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IMA calls for 24~hr OPD shutdown
over Kolkata doctor’s rape-murder

High Court says mob violence at RG Kar hospltal an absolute failure of state machinery

SANKETKOUL & PT
NewDelhi, 16 August

hisweekend, outpatient depart~

T ments(OPDs)and elective med-
Ical procedures are llkely to

come to a standstlll as the Indian
Medical Assoclation (IMA) has called
fora nationwide 24-hour withdrawal of
services by doctors starting August 17,
Senlor officials from the medical

National AwardS° Regional
cinematakesthe spotllght

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Dethi, 16 August

Reglonal cinema dominated
the Natlonal Film Awards
announced on Friday with
best feature film golng to
Malayalam movie Aattam:
The Play and Rishab Shetty
baggling best actor for the
Kannada hit Kantara. The
best actress prize was shared
by Nithya Menen, for the
Tamil  film  Thiruchi-
trambalam. and Manasi
Parekh for the Gujarat!

¥ BestFilm: Aattom{Malayalam)

body on Friday demanded proper Inves-
tigation into the rape and murderof a
31-year-old resldent doctor In Kolkata's

» Best Actress: Nithya Menen
(left) for Thinuchitembhalom
and Manasl Parekh (right) for

movle Kutch Express.
The lone Bollyw-
ood presence Ln the

RG Kar Medlcal College and Hospital.
‘They alsowanted acentral law tocheck
violence on healthcare workers.

“The withdrawal of services by all
the modern medicine doctors will start
from 6 am on Saturday to 6 am on
Sunday, August 18," an officlal with the
TMA said. “While all essential and emer-
gency services will be maintained, rou-
tine OPD services will not function and
elective surgeries will not be conduct-
ed,” he added.

It Is not yet clear how many leading
private hospltals jolned this protest, but
the IMA claimed that several corporate
hospitals have also promlsed support,

Ing the body's d

n a protest agalnst Opposition

Bengal CM and TMC chief Mamata Banctjes,
BJ

RG

in Kolkata on Friday PHOTU: PTI

top categorles for
the 70th edition of
the national awards
was Uunchal with
Soora) R Barjatya named
best director.

The adventure film, cen-~
tred on four ageing friends
readying to scale Mt Everest,
alse won Neena Gupta 2 best
supporting actress prize.

“Itis yet tosink Ln. I've got
two National Awards in the
past and I'm getting another
National award after many
many years, it's a big thing for
me,” Gupta, who bagged

IMA national president R V Asokan sajd . . o e . awards for the non-feature
there s a dire need foracenrat lwto. | COll€@guies involved in crime, parents tell (BI; ex-principal questioned | | zezarsicaram in1993 and for
save doctors and healthcare workers Woh Cholariin 1994, told PTL
from violence of any kind. P of thi d A i murdered al BG Kar Mecical College and Hospital lasLweek, told Abigwinner in the awards
Cuxrently. 25 states have laws | theCBithat i lamfmm spital might be invedved in the crime, an officer said on Friday. The for 2022 was the Haryanvi
against hospirals rents ko p h | apency, i from the Calcutta High Court, with fllm Fouja, which got Pavan
‘but there have been no so f they tobe th g allwluer at run haspital, “The parentstold us Malhotra & best supporting
far. These laws are mostly ineffectiveon | thatthey susped th il it thoir daughter. They have actor and won two other
the ground and do not serve the pur- | fh it & few d i d with her attha hospitl," the (R officer said, m awards — best debut flim of a
director for Pramod Kumar

pose of deterrence,” he said.

A four-member delegation of the
IMA had met Health MlnisterJ P Nadda
on Tuesday to push for thelr demands.
Commenting on whether they got any

tors in Kolkata.

This comes as the
Calcutta High Courton Friday directed  and
the police and the hospltal
to file affidavits an the situation at RG

The Bench also dlrected the police

Reiterating her dernand for capital

and best lyrics to Naushad
Sadar Khan,

of

the true
state of affairs at the hospital and all

mended the Kolkata Pollce for thelr
Investlgation, which was later trans-

for the gullry, she com-
The awards were
announced by Rahul Rawail,

assurances from the health ministry, Kar Medical College campus. The high  connected marters on August 2L This ferred to the Central Bureau of | head of the jury for the feature

Asokan sald while It did not gtve any court sald the mob violence was an is when the marter Is scheduled 1o be  Investigation (CBI) by the high court. film segmenl, and

the ministry j- absolute failure of state machinery. heard again. TMC. RIP spar over mob Meanwhile, West Bengal BJP pres- Nila Madhab Panda, who

tive to issues faced by doctors. A dlvision Bench presided by the violence on protesting doctors Ident Sukanta Majumdar was detained headed the non-fearure film
Asokan also demanded that thegov-  HC's Chlef Justlce TS Stvagnanam sald ‘West Bengal Chief MinlsterMamata by the Kolkata Pollce after organising a category.

ermment declare hospitals across the
country as safe zones on lines of air-
ports, so that doctors can work without
fear. They sought a proper investigation,

time-bound pmsecunon and appropri-

after the attack zgamsl pm(esnng doe-

hours of Thursday.

it was hard to belleve that the police
intelligence did not have information
about the gathering of 7000 people.
This came as the state's lawyer told the
court that a mob of such a number had
at the hospltal In the early

Banerjee on Friday accused the
Opposition CPI{M) and BIP of orches-
tradng vandallsm at RG Kar Hospital.
She said they atternpted to obscure the
truth behind the rape and murder of a
wornan doctor by spreading fake news
on the soclal media-

sit4n protest against the state govern-
ment's handling of the case.

“We will not be Intimldated by the
TMC police. Our resolve remains
unshaken. We will continue to fight for
Justice with unwavering determlna-
tion,” he told news agency ANT.

Aattam: The Piay, directed
by Anand Ekarshi, revolves
around a theatre troupe and
the changing dynamics after
its only woman member
alleges she has been groped
by one of the men. To win

Best Actor:

Rishab Shetty
fot Kantara

{Kannada)

three Natlonal
Awands for his
malden fllm as a director was
“Incredibly molvating”, sald
Ekarshl who also won the best
screenplay trophy.

“Itis extremely motlvating.
and ['m thrilled. People were
saying that National awards
are going to be announced
and something should
happen... This is incredibly
amazlng. Everyone Is on
cloud nine,” he told PTT.

The film’s third win was for
best editing for Mahesh
Bhuvanend.

The Kannada blockbuster
Kantara, which explores the
intricate connectlon berween
humanity and nature
through its folklore-based
storytelllng, was also named
in the category for best pop-
ular fllm providing whole-
some entertainment. Best
actor Shetty plays the dual
roles of a father and son.

“l am truly overwhelmed
by the honour of this National

- Kutch Express

-
Soofa| RBarjatys
for Unnctal

Award for Kontars... The
nidiences have made this
fllm what It [s and thelr sup-
port fills me with adeep sense
of responsibility. I am com-
mitted to working even harder
tobringan even better film to
our viewers,” Shetty, who co-
wrote and directed Kantara,
sald in astatement,

Sharmila Tagore and
Manoj BaJpayee starrer
Guimohar, a famlly drama
exploring the meaning of
family and home, was judged
best Hindl film with Its dlrec~
tor Rahul V Chittela taking
home the award for best dia-
logue wrlter with Arpita
Mukherjee.

‘Tagore said the team is
very happy and are planning
a get logether to celebrate the
film's wins at the Natlonal
Fllm Awards.

Bajpayee also got a special
mention along with music
director Sanjoy Salil
Chowdhury for Malayalam
title Kadhikan,

Isro plans launch
of first Gaganyaan
mission by Dec

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Stiharlkota, 16 August

Isro has targeted to launch
the first mission of the ambi-
tlous G: project by

ing should be done. Our tar-
getisby Novernber the whole
system will reach here, pos-
sibly by December launch
will happen he said,

December, a top officlal sald
in Sriharikota on Friday.
Currently, some of the rocket
hardware for the human
space  programme has
reached the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre and the Integra-
tion of the crew module was
going on at the Vikram
Sarabhal Space Centre,
Trivandrum, Isro Chairman 8
Somanath sald.

=Today, we are working on
the first mission of the
Gaganyaan called G1. The
firstunmanned misslon. The
status loday s the rocket, the
$200 stage, the L1, C32 stage
are all at Satish Dhawan
Space Centre,” he sald.

He said the Crew Module
integration was going on at
VSSC Trivandrum while Crew
Escape hardware was also
ready. “So, we have to com-
plete with full wiring and test-

to a query.

To a query about the
requirement for industries
to partner with the ISRO for
taklng up commerclal
launch ofLV missions,
Somanath said a day-long
meeting was recently held
with the industry.

"I am hoping that the first
technology transfer will
happen in India between
1SRO and industry. The
Request for Interest (RFI) was
released and as a single
(entity) or as consortia, a
company can show Interest
on the technology transfer
{from ISRO) and what were
the expectations from ISRO
and how to quallfy for such
missions,” he said.

From thei held
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with the Industry it emerged
there was a huge amount of
interest for them to learn
about space, he added,

3rd & final developmental
flight of SSV completed

Isro successtullylaunched its
third and final developmental
flight of Small Satellite Launch
Vehide in Siharikota on Friday
whose payloads can be used in
applications like satellile-
based surveillance, disaster
and environmental monil-
oring, fire detection, volcanic
activity among others. The
flight=1v~D3 would ako pave
the way for the Industry 1o
collaborate with Isro's
commercial arm NewSpace
Indialtd for taking up
launches using the Smali
Satellite Launch Vehidle,
Asthesix-hour countdown
forthe mission conduded, the
LV rocket carrying the primary
Earth Observation Satellite
E0S-08 lifted off majestically
ﬁomthe first launch pad at the
h Space Centre

1sro’s SSLV-DJ carrying Barth
lte leaves a

here, situated about135 km
eastof thennal at a pre-fixed
time of 9.7 am and later

achieved its mission. m

trail of smoke afier it Lifred
off from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre In Sriharikats

on Friday PHOTO: PTI
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