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® NEW AGRI EXPORTS POLICY IN MAHARASHTRA

Value addition, Gl-tagged
mkt access in focus

items,

NANDA KASABE &
SANDIP DAS
Pune/New Delhi, February 25

MAHARASHTRA ON FRIDAY
unveiled a new Agriculture
Export Policy (AEP) in line with
the Centre’s directives to states
to formulate region-specific
policies with a focus on pro-
moting exports of geographical
indication- (GI) certified and
‘unique’, region-specific
products.

The policy focuses on devel-
oping entrepreneurs in agri
exports and diversifying the
export basket to boost high-
value and value-added agricul-
tural exports.Italsoaimsat pro-
viding an institutional
mechanism for pursuing mar-
ketaccessinaddition totackling
barriers and deal with sanitary
and phytosanitaryissues.

“Around 26 agricultural
products have been granted GI
tag from the state and we will
be working towards boosting
exports of these products,’said
Sunil Pawar,managing director
of the Maharashtra State Agri-
culture Marketing Board,
which will function as the
nodal agency for agri-exports
promotion.

government will launch an
aggressive marketing pro-
gramme for11 GI-tagged prod-
ucts through the state market-
ing federation to ensure
premium remuneration for
farmers.Maharashtraisthe sec-
ond-largest producer of fruitsin
the countrywitha production of
129%,and exports grapes, man-
goes,pomegranates,onionsand
bananas.

GI registration provides
exclusive right to the commu-
nity concerned to promote and
sell the products in world mar-
kets.Of the 417 G certifications
granted by India so far,around
150 belong to the agricultural
and food sectors.

The Centre’sAEPlaunched in
December 2018 has identified
sixagriexport clustersin Maha-

onions. The state government
has identified 21 such clusters
and sub-clusters which have a
high potential of exports.These
clusters will focus on fruits,
including alphonso mangoes,
kesar mangoes, pomegranates,
grapes and oranges, pulses,
oilseeds, jaggery, spices, dairy
products,fisheries,cashewsand
raisins.

Maharashtra’s policy also
seeks to encourage farmer pro-
ducer companies to participate
in exports. APEDA, MPEDA, EIC
and other commodity boards
will provide a framework for
ownership of the supply chain,
starting from farmer registra-
tions, FPO formation, provision
of quality inputs, price discov-
ery, farmer training through
technical organisation and

lossesat 5-10% fornon-perish-
ablesand about 30%for perish-
ables.

Since the AEP’s launch, 21
statesand two Union Territories
have finalised their state-spe-
cificaction plans.Inaccordance
with the Centre’s policy, Maha-
rashtra has established a state-
level steering committee under
the chairmanship of the princi-
pal secretary, cooperation and
marketing,andaclusterfacilita-
tion cell under the guidance of
district collectors.

The thrust of the policyison
developing product-specific
clustersinvariousagro-climatic
zonesofthe countrytohelpdeal
with supply side issues.

More than 41 clusters have
been identified for export pro-
motion of 18 products.Some of
the clusters include Shopian
(Jammu and Kashmir) and Kin-
naur (Himachal Pradesh) for
apples, Lucknow (Uttar
Pradesh), Kutch (Gujarat) and
Mahbubnagar (Telangana) for
mangoes, Anantpur (Andhra
Pradesh) and Theni (Tamil
Nadu) for bananas, Nashik
(Maharashtra) for grapes,
Siphahijala  (Tripura) for
pineapples,Solapur (Maharash-
tra) and Chitradurga (Kar-

Modi bats for
indigenous
manufacturing
in defence sector

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, February 26

CYBER SECURITY IS NO
longer limited to just the digi-
talworld as it has now become
a matter of national security,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Friday.

He also noted that the
process of importing defence
items is so long that by the
time they reach our security
forces, many of them have
become outdated and there-
fore, the solution is to go for
indigenous manufacturing.

“Even during the period of
slavery and immediately after
Independence, the strength of
our defence manufacturing
was very high. Weapons made
in India played a big role in
World War II,” he said in his
address at the Defence Min-
istry's post-budget webinar.

Although this strength of
ours kept on weakening in
later years, it shows that there
was no shortage of capacity in
India then and neither it is
there now, he added.

About 70% of this year's
defence budget has been kept
for domestic industry only, he
said.

“Thestrength of India's ITis
our great strength. The more
we use this power in our

Govt agencies to procure record
L4.4 MT of wheat in upcoming rabi

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, February 25

THE GOVERNMENT ON Friday
set arecord wheat procurement
target of 44.4 million tonne (MT)
forthe 2022-23 rabi marketing
season startingon April 1.

The wheat will be procured
bythe Food Corporation of India
(FCI) in collaboration with state
government agencies from
farmers in the key producing
states, including Punjab,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh,
between April and June.

The second advance esti-
mates of foodgrain production
by the ministry of agriculture
have pegged wheat production
at 111.32 MT, which implies
that the government agencies
will be purchasing close to 40%
of the total production.

In the 2021-22 marketing
season, the government had
purchased 43.34 MT of wheat
from farmersbypaying the min-
imum support price (MSP). This
year,the governmentwill payan
MSPof %2,015 per quintal. The
state-wise procurement targets
are13.2 MTforPunjab,12.9 MT
for Madhya Pradesh, 8.5 MT for
Haryana, 6 MTfor Uttar Pradesh
and 1 MTfor Bihar.

Sudhanshu Pandey, secre-
tary, department of food and
public distribution, recently
chaired ameeting of food secre-

tariesand FCl officialstodiscuss

Wheat procurement by FCl/agencies
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Rabi marketing season (April-June)

decided to procure 4.29 MT of
rice (rabi) from seven producing
states. Rice is mostly grown in
the kharif season. Promotion of
coarse grains,implementation
of minimum threshold parame-
ters for online procurement
operations, supply of jute bags
and packaging material,storage
space,improvingefficiencyand
transparency in procurement
operations, and online settle-
ment of food subsidy claims
werealsodiscussedin themeet-
ing,according toa statement.
FClisthecentralagencythat
manages procurement, storage
and transportation of rice and
wheat to states for distribution,
mainly for the NFSA and other
welfare schemes. More than
800 million people get 5 kg of
highly subsidised foodgrain per
head, per month under the
NFSA.This includes around 2.5
crore Antyodaya Anna Yojana

households, which constitute
the poorest of the poor.Theyare
entitled to 35 kg per household
per month at subsidised prices.
The economic cost of food-
grain procurement by FCI,
which include expenses such as
MSP payment to farmers, pro-
curement, acquisition and dis-
tribution costs for rice and
wheat, was 33,597.17 and
%2,499.69 per quintal, respec-
tively,in 2021-22.The govern-
mentdistributesriceand wheat
to beneficiaries under NFSA at
X3 and X2 per kg, respectively.
The Union Budget for FY23
has provided ¥2.06 lakh crore
forfood subsidyallocation, 28%
lower than the revised estimate
ofX2.86lakh crorein 2021-22.
The lower provision is because
of additional expensesincurred
in implementing the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana till March 31,2022.
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