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‘RAISI'S CHOPPER
CRASHED DUE
TO WEATHER'

THE HELICOPTER
CRASH in which
Iran's late
President Ebrahim
Raisi was killed was primarily
caused by weather
conditions that included
thick fog, Iran's state TV said
on Sunday, citing the final
probe report on the incident.

X GOES DARK IN
BRAZILAFTER TOP
COURT RULING

ELON MUSK'S X started to
go dark in Brazil at the order
of the top court as Latin
America's largest nation
became the latest frontin a
global fight over the
regulation of free speech on
the internet.

PHILIPPINES
NABS OVER 150
FOREIGNERS

PHILIPPINE
AUTHORITIES
ARRESTED more
than 150 foreign
nationals during a raid of an
illegal online gaming hub on
Saturday. Agents found
dozens of people engaged
inillegal activities on
makeshift workstations
inside a resort on the central
island of Cebu, the
immigration bureau said.

PAK CONFIRMS
FOURTH CASE
OF MPOX VIRUS

AUTHORITIES IN PAKISTAN
on Sunday reported another
case of monkeypox (mpox)
virus amid the confusion
about the total number of
cases confirmed so farin

the country. The fourth case
was detected in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. AGENCIES
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Killing of six hostages puts Ukraine launches mass

Netanyahu under pressur

BLOOMBERG
September 1

ISRAELRECOVERED THE bod-
ies of six hostages who it said
had been killed by their Hamas
captorsin Gaza,igniting recrim-
ination against Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’sdecision
to hold firm opposing conces-
sions demanded by the Pales-
tinian militant group for a
potential cease-fire.

The six — including a
maimed Israeli-US citizen,
Hersh Goldberg-Polin, whose
parents helped spearhead US
solidarity campaigns for the
hostages’return —were discov-
ered on Saturday by troops
searchinga tunnelin the south-
ern city of Rafah, thearmy said.

An Israeli official told
Bloomberg their remains bore
signs of execution by shooting.
Izzat Al-Rishg,a member of the
Hamas political bureau, said
the hostageshad beenkilled in
an Israeli bombing.

The discovery stunned a
publicalreadydismayed at slow-
moving efforts — shepherded
by the US,Qatarand Egypt — to
mediateawaytowind downthe

Picture shows handout images of hostages who were kidnapped by Hamas during the

October 7 attacks, and whose bodies have been found in Rafah area of Gaza

almost 11-month-old war
between Israel and Hamas.
Netanyahu canceled a planned
appearance to open the new
school year, as well as the regu-
larweekly cabinet meeting.
Netanyahumadearare pub-
lic penance in a call to the par-
entsof one of the slain hostages,
saying he apologised that the
statefailed tosave theirsonand

the other five. His office said his
military secretary had been in
Moscow in an effort to secure
Russian helpwith the hostages.

“Those who murder
hostages do not want a deal,”
Netanyahu said. The slain
hostages were mourned in the
US, where President Joe Biden
voiced outrage at Hamas and
promised, in a statement, to

REUTERS

keep“working around the clock
for a deal to secure the release
of theremaining hostages.”

In Israel, much of the pub-
licfurywas directed toward the
prime minister,who on Friday
won the support of his security
cabinet for keeping Israeli
troops in the key Gaza-Egypt-
ianborderarea underanytruce
with Hamas.

PAVEL POLITYUK
Kyiv, September 1

KYIV LAUNCHED ONE of the
biggest drone attacks on Russia
since the full-scale war began,
targeting power plants and an
oil refinery overnight, while
Moscow’s forces made further
advances towards a key town in
eastern Ukraine,officials said on
Sunday. Ukraine also reported
Russian shelling of areas near
their shared border. A missile
attackonagrain convoykilleda
truck driver while another, on
Ukraine’s second largest city of
Kharkivin the northeast,injured
atleast 28, it said.

Thefighting comesata crit-
ical juncture in the two-and-a-
half year conflict, with Russia
pressingan offensivein eastern
Ukraine while trying to expel
Ukrainian forces that broke
through itswesternborderina
surprise incursion on August 6.

Russia last week pounded
Ukraine with its heaviest air
strikes of thewar, hitting energy
facilities, part of a campaign of
droneand missilebarrages that
have killed thousands of civil-
ians and troops since the con-
flict began in February 2022.

UN begins polio vaccination in Gaza Strip

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
& HUSSAM AL-MASRI
Cairo/Gaza, September 1

THE UNITED NATIONS;in col-
laboration with Palestinian
health authorities, began vac-
cination of 640,000 children
in the Gaza Strip on Sunday,
with Israel and Hamas agree-
ing to brief pauses in their11-
month war to allow the cam-
paign to go ahead.

The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) confirmed last
month that a baby was par-
tially paralysed by the type 2
polio virus, the first such case
in the territoryin 25 years.

The campaign began on

Far-right seen gaining in
Germany regional polls

THE ALTERNATIVE FOR Ger-
many (AfD)was on trackon Sun-
daytobecome thefirst far-right
party to win a regional election
in Germany since World War
Two, exit polls showed, but was
almost certain to be excluded
from power by rival parties.

The AfDwas projected towin
33.5% ofthevotein the state of
Thuringia,comfortablyahead of
the conservatives’ 24.5%,
broadcaster ZDF’s exit poll
showed. In the neighbouring
state of Saxony, the conserva-
tivesled on 32%,just halfa per-
centage point ahead of the AfD.

The left populist Sahra
Wagenknecht Alligace (BSW),
which like t demands

sharper controls on immigra-
tion and wants to stop arming
Ukraine, came third in both
states, though significantly
underperformed earlier polls.
With a year to go until Ger-
many’s national election, the
results look punishing for
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s coali-
tion, though his Social Democ-
rats looked to have cleared the
5% threshold for stayingin the
parliaments of both states.
However his coalition part-
ners, the Greens and Free
Democratslooked less securein
both parliaments, in a develop-
ment that could heraldyet more
conflict in Scholz’s coalition
government. —REUTERS

Palestinian children are vaccinated against polio, amid the

Israel-Hamas conflict, in the central Gaza on Sunday

Sundayinareas of central Gaza,
and will move to other areas in
coming days. Fighting will
pause for at least eight hours

REUTERS

on three consecutive days.
The WHO said the pauses

will likely need to extend to a

fourth day and the first round

of vaccinations will take just
under two weeks.

Children, escorted by mem-
bers of their families,crowded a
UN-runclinicinthecentral Gaza
city of Deir Al-Balah, where
around one million people were
sheltering, according to Pales-
tinian officials. Medical staffers
marked children who got the
dropswithapenon theirfingers.

“Icametothe UNRWACclinic
today to vaccinate my daugh-
ters against polio and God will-
ing we won’t see any more dis-
easesotherthan thediseaseswe
arealreadyexperiencing.Ihope
we will go back to our homes
safe and sound,” said Gaza
mother Afnan Al-Mugayyad.

Polio was just one of many
of Al-Mugayyad’s concerns.

“Skin diseases are wide-
spread,thereare nodetergents,
detergents are very expensive
and we can’t afford them. Also,
the food is very expensive,
everything is expensive, and
the children’s weight is drop-
ping, they were fine before but
now they’re becoming very
thin.I hope God will set things
straight,” she said.

Juliette Touma, communi-
cations director of UNRWA,
the UN Palestinian refugee
agency, said the vaccination
campaign was massive and
“one of the most complex in
theworld.” —REUTERS

e drone attack on Russia

Volunteers carry a wounded local resident at site of a

Russian missile strike, in Kharkiv on Sunday

Ukraine, with a rapidly
expanding domestic drone
industry, has stepped up its
own attacks on Russian
energy, military and transport
infrastructure.

Itisalso pressing the United
States and other allies for per-
mission to use more powerful
Western-supplied weapons to
inflict greater damage inside
Russia and impair Moscow’s
abilities to attack Ukraine.

Russian officials said air
defence units had destroyed

REUTERS

158 drones launched by
Ukraine overnight, and that
debris caused fires at the
Moscow Oil Refineryand at the
Konakovo Power Station in the
neighbouring Tverregion.Tem-
porary restrictions imposed on
Moscow’s Vnukovo, Domode-
dovo and Zhukovsky airports
overnightwerelifted on Sunday
morning,according to aviation
watchdog Rosaviatsia. Reuters
could not independently verify
the reports of drone attacks
against Russia. = —REUTERS

South Korea exports extend
gains to 11th month in Aug

SOUTH KOREA'S EXPORTS
rose for an 11th straight
month in August, but the pace
of growth wasweaker than the
previous month and market
expectations as demand for
computer chips slowed, while
auto sales remained sluggish.

Overseas sales by Asia’s
fourth-largest economy rose
11.4%year-on-yearto $57.90
billion, trade data showed on
Sunday,slowing from a gain of
13.9% in the previous month,
which was the fastest in six
months. —REUTERS
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