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Israel used US-made bombs in strike
that killed dozens near Rafah

NEW YORK (AGENCY)

The bombs used in the
Israeli strike that killed
dozens of Palestinians in a
camp for displced people
near Rafah on Sunday were
made in the US, according to
‘weapons experts and visual
evidence . Munition debris
filmed at the strike location
the next day were remnants
from a GBU-39, a bomb
designed and manufactured
in the US, The Times found.

US officials have been
pushing Israel to use more
of this type of bomb, which
they say can reduce civilian
casualties. The key detail in
the weapon debris was the
tail actuation system, which
controls the fins that guide
the GBU-39 to a target,
according to Trevor Ball, a
former US Army explosive
ordnance disposal techni-
cian, who earlier identified
the weapon on X. The
‘weapon’s unique bolt pat-
tern and slot, where the fold-
ing fins are stowed were
clearly visible in the debris,
Ball said The munition frag-
ments, filmed by Alam
Sadeq, a Palestinian journal-
ist, are also marked by a
series of numbers begin-
ning with “81873". This is
the unique identifier code
assigned by the US govern-

ment to Woodward, an
aerospace manufacturer
based in Colorado that sup-
plies parts for bombs,
including the GBU-39. At
least 45 people in Kuwaiti
AlSalam Camp 1, which was
built in early January, were
killed by the blast and sub-
sequent fires, according to
the Gazan health ministry.

More than 240 were
wounded. US officials have
been encouraging the

Israeli military for months
to increase the use of GBU-

Hong Kong convicts
democracy activists in largest
national security trial

HONG KONG (AGENCY)

Dozens of Hong Kong's
most well-known democra-
cy activists and leaders now
face prison sentences, in
some cases for perhaps as
long as life, after a court
issued a verdict Thursday in
the city’s largest national
security trial. Their offence:
holding a primary election
to improve their chances in
citywide polls. Authorities

accused 47 pro-democracy

figures, including Benny
Tai, a former law professor,
and Joshua Wong, a protest
leader and founder of a stu-
dent group, of conspiracy to
commit subversion. Thirty-
one of those defendants
have since pleaded guilty.
On Thursday, judges
picked by Hong Kong's
Beijing-backed leader con-
victed 14 of the remaining
activists and acquitted two
others. The convictions
show how authorities have
used the sweeping powers
of a national security law
imposed by Beijing to
quash political dissent in
the Chinese territory. The
punishments  that are
expected to follow in the
coming weeks or months

Indian immigration agent pleads guilty in internatio
students fraud case in Canada; sentenced to 3 y

OTTAWA (AGENCY)

An Indian immigration
agentat the centre ofa scam
to cheat students from India
by issuing fake college
admission to  procure
Canadian visas has been
sentenced to three years in
jail after he pleaded guilty
before a court in Vancouver
to immigration offences,
according to a media
report. Brijesh Mishra, 37,
was arrested after a
Canadian Border Services
Agency (CBSA) investiga-
tion tied him to dozens of
fraudulent acceptance let-
ters for Canadian colleges
and universities that were
provided to prospective
international students from
India between 2016 and
2020.

Dressed in a red jump-
suit, Mishra on Wednesday
stood inside a Vancouver
courtroom and apologised
for a slew of Canadian
immigration offences.
Mishra pleaded guilty to
three charges related to

would effectively turn the
vanguard of the city’s oppo-
sition, a hallmark of its
once-vibrant political
scene, into a generation of
political prisoners. Some
are former lawmakers who
joined politics after Hong
Kong was returned to
Chinese rule by the British
in 1997. Others are activists
and legislators who have
advocated self-determina-
tion for Hong Kong with
more confrontational
tactics. Several, includ-
ing Wong, who rose to
fame as a teenage
activist, were among
the students leading
large street occupations
in 2014 for the right to
vote. Most of the defen-
dants have spent at
least the last three
years in detention before
and during the 118-day trial

“The message from the
authorities is clear: Any
opposition activism, even
the moderate kind, will no
longer be tolerated” said
Ho-fung Hung, an expert on
Hong Kong politics at Johns
Hopkins University. The
pro-democracy  activists
have said they were merely
defending the rights of
Hong Kong residents in the
face of Beijing’s tightening
control over the city. Public
alarm over shrinking free-
doms in Hong Kong had set
off enormous, at times vio-
lent, protests in 2019 and
early 2020, mounting the
greatest  challenge to
Chinese authority since

89.

39 bombs in Gaza because
they are generally more
precise and better suited to
urban environments than
larger bombs, including the
US-made 2,000-pound
bombs that Israel routinely
uses. President Joe Biden
said earlier this month that
the US was pausing a deliv-
ery of the larger bombs.
“The strike was conducted
using two munitions with
small warheads suited for
this targeted strike,” Rear
Admiral Daniel Hagari, the

Israeli military spokesman,
said during a news confer-
ence on Tuesday. The
bombs contained 17kg of
explosive material, he said
“This is the smallest muni-
tion that our jets can use.” In
response to questions from
The Times, the Israeli mili-
tary declined to specify the
munition used. The GBU-39
has a net explosive weight
of about 17kg. Admiral
Hagari said the military had
taken steps to narrowly tar-
get two Hamas leaders, who

he said were killed in the
strike, and did not expect
the munitions to harm
nearby civilians. The bombs
were dropped on sheds
inside a camp for internally
displced people and many
tents were visible close by.
Footage shows that the
bombing set off deadly fires.
Admiral Hagari said the
Israeli military’s investiga-
tion was continuing. He sug-
gested the fire might have
been sparked by a second-
ary explosion, which he said
indicated there may have
been weapons stored in the
area. “Our munition alone
could not have ignited a fire
of this size,” Admiral Hagari
said. Frederic Gras, a French
consultant on munitions,
questioned the Israeli mili-
tary’s reasoning. “Any explo-
sion or detonation starts a
fire as soon as flammable
products are in the vicinity,”
he said noting that there
are often many gas cylinders
and lamps in such camps.
Video shot by witnesses
after the attack shows the
scale of suffering. People
scream as they pull charred
bodies from rubble while
flames rage behind them.

One man holds up the
body of a headless child
“The Israelis have said they
used 37-pound
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South Korea plans Mars
landing in 2045 as it launch-

es first space agency

SEOUL (AGENCY)

South Korea plans to make a
Mars landing by 2045 and
spend 100 trillion won
($72.6 billion) until then on
space exploration, President
Yoon Suk Yeol said on
Thursday at the launch of
the country's first space
agency. The Korea
Aerospace Administration
(KASA) will lead the coun-
try's "space economy,” with
hundreds of businesses and
enterprises working to cata-
pult South Korea into the
ranks of the world's top five
space powers, Yoon said

"KASA will usher in a
new space era by cultivating
experts while intensively
supporting the aerospace
industry ecosystem and fos-
tering challenging and inno-
vative R&D," Yoon said. The
country's first lunar lander
is planned for 2032.

South Korea became
the seventh country to own
an indigenous space launch
vehicle and satellite develop-
ment technology with the
launch of the Nuri rocket in
May last year that put a
commercial grade satellite
in orbit. The agency is
aimed at streamlining poli-
cy and development func-
tions shared among differ-

Singapore flight service protocol revision after recent
severe turbulence faces passengers reactions

SINGAPORE : (AGENCY)

Some frequent fliers have
described Singapore
Airlines  (SIA) in-flight
service protocol following
the recent severe turbu-
lence on its plane as a hasty
move which is already hav-
ing repercussions on its
service offerings and driv-
ing up stress levels of cabin
crew, a media report said
on Thursday. However, the
overall requirement of
suspending meal service
and “cabin crew members
must buckle up when the
seat-belt sign is turned on”,
has had a ripple effect on
passengers and crew, The
Straits Times reported.

SIA put more compre-
hensive safety measures in
place shortly after Flight
SQ321 from London to
Singapore  experienced
severe turbulence on May
21, leaving a passenger
dead and dozens injured.
Previously, only hot drinks
and soup were not allowed
to be served when the
seatbelt sign was turned
on and service could con-
tinue at the discretion of
the crew, but meal service
must now be completely
paused. Flights inbound
(towards Singapore) from
Europe pass over a patch
of the Andaman Sea known
for turbulence, according
to The Straits Times, which
cited reactions from crew
members and passengers.
The Andaman Sea, a part of
the Indian Ocean, is locat-

Canada's Immigration and
Refugee Protection Act,
including misrepresenta-
tion and communicating

false information, CBC
News reported "I'm sorry,"
he told the courtroom. "I
cannot change the past, but
I can make sure I do not do
it again in the future."
Mishra was arrested in
Surrey, British Columbia, in
June 2023. He entered
Canada on a tourist visa,
which had expired at the
time of his arrest. Crown
and defence lawyers issued
a joint sentencing submis-
sion asking for three years
in prison, to which the judge
agreed was sufficient.

Mishra's time in cus-
tody since his 2023 arrest
counts as time served,
meaning he will serve an
additional 19 months. "I
would say he did show gen-
uine remorse," CBC News
quoted  Gagan  Nahal,
Mishra's defence lawyer, as
saying. "The pleas that were
entered today were clearly a
demonstration  of  his
remorse because he did
have a right to run a trial in
this." Nahal said 12 victims
came forward during the
CBSA's investigation. After
serving his sentence in
Canada, Mishra is expected
to be deported to India
where he faces further

ed west of Thailand. One
flight attendant said there
was more than an hour of

turbulence during her
recent three-and-a-half-
hour flight flying a
Singapore-India route. The
cabin crew had to carry
out meal service with the
little remaining time.
“Some  passengers
don’t understand why the
service policy change is
important, and rate service
as average to poor via the
customer feedback chan-
nel after flights where
service was affected by
turbulence,” the broad-
sheet quoted her as saying.
“We're  stressed and
fatigued, but at the
moment there’s nothing
we can do except continue
to navigate our work under
the given circumstances.”
A flight steward said crew
members have had to
make adjustments “by
doing things like removing
after-take-off drinks to
manage the time we have
for meal service”. He noted:

criminal charges, including
a human smuggling offence.
The maximum penalty for
that offence is death. No vic-
tims or their family mem-
bers were present in the
courtroom. Federal Crown
Prosecutor Molly Greene
declined to comment on the
case. In an agreed statement
of facts between the crown
and the defence, Greene
outlined a common paflern
based on victim testimony.
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“Passenger reactions vary
-- some are very under-
standing, while others feel
shortchanged”  During
pre-flight briefings he has
attended since the incident,
in-flight managers have
been actively checking
upon crew members’ well-
being, the flight steward
said, adding that a coun-
selling team had been
formed to support cabin
crew. Another crew mem-
ber said: “While it might be
more stressful as meal
service may be affected, 1
think the crew will try to
provide the same service
standards safely.” “We can’t
fight Mother Nature,” said
an SIA crew member who
has been flying for more
than a decade, adding that
safety remains the crew’s
top priority. John Tan, lead
professional officer teach-
ing in the air transport
management degree pro-
gramme at the Singapore
Institute of Technolog;
said the policy cha
“highlights the impo:

said prospective
students typically came
from a modest background
in Punjab with the desire to
study abroad in Canada and
were referred to Mishra by
family or friends. Mishra
would advise them to apply
to multiple schools to
ensure they were accepted
Prospective students would
provide him with passport
information, transcripts and
English language.
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of adaptability in aviation
safety”. “Prompt responses
are necessary to protect
passengers and  crew
effectively. Enacting policy
changes in response to
incidents fosters a culture
of  continuous  safety
improvement," the
Singapore daily quoted Tan
as saying. But the task of
balancing safety and serv-
ice quality may present a
challenge for SIA, added
Tan. “The objective is to
reduce the time cabin crew
have to spend on the aisles.
For SIA, this could translate
into retraining cabin crew
to increase their efficiency
or changing the way serv-
ices are delivered without
compromising service
quality. And the option to
restructure the cabin lay-
out remains a possibility,”
he said. Still, Shukor Yusof,
founder of aviation consul-
tancy Endau Analytics,
believes that SIA’s service
quality will not be affected
by the new protocol. “The
decision was arrived at
after careful consideration
and the urgent need to,
first and foremost, prevent
nasty injuries for passen-
gers and crew in the
future,” he was quoted as
saying. The Si

lence. especially on short
and medium-haul flights.

ent government ministries
and will bring under its
structure the aerospace
research institute that
developed the Nuri and its
precursor space launch
vehicles. South Korea plans
at least three more space
launches by 2027 and has
plans to launch military
satellites. Yoon's announce-
ment highlights the increas-
ing efforts Asian nations are
putting into space pro-
grams for practical reasons,
such as honing rocket tech-
nology, and to bolster
national pride. On Monday,
North Korea launched a
rocket but failed to put its
second military spy satellite
in orbit, which it blamed on
anew type of engine failing.
But one expert noted the
attempt as a "huge lap” in

the heavily sanctioned
country's race for space.
South Korea, Japan and the
United States condemned
the North's launch as violat-
ing U.N. Security Council
resolutions banning it from
developing ballistic missile
technology. China's space
program has developed
heavy-lift rockets such as
the Long March 5, the
Tiangong space station,
unmanned moon probes
and the rover Zhurong that
reached Mars in 2021. In
January, Japan became the
fifth country to place a lan-
der on the moon. Last year,
India became the fourth
nation to land on the moon,
after Russia failed in an
attempt the same month.
Japan also plans a rover
mission to Mars.

Briefs News

Russia warns of nuclear deter-
rence steps if U.S. deploys mis-
siles in Europe and Asia

MOSCOW (AGENCY) Russia may take extra steps in the
area of nuclear deterrence if the United States deploys
intermediate and short-range missiles in Europe and
Asia, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov tod the
state RIA news agency in an interview. RIA referred to
U.S. plans, announced in April, to deploy missiles in the
Indo-Pacific region in response to what Washington
sees as growing Chinese militarisation. Such deploy-
ments would have previously been outhiwed under the
landmark 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF)
Treaty with Russia which the United States formally
withdrew from in 2019 after saying that Moscow was
violating the accord, an accusation the Kremlin denied
Moscow has long warned it would scrap a moratorium it
proposed after the treaty lapsed on the deployment of
short and medium range missiles if Washington went
ahead with plans to deploy such missiles in Asia and
Europe. Lavrov told RIA that Russia might have to take

other steps too.

Militants burn down girls’'
school in former Pakistani
Taliban stronghold

TALIBAN (AGENCY) A group of militants used kerosine
to set fire to a girls’ school in a former Pakistani Taliban
stronghold, destroying furniture, computers and books,
the police said on Wednesday. No one was hurt in the
overnight attack in North Waziristan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, local police official Rehmat Ullah
said Two other girls’ schools in the region were bombed
earlier this month. No one has claimed responsibility for
the attacks, but authorities suspect Ishmic militants,
who targeted girls’ schools years ago, saying that

women should not be educate
former stronghold of the Pakistani
also known as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan.
rate group but a close ally of the Afghan Talib:
seized power in neighbouring Afghanistan in 202’
The Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan has emboldene:

the Pakistani Taliban.

Waziristan is a
ho are
sepa-
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