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Modi 3.0... 
 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, credited 
with turning around his state's 
agriculture production during his 
stint as the chief minister of 
Madhya Pradesh, was tasked 
with the Rural Development, 
Agriculture, and Farmers Welfare 
portfolios. Manohar Lal Khattar, 
the former Haryana CM, was 
asked to look after Power, 
Housing and Urban Affairs min-
istries. Among the allies, the PM 
entrusted Janata Dal (Secular)'s 
HD Kumaraswamy with the min-
istries of Heavy Industries and 
Steel. Janata Dal (United)'s Rajeev 
Ranjan Singh will take care of 
Panchayati Raj, Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying. 
Another of the BJP's allies in 
Bihar, Jitan Ram Manjhi, will 
handle the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises portfolio. 
Telugu Desam Party's K 
Rammohan Naidu is the new 
Minister of Civil Aviation, and 
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas)'s 
Chirag Paswan is the Minister of 
Food Processing Industries. 

G Kishan Reddy, BJP's 
Telangana leader, who had taken 
care of the ministries of culture, 
tourism and Development of the 
North Eastern Region (DONER) 
in the previous government, will 
now take care of the ministries 
of Coal and Mine. C R Patil, the 

BJP's Gujarat state unit chief 
known for his organisational 
skills, will handle the Jal 
Shakti Ministry. 

Shiv Sena MP Prataprao 
Jadhav has been made the 
Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for the 
Ayush Ministry and MoS for 
Health and Family Welfare. 
Rashtriya Lok Dal's Jayant 
Chaudhary is the MoS 
(Independent Charge) of the 
Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship and 
the MoS in the Education 
Ministry. 

Earlier in the day, media 
reports suggested that Union 
Minister and actor-turned-
politician Suresh Gopi want-
ed to exit the council of min-
isters. Later, he called the 
reports "grossly incorrect". 
Media platforms had report-
ed that Gopi, the BJP's first 
ever Lok Sabha MP from 
Kerala, was upset at being 
made an MoS. In other mur-
murs of discontent, Shiv 
Sena MP Shrirang Barne 
expressed disappointment 
over the party not getting a 
Cabinet berth. However, par-
ty MP Shrikant Shinde, the 
son of party chief and 
Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde, clarified that the par-
ty was supporting the gov-
ernment unconditionally. 
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SANJEEB MUKHERJEE 

New Delhi, 10 June 

In his first decision after taking charge 
for the third time, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Monday signed a 

file transferring the 17th instalment of the 
PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) 
fund, amounting to nearly ~20,000 crore, 
to around 9.3 crore farmers. Later in the 
day, in its first meeting, the Union cabinet 
under his leadership also approved gov-
ernment assistance for the construction 
of three crore houses under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). 

PMAY has been in implementation 
since 2015-16 to assist eligible rural and 
urban households in constructing houses 
with basic amenities. Out of the 30 million 
new houses approved, sources said 
approximately 20 million will be built 
under the rural component of the scheme, 
while the remaining will be constructed 
under the urban part. 

Under the rural component — known 
as PMAY-Grameen — new allottees will 
receive enhanced assistance of close to 
~200,000 for each house in plains and 
over ~220,000 in hilly regions. This 
enhanced allocation is over 67 per cent 
more than the current assistance for rural 
houses. The increased assistance was 
approved in the interim Budget for FY25. 

The urban component of the scheme 
ensures assistance for availing cheaper 
loans for affordable houses. 

Since the inception of PMAY-
Grameen, a total of 4.21 crore houses have 
been completed for eligible poor families 
during the last 10 years of the Modi gov-
ernment, an official statement said. 

All the houses constructed under 
PMAY are equipped with basic amenities 
like toilets, LPG connection, electricity 
connection and tap water through con-
vergence with other schemes of the cen-
tral and state governments. 

After signing the file for the release of 

PM-KISAN fund, Modi emphasised his 
government’s commitment to “kisan 
kalyan” (farmers’ welfare). He expressed 
the government’s dedication to continue 
working for farmers and the agriculture 
sector in the future. 

However, the opposition Congress crit-
icized the move, stating that it was merely 
clearing pending dues, as the 17th instal-
ment was due in April and May but could 
not be distributed due to the model code 
of conduct. 

Under PM-KISAN, the central govern-
ment provides ~6,000 to each eligible 
farmer per year in three equal instalments 
as income support. 

Apart from the Centre, many state gov-
ernments, particularly those ruled by the 
BJP, have announced measures aimed at 
helping the poor and underprivileged 
class after the 2024 General Election 
results. 

In Haryana, the Nayab Singh Saini 
government has announced several 
measures aimed at the poor and the youth 
since June 4. These measures include 
opening appointments for 50,000 posts 
in various government departments, pro-
viding 1000 km of free bus rides to 2.2 
million poor households through a smart 
card, renovation of hostels and 
dharamshalas belonging to SCs and STs, 
and distribution of plots to below poverty 
line (BPL) families. 

Haryana is set to go into polls in the 
next few months, with the parliamentary 
poll setback for the BJP fresh in its mind 
— the party lost five Lok Sabha seats to 
the Congress. 

In Rajasthan, where the ruling BJP lost 
11 seats to the opposition, the Bhajan Lal 
Sharma government has decided to top 
up the Centre’s PM-KISAN with an addi-
tional ~2,000 per annum. Once this is 
implemented, farmers in the state will 
receive ~8,000 as income support. 

In Uttar Pradesh, where the ruling BJP 
fared poorly, the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has announced measures to prevent 
paper leaks in examinations. The steps 
include streamlining the process of deliv-
ering papers, using two or more paper 
sets for every examination shift, manda-
tory CCTV vigil in every room where 
examination is being conducted, and 
reducing delays in the recruitment 
process. 

Several experts blamed repeated paper 
leaks in UP and inordinate delays in con-
ducting tests for government vacancies 
as being one of the main grievances of 
the youth against the ruling dispensation, 
which the opposition managed to capi-
talise on. 

Modi clears KISAN fund,  
30 mn houses for poor

DAY 1 OF THIRD TERM 

Several BJP-ruled states follow populist path after election results 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi led-NDA 
government in its third term must tackle 
the problem of unemployment in the 
country, especially in the unorganised 
sector and in small and medium 
enterprises, former NITI Aayog Vice 
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said on Monday.  

“We must recognise that post-COVID 
economic recovery has been a K-shaped 
recovery. I think the most important 
reforms that the Modi government must 
take is one to tackle the unemployment 

problem, 
especially in the 
unorganised 
and the small 
and medium 
enterprises,” he 
told PTI in an 
interview. 

                     PTI

NDA govt must tackle 
unemployment 
problem: Rajiv Kumar 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Amaravati (Andhra Pradesh), 10 June 

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
supremo N Chandrababu 
Naidu (pictured), who is set to 
take the reins of power in 
Andhra Pradesh shortly, will 
have the daunting task of mak-
ing bleak coffers ring to fulfill 
the “Super Six” that his party 
promised during the run-up 
to the recently concluded 
Assembly elections. 

Naidu is scheduled to be 
sworn in as Andhra 
Pradesh chief minister on 
June 12. 

As a precursor to his 
journey of financial chal-
lenges, Naidu needs over 
~4,500 crore to disburse 
social pensions to 
about 6.5 million 
beneficiaries 
by July 1. 

As part 

of his “Super Six”, Naidu 
promised to hike the monthly 
pension to ~4,000 from the 
existing ~3,000 along with a 
backlog of ~3,000 (~1,000 for 
April, May, and June)  
from July. 

All together it would cost 
the exchequer ~4,500 crore in 
July, besides salaries to 

employees and 
pensioners, 

which is peg -
ged at anoth-
er ~6,000 
crore. 

The new 
TDP gover -
nment will 
have to mop 

up over 
~10,000 

crore to fulfill the financial 
requirements for July, a retired 
senior bureaucrat said. 

According to him, the state 
government has a committed 
expenditure of nearly ~1.30 
trillion annually to meet the 
requirements of salaries, pen-
sions, loan repayments and 
interests. 

According to the Reserve 
Bank of India website, the 
Andhra government offered to 
sell securities worth ~2,000 
crore on June 11 through auc-
tion. The state needs ~2,600 
crore every month to meet the 
social pension alone. 

Similarly, as part of the 
manifesto, the TDP promised 
free travel to women in govern-
ment-run buses. 

An official of Andhra 
Pradesh State Road Transport 
Corporation said the APSRTC 

earns about ~450 to ~500 
crore through ticket revenue 

monthly and women passen-
gers are expected to be in the 
range of 35-40 per cent. 

He, however, said there was 
no study on women travelers 
done so far in the state. 

According to him, the 
Telangana RTC which imple-
ments a similar scheme esti-
mated that women constitute 
nearly 50 per cent of the total 
commuters. Towards the free 
travel scheme, the new gov-
ernment will have to reim-
burse nearly ~2,000 crore 
annually to the APSRTC. 

Under “Super Six,” the TDP 
also promised ~15,000 to every 
school-going child per annum. 

The outgoing YRS Congress 
Party government had ear-
marked ~6,500 crore towards a 
similar scheme called “Amma 
Vodi”.  With Naidu removing 
the cap on the number of ben-
eficiaries, the amount may go 
up substantially.

Coffers dry, task cut out for 
Naidu to deliver on promises
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