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अटल सतेवूर 
मरॅे् ॉिच ेआ्ोजि   
नवी मुबंई : भशवडी-न्ावा 
शवेा अटल सतेवूर 
(एमटीएचएल) एमएमआरडीए 
भविागाकडनू रभववारी भद.१६ 
फबेवुारी रोजी सकाळी मरॅथेॉनचे 
आ्ोजन करण्ात आले आ्.े 
त्ामळु ेअटल सते ूभशवडी-
न्ावाशवेा सी-भलकंवर १५ 
फबेवुारी रोजी राती ११ 
वाजल्ापासनू त े१६ फबेवुारी 
रोजी दपुारी १ वाजपे्षांत सवभा 
पकारच्ा वा्नांना पवशे बदं 
करण्ात आला आ्े. नवी मुबंई 
पोभलसाचं्ा वा्तूक भविागान े
्ाबाबतची अभधसचुना जारी 
कलेी आ्े. तसचे अटल 
सतेवूरून ्-ेजा करणाऱ्ा 
वा्नानंा प्ाभ्ा ी मागाभावरून 
जाण्ाबाबत सभूचत कले ेआ्े. 
एमएमआरडीए भविागाकडनू 
भशवडी-न्ावाशेवा सी-भलकंवर 
१५  त े१६ फबेवुारी रोजी सवभा 
पकारच्ा वा्नांना पवशे बदं 
करण्ात आला आ्े.  
 
नजलहा पररषदचे्ा 
शाळते आठवड ेबाजार  
कर्जत : रा्गड भजल्ा 
पररषदचे्ा पाथभमक आकलु्दे 
्थेील शाळमेध् ेआनंद बाजार 
म्ोतसवाच ेआ्ोजन शाळेच्ा 
मखु्ाध्ाभपका सा्रा पटले 
्ानंी मोठा भदमाखात कले े्ोते. 
्ावळेी बोलताना माजी केंद 
पमखु पभतिा साळोखे ्ानंी 
भवदार्ाषांना पत्के गोषटीचे मलू् 
मापन समजल ेपाभ्जे त्ाची 
जाणीव झाल ेपाभ्ज.े ्ा आनंद 
बाजार म्ोसतवात भवदार्ाषांना 
द्ा रुप्े कमभवण्ासाठी भकती 
मे् नत घ्ावी लागली. ् ेत्ांना 
पत्कात अनुिवाला भमळाले, 
अस ेपभतपादन साळोख े्ानंी 
कले.े ्ा आनंद बाजार 
म्ोतसवापसगंी केंद पमखु अनंत 
खरै े्ाचं्ा ्सत ेझाले. ्ावेळी 
पभ्ली त ेचौथीच्ा भवदार्ाषांनी 
खादपदाथभा तसचे पाल ेिाज्ांच े
सटॉल लावल े्ोते. ्ावेळी 
गामसथानंी मोठा सखं्ने े
पभतसाद दऊेन आनंद बाजार 
म्ोतसवाचा आनंद घतेला.  

निवडक

५

नवनीत बऱ्ाट/ेउल्ासनगर 
पदषूणाच्ा समस्मेळु ेश्री 
जीवनावर मोठा पररणाम ्ोत आ्,े 
आभण ्वते असलेल्ा अदृश् 
भवषारी घटकाचंा धोका वाढत 
आ्.े मात, आता उल्ासनगर 
श्रातील नागररकासंाठी एक 
म्तवपणूभा सभुवधा उपलबध झाली 
आ्.े केंदी् पदषूण भन्तंण 
मडंळान े(BOBA) भवकभसत 
कलेले े‘समीर ॲप’ आता 
उल्ासनगर म्ानगरपाभलकचे्ा 

माध्मातनू अभधकतृपण ेउपलबध 
करून दणे्ात आल ेअसल्ाची 
माभ्ती पाभलका आ्ु् त मनीषा 
आव्ाळ े्ानंी भदली. 

‘समीर ॲप’ श्रातील ्वचेा 
गणुवता भनद्देशांक (@PH - @hq 
Pt`khsx Hmcdw) दाखवत े
तसेच ्वचे्ा गणुवतबेाबत तकारी 
दाखल करता ्णेार आ्ते. 
त्ामळु ेश्रवासी् आता आपल्ा 
पररसरातील ्वचेी कसथती जाणनू 
घऊेन आवश्क तकारी थटे 

पशासनाप्षांत पो्ोचव ू
शकतात. दशेिरातील 
भनवडक श्रामंध् े
्वचे्ा गणुवतवेर 
नजर ठवेण्ासाठी 
केंदी् पदषूण भन्तंण 
मडंळान े‘समीर ॲप’ 
भवकभसत कले ेआ्.े ्ा ‘ॲप’च्ा 
माध्मातनू नागररकानंा श्रातील 

्वचेा भनद्देशाकं जाणनू 
घतेा ्णेार आ्,े 
तसचे ्वचे्ा 
पदषूणाबाबत तकार 
नोंदवण्ाची सभुवधा 
दखेील उपलबध ्ोणार 
आ्.े ्ा ॲपदार े

नागररकानंा श्रातील ्वचे्ा 
गणुवतचेी अद्ावत माभ्ती 

भमळले, @PH भनद्देशाकंावर 
आधाररत ्वचे्ा शदु्धतचेा अदंाज 
बाधंता ्ईेल.  
्वचे्ा गणुवतेभवष्ी तकार थटे 

BOBA व म्ानगरपाभलकपे्षांत 
पो्ोचवता ्ईेल, प्ाभावरण 
सधुारण्ाच्ा मोभ्मते सभक् 
स्िाग घतेा ्ईेल, अशी माभ्ती 
पाभलका अभधकाऱ्ानंी भदली. 

उल्ासनगर श्रातील नागररकानंी 
आपल्ा पररसरातील ्वचेी कसथती 
जाणनू घणे्ासाठी ‘समीर ॲप’चा 

अवलबं करावा, तसचे ्वचे्ा 
गणुवतचे्ा बाबतीत तकारी 
नोंदवनू पशासनाला स्का्भा 

करण्ाच ेआवा्न पाभलका 
पशासनाकडनू करण्ात आल े
आ्.े

नभवंडीत अलपव्ीि 
मुलीचे अपहरि   

भिवंडी : श्रातील शांतीनगर 
्दीतील एका शाळेजवळ 
रा्णाऱ्ा १५ वष्षी् मुलीचे 
अजाताने अप्रण केल्ाचे समोर 
आले आ्े. ्ापकरणी शांतीनगर 
पोलीस ठाण्ात गुन्ा दाखल 
करण्ात आला आ्.े  
पोभलसांनी भदलेल्ा 

माभ्तीनुसार,३५ वष्षी् तकारदार 
मभ्ला शांतीनगर पोलीस ठाणे 
्दीत कुटुंबासोबत िाडाच्ा 
खोलीत रा्त आ्े. दरम्ान १२ 
फेबुवारी रोजी सा्ंकाळी ४ 
वाजण्ाच्ा सुमारास तकारदार 
मभ्लेची १५ वष्षी् मुलगी 
घराच्ा बा्ेरील पररसरात 
कोणाला का्ी्ी न सांगता गेली 
असता भतला अजात इसमान ेफूस 
लावून भतचे अप्रण केले. 

नवी मुंबई : ऐरोली से्टर-१ 
मधील एका बांधकाम साइटवर 
उभ्ा असलेल्ा बांधकाम 
व्ावसाभ्कावर अजात व््तीने 
गोळीबार केल्ाची घटना गुरुवारी 
सा्ंकाळी घडली. आरोपीने 
झाडलेल्ा दोन गोळ्ा सुदैवाने 
तेथील भिंतीला लागल्ा. त्ामुळे 
्ा घटनेत कुणी्ी जखमी झाले 
ना्ी. रबाळ े पोभलसांनी ्ा 
घटनेनंतर गोळीबार करणाऱ्ा 
भवरोधात गुन्ा दाखल करून एका 
संशभ्ताला ताब्ात घेण्ात आले 
आ्े.  
ऐरोलीत रा्णाऱ्ा बांधकाम 

व्ावसाभ्क सुधीर शमाभाने ऐरोली 
से्टर-१ मध्े इमारतीच ेबांधकाम 

्ाती घेतल ेआ्े. ्ाच बांधकाम 
साइटवर गुरुवारी सा्ंकाळी 
अजात व््तीन े तेथ े उभ्ा 
असलेल्ा बांधकाम 
व्ावसाभ्कावर भपसतुलन े
गोळीबार केला. सुदैवान े सदरची 
गोळी तेथील भिंतीला लागल्ाने ्ा 
गोळीबारात कुणी्ी जखमी झाले 
ना्ी. ्ा घटनेची माभ्ती भमळताच 
रबाळे पोभलसांनी घटनासथळी धाव 
घेतली. त्ानंतर पोभलसांनी 
बांधकाम व्ावसाभ्क सुधीर 
शमाभाच्ा तकारीवरून अजात 
व््तीभवरोधात गुन्ा दाखल केला 
आ्े. तसेच सुधीर शमाभाने भदलेल्ा 
माभ्तीवरून पोभलसांनी एका 
संशभ्तास ताब्ात घेतले आ्े.  

उरण : गेल्ा का्ी वषाषांत उरण 
तालु््ात मोठा पमाणात 
औदोभगक भवकास सुरू झाला 
आ्े. तालु््ात ओएनजीसी, 
जेएनपीटी, बीपीसीएल ्ासारखे 
मोठ मोठ े पकलप आभण 
जेएनपीटीच्ा अनुषंगान े भनमाभाण 
झालेले मोठमोठे गोदामे ्ामुळे ्ा 
पररसरात नोकऱ्ा आभण 
रोजगाराच्ा संध्ा मोठा पमाणात 
भनमाभाण झाल्ा आ्ेत. ्ा 
भवकासामुळ े उरण तालु््ात 
नागरीकरण देखील झपाटाने 
वाढत आ्े. ्ा वाढत्ा 
नागररकरण, औदोभगकी 
करणासाठी लागणाऱ्ा पाण्ासाठी 
मात तालु््ातील नागररकांना 
दुसऱ्ा तालु््ांवर अवलंबून 
रा्ावे लागत आ्ेत. त्ामुळे उरण 
तालु््ातील नागररकांवर  नवीन 
पाण्ाच े सोत शोधण्ासाठी 
िटकंती करण्ाची वेळ आली 
आ्े.  
उरण तालु््ात पाण्ाच ेसोत ्े 

खूप कमी आ्ेत. तालु््ात 
एमआ्डीसीचे मध्म आकाराच े
रानसई धरण आभण जलसंपदा 
भविागाचे पुनाड े धरण ्े दोनच 
पाण्ाच सोत आ्ेत.  
उरण तालु््ात झपाटाने 

नागररकरण वाढत आ्े. मागील 
वष्षीपासून उरण तालु््ात रेलवे 
लोकल देखील सुरू झाली आ्े. 
न्ावा-भशवडी अटल सेतू ्ामुळ े
मुंबई थेट उरण तालु््ाशी जोडली 

गेल्ान े उरणमध् े आणखी 
श्रीकरण वाढणार आ्े. त्ामुळे 
्ेथे ्ोणाऱ्ा भवकासाच्ा अनुषंगाने 
तालु््ात आणखी पाण्ाचे सोत 
भनमाभाण करण ेगरजेच ेआ्े. 
उरणमध् े इतर धरणाच्ा 

माध्मातून पाणीपुरवठा केला 
जातो. मात वाढत्ा लोकसंख्ेमुळ े
तो कमी पडत असल्ाचे भचत 
प्ाव्ास भमळत आ्े. त्ामुळ े
सथाभनकांना अभतरर्त पाण्ाची 
गरज िास आ्े. 

उल्ासनगरातील ्वेच्ा सतराची घरबसल्ा माह्ती हमळणार  
‘समीर ॲप’ डाऊिलोड करा आनि @PH तवररत तपासा! ‘समीर ॲप’ कसे डाऊनलोड कराव?े 

उलहासनगर महानगरपामलकेन े‘समीर ॲप’ डाऊनलोड करण्ासाठी मवशेष PQ 
कोड जारी केला आह.े नागररकांनी महानगरपामलकेच्ा अमधकृत संकेत्थळावर 
जाऊन PQ कोड ्ककॅन करून ॲप डाऊनलोड करावे. हे ॲप वापरण्ास अत्ंत 
सोपे असून, आपल्ा पररसरातील हवेच्ा गुणवतेमवष्ी सखोल मामहती 
ममळवण्ासाठी नागररकांनी ‘समीर ॲप’चा नककी वापर करावा, असे आवाहन 
उलहासनगर महापामलकेन ेकेले आहे. 

वाढत्ावाढत्ा  लोकसंख्ेमुळेलोकसंख्ेमुळे  
उरणमध्ेउरणमध्े  पाणीटंचाईपाणीटंचाई  

पाण्ाचे  
सोत 

शोधण्ासाठी 
स्ानिकांची 
भटकंती

पाण्ाचे सोत 
वाढववण्ाची गरज  
सध्ा मसडकोतफ्फे आमण महाडातफ्फे 
मोठमोठे गृह पकलप उभ ेकरण्ात 
आले आहेत, तर खासगी 
मबलडरांकडून देखील टोलेजंग 
इमारती उभारण्ात आल्ा आहेत. 
रेलवे सुरू झाल्ानंतर ्ेथे मोठा 
पमाणात नागररक राहण्ासाठी 
सुरूवात झाली आहे. मसडको आमण 
महाडाच्ा इमारतीतील घरे अगोदरच 
बुक करण्ात आली आहेत. 
तालुक्ात नदी नाही, मोठे धरण 
नाही ही व्तुस्थती आहे. मात्र 
काळाची गरज ओळखून डोंगर 
कपारीत, लहान सहान पाणवठे 
त्ार करून पाण्ाचे सोत 
वाढमवण्ाची गरज आहे. अन्था 
पुढचा भमवष्काळ अंधारम् आहे. 

पाणीपुरवठाचा 
तपशील  
हेटवणे धरणातून उरणच्ा पूव्व 
मवभागातील मचरनेर, कळंबुसरे, 
भोम, मोठीजूई, कोपोली, खोपट,े 
मवंधणे, मदघोडे, वेशवी, मचल्ले, 
जांभूळपाडा, गावठाण तर दोणामगरी 
नोड आमण करंजा ्ा भागाला 
पाणीपुरवठा केला जातो. बारवी 
धरणातून जेएनपीटी वसाहत आमण 
जेएनपीए बंदराला पाणीपुरवठा केला 
जातो. रानसई धरणातून २० 
गामपंचा्ती, ओएनजीसी, एनएडी, 
जीटीपीएस, बीपीसीएल, 
जीटीपीएस वसाहती अस ेममळून 
रोज ३० एमएलडी पाणीपुरवठा 
केला जातो. तर पुनाडे धरणातून पूव्व 
भागातील १० गावांना पाणीपुरवठा 
केला जातो. 

रोज ५० त े६० एमएलडी पाण्ाची गरज  
उरण तालुक्ाला सध्ाच्ा स्थतीत रोज ५० ते ६० एमएलडी पाण्ाची गरज 
आहे. मात्र रानसई धरण आमण पुनाडे धरणाची क्षमता तेवढी नाही. रानसई 
धरणाची पाणीसाठा साठवण्ाची क्षमता १० एमसीएम एवढी आहे तर पुनाडे 
धरणाची क्षमता जेमतेम १.७५ एमसीएम एवढी आहे. ्ा दोन धरणांच्ा 
पाणीसाठावर अवलंबून रामहल्ास तालुक्ाला फकत ३ ते ४ ममहनेच 
पाणीपुरवठा होऊ शकतो. त्ामुळे तालुक्ातील पाण्ाची गरज 
भागमवण्ासाठी मसडकोचे हेटवणे धरण आमण एमजेपीचे बारवी धरणातील 
पाण्ावर अवलंबून रहावे लागते.

ऐरोलीत बांधकाम  
व्ावसाम्कावर गोळीबार 

भिवडंी : भिवडंी लोकसिा 
मतदारसघंात गनु्गेारी मोठा 
पमाणात वाढली असनू वाढत्ा 
गनु्गेारीबरोबरच श्रात अवधै 
ड्रगज व्वसा् दखेील फोफावल्ान े
्ा अवधै ड्रगज माभफ्ामंळुचे 
श्रात व आजबूाजचू्ा पररसरात 
गनु्गेारीला पवे फटुल्ान े
गनु्गेारासं् ड्रगज माभफ्ावंर कठोर 
कारवाई करावी, ्ा सदंिाभात भिवडंी 
लोकसिचे े खासदार सरुशे म्ात े
उफ्फ बाळ्ा मामा ्ानंी केंदी् 
गृ् मतंी अभमत श्ा ्ाचंी भदलली 
्थे े गरुुवारी िटे घतेली. ्ा 
िटेीदरम्ान ्थेील गनु्गेारावंर व 
ड्रगज माभफ्ावंर लवकरात लवकर 
कारवाई करावी, अशी मागणी खा. 
बाळ्ा मामा ्ानंी केंदी् 
गृ् मतं्ाकंड ेकलेी आ्.े 
लोकसिा मतदारसघंातील 

वाढत्ा गनु्गेारी व ड्रगज 
माभफ्ाबंाबत खा. म्ात े्ानंी थटे 
ससंदते आवाज उठवला ्ोता. 
त्ानतंर पोलीस ्तंणने े का्ी 
गुडंावंर अटक कारवाई कलेी आ्.े 
तसचे ऑगसट २०२४ मध् ेगजुरात 
द्शतवादभवरोधी पथकान े भिवडंी 
श्रात मोठी कारवाई करून ८०० 
कोटी रुप् े भकमतीचा ७९२ भकलो 
भलक्वड एमडी ड्रगचा साठा जपत 

करून दोघा जणानंा अटक कलेी 
आ्.े गजुरात एटीएसच्ा 
कारवाईनतंर्ी श्रात अवधै ड्रगज 
व्वसा् मोठा पमाणात आज्ी 
सरुूच असनू श्रातील ड्रगज 
माभफ्ा व त्ाचं्ा सतूधारावंर 
कारवाई करावी, अशी मागणी खा. 
बाळ्ा मामा ्ानंी कलेी आ्.े  
भवशषे म्णज े ड्रगज माभफ्ा व 

गनु्गेार न्ा्ाल्ातनू जाभमनावर 
सटुल्ानतंर्ी गिंीर गनु् े करत 
असनू ्ा गुडंाचं्ा माग ेअसलले्ा 
राजकी् श्तीमळु ेपोलीस ् तंणलेा 
गनु्गेारानंा अटक करताना मोठी 
अडचण ्ते असल्ाची बाब खा. 
बाळ्ा मामा ्ानंी केंदी् गृ् मंती 
अभमत श्ा ्ाचं्ा भनद्देशात आणली 
असनू ्थेील ड्रगज माभफ्ा व 
गनु्गेारावंर कारवाई करावी, 
्ासदंिाभातील मागणीच े लखेी 
भनवदेन दखेील श्ा ्ानंा भदले.  

भिवंडीतील ड्रगज 
माभियांवर कारवाई करावी 

खा. बाळ्ा मामा ्ांची 
अममत शहांकड ेमागणी
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Devashri Bhujbal 
MUMBAI 

Under the National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP) launched 
in 2019, Mumbai was identified 
as one of 131 non-attainment 
cities in India – that is in the list 
of cities that consistently fail 
National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards. Accordingly, to 
curb the pollution in the city, 
the central government 
granted Rs95.5 crore and till 
now Rs 620 crore has been 
provided under 15th Finance 
Commission to the BMC. 

The BMC, in its progress 
report on NCAP, has stated 
that it has utilised 100% of the 
central government funds and 
94% of the funds provided 
under 15th Finance 
Commission to implement 
measures to control pollution. 

In the report, which was 
presented during the eight 
steering committee meeting of 
NCAP, the BMC has stated that 
maximum of the funds was 
used for procuring electric 
BEST buses, followed by minor 
expenses against procuring 
seven mechanised sweeping 
machines and converting six 
traditional crematoria into 
electric or PNG. 

Although the BMC claims 
the NCAP has been imple-
mented successfully in 
Mumbai, the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) in the city continues to 
worsen. “Unfortunately there 
has been no meaningful con-
sultation with the public nor 
civil society regarding the 
preparation and implementa-
tion of the program. Spending 
money on buying electric 
buses was the easy way out, 

and also very lucrative for the 
decision-makers since the 
buses were ordered from a 
company that has failed to 
deliver most of the buses,” said 
environmentalist and trustee 
of Conservation Action Trust, 
Debi Goenka. 

“The critical issues of pollu-
tion caused by construction 
activities, industrial pollution, 
biomass burning, etc, have not 
been addressed, which is why 
we continue to suffer,” Goenka 
added. Activist Zoru Bhathena 
said that the best way to clean 
Mumbai’s air is not to pollute it 
in the first place. “Spending 
Rs10,000 crore to needlessly 
dig up every road, and then to 
spend Rs95 crore to clean the 
pollution caused by all this dig-
ging, makes no sense,” he said. 

A senior officer from BMC’s 
Environment Department 
said, “Under the 15th Finance 
Commission, Rs1240.25 crore 
has been allocated to the BMC 
for air quality management. 
Till now Rs620.11 crore has 
been granted and we have uti-
lised 94% of the funds to imple-

ment measures to curtail air 
pollution. As per the commis-
sion, highest allocation, ie a 
total of Rs992.20 crore, is to be 
used for procuring electric 
buses. Accordingly, around 
Rs493 crore has used to pur-
chase electric BEST buses in 
Mumbai.” 

“Rest of the funds are been 

used for activities like dust 
mitigation, traffic synchro-
nised, conversion of bakeries 
and crematoriums into elec-
tric/PNG, construction and 
demolition and air quality 
monitoring and strengthening 
among others,” the officer 
added. Enviornment activist 
Sumaira Abdulali slammed 
slammed the BMC saying the 
NCAP is not effective. 
“Unfortunately, the expendi-
ture incurred indicates that no 
substantial amount has been 
spent in curbing pollution 
from construction at source, 
even though extensive con-
struction and reconstruction 
are some of the largest con-
tributors. The extremely high 
AQI and PM2.5 (which ismost 
damaging to human health 
since PM2.5 is directly inhaled) 
indicate that hundreds of crore 
rupees spent under NCAP 
have not effectively controlled 
air pollution.” 

“Mumbaikars continue to 
face serious and even life-
threatening health issues due 
to air pollution,” she said.
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CBSE boards for Class 10, 12 begin today Fearing stigma, sextortion 
victim jumps off Atal Setu

Mumbai, Saturday, February 15, 2025

FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

The Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE) 
commences the Class 10 and 
Class 12 board examinations 
for 2025 on February 15, with 
approximately 44 lakh stu-
dents set to appear across 
8,000 centres in India. 

According to the CBSE 2025 
date sheet, Class 10 students 

will begin with the English 
(Communicative) and English 
(Language and Literature) 
papers, scheduled from 
10.30am to 1.30pm. Meanwhile, 
Class 12 students will sit for the 
entrepreneurship examination 
on the same day. The board has 
structured the schedule to 
ensure adequate gaps between 
papers, allowing students 
ample time for preparation. 

To facilitate the smooth con-

duct of examinations, CBSE 
organised a live webcast on its 
official YouTube channel on 
February 14. The session pro-
vided essential guidelines for 
centre superintendents, dep-
uty superintendents, assistant 
superintendents, city coordi-
nators, and observers, outlin-
ing their responsibilities and 
the evaluation procedures to 
be followed. 

In a bid to uphold the integ-

rity of the examinations, CBSE 
had recently reinforced its 
regulations against unfair 
practices. Under its ‘unfair 
means rules’, students found in 
possession of prohibited items, 
such as electronic communica-
tion devices, within the exam-
ination hall will face stringent 
penalties, including the can-
cellation of their current and 
subsequent year’s board 
examinations. 

The board has stressed the 
importance of strict adher-
ence to the list of permitted 
items, which includes only 
essential materials such as 
admit cards, pens, and simple 
analogue watches. 

Additionally, comprehen-
sive physical frisking measures 
will be implemented at all 
examination centres to ensure 
compliance with these exam 
regulations.

CLEAN AIR INITIATIVE | BMC claims success; activists say issues 
like construction activities, biomass burning, etc, not addressed

Funds to fight pollution 
spent on electric buses
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1BMC report says it 
has spent most of 
central funds and 

money provided under 
15th Finance 
Commission to control 
air pollution 

2Maximum funds 
used to buy electric 
BEST buses 

3Although civic body 
claims NCAP has 
been implemented 

successfully, AQI in the 
city continues to 
worsen

LOC issued 
against 
celebrity chef
Poonam Apraj 
MUMBAI 

Gamdevi Police have regis-
tered a case against celebrity 
chef Farrokh Khambata fol-
lowing a complaint filed by 
his wife, Dilshad Khambata.  

In her complaint, Dilshad 
alleged that her husband 
had forged her signatures to 
obtain loans from multiple 
financial institutions, falsely 
making her a co-borrower. 

According to police 
sources, the police have 
issued a Look Out Circular 
(LOC) against Farrokh to pre-
vent him from fleeing to 
another country.  

The investigation is 
ongoing, and further legal 
action will be taken based on 
the findings. 

According to police 
sources, Farrokh is currently 
in the Philippines.  

In light of this, the police 
have sought his passport and 
visa details from the 
Foreigners Regional 
Registration Office as part of 
their ongoing investigation.

BMC seizes 18 properties of 
DBS Realty over `179cr dues
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

The BMC has launched a 
crackdown against defaulters. 
As part of the initiative, the 
Assessment and Collection 
(A&C) Department has seized 
18 properties owned by DBS 
Realty Company in 
Chandivali, with dues total-
ling Rs178.64 crore. The auth-
orities have warned that if the 
company fails to pay the dues 
within the 21-day deadline, 
the properties will be put up 
for auction. 

The BMC has set a tax col-
lection target of Rs6,200 crore 
for 2024-25. Between May 26, 
2024, and February 12, 2025, it 
collected Rs4,823 crore. 
Officials are working to collect 
the remaining Rs1,377 crore 
by March 31. To ensure this, 
the BMC has been issuing 
attachment notices under 
Section 203 to big defaulters 
who delay payments or fail to 
pay property tax despite hav-
ing the financial capacity. 

If the taxes are not paid 
within the stipulated period, 

the BMC initiates the process 
of attaching and auctioning 
goods from the defaulting 
property, in accordance with 
Sections 203, 204, 205, and 
206 of the Mumbai Municipal 
Corporation Act. The offi-
cials have placed attachment 
notices on 18 properties 
owned by DBS Realty located 
in Sangharsh Nagar at 
Chandivali. 

“Despite follow-ups, no 
response has been received, 
leading to the attachment 
notices being affixed to all 
these properties. If the taxes 

are not paid within the next 
21 days, as per MMC Act, the 
goods from these properties 
will be seized and auctioned,” 
said BMC said on Friday. 

Meanwhile, the BMC has 
compiled a list of 500 
defaulters, which includes 
names of real estate devel-
opers, corporations, and even 
civic offices. According to civic 
calculations, the pending dues 
up to March 2010 amounted to 
Rs3,242 crore, which have now 
escalated to Rs5,397 crore after 
the addition of penalties over 
the last 15 years.

Pakistanis jailed in heroin case file HC appeal
Charul Shah Joshi 
MUMBAI 

Seven of eight Pakistani 
nationals who were recently 
sentenced to 20 years in 
prison in a drugs case have 
appealed the verdict in the 
Bombay High Court. 

A special court handed the 
eight Pakistanis the maximum 
jail term under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act in 
January. They were inter-
cepted by the Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) along with 232 

kilos of heroin, worth Rs6.93 
crore, in 2015. 

In the appeal, filed through 
their lawyer Anil Lalla, the 
Pakistanis have claimed that 
Indian courts have no jurisdic-
tion to prosecute them as their 
boat was not in Indian waters. 

The appeal states that the 
boat did not enter Indian 
jurisdiction. The defence had 
claimed that ICG officials in 
their cross-examination had 
admitted that it was moving 
towards Indian water. 

India’s maritime boundary 
extends 12 nautical miles and 

is applicable “to all persons 
on ships and aircraft regis-
tered in India where ever 
they may be. The boat Al 
Yasir was not registered in 
India nor did the boat enter 
the territorial waters of 
India... therefore provisions 
of NDPS Act, 1985, was inap-
plicable to this case”, the 
appeal reads. 

The appeal stated that the 
accused were not in conscious 
possession of the drugs. It was 
contended that they knew 
they were carrying some 
chemicals, but were unaware 

that they were drugs.  
“They were not aware of its 

nature, which shows that the 
appellants were not in con-
scious possession of seized 
heroin and that they were 
being used as carriers by their 
bosses stationed in Pakistan. 
Moreover, the appellants 
come from very humble back-
ground although the heroin 
allegedly seized from their 
possession was worth crores 
of rupees, which was far 
beyond their financial capac-
ity to hold or posses,” the 
appeal reads.

Charul Shah Joshi 
MUMBAI 

Film-maker Ram Gopal 
Varma has moved the 
Dindoshi sessions court 
against the order of a judicial 
magistrate sentencing him to 
three months in jail in a 
cheque bouncing case. 

Last month the metropoli-
tan magistrate’s court, 
Andheri, had held Varma’s 
firm guilty in a case filed by a 
Vile Parle-based firm. Since 

Varma was not present in 
court, it also issued a non-
bailable warrant against him. 

Varma challenged the 
order before the sessions 
court earlier this month. The 
appeal came up for hearing 
on Thursday, wherein his law-
yer sought bail for the film-
maker and sought suspension 
of the sentence. The judge has 
issued a notice to the com-
plainant and scheduled the 
case for hearing next month. 

The complaint was filed by 

a firm named ‘Shree’ through 
one of its partners, Mahesh 
Chandra Mishra, in 2018. Its 
lawyers Rajesh Kumar Patel 
and Alok Singh had con-
tended that the company has 
been engaged in the business 
of providing hard disks for 
the last several years. The 
firm had provided hard disk 
to Varma’s company from 
February 2018 to March 2018, 
for which the complainant 
had raised a bill of Rs2,38,220. 

However, on June 1, 2018, 

when the complainant 
deposited a cheque given by 
Varma to clear the dues, it 
bounced “for the reasons 
funds insufficient”. When the 
complainant approached 
Varma, he gave another 
cheque, which too bounced 
for the reason “payment 
stopped by drawer”. Hence, 
the complainant claimed that 
they moved a criminal com-
plaint for cheque bouncing 
with the magistrate court, 
Andheri.

Poonam Apraj 
MUMBAI 

A 59-year-old woman was 
reunited with her husband 
who had been missing for 
17 years, on Valentine’s Day, 
on Friday. Chandrakant 
Kanu Joshi was found at a 
farmhouse in Murbad. The 
wife had approached the 
Maharashtra State 
Commission for Women 
seeking help in tracing her 
husband, who had left 
home in April 2007 and 
never returned. Following 
her complaint, the 
Kalachowki Police regis-
tered a missing persons 
case on March 12, 2024. 

With no immediate 

leads, police contacted his 
family, friends, and 
relatives, but no one had 
any information. However, 
a breakthrough came 
when one of his old friends 
mentioned spotting him at 
a farmhouse in Murbad 
between 2015 and 2016. 
Using technical investiga-
tion methods, the police 
searched multiple farm-
houses in the region. 

Eventually, Joshi was 
found working at a farm-
house in Chaure village, 
Murbad. He was brought 
to Kalachowki Police 
Station, where his wife was 
called in. Upon seeing him, 
she identified him as her 
missing husband.

Couple reunites on 
Feb 14, after 17 yrs
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Film-maker appeals cheque bounce verdict

Raina Assainar 
NAVI MUMBAI 

A 50-year-old teacher from 
Alibaug, a victim of sextortion, 
jumped off Atal Setu on Friday 
morning. Vaibhav Pingalay 
was a primary school teacher 
in a zilla parishad school in 
Kurdus village, Panvel taluka. 
He is survived by his wife, who 
is also a teacher, and two col-
lege-going children. 

The search for him was sus-
pended on Friday evening 
owing to darkness. While 
looking for Pingalay, though, 
the rescue team found 
another body and informed 
the nearby police station. 

Senior police inspector 
Arjun Rajane from Ulwe said 
Pingalay’s family was aware of 
the sextortion incident and a 
few of his distant relatives are 

in the police force. They had 
advised him to not worry 
about it and to make a formal 
police complaint. Rajane said, 
“However, he did not register 
a case as he feared his reputa-
tion would be tarnished. He 
went to Poynad police station 
to lodge a complaint but left 
without doing that.” 

The police said Pingalay left 
his residence at 7.30am, saying 
he was stepping out for some 
work. “He left his mobile 
phone at home and drove 
9km to Atal Setu via Chirner, 
parked his car on the bridge 
and jumped off,” Rajane said. 

Assistant Commissioner of 
Police (Port division) Vishal 
Nehul said this is the year’s 
first incident of suicide from 
Atal Setu. “The CCTV cam-
eras caught the car being 
parked but by the time any-

one could reach there, he had 
already jumped off,” ACP 
Nehul said. 

As per the statements given 
by Pingalay’s family to the 
Ulwe police, he had already 
paid Rs12,000 and Rs6,000 to 
cyber bullies. “He had blocked 
the numbers but the calls kept 
coming from different 
numbers, asking for more 
money. The unidentified 
accused had accessed 
Pingalay’s contact list and kept 
blackmailing him to seek 
loans from different people,” 
an officer investigating the 
offence said. 

Pingalay had purchased a 
new phone which was found 
in the car in a sealed box. The 
police contacted his family 
after verifying the details 
based on the car’s registration 
number.

‘MSRTC fare 
hike failed to 
lift revenues’
Kamal Mishra 
MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(MSRTC) is struggling to gen-
erate revenues despite the 
recent fare hike, a workers’ 
union has warned. 

The demand for bus ser-
vices is high, but the corpor-
ation’s fleet has dwindled to 
14,000 buses from 18,000 
before the pandemic, the 
Maharashtra MSRTC 
Employees Congress has said. 

Shrirang Barge, general 
secretary of the union, 
appealed to the chief minister 
to ensure the swift arrival of 
new buses. This will alleviate 
the shortage and provide 
better services, he said. 

According to the union, 
MSRTC raised fares by 14.95% 
in January 2025, but a review 
of the last 10 days of revenue 
reveals only a 7.5% increase. 
“Prior to the fare hike, daily 
revenue was approximately 
Rs28 crore, and with the fare 
hike, the expected daily rev-
enue was Rs32.74 crore. 
However, only Rs30.22 crore 
has been earned, resulting in 
a shortfall of approximately 
Rs2.51 crore per day,” read the 
statement issued by Barge.

UBT opposes 
huge robotic  
car parking
Devashri Bhujbal 
MUMBAI 

The Shiv Sena (UBT) has 
launched a signature cam-
paign against a proposed 17-
storey robotic parking tower 
behind Mumbadevi temple in 
Kalbadevi.  

Around 900 people, 
including devotees visiting 
the temple and residents of 
Mumbadevi, have signed the 
campaign.  

“We plan to continue the 
campaign for two or three 
days, gather 4,000 to 5,000 
signatures, and submit it with 
a letter to the BMC commis-
sioner,” a local Sena UBT 
leader said. 

The BMC has undertaken 
the Rs122 crore project at 
Mumbadevi, which will 
accommodate more than 500 
vehicles. The project is one of 
the four robotic parking 
towers the corporation has 
planned. The other three are 
located at Fort (Hutatma 
Chowk), Worli and Matunga. 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader and 
MLA Aaditya Thackeray has 
also voiced his opposition to 
the project and alleged that it 
is planned to benefit contrac-
tors. He met BMC 
Commissioner Bhushan 
Gagrani earlier this week and 
urged him to scrap the project. 
Along with Thackeray, the 
general manager of 
Mumbaidevi Temple Trust, 
Hemant Jadhav, was also pres-
ent. “We are not against the 
development. However, we 
had requested to construct 
the tower on the other corner 
of the plot. The 17-storey 
tower right behind the 
temple is nothing but a safety 
hazard,” Jadhav said.
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