Offer and take
informad decizion in the matter,

the Target Fumpﬂ ny, 85 arrved
h}l CA ?E;a];uara u Murali
BI/RV/ fEIJ1EIﬂ'iEEE! ?"'l'ﬂiuﬂ
¢ 24, 15 INR 468

Disclosure of Yoting Pattem

Therse racommandation have bean unanimously approved by the IDC
Members

Detaits of Indepenoent Advisors, if any

Hone

Ay other matter]s] to be highlighted

Hone

- [ - -~ L. 1

Place: Mumbal
Date: 08 July 2024

To the best of our knowledga and balied, after making propes anwirln_'iama mfcrmation containad inor accompanying this statemant
i, in 88 material respect, true and correct and not misleading, what

the information reguired to be disclosed by the Target Company under the SEBI [SA5T] Rﬂ%gtinna E?:,ui'.aliuali terms uzad in this
announcemant but nat defined, =hall have the samea meaning assigned to them in the P4, and LOF.

r by mmission of any infermation or otherwise, and includes all

For Eu-masllt'.la ars and industries imited

Mr.G.ShivaShankar Reddy )
Chairperson - Committe of Independent Director

i Hnakadar Faly 304

ORIENTAL CARBON & CHEMICALS LIMITED
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NOTICE OF THE 44TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND
REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 44th Annual General Meeating
(‘AGM") of the Members of the Company will be held on Tuesday,
the July 30, 2024 at 10.00 a.m. IST through Video Conferencing
(“VC") I Other Audio Visual Means (“OAVM") facility in compliance
with the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013, Rules framed
thereunder and General Circular Mo, 142020 dated April 08, 2020, No.
172020 dated April 13, 2020, and subsequent circulars issued in this
regard by tha Ministry of Corporate Affairs (*"MCA”), the latest baing
0972023 dated Septemnber 25, 2023 (collectively referred to as "MCA
Circulars™) and Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBIT) vide its
Circular Mos. SEBI/HOCFDICMDT/CIRP2020/79 dated May 12, 2020,
SEBIHO/CFDICMD2/CIR/PI2021/11 dated January 15, 2021,
SEBIHO/CFDICMDZICIRIP/2022/62 datad May 13, 2022 and
SEBVHOICFOVPoD-2/P/ICIRA2023/4 dated January 5, 2023 and Circular
Ma. SEEVHOICFINCFD-PaD-2/PICIR2023/167 dated Octobar 7, 2023
('SEBI| Circudars’) izsued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) (collectively refered to az "SEBI Circulars') without the physical
presance of the Membears at the AGM venue. Pursuant to Saction 91 of
the Companies Act, 2013, the Register of Mambers and Share Transfar
Books of the Company will remain closed from July 24, 2024 fo July 30,
2024 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of ascertaining the eligibility
of the members for the Final Dividend for the year ended March 31,
2024 i@ Rs. 7/- (Rupees Sevan only) per Equily Share, 1o ba declared

at the AGM of the Company.

The Notice of the 44th AGM and the Annual Report of the Company
including the financial statements for the financial vear ended March 31,
2024 ("Annual Report”) has been sent only by email to those Members,
whose email addressas are registered with the Company or with the
Company's Registrar and Share Transfer Agent, namely, Link Intime:
India Private Limited ("RTA™ ar "LIIFL™) orwith their respective Depositary
FParticipanis ("Depository™), in accordance with the MCA Circulars and
the SEBI Circulars, on July 08, 2024, The requirements of sending
physical copy of the Notice of the AGM and Annual Report to the Members
have been dispensed with vide the MCA Circulars's and SEBI circulars.

In ling with the MCA Circulars and SEBI Circulars, the Notice of the
AGM has been uploaded on the website of the Company at
www.occlindia.com. The Molice can also be accessed from the
websites of the Sleck Exchanges, namaly, Mational Stock Exchange
(MSE} at www.nseindia.com and Bombay Siock Exchange (BSE)
at www. bseindia.com. and the AGM Notice is also on the website of
LIUPL {Agency for providing the Remole e-Voling facility) at
https lfinstavote.linkintime.co.in.

The remote e-Voting period begins on July 27, 2024 &t 09:00-a.m {IST)
and ends on July 29, 2024 at 500 pom. {IST). During this period, Members
of the Company, holding shares in the phyzsical or dematerialized form,
as on the cul-off date of Tuesday, July 23, 2024, may cas!t their vole by
remote e-voling. The remote e-voling modula shall be disablad by NSDL
for voting thereafter, Once the vote on a resolution is cast by the Member,
the Member shall not be allowed to change it subseguently.

Any person, who acguires shares of the Company and becomes Membsar
of the Company after dispatch of the Notice and holding shares as on
the cut-off date i.e. Tuesday, July 23, 2024 may obtain the login 1D and
password by sending a request al enotices@linkintime.co.in or

kolkataf@linkintime.co.in.

Membears who would like to express their views/ask guastions
during the Meeting may register themselves &@s a speaker by
sending their request 7 days in advance mentioning their name, demat
account number/folio number, emall id, mobile number at
investorfeedback@occlindia.com.

Members holding shares in physical form wha have not registered their
email addresses with the Company ! Company's RTA " Depository, can
get the same registered and oblain Motice of the AGM of the Company
alang with the Annual Report for the financial year ended March 31,
2024 and | or login details for joining the AGM of the Caompany thraugh
VG IOAYM facility including e-voling, by sending scanned copy of the
following documents by email to the Company's RTA's email i.d., viz
kolkata@linkintime.co.im or Company's email id.,
investorfesdback@occlindia.com.

a) a signed request letter mentioning your Mame, Folioc Number and
Compfete Address, mobile number and email address to be

registerad,

b} sell attesled scanned copy of the PaM Card:

c)  self attested scanned copy of any document [such as Aadhar Card,
Driving License, Voter Identity Card, Passport) in support of the
address of the Member as ragistered with the Company.

In case members have any gueries regarding e-voling, they may
refer the Frequently Asked Questions ('FACE" and InstaVote e-Voting
manual available al https:ifinstavote.linkintime.co.in, under Healp
saclon or send an amail to enotices@linkintime.co.in or contact omn:

Tel: 022-4918 GO0,

The afore-mentioned information iz being issued for the information and
benafit of all the Members of the Company and is in compliance with
the MCA Circutars and the SEBI Circular.

For Qriental Carbon & Chemicals Limited

Placa 1 MOIDA,
Dated - 00,07 2024

YiZ.

Slf-
Gourab Kumar Nayak
Company Secretary

iR
N

financialexp.epapr.in

.-T -l.
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