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Conflictstodayextendbeyond
people &nations:PMModi

ThePMremarkedthatthishasledtoanenvironmentalcrisisthatthreatensthe planet

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 FEBRUARY

rime Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Friday

observed that conflicts

nowadays extend
beyond people and nations,
with humanity increasingly
in conflict with nature.

He remarked that this has
led to an environmental crisis
that threatens the planet. He
emphasised that the answer
to this challenge lies in the
shared traditions of Asia,
rooted in the principles of
Dhamma (beliefin Buddhism).

The PM was delivering his
remarks, during the SAMVAD
programme organised in Thai-
land, via video message.

Highlighting the theme of
SAMVAD, which speaks of
the Asian Century, Mr Modi
noted thatwhile people often
refer to Asia’s economic rise,
this conference highlights that
the Asian Century is not just

about economic value but
also about social values.

He emphasised that the
teachings of Bhagwan Buddha
can guide theworld in creating
a peaceful and progressive
era, and his wisdom holds
the power to lead towards a
human-centric future.

Talking about one of the
core themes of SAMVAD—

conflict avoidance, the PM
remarked that conflicts often
arise from the belief that only
one pathis correctwhile others
arewrong. He cited Bhagwan
Buddha'sinsighton thisissue,
notingthatsome people cling
to their own views and argue,
seeing only one side as true.
Heemphasised that multiple
perspectives can exist on the

Ashok Gehlot hasno moral right to speak on
phone tapping: Union Minister Shekhawat

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JODHPUR, 14 FEBRUARY

Union Minister for Tourism,
Art and Culture Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Friday
hitback at former Chief Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot for the
latter'scomments on alleged
tapping of Agriculture Minister
DrKirodiLal Meena's phone,
saying the ex-CM at least
has no moral right to raise
finger atothers on thisissue.

Talking to the media at
his residence here Shekhawat
elaborated: "Occurance of
phone tapping was the max-
imum during Gehlot's regime
in the state and these were
then confirmed by none other
than his own aides".

The Union Minister said:
"The then OSD in the CMO,
under Gehlot, Lokesh Sharma
had made statement in a
Delhi Court that phone tap-

GIStofocuson
urban
development:
MPCM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 14 FEBRUARY

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, Dr Mohan Yadav, said
on Friday that the ‘Global
Investors Summit’ (GIS)
would focus on urban devel-
opment, as the state offers
unique investment oppor-
tunities in key areas like Rs
50,000 crore in ‘Housing for
All’, Rs 17,230 crore in essen-
tial facilities, and Rs 32,400
crore in real estate devel-
opment. The two-day GIS
would commence here on
24 February. He pointed out
that the state is emerging
as a leading one in India’s
urban transformation, with
smart cities, robust infra-
structure and seamless
growth. He said that Madhya
Pradesh integrates strategic
investments, sustainable
development, and cutting-
edge digital governance.

ping occurred under the pre-
vious regime, this was held
in illegal manner.

"I was also asked to leak
it to media", Shekhawat
quoted Sharma as saying.

So, atleast those who had
committed such acts have
no moral right to target others
over this issue, Shekhawat
said.

He also criticised the Con-
gress and the other opposition
parties for the latters' protest

against amendment in the
Wagqf Board Act.

The Minister said: "Those
who encroached and holding
possession of the Waqgf Board's
properties are opposing the
new legislation.

On the Congress' criticism
against the government
agencies for alleged lapses
and/ or mismanagement in
organising the Maha Kumbh
in the Prayagraj, Shekhawat
said: "They are in habit of
condemning us for the sake
of opposing. About mega
event of Kumbh they do
oppose in publicdomain but
then rush up the Kumbha
Nagari for taking holy dip.
Same attitude was evident
in the criticism of Covid-19
vaccine.They had criticised
the government publicly,
then silently rushed to the
vaccination centre to take
the jab at the earliest.”

same issue.

Mr Modi highlighted anoth-
er cause of conflict—perceiving
others as fundamentally dif-
ferent from ourselves. He
remarked that differenceslead
to distance, and distance can
turninto discord. To counter
this, he cited a verse from the
Dhammapada, which states
that everyone fears pain and
death.

He emphasised that by
recognising others as similar
to ourselves, we can ensure
that no harm or violence
occurs. Headded thatifthese
words are followed, conflict
can be avoided.

“Many of the world’sissues
stem from taking extreme
positionsrather than a balanced
approach,” said the PM. He
highlighted thatextreme views
lead to conflicts, environmental
crises, and even stress-related
health problems.

He emphasised that the
solution to these challenges
liesin the teachings of Bhagwan

Buddha, who urged everyone
to follow the Middle Path and
avoid extremes. The principle
of moderation, he noted,
remains relevant today and
offers guidancein addressing
global challenges.

Mr Modi remarked that
he hails from Vadnagar, a
small town in western India
that was once a great seat of
Buddhist learning. In the
Indian Parliament, he repre-
sents Varanasi, which includes
Sarnath, the sacred place
where Bhagwan Buddha deliv-
ered his first discourse. He
noted that it is a beautiful
coincidence that places asso-
ciated with Bhagwan Buddha
have shaped his journey.

“Ourreverence for Bhagwan
Buddha is reflected in the
policies of the Indian Gov-
ernment,” the PM said. He
also highlighted the collabo-
ration with many nations over
the past decade to promote
the teachings of Bhagwan
Buddha.
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Modi covered up Adani’s corruption
evenin America: Rahul Gandhi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 14 FEBRUARY

Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Friday
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi covered up billionaire
businessman Gautam Adani’s
alleged corruption even in
the United States.

The statement comes in
the wake of Modi's response
to a query if he discussed
the case of Adani with US
President Donald Trump.
Modi had stated that “when
heads of two countries meet,
they do notdiscuss such per-
sonal matters”.

Gandhi, in a post on X,
said: “If you ask questions
in the country, thereis silence.
Abroad, itis a personal matter.
Modijicovered up Adaniji’s
corruption even in Ameri-
ca.”

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition who hasbeen accusing
Modi of favouring Adani fur-
ther said: “When filing a
friend’s pocket is ‘nation
building’ for Modiji... bribery
and looting the nation’s
wealth becomes a personal

matter.”

Itmay be mentioned that
in November lastyear, Gandhi
had demanded Adani’simme-
diate arrest after the US
Department of Justice (Do])
and US Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC)
indicted him and others for
alleged bribery.

“Itisnow pretty clear and
established in America that
Adani has broken both Amer-

ican law and Indian law. He
hasbeen indicted in the US.
I am wondering why Adani
isstillrunning around a free
man in this country, despite
being accused of a Rs 2,000
scam and multiple others,”
he had said.

The Adani Group had
denied all allegations made
by the US DoJ and the US
SEC, and said all possible
legal recourse will be sought.

SCextends protection fromarrest to former IAS trainee ofticer Puja Khedkar

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 14 FEBRUARY

The Supreme Court on Friday
extended its interim protection
from arrest to former IAS
trainee officer Puja Khedkar
accused of forging her doc-
uments to obtain eligibility
for the 2022 Union Public
Service Commission test
under the reservation for
other backward classes (OBC)
and persons with benchmark
disabilities.

On a request from Addi-
tional Solicitor General SV
Raju, aJustice BV Nagarathna,
heading a bench also com-
prising Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma granted more time
to Delhi police to file its
response on Khedkar’s chal-
lenge to the Delhi High court
order rejecting her plea for
anticipatory bail.

Posting the matter for
hearing on 18 March, the
courtextended its 15 January

2025, order protecting Puja
Khedkar from any coercive
step. However, the court
asked Khedkar to cooperate
in the investigation.

“List after three weeks.
Let interim protection be
continued till then provided
sheis cooperating forinves-
tigation,” ordered the top

court and posted the matter
for hearing on 18 March.

Inthe course of the hearing
of the matter, senior advocate
Siddharth Luthra, represent-
ing Pooja Khedkar, told the
bench that she has not been
called for questioning by the
police and she is willing to
cooperate.

On thelast date of hearing,
the top court ordered that
no coercive steps would be
taken against Khedkar till
the next date of hearing.

Khedkar is accused of
allegedly fraudulently availing
reservation meant for Other
Backward Classes (OBC) and
Persons with Benchmark Dis-

abilities in order to clear the
Union Public Service Com-
mission exam (UPSC exam).

The Delhi High Court
while dismissing anticipatory
bail plea had made strong
observations against Khedkar
sayingitisa “classic example
offraud, not onlywith a con-
stitutional body butalso with
society and the nation as a
whole.”

The High Court had
emphasised thatinterrogation
is necessary to uncover the
conspiracy involved.

The High Court had also
highlighted that the father
and mother held high-ranking
positions, suggesting the pos-
sibility of collusion with influ-
ential individuals.

Khedkar is facing criminal
charges filed by the Delhi
Police, accusing her of cheat-
ing and unlawfully claiming
OBC and disability quota
benefits in the civil services
examination.
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