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"No More Water": Iraq Struggles As
Severe Drought Singes Tourist Town

The United Notions ranks wetersiressed lrog as one of five countries most impocted by some effects of dimote chonge,

HABBANIYAH : {AGENCY)

Traql merchant Mohamed
has never seen such a grim
tourist seazon: ars
drought have shrunlen the
majestc Lake Habbanbyah,
keepmg awsy the holiday-
malers wio once flocked
there during summer.

"The last fwo years,
there was some acthvily, but
TI ERETE'S T0 e waTE
said 35-pear-ol Mohamed,
asking to be identified by
hig first name only.

He kid out inflamble
water floats, nets and shirts
in fromt of his Bkeside shop,

buL@rpecDed fewlfarw c.ls—
tomers, “This
dry!” Mohamed ¢ IdAFP hls

shirt soaked in sweal: in the
inhospiabk heat of nearl

50 degrees Celslus [12

Fabwenheit), Shorelines ac
Habbaniyah, about 70 kil-
metres (45 miks] west of
the capinl Baghdad have
receded by several dozen
metres after four conseu-
tive vears of drought reve
aged pars of the counoy

The United Natons
ranks water-stressed Irag
as one of five countries
most impacted by some
effects of climewe change,
When full as It bst was In
221, the lake ean hod up 1o
2 Billion cublc metres
[117 trillion cubic feet] of
water, sabd Jamal Odeh
Samin, director of waler

resources  in Ambar
province, where
Habbaniyah is bcated

"Will Not Back Down':
Taiwan Vice President In
US Amid Chinese Threat

TAIPEI ; (AGENCY)

1f Tatwan is safe then the
workd s sife and Tapwan
will not back down in the
face of authoritarlan
threars, the ishnd's vice
president il supporters
on a IS visit that ing
Tas condemned, while reit
eradng a willlngness to
talk to China.

William Lai, zlse &
fronbunmer o be Talwan's
next president at January
elections, 5 in
the United
Smies on what
Is offickally a
wansic stap on
his  way 1o
Faraguay for
the inalgire-
tom of jls new
president,
Faragoay  Is
one of oply 13
COURCFES 10
mainmin formal ties with

the hinese-claimed
Ehand

Talwan and the Unded
Smres  both  say  the

stopovers, including cne
in San Francisce on the
back, are routne, but
" has dencunced them
and caled Lai a separarist
"roublemaler’,

i comments at & Junch
in New York on Sunday,
Lai said that "if Taivwan is
zafe, the world is safe, if
The Taliwan Smair is peace:
ful then the world i
peaceful’, according o a
regdout from  Taiwan's
presidential office.

"We are already on he
right rack. Don't be adrald
and Trm back berause of
the increased threat from
authoritzriznism. We

Niger's Military Junta To Prosecife

must be brave and sorong
1w comfinue o grow
Taiwan on the road of
demoracy,’ he said Chinag
has a particular diglike of
Lal, who has previeusly
ceseribed himself as 2
‘practcal  worker  for
Taiwzn independence’, =z
red ling foregeljlng which
has never rencunced the
use of force to bring the
ighand under its contrel Laj
has phadged to maintain
Teace aml the smms quo,

Lai reiteraed in New Yark
that on the basic of dignit
amil parity he was “very
willing' te wlk o Ching
and seel; peace and smbil-

ity,  fallowing 'l‘aiwan
Presicent Tsai Ing-wen's
policies.

But Lai sald he will
profect Taiwan's sover-
eignty, that only Talwan's
people can dechde Cheir
fumre and that the
Republic of  China
Tatwan's formal name -
and 1he Peopk's Republic
of China are "not subordi-
mate o each other”.

Both  Taipei  and
Washington are aiming for
the TS stopovers fo be
Jewe ey and have called on
China mot o mhke any
provocative  acbon i
TESpONSE.

But mow "the bke con
ming no more than SO0 mil-
lion aubic metres of wamr’,
he tokl AFE Shops like
Mohamed's and holidsy
bormes by the Bke nosw sit
empiy in the heightof sum-
mer. On the beach, smay
dogs  wa betwesn
unbged umbrelbs. To get fo
the water, visltors must
walk through fouksmelling
mud that was once sub-
nierged under the ke sur-

face. The resortwas created
around the artificial ke in
1979, hecoming 2 populbr
desting on for tourists from
across the Midie East in the
Tollowing years,

Decliming rainfall ower
the past four vears and ris-
have hlt

staggering kow waer bvelin
e Euphrates rlver, which
feeds the lake and also runs
through Swvria, “The sirate-
ic water reserves in Ira
are ar thelir Dwest pont” in
nearly a century, Khaled
Shamal spokesman for the
waler resources minisory
has warned Last week dur-
ing & visit te Baghdad
Unied Nations  human
rights chief Valker Turk
warned that "rising Emper-
atures plos the drought, and
the fact that the logs of
diversity is a rezline is a
wakesup call for Irag and
for the world™, Sadd'a Sakh
Mobhamed, & lecal official
overseeing finances ac the
Habbaniyah resor, said
“the lzke has receded” and
mirism has become “really
very weak's

"The kite has become a
pond of stgnant water

itzhle for © i

ing T

mucl of me rest of the
coundy - hard, Baghdad
blames upstrearn dam eon-
srucdon by Turkey on a

or for ' he said
When evening fell and tern-
peTatures d ed slighthe
afew eopke finally arrved
c,ue o the beach,

Beef Wellington, 3 Deaths, And A
Mushroom Mystery In Australia

SYDNEV: {AGENCY)

brought the mushrooms

A mushroom mystery grip-
ping Ausmalia began o
unravel Mendsy, with an
amareur cook saving she
accidentally put bthal fungi
in a beef Wellington disl
naw linked ro three deaths.
Rumours  are  swirling
around a closesknit com-
munity i rural Auswalia
after a family mushroom
lunch ended with Hree peo-
i dead and a local preach-
er fighting for his life. Police
helieve the dish was Eined
with "death cap” mush-
rooms, widch grow freely in
the rolling foothills sur-
rounding Leongatha — a
siwall town about wo
nours drive southeast of
Melbourne. The meal was
coiked oMLY
newslettey  editor  Erin
Paterson, who has been
naged 28 a suspect because
she appeared to remain in
good health despite her four
guests falling viokatly 11
The fnwesdgation has
fueled inEnse speculzton
as police try to separate
clumsy cooking from an
alleged  act of  malice,
Fatterson  stressed  om

Maomadey she had unwitingly

Amsterdam Opens "Trailblazing” Safe
Space For LGBTQ, Women Skaters

The povk is @ trodidazer, as NGOs fiave p

AMSTERDAM : (AGENCY)

Skateboarders in colourful
outfite  zip  around a
skatepark  unque  in
Amsterdai, one of the frst
in the worki to(pmv‘lde a
safe space for LGBTQ and
wommen skaters, & sign say-
ing "Skatboarding Is for
Everyone’ hangs on 2 wall
whik a rainbow-hued logo
is painted above the wond-
en ramps in a warehouse
in the gouth of the Dutch
caplzl "There is wo [udge-
ment;” save Tem, a il

ear-old wearing a black
tielmet and T-ghirt and a
pair of blue and white
checked trousers while
1 sestyle

a5 a food volinteer, added
that it was a " eomborble
environment where 1 feel
like T ean kearn 10 share
without the jcky vibe ina
public skatepar”.
Trespite it lmage as an
alternathre sport of baggy-
mrousered vehels, skate-
hoarding has Ioni had
issues with sexism, ho
phobiz and &

ding for wamen n counttes srch as Afghonistn,

The park is a railbhzer, ag
NGOs have previously pro-
moted skarehoarding for
Women in countvies such
a5 Afghanistan and in the
Palestinian erritories, but
not for LGBTO skaters,

"For sure, it might be the
firsy' Zonne Zufjderiand
saAyE.

A colboration

mache coliure.

S0 it's no surprise that
the Netherlands, which
was the first country in the
workd o kgallse same-gex
marriage and ks renowned
for i Hheral attitides,
should provide an zlterna-
thve. "I feel like I have the
quce o be myself and to
skate and to have fun with
friemds, which is all we
want' the skamparks
manager  Flip LT
Zunderkng 25, twlls AFF

o 0Fg
tions, Women Skate the
Waorld and New Weave the
skatepark's origing le in

imprompm skate sesshons
r.luring e first summer of
Covid "t st out a5 2

group chat being like 'hey,
guys, there's a bunch of
queeT peopk skating atan
e pall\. whn wants
b come? Zonne
Zuijderbnd says. "Trsmrmed
out with 10 peopk and
within a few months it was
about 407 When winter

came they saried having
bwice-monthly nighls at
another indoor
Amsterdam  skatepark,
Noord, but it was “way too
litke" go they wanted &
place of thelr owr With
donations and public fund-
ing they found an empty
warehouse, and creafed
ome. I's now a safe space
tor an up-and-coming gen-
eration of skaters whao
might otherwise be put off
bywhatZonneZujj rland
savs can be an "aggresshie
group with a ne pain, no
gain mindset’.

While  women  and
LGEBT  athletes  have
hecome increasmngly
accepted in skateboarding,

articularly after veteran
15 professional  Brizn
Anderson came out as gay
in 2016, the sport stll has
far to go. "Because T

Ex President For "High Treason"

Niger's military leaders said they would prosecute Bazoum "for high treason and
undermining the internal and external security of Niger.”

NIGER : {AGENCY)

Niger's milimry  reglme
woiged Are Sunday toprose-
cute  ousted  president
Mohamed Bazoum  for
“high reason” and shmmed
West African eaders for
imposing sanctions on the
counny. The  Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) imposed
sanctions  on Niger in
response 1o the coup and
has not rulkd oot using
force against the army ofi
£ers wio n}'iphu the dem-
cr:l:l:al cted  Hazoum
on i

The West African bloc
has approved the deploy-
et D?a “standby run:el:o
restore constitutional
order” i Niger a5 soon as
possible bul remains coits
mitted to fnding a dipl-

@9 gEmmmEEIEEE | | | e — |

matic sakition to the crisis.
Niger's milizry kaders said
they  would  prosecute
Bamum “for high frezson
end underimining the iner-
nal and externsl securitye of
Niger', accordlnﬁ oz slates

ment read out by Colonek
Major Amadow AN
on natbional hebvisiorL

L] .
Bazoum, 63, znd his family
hewe heen held a0 the presi-
dent's offical Niamey resi-
dence since the coup, with

international CORCETR
mounting over his condi-
tions in detention. 4 mem-
ber of hig entoursge said he
saw buis doctor on Saturday.
“after this visit, the doctor

raised no problems regard-
g the sawe of health of the
deposed  president  and
members of his family” the
militzry said. They also said
sanctons finposed on Niger
had made it difficul for peo-
?h to access medicines,

od and ekectricity, and
were flkgal inhumeane and
humiliating”, The com-
ments came just hours after
religions mediators met
with eoup lkader Ceneral

dourahamane Tizni, wha
indicated hig regime wag
o 0 a dlplolnam break-
through. Tiani “"said their
doers were oped o esplore
diplomacy and peace In
resolving the matter”, sajd
Sheikh Bak Lau, a day efter
Inis Nigerlan Muslim delega-
aom held alks in the capir]
Nizmey. Tiani “chimed the
coup was well Inended”

and that the plotters "sruck
to stave off an iminineat
threat that woud have
affected” Nigeria as well as
Niger, according to Lau's
statement But Tiand said it
was "painful” that BCGWAS
had fssued an uldmaum w
restore Bazoum without
hearing “thelr side of the
mater, the  smement
adted The Mustim kaders
visited Niamey with the
blessing  of  Nigerian
President Bolz Tinubu, who
is also head of ECOWAS
Tinubu has adopted a firm
stance against the coup, the
sixth to Qi an ECOWAS

Niger, blocking much-need-
ed fmpaorts,

trans, when | was stll iden-
dfying as & girl, 1 would
even get sanding ovations
because | could ride an 2
hoard [ never felt nlken
seripusly,’  savs  Zonne
Tutjderland, who is also an
actar znd filmmaker. Rut
the park is not just for
[.GB"R’J people and women,
even if that was the Inital
Irila, Zomne Zufjderland
a

5.
"It really doesnt mat-
ter If you're gay sorakght
ueer, ois, rans as long as
you're here to have a good
dime and make oher peo-
ple have a good e,
you'Te welconte,” he adds,
The dozen or 50 skaters
whizzing sround the park
on & weekday afternocn
wear a variety of styles
from traditfional ontmize
skater-wear to flowery
skirts == though most alko
wear safely equipment
The park offers "skate
buddies” to help people
learn the basics of

froa an d roCery store
and that the poisonings
were acciental 'l am now
devastated to think that
these  mushrooms .y
have contribuwed to the il-

ness suffered by my loved
ones,” she reportedhy said in
g smement provided 1o
Australian media, "1 really
want o repear that 1 had
ahsolutely o reason o burt
these peopl whom | loved”
Paterson preqared the beef
Wellington for  her
esranged  parents-in-law
Dom and Gail Faterson on
the afterncon of Saturdsy
[uly 29, She was married {o
Don and Gadl's son Simon
but the coupk had been ke
ing separately for some
time. Local Baptist pastor

Briefs News

Tan Wilkinson and his wife
Heather rounded out the
SI]ESI' list, later that might
e o couples stgrked
eoq)e-nmcum feod polson-
toms and, with

thelr ealth rapidly deterio-

raling, they sought the help
of docrors at Jocal hospit s,
Heather and Geil died the
following Fricey, Don died
the day afer that and 70-
year-oki Tan is sill clinging
to Ufe i a critical but sablk
comndition. "We are hopefil
and continue o pray for his
pecovery)” lan's fmmlly sald
in 4 smement over the
weehend, "We are deeply
moved by the oupounng
of kindness, pravers, and
support  from family
friends snd the hrozder
cormmumE

Stolen Ambulance Rams
Multiple Cars In US During

Police Chase

1S : [AGENCY)

The police in Virginia, in the United Stztes, was armested
after he stole an ambulknee and hitat kast 10 cars.
Arcerding  Fox News, (he incident ool phoe on
Samrday when the man inmvolved in a multear collision
stak an ambulnee and iried to flee the scene. The
stoknambubnce wes chaged by several
It entered Inerstte highway 395, Virg
pursued the car inte Washington, DE, where it stopped
after crashing inm another car. The police tock the sus-
pect inte custody without any malor incident the outkt
further said in is report. The deparmment has hunched
tion Maln roads n the ares of the 140
Street Bridge were shut down, said The Washington
Post. The entire thing sEwed when a stolen fuck
crastied into another vehick around 3 40pm, said the
polbee, The same ruck was fwolved ina muld-vehice
crash on the highway a minute Ber,

'k spoted someone leaving the

ax hington Post szid.

China's Defence Minister to visit
Russia, Belarus this week

an inveerd

After the erash, peo;
truck on foct, The

BEINING : (AGENCY)

sport == ollies, sh i
and kitkﬂips —a far cry

Chinese Defence Minister 14 Shangfo will visic Russia
and Belarus this week, his ministry sa2id in an online

from t.‘w Inlimidating‘
e of
skene a s
eopk  here  are

friendly and undersmnd-
ing and acwally willing to
help me karn wew things
compared o other phoes
I've been to,' says WWiske
Mooney, 21, & student

"I hope that in a few

: that will ke & whik
efore we're there, so untl
that poing, here we are.”

on Monday. Tes

©hina refusing to
cemned invasion of nei

wtien of Russian Defence Minisier [Sergef] Shoigu and
Behrusian Defence Miniser

Au

nese defence minisiry

al

of defence

o vist China  October.

between Beijing and
Maosrow have remaimed warm i recent years, with
alk our against Russi's widely con-

st 14 bo 19, Stte Counciller and Defence Minister
angu will go to Russia toatend the 11t Moscow
Conference on Inermatdonal Securis; and vislt Bebros”
kesperson said.

Li's visir to Russia will lm:hJT.J

thonal security forum, as well as meetngs with kaders
rimenis from Kussia
ries, the gpolesperson sdded. Last ot
Vizdimir Futin said the Russian president was o

lice carg as
a State Pollee

ring Ukraine. "4 the invi-

ikror) Khrenin, from

agpeechat the inEra-
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