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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

She had scripted history
by becoming the first Indian
woman wrestler to reach the
gold medal bout on Tuesday
night and before this morn-
ing, she was assured of at
least a silver medal.

But she will now be com-
ing back empty-handed. The
shattered 29-year-old had to
be taken to the polyclinic
inside the Games village due
to severe dehydration earli-
er in the day. The protests and
appeals can continue but the
cold fact was that Cuban
wrestler Yusneylis Guzman
Lopez, who lost to Vinesh in
the semifinals, replaced her
in the final. 

Contingent’s Chief Medical
Officer Dr Dinshaw
Pardiwala explained the
process of weight cut and
said that every possible trick
was used to ensure that
Vinesh could be within the
prescribed limit. 

“The process of weight cut
involves a calculated restric-
tion of food and water along
with sweating from exercis-

es and sauna till the morn-
ing weigh-in. This weight cut
causes weakness and ener-
gy depletion, which is count-
er-productive to participa-
tion,” he said.  “...For ener-
gy restoration, limited water
and high energy foods are
given after weigh-in. Vinesh’s
nutritionist had calculated
this to be 1.5 kg. There some-
times is also a rebound
weight gain following com-
petition,” he added.

Pardiwala revealed that
Vinesh had been merely giv-
en small amounts of water
to prevent dehydration after
three draining bouts on
Tuesday. “Her post partici-
pation weight was found to
be increased. The coach ini-
tiated the normal process of
weight cut that he has always
employed with Vinesh and
felt confident that it would
be achieved. “All possible
drastic measures, including
cutting off her hair, were
used. However, she was not
below her allowed weight of
50kg,” he said.

which included personal
staff. Over the Phogat issue,
Opposition parties walked
out from the Lok Sabha.

“Indian wrestler Vinesh
Phogat has been disquali-
fied from the Paris Olympics
due to being overweight by
100 gm. Vinesh was playing
in the 50 kg category and her
weight had to be 50 kg for
the competition. According
to the rules and regulations
of UWW (United World
Wrestling), for all competi-
tions, weigh-ins are organ-
ised every morning for the
respective category,”
Mandaviya said. “On August

7, 2024, the weight for 50 kg
women’s wrestling was deter-
mined at 7:15-7:30 Hours
Paris time, for wrestlers par-
ticipating in repechages.
Vinesh’s weight was found
to be 50 kg and 100 gm.
Therefore, she was declared
ineligible for the competi-
tion,” he said. The Indian
Olympic Association has
“lodged a strong protest”
with the International
Wrestling Federation over
this matter. Also, Prime
Minister Modi has directed
IOA chief P T Usha to take
“appropriate action” in the
matter, the minister said.

India lodges protest

or “revenge” but “love and
peace” which will rebuild the
nation. Businesses demand-
ed immediate restoration of
law and order to ensure the
safety of their production
units amid attacks on facto-
ries over the last two days.
They said factories were
reopened on Wednesday,
particularly the garment
units, but many cannot run
properly fearing unrest and
vandalism, the Daily Star
newspaper reported.

With police absent from
their duty to keep law and
order or manage traffic, stu-
dents carried out traffic man-
agement as volunteers for the
second consecutive day on
Wednesday, the Dhaka
Tribune newspaper said.
There were reports of attacks
on police stations and facil-
ities across the country on
Tuesday, resulting in numer-
ous police casualties, it
added. Yunus, whose name

was first proposed for the top
job by the coordinators of the
students movement, con-
gratulated the “brave stu-
dents” who took the lead in
making, what he said, “our
Second Victory Day possible”,
and appealed to all students,
political parties and non-
political people to stay calm.
“Let us not miss the chance
by going into any senseless
violence. Violence is our ene-
my. Please don’t create more
enemies. Be calm and get
ready to build the country,”
he said in a statement.

“If we take the path of vio-
lence everything will be
destroyed. Please stay calm.
Help those around you to
stay calm.” “Let us make the
best use of our new victory.
Let us not let this slip away
because of our mistakes,” the
economist said. “I fervently
appeal to everybody to stay
calm. Please refrain from all
kinds of violence.”

Md Yunus to take oath as...

Vinesh disqualified just...

NEW DELHI, Aug 3 (PTI) 

CELEBRATED biochemist
Govindarajan Padmanabhan
has been selected for 
first Vigyan Ratna Puraskar, the
top most science award 
instituted by the Government
this year. The Government on
Wednesday announced 33
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskars,
which include 18 Vigyan 
Yuva Puraskars for young sci-
entists and 13 Vigyan Shri
Puraskars and a Vigyan Team
award that went to Team
Chandrayaan-3.

Earlier this year, the
Government had instituted the
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar
recognising outstanding and
inspiring scientific, techno-
logical and innovation contri-
butions of researchers, tech-

nologists and innovators in 
the field of science, technolo-
gy and innovation.

The Vigyan Shri awardees are
astrophysicist Annapurini
Subramanian, agriculture sci-
entist Anandharamakrishnan
C, Avesh Kumar Tyagi (Atomic
Energy), Prof. Umesh Varshney
and Prof. Jayant Bhalchandra
Udgaonkar (both in the field of
Biological Sciences), Prof. Syed
Wajih Ahmad Naqvi (Earth
Sciences), Prof. Bhim Singh
(Engineering Sciences), Prof.
Adimurthi Adi and Prof. Rahul
Mukherjee (Mathematics and
Computer Science), Prof. Dr
Sanjay Behari (Medicine), Prof.
Lakshmanan Muthusamy 
and Prof. Naba Kumar 
Mondal (Physics) and Prof.
Rohit Srivastava (Technology
and Innovation).

The Vigyan Yuva awardees
are Krishna Murthy S L and
Swarup Kumar Parida
(Agricultural Science),
Radhakrishnan Mahalakshmi
and Prof. Aravind Penmatsa
(Biological Sciences), Vivek
Polshettiwar and Vishal Rai
(Chemistry), Roxy Mathew Koll
(Earth Sciences), Abhilash and
Radha Krishna Ganti
(Engineering Sciences), Purabi
Saikia and Bappi Paul
(Environmental Science),
Mahesh Ramesh Kakde
(Mathematics and Computer
Science), Jitendra Kumar Sahu
and Pragya Dhruv Yadav
(Medicine), Urbasi Sinha
(Physics), Digendranath Swain
Space and Prashant Kumar
(Space Science and Technology)
and Prabhu Rajagopal
(Technology and Innovation).

NEW DELHI, Aug 7 (PTI) 

ELECTIONS to 12 vacant Rajya
Sabha seats in nine States will
be held on September 3, the
Election Commission said on
Wednesday. 

Ten Rajya Sabha seats fell
vacant as the sitting members,
including Union ministers
Piyush Goyal, Sarbananda
Sonowal and Jyotiraditya
Scindia, were elected to the Lok
Sabha.

By-polls are also being held
for two seats in Telangana and
Odisha. K Keshava Rao from
Telangana resigned recently
from the House after quitting
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) to join the Congress while
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) MP
Mamata Mohanta resigned
from her Rajya Sabha seat 

and primary membership 
of the party.

Besides Goyal, Sonowal and
Scindia, the other Rajya Sabha
members who won the parlia-
mentary polls and moved to the
Lok Sabha are Kamakhya
Prasad Tasa (BJP), Misha Bharti
(RJD), Vivek Thakur (BJP),
Deepender Singh Hooda
(Congress), Udayanraje Bhosle
(BJP), K C Venugopal
(Congress) and Biplab Kumar
Deb (BJP).  

The notification for the Rajya
Sabha elections will be issued
on August 14 and the last 
date for filing of poll papers is
August 21, the commission
said. The separate elections for
each Rajya Sabha seat will be
held on September 3 and the
results will be announced the
same day.

NEW DELHI, Aug 7 (PTI) 

THE Lok Sabha on Wednesday
passed the Finance Bill 2024
after the Government relaxed
the just-introduced new capi-
tal gains tax on real estate,
allowing taxpayers an 
option to switch to a new low-
er tax rate or stay with the old
regime that had higher rate
with indexation benefit.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who in her Budget
for 2024-25 proposed to lower
the long-term capital gains tax
on real estate to 12.5 per cent
from 20 per cent but without
the indexation benefit, moved
an amendment to the Bill to
give the option. Indexation
benefit allows taxpayers to
arrive at the cost price of the
property after adjusting for
inflation. The amendment
came after the new provision
was criticised for raising tax
incidence and disincentivising
investments in the real estate.

The major amendment in
the Bill relates to restoration of
indexation benefit on sale of
properties bought prior to July
23, 2024. Now, individuals or
HuFs who purchased houses
before July 23, 2024, can opt to
pay LTCG tax under the new
scheme at the rate of 12.5 per
cent without indexation or

claim the indexation benefit
and pay 20 per cent tax.

Declare Wayanad
calamity a
national disaster:
Rahul Gandhi
LEADER of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi called
on the Government to declare
the recent calamity in Kerala’s
Wayanad a national disaster.

Speaking during Zero Hour,
Gandhi also demanded high-
er compensation for the peo-
ple affected. Emphasising the
need to declare the Wayanad
landslides a national disaster,
he said, “I saw it with my own
eyes. I visited many different
places where the disaster took
place. In some cases, an entire
family is gone, with just one per-
son remaining, sometimes an
adult or a child.”

‘No proposal to
increase time 
limit over NPS’
THERE is no proposal to
increase the time limit for
Central Government employ-

ees to switch from the National
Pension System to the old pen-
sion scheme, the Government
said on Wednesday.

The NPS was introduced for
Central Government employ-
ees in 2003. NPS is mandato-
ry for all new recruits in the

Central Government service
from January 1, 2004 (except
the Armed Forces), Union
Minister of State for Personnel
Jitendra Singh said in a writ-
ten reply to Lok Sabha.

In pursuance of court judge-
ments, the Department of

Pension and Pensioners’
Welfare issued instructions on
March 3, 2023, giving a one-
time option to the central gov-
ernment civil employee for
inclusion under Central Civil
Services (Pension) Rules, 1972
(now 2021) who have been
appointed against a post or
vacancy which was advertised
or notified for
recruitment/appointment pri-
or to notification for NPS on
December 22, 2003, he said.

Govt appeals to
four States to
implement RTE
THE Centre appealed to the
State Governments to imple-
ment the provision of the Right
to Education, which mandates
25 per cent of seats for the 
children from economically
weaker sections in private
unaided schools.

The State Governments such
as Punjab, Kerala, Telangana
and West Bengal have not
implemented RTE provisions
mandating the private schools
to reserve seats under the RTE
Act, Minister of State for
Education Jayant Chaudhary
informed the Rajya Sabha dur-
ing the Question Hour.

LS passes Finance Bill, amends LTCG tax provision on properties

NEW DELHI, Aug 7 (PTI) 

OPPOSITION parties on
Wednesday demanded that
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill
be sent to Parliament’s stand-
ing committee for scrutiny
after it is introduced, with the
Government telling the
Business Advisory
Committee that it will take a
call after assessing the sense
of Lok Sabha.

The Government said at
the Committee’s meeting that
it will not press for discussion
on the Bill and its passage
following its introduction in
Lok Sabha on Thursday.

There is a strong possibil-
ity that the Government may
agree to refer the Bill, which
is being opposed by some
Muslim organisations, to a
parliamentary panel. Sources

said some parties, which have
been supportive of the
Government’s agenda, have
also expressed their reserva-
tion over the proposed legis-
lation. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said at
the meeting of the
Committee, which includes
members from major parties
and where the government
discusses its proposed agen-
da, that the government will
take a call whether or not to
send the bill for parliamen-
tary scrutiny on Thursday,
the sources said.

Congress MP Gourav Gogoi
and Trinamool Congress MP
Sudip Bandyopadhya were
among the Opposition mem-
bers who made the demand
to send the Bill to Parliament’s
standing committee for
scrutiny after it is introduced.

Waqf Bill to be introduced in LS, Oppn
demands sending it to Parlt panel

Elections to 12 RS seats
from 9 States on Sept 3

Biochemist Govindarajan Padmanabhan
selected for first Vigyan Ratna award

400 Indians return
(Contd from page 1)
from Bangladesh,” the airline said in the state-
ment. A source in the know said the IndiGo spe-
cial flight carried more than 200 passengers from
Dhaka to Kolkata.

The carrier also said normal flight operations
between India and Dhaka are scheduled to
resume on Wednesday and it has contacted all
affected customers, providing updates and offer-
ing alternative travel arrangements. IndiGo oper-
ates one daily flight from Delhi, Mumbai and
Chennai to Dhaka and two daily services from
Kolkata. Air India will be commencing its sched-
uled operations -- two daily flights from the
national capital -- to Dhaka on Wednesday.
NON-ESSENTIAL STAFFERS AT INDIAN HIGH
COMMISSION IN DHAKA RETURN: NON-

ESSENTIAL staffers at the
Indian High Commission
in Dhaka and their family
members returned to India
on Wednesday on a volun-
tary basis through com-
mercial flights.

NBW AGAINST NITESH RANE: A COURT here has issued a non-bailable warrant (NBW) against BJP MLA Nitesh Rane
in a defamation complaint lodged against him by Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut.

Judicial Magistrate (First Class) Aarti A Kulkarni issued the NBW as Rane failed to appear before the court on Tuesday.
In January too, the court had issued an NBW against the BJP MLA. It was canceled following his appearance on February
26. But since then, Rane failed to turn up and sought exemptions from appearance on different grounds. On Tuesday,
his exemption plea was rejected by the court. 
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