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Govt pushing India into
middle-income trap: Cong
Partyreleases‘RealStateoftheEconomy’reportaheadofBudgetSession

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 30 January

On the eve of the tabling of the
Economic Survey for 2024-25 in
Parliament, the Congress on

Thursday released a report titled “Real
Stateof theEconomy”,whichblamed the
NationalDemocraticAlliance (NDA)gov-
ernment’s economicpolicies for “march-
ing India forward into themiddle income
trap, whichwillmake India ‘uncompeti-
tive, underproductive and unequal’”.

Congress leader P Chidambaram
released the report, prepared by the par-
ty’sResearchDepartment,which former
Rajya SabhaMVRajeev Gowda heads.

The report argued a gross domestic
product (GDP) growth rate in the 6 per
cent rangewas insufficient to create jobs
for India’s growing youth population,
especially when rapid technological
changewasdisrupting the future of jobs.

“It will keep India stuck in a state of
high inequality, where two-thirds of our
population remain dependent on free
grains from the government, while the
Prime Minister’s favoured few accumu-
late wealth rapidly,” said the report.

Gowda pointed to former Reserve
Bank of India deputy governor Viral
Acharya’s report, which shows five cor-
porategroupsaremonopolising40major
sectors of the economy.

“So,what youare seeing is concentra-
tion rather than dispersion and compe-
tition within the economy,” he said, and
contended that the trend had deterred
other groups from investing in these sec-
tors. The Congress’ report said India’s
GDPgrowth for 2024-25, according to the

government data, is expected to be 6.4
per cent but this rate was not cause for
celebration because India needed a sus-
tainedgrowth rateof 8per cent if itwant-
ed to cash in on its historic demographic
dividend.

It said the government appeared
focused on enriching its coterie of cor-
porate supporters.

“In 2019, it announced a massive tax
cut for corporations, but the private sec-
tor has not stepped up investment in
return. Common people and small busi-
nesses continue to be burdened with
punitive taxes on fuel and an extractive
GoodsandServicesTax regime,” said the
report.

Chidambaram said India was facing
an economic slowdown. To a question
whether India might face recession, he
said the economy would not go into a
recession even if there was no govern-
ment in India. “Wewill continue to grow
at4-5per centbecause there are farmers,
workers and small industries that pro-

duce food grains and other services. The
real question is howmuchmore than 4-
5 per cent the government can grow the
economy,” he said.

The former Union finance minister
said thegovernment’s policies added 1.5-
2 per cent to the inherent growth rate,
but that was not sufficient.

“We are indeed the fastest-growing
economyin theworld,butplease remem-
ber this -- growingat 2.7per cent last year
the US added $787 billion to its GDP in
that oneyear.Chinagrew last year at 4.91
per cent, and it added $895 billion to its
GDP. We are growing at a faster rate but
we add only $256 billion to our GDP. So,
we need to see the addition to the GDP
and not compare the growth rates,” he
said. The report said: “The government
has consistently discredited
unfavourable data and stayed in a state
of denial. This report aims to set the
record straight by providing a clear pic-
ture of various crucial dimensions of
the economy.”
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The foundation models are being devel-
oped under the ~10,372-crore India AI
mission, which was approved by the
Union Cabinet in March 2024. The mis-
sionhadsought toprocureat least 10,000
graphics processing units (GPUs) for the
country. Almost a year later, the govern-
ment has empanelled 10 companies to
procure and supply 18,693 GPUs across a
rangeof latest versions suchas theH100,
H200, MI325, and MI300X. Reliance
Industries-owned Jio Platforms, Tata
Communications, and the Hiranandani
Group-owned Yotta Data Services are
among the key players that will procure
and supplyGPUs to startups, academics,
researchers, andother users in the coun-
try. CMS Computers India, Ctrls
Datacentres, E2E Networks, and Locuz
EnterpriseSolutionsaresomeof theother
companies to qualify.

Based on the bids placed by the 10
companies, the average rate per AI com-
pute unit has been discovered at ~115.85
per GPU hour for the low-end units and
~150 per hour for the high-end computer
processing units against a global bench-
mark of roughly $2.5 to $3 per GPUhour.

The foundationmodelswill be able to
compete globally by using algorithmic
efficiency to cut development costs and
deployment time, Vaishnaw, who also
holdschargeofministriesof railwaysand
information and broadcasting, said at a
media interaction.

This comes days after China’s
DeepSeek revealed to the world that it
had built an AI foundation model at a
fraction of the cost incurred by global AI
leaders, mostly American such as
OpenAI, themaker of ChatGPT.

Addressing concerns linked to
DeepSeeksendinguserdata toChina, the
minister said thegovernmentwas study-
ing the open-source codes and technical
reports of the foundation model.
DeepSeek would be hosted on Indian
servers, he addedwithout elaborating.

Thecompaniesselectedtodevelopthe
sovereign foundationmodelswillbeeval-
uated on the capability of their team, the
approachandstrategy they take, theuse-
case theyworkon, their ethical consider-
ations, scalability and sustainability of
themodels foruseonIndia-specificprob-
lems, the timelines and milestones they
promise and the financial viability of the
foundation model. The government has
outlined a two-dimensional approach to
fundthecompanies,whichwill be select-
ed to develop these foundation models.
Under thedirect fundingapproach, there
will be central funding to the companies
over and above any other financial sup-
port from states. The government has
alsoplannedasecondequity-based fund-
ing for building these models. Private
investors will be allowed to take part in
this investment process.

“Overall, we have nearly 15,000 high-

endGPUs. Just to give you somecontext,
DeepSeek was trained on 2000 GPUs
while theChatGPTversion4was trained
on 25,000GPUs.

This (procurement of 18,693 GPUs)
gives us a very robust compute facility,
which will give a boost for creating AI
applications, models, distillation and
trainingprocessesandcreatingnewalgo-
rithms,” Vaishnaw said.

The government will offer a 40 per
centdiscountonthemarket rate for start-
ups, researchers, academics, educational
institutes and students willing to use
GPUs for various purposes.

The government is also likely to offer
additionaldiscounts touserswhosignup
for long-term use of sixmonths or a year
and above, an official said. These incen-
tives and discounts will be provided for
the next four years, the official said.

In December 2024, the government
hadreceived 19bids, ofwhich 14wereeli-
gible to procure and supply GPUs under
the India AI mission. Of the 14, only 10
companies were technically qualified to
procure and supply theGPUs.

The government isworking parallelly
with stakeholders to develop an indige-
nousGPU, Vaishnaw said.

Also, the government has selected 18
applications, which will receive funding
for thedevelopmentofAI tools in the field
of agriculture, learning disability, and
mitigating climate change, he said.

DeepSeektobehostedonIndianservers:Vaishnaw

Lessthan50%ofschools inNE
stateshaveusable toilets forgirls

SANKET KOUL
New Delhi, 30 January

Anaverage of 49.67 per cent of
schools in seven Northeast
stateshadusabletoiletsforgirls
in 2024, according to data
analysed from the Annual
Status of Education Report
(ASER)Rural 2024.

This comes even as the
countryhasincreasedgirls’ toi-
let coverage in rural schools
from66.4percent in2018 to72
per cent in 2024.

With 79.2 per cent of
schools, only Sikkim has per-
formedbetterthanthenational
averageof72percent thisyear.
It is followed by Assam, with
67.7 per cent of schools having
ausable girls’ toilet.

WhileManipurwasnotsur-
veyedinthereport, lessthan50
percentof rural schools infour
Northeast states—Arunachal
Pradesh,Meghalaya,Mizoram,
and Nagaland—have a sepa-
rately available and usable
girls’ toilet.

Of these four, only
Meghalaya has seen an
increase in the number of
schoolswith girls’ toilets, from
29.8per cent in2022 to31.2per
cent in 2024. The rest of the
stateshavewitnessedadropin
the percentage of schools
providing the facility.

While Nagaland saw a
smaller 2 per cent drop, from
48.6 per cent in 2022 to 46 per
cent this year, Arunachal
Pradeshdroppedby9percent,

from 43.6 per cent in 2022 to
37.6 per cent in 2024.

Mizoramsawan 11per cent
drop, from47.3percent in2022
to 36.3 per cent in 2024.

ASER, released by the non-
governmental organisation
Pratham Foundation, is a
nationwide, citizen-ledhouse-
hold survey of children’s
schoolingandlearninginrural
India. A total of 15,728 schools
were surveyed for this
year’s study.

Nationalaveragerisehides
regionaldisparity
While the national average for
schools in rural areas having
separateandusablegirls’ toilets
has risen to 72 per cent this
year, it hides major variations

across states,withdeficiencies
particularlymarkedinJammu
& Kashmir (J&K) and
Maharashtra,aswellas inmost
of theNortheast states.

In J&K, just 57.6 per cent of
schoolshadtoilets forgirls this
year, up from 53.1 per cent in
2022. However, neighbouring
HimachalPradeshscoredhigh,
with 81.7 per cent of schools
havingausable lavatoryforgirl
students.Somelargestatesalso
seemtohaveremainedbehind
thecurve intermsofproviding
these facilities, according
toASER.

For instance, only 58.3 per
cent of the rural schools sur-
veyed in Maharashtra had a
usable restroom for girls
this year.

HYGIENE DIVIDE
%ofruralschoolswithusuablegirls’ toilets nASER2022 nASER2024

Note: Manipur was not surveyed this year; Source: ASER (Rural) 2024
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ykuz, ƒkurhÞkðe y™u yktf÷kð 
™„hÃkkr÷fk™e ‚k{kLÞ [qtxýe ÷zðk 

¼hkðk™e þYykŒ ÚkE [qfe Au. yktf÷kð 

yktf÷kð, ykuz y™u ƒkurhÞkðe 

[qtxýe ònuh fhkE Au. su{kt yktf÷kð™k 

nŒk. ßÞkhu ykuz y™u ƒkurhÞkðe{kt 
ËkðuËkhku{kt r™h‚Œk ÞÚkkðŒ hne nŒe 

Ãký yufÃký Vku{o ¼hkÞk ™ nŒk. 

fkÞofhku {uLzux™e hkn òuE hÌkk Au. ƒeS 

fu fu{ Œu ‚tË¼uo [ku¬‚ hý™erŒ ™¬e ÚkE 
hne Au. Ãkrhýk{u fkut„úu‚™k fkÞofhku Ãký 
yðZð{kt {wfkÞk Au. 

ykuz Ãkkr÷fk{kt yu™‚eÃke (™uþ™kr÷Mx 

ykÃkŒe nkuÞ Au. suÚke ykuz{kt ºkeÃkktr¾Þku 

yt„u [[koyku Œus ƒ™e Au. òufu, ¼ksÃk 

«r¢Þk nk÷ yk¾he Œƒ¬k{kt Ãknkut[e 
„E Au. ytrŒ{ rËð‚ku{kt ™k{ ònuh ÚkŒkt 

‚kt‚Ë™k nkÚk{kt f{k™ ‚kutÃkðk{kt ykðe 

ÚkkÞ Œuðe hý™erŒ y{÷{kt {wfðk{kt 

yË¼qŒ BÞwrÍÞ{ 
yu{. yu‚. Þwr™ðŠ‚xe{kt yuf y™ku¾w 

BÞwrÍÞ{ ¾wÕ÷w {wfkÞwt Au. BÞwrÍÞ{{kt 

su{kt ÃkÚÚkh, Œktƒk, fkt‚k, yuÕÞwr{r™Þ{, s{o™ 
r‚Õðh, Mxu™÷u‚ Mxe÷, ™ku™ ÂMxf «fkh™k 

Ëuþ{kt fkuVe {ufh, ™ku™ ÂMxf ðk‚ýku fu ÃkAe 

y{urhfkÚke {t„kðe ð‚kðkÞk nŒk. su™u nðu, 
yuf BÞwrÍÞ{ ƒ™kðe «ËþeoŒ fhkÞk Au. suÚke 

zku™ux fhðk Ãký yÃke÷ fhkR Au. 

VufÕxe{kt yÇÞk‚ ¢{™k ¼k„YÃku ¾heËðk{kt 

fhkÞwt nŒwt. BÞwrÍÞ{™u VufÕxe™k EÂLxrhÞh 
rzÍkE®™„™k rðãkÚkeo „kiŒ{ ‚wÚkkhu yæÞkÃkf 

BÞwrÍÞ{ h‚kuzk™k ErŒnk‚™u SðtŒ fhðk™ku 
yuf «Þk‚ fhkÞku Au. su{kt ÃkÚÚkhÞw„Úke ÷R 
ðŒo{k™ ‚{Þ™u Ëþkoððk{kt ykÔÞku Au. 

zku. ‚hsq Ãkxu÷ sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu, h‚kuzk™k 
ðk‚ýku™ku ErŒnk‚ yks™ku ™nª Ãký nòhku 

{kºk yÇÞk‚ {kxu s ÚkŒku nŒku. ÃkhtŒw nðu, 

ykÞkuðk Þwr™.™k yæÞkÃkfku™e {ËËÚke nku{ 

{kxu ykÔÞk nŒk. Œu{™e Ãkk‚uÚke Œu ‚{Þu fkuVe 

{t„kðkÞk nŒk.

M™k™™k rËð‚u ‚òoÞu÷e ™k‚¼k„™e 

r™ÃkßÞk Au. yk ™k‚¼k„ Ëhr{Þk™ 
y™uf Ãkrhðkhku yufƒeòÚke rð¾qxk Ãkze 
„Þk nŒkt. su{kt y™uf ÷kufku „w{ ÚkE 
„Þk nŒkt. yk „w{ ÚkÞu÷kt Ãkrhðkh{ktÚke 

{wÏÞ{tºke™u Ãkºk ÷ÏÞku nŒku. òufu, fkuE 
Ëu‚kEyu {wÏÞ{tºke™u Ãkºk ÷¾e Œu{™u 

hƒkhe Ãkrhðkh ‚kÚku M™k™ fhðk „Þk 

Ëhr{Þk™ ÃkrhðkhÚke rð¾qxk Ãkze „Þk 

fhðk{kt ykðe nŒe. ÃkhtŒw, fkuE 

Œu{™ku Vkuxku y™u ™k{ ‚rnŒ™e Œ{k{ 
rð„Œ ykÃke nŒe. òufu, fkuE òýfkhe 

hsqykŒ fhe nŒe.

hksfkux,íkk.30
hksfkux™k yxefk RLzMxÙeÞ÷ 

rðMŒkh{kt ònuh{kt Ëuþe ËkY™wt ðu[ký 

hsqykŒ AŒkt fkuE ™¬h Ãk„÷kt ™ 
÷uðkŒk ÷kufkuyu òŒu s s™Œk huz Ãkkzðk™wt 

{kuƒkE÷{kt ðerzÞku þY hk¾e™u s™Œk 
huz Ãkkzðk{kt ykðe nŒe. ðerzÞku{kt 
òuðk {éÞwt fu, ÷kufku ònuh{kt Ëuþe ËkY 
Ãke hÌkkt nŒkt, Œu{s hMŒk Ãkh ¾wÕ÷uyk{ 

¼k„e hÌkkt nŒkt. yk r‚ðkÞ s™Œk huz 

fhðk „Þu÷kt ÷kufkuyu ƒu Úke ºký {kuxkt-

Ãký ÍzÃÞku nŒku.hksfkux{kt Ëuþe ËkY™k 
yœkyku Ãkh fhðk{kt ykðu÷e s™Œk 
huz™ku ðerzÞku nk÷ ‚kurþÞ÷ {erzÞk Ãkh 
ðkEh÷ ÚkE hÌkku Au. yk ½x™k ƒkË 

Au. òu ònuh s™Œk™u ¾ƒh ÃkzŒe nkuÞ 
fu, yk søÞkyu ¾wÕ÷uyk{ Ëuþe ËkY™wt 
ðu[ký ÚkkÞ Au, Œku Ãkku÷e‚™u yk rðþu 

hkßÞ ‚hfkh™k rðrðÄ rð¼k„ku{kt ykWx‚ku‹‚„ îkhk 

hkßÞ ‚hfkh™k ©{ r™Þk{f, 

yusL‚eyku™u ©{ fkÞËkyku™wt {k„oËþo™ 
ykÃkðk {kxu ŒksuŒh{kt yuf ðfoþkuÃk™wt 
ykÞkus™ fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt nŒwt

yk ðfoþkuÃk{kt ©{Þku„eyku™k 

©{fkÞËkyku suðk fu ÷½w¥k{ ðuŒ™ 

‚{sqŒe ykÃkðk{kt ykðe nŒe. nk÷™k 

{khVŒ xuLzh fhðk{kt ykðŒkt nkuR, 
Œu ƒkƒŒu òýfkhe ŒÚkk ‚uðk ykÃkŒe 
yusL‚eyku™e sðkƒËkheyku rðþu 
{krnŒe ykÃkðk{kt ykðe nŒe. yk 

sux÷e yusL‚eyku nksh hne nŒe. 
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