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PSA dossiers cite...
They were booked under the PSA on the night of  Febru-
ary 6, barely a few hours before their preventive deten-
tion was to end. According to rules, preventive detention
can be extended beyond six months only if an advisory
board, constituted two weeks before the completion of
the 180-day period, recommends for that. Mehbooba has
been slapped with the PSA for her remarks which in-
cluded challenging accession of  Jammu and Kashmir to
India in case the Article 370 was abrogated. The state-
ments of  the former chief  minister, whose party PDP
was an ally of  the BJP till June 2018, on security forces
killing militants was also made a part of  the PSA
dossier against her.  Her support to the Jamaat-e-Islamia
group of  Jammu and Kashmir after it was declared as a
banned organisation by the Centre under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) also figures in the
dossier.

Omar's father, Farooq Abdullah, who is a five-time
chief  minister and currently a member of  Lok Sabha,
was booked in September last year under the PSA, a law
which was enacted by his father Sheikh Abdullah in
1978 to fight timber smugglers in the state as they would
easily get away with minimal detention those days.
Sheikh Abdullah brought the Act as a deterrent against
timber smugglers as it provided a jail term, without a
trial, for up to two years. However, this Act came in
handy for the police and security forces during the ear-
ly 1990s when militancy erupted in the state.  

Give me a chance...
The government should realise that I am having capaci-
ty to turnaround policing in the state. Community par-
ticipation would be in big way. There would be monito-
ry reward for them. It may turn earning opportunity to
them in their lean season or leisure time. If  the govern-
ment is failing to recognise, I would not like to project
myself  as victim or aggrieved party. I would treat fate
accompli to poor public of  the state. Very unfortunate to
them.  Regards".

Naqvi: Send Rahul to political...
"I want to give an advice to Congress leaders, especially So-
nia Gandhi, to send her 'pappuji' to a political playschool
so that he can learn the ABCD of  politics, dignity, decency
and language etiquettes," he said while talking to media
persons here on Sunday.

The minister further said, "No one with the right mental
balance would talk about hitting a prime minister, who is
elected by the public, with sticks." 
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10 NATION Seven Bangladeshis arrested in Jhansi
JHANSI: Seven Bangladeshi nationals have been arrested here for not having any valid
documents, police said on Sunday. Jhansi’s Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) D. Pradeep said:
“As many as seven Bangladeshi nationals were arrested during routine checking near the bus stand
in Babina on Friday.” Those arrested were staying at a hotel near the bus stand and did not have
valid documents for staying in India, the SSP said. Seven of those arrested belong to Dhaka. 
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AGENCIES
Mumbai

Bouncing back onto the po-
litical centre-stage, Maha-
rashtra Navnirman Sena
President Raj Thackeray on
Sunday came out in support
of  the CAA-NCR-NPR, and
warned that his party
would strongly counter all
those who are opposing
these laws.

Leading a massive proces-
sion to demand the ouster of
illegal migrants from Pak-
istan and Bangladesh living
in India —a figure he
pegged at over two crore —
Thackeray said: “A thor-
ough clean-up operation is a
must.”

Coming out in support of
the CAA, he said it has been
in existence since 1955, and
was intended to give citi-
zenship to persecuted “mi-
norities” in Pakistan,
Bangladesh or Afghanistan,
but the circumstances have

changed since then. “The
Muslims are taking out
morchas around the coun-
try...I don’t see the point.

Why do they need to make a
show of  strength? We have
nothing against the Indian
Muslims... they are ours.

We are only against the ille-
gal Muslim infiltrators
from Pakistan-
Bangladesh,” he said.

“Henceforth, for all mor-
chas against CAA-NRC-
NPR, we (MNS) will counter
with morchas, retaliate
sword by sword and stone
by stone. My message
through today’s procession
is clear to all whom it is in-
tended for,” Thackeray de-
clared.

He sought to know what
about the unauthorized per-
sons who have entered In-
dia and played havoc with
the economy, taken away
jobs, molested our women,
indulged in criminal or ter-
ror activities, adding that
wherever Marathi Muslims
live, there are no riots.

“Is India some kind of  a
‘dharamshala’ (inn) where
any outsider can walk in
and settle down? We have
enough of  our own prob-
lems to tackle. India has not
taken the responsibility for
‘humanitarianism’ by giv-
ing refuge to all,” said
Thackeray.

Raj Thackeray’s ‘quit India
march’ targets infiltrators 

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thackeray addresses his party workers, after a march
from Marine Drive to Azad Maidan, demanding eviction of illegal (Muslim) immigrants from Pakistan
and Bangladesh staying in India, in Mumbai, on Sunday PTI

AGENCIES
Panaji

RSS general secretary
Suresh Bhaiyyaji Joshi on
Saturday said that anybody
who wants to work (in In-
dia) will have to do so with
the Hindu community and
for their empowerment.

Addressing a lecture on
the topic “Vishwaguru
Bharat, an RSS perspec-
tive” at Dona Paula in Pana-
ji, Joshi referred to his com-
munication with an intel-
lectual who had said that In-

dia should become a “supre-
rashtra” in the year 2020.

“Anybody who wants to
work (in India) will have to
work with the Hindu com-
mumnity by taking them
along and for their empow-
erment. Hindus have wit-
nessed the rise and fall of
India since the time imme-
morial. India cannot be sep-
arated from (the) Hindu
(community). Hindus have
always been at the centre of
this nation,” Joshi said in
Marathi.

He also added that since

Hindus are not communal
or antagonist, “nobody
should be reluctant to work
for the Hindu community”.

The RSS leader further
said, “The world says India
will become a superpower
in 2020, but I remember my
conversation with an intel-
lectual who had said that In-
dia should become a super-
rashtra (super nation) in
2020”.

Goa Chief  Minister
Pramod Sawant was
among those who attended
the lecture.

If you want to work in India, work for
Hindu empowerment: RSS leader

AGENCIES
New Delhi

A students’ group on
Sunday came out in sup-
port of  the allegations of
molestation by female stu-
dents during the annual
fest at Delhi University’s
Gargi College earlier this
week.

The Democratic
Students Federation
alleged that scores of  ine-
briated men groped and
harassed students on the
day-3 of  the annual fest
‘Reverie’.

Expressing anguish over
the alleged sexual assault,
the DSF said, in a state-
ment, that on February 6,

“deliberate negligence on
the part of  the adminis-
tration and the security
led to a situation where a
score of  inebriated men
were allowed to enter the
campus and grope and
harass the students.”

The federation also
alleged that the intruders
raised ‘Jai Sri Ram’ slo-
gans and waved saffron
flags.

“Students were repeated-
ly groped by these men as
well as locked inside the
bathroom by them. One of
the students lost con-
sciousness due to the men-
tal and physical trauma
brought on by the pres-
ence of this mob of

lumpen sexual harassers.”
The student body claimed
that the security guards
turned a blind eye to the
proceedings and the
administration only rein-
forced their apathy.
“Whilst the security
guards were supposed to
check the entry pass of  all
the male students wanting
to attend the fest, as well
as frisk them at the entry,
these hooligans were
given a free hand to do as
they please,” it alleged.

The College Principal,
however, has denied the
allegations of  molesta-
tion, levied by a second
year student of  Political
Science.

AGENCIES
Bareilly

Bareilly finally gets its much-
awaited “jhumka” when
Union Minister and local MP
Santosh Gangwar unveiled a
14-feet high structure at the
zero point on national high-
way 24.

The jhumka that weighs
over 200 kilograms was in-
stalled on Saturday in the
Parsakhera area and is em-
bedded with colourful stones
and is embroidered with the
city’s famous ‘zari’.

Bareilly’s jhumka - though
there is no connection be-
tween the city and the piece of
jewellery - became a national
obsession with the 1966 chart-
buster song “Jhumka gira re
Bareilly ki bazzar mein”. The
jhumka connection not only
made Bareilly popular, but
even today tourists come here
look for the jhumka.

“We have people coming
and asking for jhumkas and
we do not have the heart to
tell them there jhumkas in
Bareilly are no different from
those sold elsewhere. We al-
ways keep jhumkas in differ-
ent designs because we do not
want to disappoint our cus-
tomers,” said PK Agarwal, a
local jeweller.

The Bareilly Development

Authority (BDA), mean-
while, conceived the project
of  installing a jhumka as an
attraction for the tourists
visiting the city. The project
hit roadblock several times
before taking a concrete
shape.

Inaugurating the jhumka,
Union Minister Santosh
Gangwar said, “The collabo-
rative effort made by the au-
thority, various organisations
and local residents in setting
up the ambitious jhumka in
Bareilly is commendable. It
looks beautiful and unique.
Visitors will finally be able to
associate the landmark jhum-
ka in Bareilly with the ever-
green song.”

Bareilly finally gets
its ‘lost’ Jhumka

Gargi College molesters waved
saffron flags: Students group

AGENCIES
Panaji

Archbishop of  Goa and Daman,
Rev Filipe Neri Ferrao, has urged
the central government to “imme-
diately and unconditionally revoke
the Citizenship Amendment Act”
and stop quashing the “right to dis-
sent”. 

He also appealed to the govern-
ment not to implement the pro-
posed countrywide National Regis-

ter of  Citizens (NRC) and the Na-
tional Population Register (NPR). 

However, Goa BJP’s general sec-
retary Narendra Sawaikar asked
why the Archbishop was opposing
CAA when “crores of  people in-
cluding Goans” were supporting
the new law. 

Diocesan Centre for Social Com-
munications Media, a wing of  the
Goa Church, in a statement on Sat-
urday said, “The Archbishop and
the Catholic community of  Goa

would like to appeal to the govern-
ment to listen to the voice of  mil-
lions in India, to stop quashing the
right to dissent and, above all, to
immediately and unconditionally
revoke the CAA and desist from
implementing the NRC and the
NPR.”  The CAA, NRC and NPR
are “divisive and discriminatory”
and will certainly have a “negative
and damaging effect” on a multi-
cultural democracy like ours, the
church said. 

Goa Archbishop urges govt to revoke CAA

AGENCIES
Hazaribag

A statue of  Mahatma Gand-
hi, erected here in 1948, has
been desecrated by uniden-
tified miscreants 10 days af-
ter Bapu’s death anniver-
sary, officials said on Sun-
day. The statue was built at
the Gandhi Ghat by the
bank of the Konar river
where ashes of  Gandhiji
were immersed. “The statue
at Kumhartoli locality of

the town has been damaged
in the night of  February 8.
A new statue will be erected
there soon, as the 150th
birth anniversary of  Mahat-
ma Gandhi is being cele-
brated,” Hazaribag Deputy
Commissioner Bhuvanesh
Pratap Singh said. He said
an inquiry has been ordered
to identify the culprits and a
magistrate along with po-
licemen deployed at the
spot. “A new statue will be
placed there,” Singh said. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s statue
desecrated in Jharkhand

A view of damaged statue of Mahatma Gandhi at Kumhartoli area in
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand, on Sunday PTI

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The NCB on Sunday said it
has arrested the country’s
first ‘darknet’ narcotics op-
erative who allegedly
shipped hundreds of  psy-
chotropic drug parcels
abroad in the garb of  sex
stimulation medicines.

Dipu Singh, 21, son of  a re-
tired army officer, was ar-
rested by the sleuths of  the
Delhi zonal unit of  the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB)
from Lucknow recently.
Darknet refers to the deep
hidden internet platform
that is used for narcotics
sale, exchange of  porno-
graphic content and other il-
legal activities by using the
secret alleys of  the the onion
router (ToR) to stay away
from the surveillance of  law
enforcement agencies. 

Owing to its end-to-end en-
cryption, darknet is consid-
ered very tough to crack
when it comes to investigat-
ing criminal activities being
rendered over it. “Singh is a
major player on the darknet.
His listings were found in
one of  the biggest and reli-
able darknet markets like
Empire Market and Majestic
Garden,” NCB Deputy Direc-

tor General (operations) Ra-
jesh Nandan Srivastava said. 

Singh initially began with
shipping medicines related
to erectile dysfunction and
fitness supplements to over-
seas locations using the dark
internet facility, but later
shifted to transacting in psy-
chotropic drugs under this
garb seeing the profit mar-
gin in this illegal trade, the
DDG added. 

A Bachelor in hotel man-
agement from Amity Univer-
sity in Lucknow, Singh had
“mastered the technique to
disguise identity while mak-
ing a shipment”, the NCB
said in a statement.

He was arrested by the cen-
tral anti-narcotics agency
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act after
raids were conducted at his
residence in Lucknow’s
Alam Bagh area.

While 12,000 tablets of  var-
ious psychotropic drugs
were seized from his resi-
dence, the NCB alleges
Singh is a “mastermind” of
hundreds of  drug parcels
clandestinely couriered to
countries like the USA, UK,
Romania, Spain and some
european nations using the
dark web. 

NCB arrests India’s first
darknet narcotics vendor;

55K tablets seized

Heart bleeds when blast incidents
reported in Bengal: Dhankhar

KOLKATA: West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar on Sunday
voiced concern over the recent cases of  recovery of  explosives, and
said his heart bled every time incidents of  blast were reported
from any part of  the state. Dhankhar also wondered “how could
elections be non- violent”, under such circumstances. Civic polls
in Bengal are scheduled to be held later this year and Assembly
elections are due in 2021. “Whenever there is a blast, my heart
bleeds. It (blast) causes loss to people. How can elections be non- vi-
olent, with so much explosive stacked in various parts of  the
state,” Dhankhar said on the sidelines of  an event here. 

Mamata’s
book on CAA
sold out in
book fair

KOLKATA

A book against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act written by West Bengal
Chief  Minister Mamata
Banerjee was sold out six
days after it was launched in
the International Kolkata
Book Fair, her publisher
said. Titles favouring and
opposing the CAA and the
proposed nationwide NRC
authored by others were also
in high demand in the 12-day
book fair which concluded on
Sunday. 

“All the 1,000 copies of
Chief  Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s new title
‘Nagarikatta Aatanko’ (Fear
of  Citizenship) were sold out
this afternoon. It was
launched on February 4 in
the book fair,” Apu Dey said
on behalf  of  the publishers,
Dey’s Publishing. 

In her book, the TMC
supremo talks about the
“barbaric uncertainty which
has gripped India in the
sphere of  politics-economy-
society everywhere....”




