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MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT SET 
TO HOST ‘SAMAGAM’ - A GRAND FINALE CELEBRATING 
MONTH-LONG INITIATIVES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
NEW DELHI(TIT NEWS): Union Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment (MoSJE) is set to host the Grand 
Finale Event, ‘SAMAGAM’, on 25th October 2024 
at Rang Bhawan Auditorium, Akashvani Complex, 
New Delhi. The event would mark the culmination of 

Dharmendra Pradhan attends 2nd Australia-India Edu-
cation and Skills Council (AIESC) meeting in Sydney
Education and skills will be the driving force for building economic prosperity for India - Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Sudhir Kr. Dubey
info@impressivetimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister for Education, Shri 
Dharmendra Pradhan, 
attended the 2nd Australia-
India Education and Skills 
Council (AIESC) meet-
ing in Sydney, Australia 
today alongside Minister 
for Education, Govern-
ment of Australia, Mr. 
Jason Clare MP and Minis-
ter for Skills and Training, 
Government of Austra-
lia, Mr. Andrew Giles MP. 
Addressing the event, Shri 
Pradhan emphasized that 
the AIESC meeting has 
become a crucial platform 
for strengthening knowl-
edge bridges, advancing 
shared priorities in edu-
cation and skills devel-
opment, breaking new 
ground, and envisioning 
a brighter future for Aus-

tralia and India.Shri Dhar-
mendra Pradhan said that 
education and skills will be 
the driving force for build-
ing economic prosperity 
for India and Australia and 
also forging lasting con-
nections between our peo-
ple and institutions. The 
Ministers held discussions 
focused on forecasting 
future workforce, educa-
tion needs, bridging skill 
gaps through education 
and training, and strength-

ening research collabo-
ration between the two 
countries’ higher educa-
tion institutions. He hoped 
that AIESC would further 
strengthen the bilateral 
partnership between Aus-
tralia and India at all levels 
of education: school, skills 
and higher education. He 
also informed that the 
next AIESC meeting will 
be in India in 2025.Earlier 
in the day Shri Pradhan 
interacted with high level 

administrators from 
Innovative Research 
Universities (IRU) 
– a coalition of Univer-
sities in Australia, where 
he engaged in enriching 
discussions with its mem-
bers. During his visit, he 
learned about their collab-
orative approaches to edu-
cation delivery and efforts
to facilitate impactful 
research for society. The 
Minister also explored the 
scope for potential collab-
orations between the IRU 

and Indian higher educa-
tion institutions to advance 
the education agenda. The 
IRU is a group of Austra-
lian universities commit-
ted to inclusive excellence 
in education and research 
that advances the com-
munities. In a significant 
move to enhance bilateral 
cooperation in the educa-
tion sector, Shri Pradhan 
is visiting Australia from 
22 to 26 October 2024. The 
visit is expected to foster 
collaboration, participa-
tion, and synergy in criti-
cal areas of mutual interest 
in education. Earlier this 
week from 20-21 October, 
Shri Pradhan visited Sin-
gapore and met the Prime 
Minister, Deputy Prime 
Minister, Education Min-
ister and other dignitaries 
to expand bilateral coop-
eration in skill-based edu-
cation and research.

SHRI DHARMENDRA 
PRADHAN SAID THAT 

EDUCATION AND SKILLS 
WILL BE THE DRIVING 
FORCE FOR BUILDING 

ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 
FOR INDIA AND AUSTRA-
LIA AND ALSO FORGING 
LASTING CONNECTIONS 
BETWEEN OUR PEOPLE 
AND INSTITUTIONS.

Mahayuti denied Adivasis fruits of ‘revolutionary’ 
Forest Rights Act by Manmohan: Jairam Ramesh

Pardeep Mishra
info@impressivetimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress 
on Thursday alleged that 
the Mahayuti government 
in Maharashtra obstructed 
the implementation of the 
Forest Rights Act, depriving 
millions of tribals of its ben-
efits, and asserted that the 
law’s implementation was 
the key priority of the Adi-
vasi Sankalp announced by 
Rahul Gandhi earlier this 
year.Congress general sec-
retary in-charge commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh 
said the Manmohan Singh-
led government in 2006 
passed the revolutionary 
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 
which granted Adivasi and 
forest-dwelling individu-
als and communities legal 
rights to manage their own 
forests, and economically 
benefit from the forest pro-
duce they would collect. 
The FRA provides for both 
individual and commu-

nity rights, he said, point-
ing out that Menda Lekha 
in Maharashtra’s Gadchi-
roli district in April 2011 
became the first commu-
nity to secure forest rights 
privileges, with the gram 
sabha getting control over 
the use of bamboo, he said 
in a post on X.“The BJP and 
the Mahayuti have, however, 
obstructed the implementa-
tion of the FRA, depriving 
millions of Adivasis of its 

benefits,” Ramesh alleged. 
Only 52 per cent (2,06,620) 
of the 4,01,046 individ-
ual claims filed have been 
granted, he pointed out.
Since then, the land titles 
distributed in Maharash-
tra cover only 23.5 per cent 
(11,769 square kilometres) 
of the 50,045 square kilome-
tres eligible for community 
rights, the Congress leader 
said. ”Fair, honest imple-
mentation of the Forest 
Rights Act is a key priority 
of the Congress’ six-point 
Adivasi Sankalp, announced 
by Rahul Gandhi in Nan-
durbar on 12th March, 
2024, during the Bharat 
Jodo Nyay Yatra,” Ramesh 
said.Listing the six points 
of the Sankalp, Ramesh 
said, “Jal-jangal-zameen 
ka kanuni adhikaar: Set-
tlement of pending Forest 
Rights Act claims (pattas) 
within one year. A trans-
parent process to review all 
rejected claims will be set up 
within six months.”

JAIRAM RAMESH SAID THE MANMOHAN 
SINGH-LED GOVERNMENT IN 2006 PASSED 
THE REVOLUTIONARY FOREST RIGHTS ACT 
(FRA), WHICH GRANTED ADIVASI AND 
FOREST-DWELLING INDIVIDUALS AND 
COMMUNITIES LEGAL RIGHTS TO MANAGE 
THEIR OWN FORESTS, AND ECONOMICALLY 
BENEFIT FROM THE FOREST PRODUCE THEY 
WOULD COLLECT.

UP bypolls SP Cong have resolved to save 
Constitution harmony says Akhilesh

TIT  Correspondent
info@impressivetimes.com

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi 
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav 
shared on X a picture with 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Thursday and 
emphasised their shared 
commitment to protect the 
Constitution, reservation 
and social harmony. This 
comes a day after Yadav 
announced that INDIA 
bloc candidates will contest 
all nine seats in the upcom-
ing Uttar Pradesh Assem-
bly bypolls on his party’s 
election symbol ‘cycle’. “We 
have resolved to save the 
Constitution, reservation 
and harmony. (We will) 
build the country envi-
sioned by Bapu, Babasaheb 
and Lohia,” the SP chief 
said in his post in Hindi. 
The picture shared by Yadav 

showed him and Gandhi 
holding and raising each 
other’s hands. In another 
post on X late on Wednes-
day night, Yadav had said 
the SP and the Congress are 
united for a big win. He said 
while the SP has allocated 
two seats -- �Ghaziabad 
and Khair -- �to the Con-
gress, they will contest all 
nine seats under his party’s 
symbol. “It’s not just about 
seats but about winning,” he 
had said.

    “WE HAVE RESOLVED TO SAVE THE 
CONSTITUTION, RESERVATION AND 
HARMONY. (WE WILL) BUILD THE COUNTRY 
ENVISIONED BY BAPU, BABASAHEB AND 
LOHIA,” THE SP CHIEF SAID IN HIS POST 

IASST GUWAHATI, INKS 
MOU WITH BHARAT BIO-
TECH INTERNATIONAL LTD. 
(BBIL), HYDERABAD, ON 
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
NEW DELHI: The Institute 
of Advanced Study in Science 
and Technology (IASST), Guwa-
hati, an autonomous institution 
of Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) signed a crucial 
R&D collaboration and product 
development agreement with 
Bharat Biotech International (BBIL) 
to bring innovative health products 
developed from probiotics isolated 
from traditional fermented foods 
of Northeast India to market.
These probiotics have shown great 
potential in addressing metabolic 
diseases, improving gut health, and 
promoting healthy ageing, based 
on research conducted by IASST.
Secretary Department of Science 
and Technology (DST) Professor 
Abhay Karandikar who presided 
over the agreement signing high-
lighted that the collaboration 
aligns with the broader vision 
of promoting the bioeconomy 
of Northeast India by utilising 
its rich biodiversity and marks 

Aditya Thackeray Vows to Tackle Unemployment and 
‘Maharashtra Loot’ as He Files Nomination for Worli Seat

Udday Singh
info@impressivetimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aditya Thac-
keray, a prominent leader of 
the Shiv Sena (UBT) faction, 
embarked on a spirited road 
show and offered prayers at a 
local temple on Thursday before 
formally filing his nomination to 
contest from the Worli assembly 
constituency. In his remarks at 
the temple, Thackeray empha-
sized his readiness to file the 
nomination, underscoring the 
significance of divine bless-
ings in his political journey. 
The young leader committed 
to tackling key issues plaguing 
Maharashtra, notably unem-
ployment and alleged misap-
propriations of state resources. 
‘My goal is to eradicate unem-
ployment,’ Thackeray declared, 
‘Maharashtra is being looted, 
and I aim to put a stop to this,’ 
articulating his primary objec-

tives if elected. Thackeray pro-
jected confidence in reclaiming 
the Worli seat, mentioning the 
enthusiastic support he receives. 
‘I am confident the people will 
bless me as we are on the cusp 
of forming the government 
in Maharashtra,’ Thackeray 
stated. He took a firm stance 
against Eknath Shinde and the 
BJP, accusing them of ‘looting 
Maharashtra.’Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Arvind Sawant lauded 
Thackeray’s past contributions, 
expressing belief in his ability to 
secure another victory. ‘Aditya 
Thackeray’s work is recognized 

statewide and internationally,’ 
Sawant claimed, affirming Thac-
keray’s broad appeal.The politi-
cal landscape in Maharashtra 
is increasingly vibrant, as Shiv 
Sena (UBT) revealed its initial 
list of 65 candidates. Among 
the anticipated contests is Ked-
har Dighe, nephew of Anand 
Dighe, against CM Eknath 
Shinde in the Kopri-Panchpak-
hadi constituency. Key figures 
such as Sunil Raut, Rajan Vich-
are, Dipesh Mhatre, and Vaish-
ali Sooryavanshi are also in the 
electoral fray. Aditya Thackeray, 
leader of Shiv Sena (UBT), filed 
his nomination for the Worli 
assembly constituency, promis-
ing to address unemployment 
and curb alleged looting in 
Maharashtra. During his road-
show, Thackeray expressed 
confidence in winning the 
seat, receiving backing from 
fellow party members who 
praised his impactful work.

SUPREME COURT WARNS OF CONTEMPT CASE, ISSUES NOTICE 
TO AJIT PAWAR’S NCP ON SHARAD PAWAR’S PLEA
NEW DELHI(TIT NEWS): The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day issued a notice to the Ajit Pawar-led faction 
of the NCP seeking its response to a petition filed 
by the Sharad Pawar faction of NCP over the use 
of the “clock” symbol for the upcoming Maharash-
tra Assembly election. The top court asked the Ajit 
Pawar faction to file a fresh 
undertaking that it has not 
violated or wouldn’t violate 
in future, the top court’s 
previous directions on the 
use of the symbol. In July, the 
Supreme Court requested 
responses from Ajit Pawar 
and his 40 MLAs regard-
ing a petition from the Sharad Pawar faction, 
which challenged Maharashtra Assembly Speaker 
Rahul Narwekar’s ruling that the group led by the 
deputy chief minister was the legitimate National-
ist Congress Party (NCP). A bench led by Chief 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, alongside Justices J.B. 
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, acknowledged the 
urgency of the matter as highlighted by senior 
advocate Abhishek Singhvi, representing the Sha-
rad Pawar faction, particularly given the impend-
ing end of the assembly’s term. The bench agreed 
to hear the petition from lawmakers Jayant Patil 
and Jitendra Awhad of the Sharad Pawar faction 
following a similar case brought forth by the rival 
Uddhav Thackeray camp.

Election Showdown: Major Parties Announce Candidates for Jharkhand Polls
Satish Lakhera

info@impressivetimes.com

NEW DELHI: Kalpana 
Soren, wife of Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren, has filed her nom-
ination from Gandey 
Assembly constituency 
for upcoming elections. 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
has announced 35 candi-
dates, while RJD and CPI 
released their lists amidst 
talks of seat-sharing. The 
elections are scheduled 
for November 13 and 20. 
Kalpana Soren, leader of 
the Jharkhand Mukti Mor-

cha (JMM) and spouse of 
the state’s Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren, submit-
ted her candidacy paper-
work to run for re-election 
in the Gandey Assembly 
constituency. Soren cur-
rently holds the seat, 
having secured it with a 
bypoll victory over BJP’s 
Dilip Kumar Verma by 
27,149 votes following the 
vacancy left by MLA Sar-
faraz Ahmad’s resignation. 
The JMM has released its 
initial slate of 35 candi-
dates for the forthcom-
ing assembly elections, 
which are due to occur 

in two separate phases 
on November 13 and 20. 
Hemant Soren, the state’s 
current chief minister, has 
been confirmed as a can-

didate for the Barhait con-
stituency. Among other 
contenders are MT Raja 
from Rajmahal, Dhanan-
jay Soren from Boriyo, 

and Basant Soren from 
Dumka. In tandem, the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
released names of six can-
didates post-negotiations 
around seat sharing, a 
process now complete 
according to party leader 
Tejashwi Yadav, under-
pinning unity within the 
INDIA alliance.Despite 
seat-sharing resolutions, 
the Communist Party of 
India (CPI) aired dissat-
isfaction with their share 
and announced inten-
tions to field candidates 
in 15 constituencies. Their 
criticism reveals underly-

ing tensions in the INDIA 
bloc, a coalition includ-
ing Congress and the RJD, 
which have agreed to dis-
tribute 70 of the assembly 
seats among themselves, 
leaving the rest to other 
allies.Conversely, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) unveiled a list of 66 
candidates over the week-
end, with state chief Babu-
lal Marandi set to compete 
from Dhanwar. The elec-
tions, pivotal for the 
state’s political landscape, 
approach rapidly with 
counting set for Novem-
ber 23. 

MINISTRY OF JAL 
SHAKTI LAUNCHES 
6TH NATIONAL WATER 
AWARDS, 2024
NEW DELHI(TIT NEWS): 
The Department of Water 
Resources, River Development 
and Ganga Rejuvenation, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti has 
launched the 6th National 
Water Awards (NWA), 2024 
on the Rashtriya Puraskar 
portal. All the applications 
will be received only through 
Rashtriya Puraskar portal 
(www.awards.gov.in). Gen-
eral public may refer to this 
portal or the website of this 
Department (www.jalshakti-
dowr.gov.in) for further 
details. The last date of sub-
mission of applications is 31st 
December, 2024.Eligibility 
for the awards:Any State, 
District, Village Panchayat, 
Urban Local Body, School/
College, Institution (other than 
school/college), Industry, 
Civil society, or Water User 
Association who has done 
exemplary work in the 
field of water conserva-
tion and management are 
eligible to apply.

Chouhan Slams Jharkhand Government: 
A ‘Storm of Corruption’ Alleged

TIT  Correspondent
info@impressivetimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han criticized the Jharkhand 
government led by Hemant 
Soren for alleged corrup-
tion and lack of safety for 
women. He compared 
the situation to a cyclone, 
urging voters to elect the 
BJP-NDA in upcoming 
elections. The BJP released 
its candidate list ahead of 
the elections. Union Min-
ister and Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s election strategist for 
Jharkhand, Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, launched a fierce 
attack on the Hemant Soren-
led state government, alleg-
ing rampant corruption. 
The BJP veteran also high-
lighted security concerns for 
women under the current 
administration. Address-
ing the media, Chouhan 
commented, “While we 
can address natural disas-
ters like cyclone ‘Dana’, the 

persistent storm of corrup-
tion plaguing Jharkhand 
for half a decade has jeop-
ardized the state. Women 
face insecurity under this 
regime,” he asserted. Chou-
han further accused the 
ruling Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) and Con-
gress coalition of being a 
greater threat than natural 
calamities. He elaborated, 
asserting that “Corruption 

is at its zenith, symbolizing 
the foremost evil here. The 
JMM and Congress coali-
tion surpasses any cyclone 
in its destructive capacity. 
Overcoming this challenge 
necessitates the removal of 
the Hemant Soren govern-
ment and supporting the 
BJP-NDA in the forthcom-
ing elections.” Chouhan 
also addressed the issue of 
repeated examination paper 
leaks, pledging that a BJP-
led government would pri-
oritize employment for the 
youth and act decisively 
against those responsible for 
such malpractices. Union 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan criticized the 
Jharkhand government led 
by Hemant Soren for alleged 
corruption and lack of safety 
for women. He compared 
the situation to a cyclone, 
urging voters to elect the 
BJP-NDA in upcoming elec-
tions. The BJP released its 
candidate list ahead of the 
elections.

UNION MINISTER AND 
BHARATIYA JANATA 

PARTY’S ELECTION STRATEGIST 
FOR JHARKHAND, SHIVRAJ 
SINGH CHOUHAN, LAUNCHED A 
FIERCE ATTACK ON THE HEMANT 
SOREN-LED STATE GOVERN-
MENT, ALLEGING RAMPANT 
CORRUPTION.

Indian navy’s preparatory activities 
for hadr ops - cyclone dana

AGENCY

NEW DELHI: In anticipa-
tion of the severe impact 
of Cyclone Dana along 
the coast of Odisha and 
West Bengal, the Indian 
Navy is preparing to con-
duct Humanitarian Assis-
tance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) operations.East-
ern Naval Command, in 
coordination with Naval 
Officers-in-Charge (NOIC) 
in Andhra Pradesh, Odi-
sha, and West Bengal, have 
activated a comprehensive 
disaster response mecha-
nism. The command is 
working closely with units 
such as the Base Victual-
ling Yard (BVY), Mate-
rial Organisation and the 
naval hospital INHS Kaly-
ani to provide essential 
supplies and medical sup-
port if sought by the State 
administration.As part of 
this preparation, HADR 
pallets, including essential 
clothing, drinking water, 

food, medicines, and emer-
gency relief materials, have 
been deployed by road to 
key locations in the areas 
that are likely to be affected. 
In addition, Flood Relief 
and Diving Teams are being 
mobilised to assist in coor-
dinated rescue and relief 
operations if needed.To 
support relief efforts from 
Sea, two ships of the East-
ern Fleet are standing by 
with supplies and rescue 
and diving teams.

AS PART OF THIS 
PREPARATION, HADR 
PALLETS, INCLUDING 

ESSENTIAL CLOTHING, DRINK-
ING WATER, FOOD, MEDICINES, 
AND EMERGENCY RELIEF MA-
TERIALS, HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED 
BY ROAD TO KEY LOCATIONS 
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