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Puerto Rico joke 
backfires on Trump
FPJ News Service 
WASHINGTON 

As the race for the White 
House has entered its final 
week, with national and swing 
state polling between Kamala 
Harris and Donald Trump 
incredibly close, the Trump 
campaign Monday des-
perately tried to 
douse the anger over 
a  joke at Donald 
Trump's rally the 
night before in New 
York’s Madison Square 
Garden, where comic 
Tony Hinchcliffe described 
Puerto Rico as a "floating 
island of garbage".   

Remarks by other speakers, 
whose speeches were vetted by 
Republican campaign officials, 
also offended many. The 
speakers spoke ahead of 
Trump’s closing message.   
Some lobbed racist barbs about 
Latino and Black Americans; 
others deployed misogynistic 
attacks against Trump’s female 
political adversaries, past 
and present. The fiery tone 
of the evening, many 
said, had put 
the US to 
shame. 

“I ’m 
livid,” 
C N N 
quoted one 
s o u r c e 

close to the former president 
saying.   For nearly a decade, 
Trump has endured — if not 
thrived — on the lack of a filter 
in what his supporters say on 
stage. Meanwhile, former 
president Barack Obama   hit 
hard on the racist and vulgar 
language used on a public 

platform and  said at   a 
rally for Kamala 

Harris in 
Philadelphia, “Now, 
these are fellow 

citizens his   (Trump 
warm-up speakers) 

talking about, They are 
your neighbours, they are 
your friends, they are your 
coworkers, their kids go to 
school with your kids. These 
are Americans.” 

About 500,000 Puerto 
Ricans live in battleground 
Pennsylvania, where Obama 
held Monday night’s rally. “We 
have to reject the kind of 
politics of divisions and hatred 
that we saw represented,” 
Obama said. “America is ready 

to turn the page.”  
Both the archbishop 

and president of Puerto 
Rico's Republican party 

called on Trump to per-
sonally apologise for 

the  crude joke 
about the 
island.
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Writ seeking ban on 
Hasina’s party dropped
PTI 
DHAKA 

A writ petition filed in a high 
court in Bangladesh seeking a 
ban on ousted Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina's Awami 
League and several other 
parties was withdrawn on 
Tuesday. On Monday, leaders 
of the anti-discrimination stu-
dents' movement sought the 
court's directions to prevent 
the Awami League and 10 
other parties from conduct-
ing political activities in the 
country. However, on 
Tuesday, court officials and 
lawyers said that three top 
leaders or coordinators of the 

movement decided not to 
proceed with the petition that 
also questioned the past three 
general elections which 
installed Awami League in 
power. The BNP, which has 
turned into the country’s 
major political force, has 
stated that they oppose a ban 
on any political party for 
inclusiveness in elections. 
Meanwhile, the interim gov-
ernment on Monday evening 
said it had not decided upon 
banning any political party. 

However, the students' 
movement in a rally on 
October 22 announced a five-
point demand, including the 
ban on Awami League.

Berlin protests  
execution        
by Iran govt
Agencies 
BERLIN/TEHRAN 

Germany has recalled its 
ambassador to Iran over the 
execution of German-
Iranian national Jamshid 
Sharmahd and summoned 
the Iranian charge d'affaires 
to voice Berlin's protest, the 
German foreign office said 
Tuesday.. 

Iranian state media said 
on Monday that Sharmahd 
was put to death after he was 
convicted of carrying out a 
terrorist attack on a mosque 
that killed 14.
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Israeli airstrike kills  
93 in northern Gaza
Agencies 
GAZA 

Ninety three Palestinians, 
including women and 
children, were killed in an 
Israeli airstrike on a 
crowded apartment build-
ing in the northern Gaza 
town of Beit Lahiya, 
according to a report by 
the Guardian. A further 40 
were still missing, as 
emergency workers dug 
through the rubble looking 
for the dead and injured 
on Tuesday morning. 

Dr Hussam Abu Safia, 
the director of the nearby 
Kamal Adwan hospital, 
said dozens of wounded 
people had arrived at the 
overwhelmed facility. 

Hezb appoints new leader 
In a separate development, 
the Lebanese backed mili-
tant group Hezbollah has 
appointed Naim Qassem 
as its new leader, following 
the killing of Hassan 
Nasrallah in an Israeli air-
strike last month.  

Qassem, 71, had been 
Nasrallah’s right-hand man 

for the past three decades. 
He was one of Hezbollah’s 
founding members when 
the group was formed 
back in 1982, following 
Israel’s invasion of 
Lebanon.  

He had been the party’s 
deputy secretary general 
since 1991, the year before 
Nasrallah took the helm. 
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