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TaMo Q4 PROFIT JUMPS 
THREEFOLD TO ~17.5K CR 

Mumbai-headquartered Tata Motors has 
posted a more than threefold jump in its 
consolidated net profit for the fourth quarter 
of 2023-24 to ~17,528 crore, riding on 13.3 per 
cent growth in revenue. Consolidated 
revenues for the quarter came in at nearly 
~1.20trillion. For the full year, the auto giant 
posted a 12-fold jump in net profit to  
~31,806 crore. Consolidated revenues for the 
full year were the highest ever at nearly  
~4.38 trillion. In FY24 the company had  
the best ever revenue.  2 

 CIPLA MARCH QTR PROFIT SOARS  
79% ON STRONG INDIA, US BIZ 2 

THE SMART INVESTOR  II, 1 

Spike in SIP churn as 
investors rejig holdings 
Mutual funds (MFs) have seen a sharp jump 
in SIP registrations as well as account 
closures, signalling a rejig in portfolios by 
investors amid a surge in equity volatility 
ahead of the general elections. Last month, 
SIP registrations jumped 48 per cent month-
on-month to 6.4 million, while closures 
surged 42 per cent to 3.3 million.

ECONOMY & PUBLIC AFFAIRS  P14 

IIP growth slowed to 4.9% 
in March on mining output 
Annual growth in the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP) declined to 4.9 per cent  
in March from 5.6 per cent in February, on 
the back of a slowdown in mining activity, 
according to the data released by the 
National Statistical Office (NSO) on Friday.  

BACK PAGE  P20 

Govt may cancel licences of
spice makers found guilty 
The government will not hesitate to cancel 
licences of spice makers if they are found to 
be flouting the norms for permissible limits 
for pesticide residue in packed products, a 
top official told Business Standard on Friday. 
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) has collected over 1,500 spice 
samples from around the country and is in 
the process of testing them.

Blackstone in race 
for majority pie in 
Omega Healthcare

 
 RESULTS RECKONER 
  
 
 

Quarter ended Mar 31, 2024; common sample 
of 576 companies (results available for 654) 

SALES 

Mar 31, 2023        13.2%     ~18.58 trn   ì 

Mar 31, 2024           8.3%       ~20.13 trn   ì 

NET PROFIT 

Mar 31, 2023       14.7%          ~2.15  trn    ì 

Mar 31, 2024         14.9%         ~2.47 trn     ì 

DEV CHATTERJEE 
Mumbai, 10 May 

A
merican private-equity major 
Blackstone has joined the race to 
buy Omega Healthcare, a technol-
ogy-enabled service provider, at an 

estimated valuation of $1.7 billion. 
Omega Healthcare, which has 27,000 

employees on its roll, is majority-owned by 
Goldman Sachs Asset Management and 
Everstone Capital, which are looking for an 
exit, said a source close to the development. 

Blackstone, Goldman Sachs, Everstone, 
and Omega Healthcare declined to comment 
on the impending sale. 

Omega Healthcare was founded by Gopi 
Natarajan and Anurag Mehta in 2003 in the 
United States (US) to provide outsourcing 
services to the health care services sector 
worldwide. Since then, the company has 
grown across the world with operations in the 
US, India, and the Philippines. A majority of 
its employees are based in India. 

Blackstone, which has invested $50 billion 
in India so far, has identified health care, tech-
nology, real estate, and infrastructure for 
further investment. The private-equity firm 
is planning to inject an additional $25 billion 
in India in the years ahead, with $2 billion 
planned every year. Top officials of 
Blackstone, which is sitting on $200 billion of 

dry powder, have said Indian private-equity 
investment has delivered the highest return 
for Blackstone worldwide and the country has 
emerged among the top three investment des-
tinations — after the US and UK — and is on 
the lookout for more deals. In commercial real 
estate, Blackstone is now Indias largest com-
mercial landlord. Turn to Page 18  

DEAL CORNER  
Top 5 M&A health care deals in CY2024

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Target /Acquirer                             Amount ($ mn) 

 Healthium Medtech/ KKR & Co Inc             1,000 

 Cohance Lifesciences/                                   997 
 Suven Pharmaceuticals                                           

 91Streets Media Technologies/ 
 Caisse de Depot et Placement du Quebec*       

216 

 Medica Synergie /Manipal Group                    168 

 Ujala Cygnus Hospitals/ 
 General Atlantic LP                                             

120 

*Manipal Education & Medical Group India, IIFL Asset 
Management, others                                Source: Bloomberg
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24 pages in 2 sections 
MUMBAI 
~13.00  
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AHEAD OF PARIS OLYMPICS, WILL 
SCHENGEN VISA WOES EASE? 

HOW IPL’S IMPACT PLAYER 
RULE HAS CHANGED THE GAME

PUBLISHED SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM AHMEDABAD, BENGALURU, BHOPAL, BHUBANESWAR, CHANDIGARH, CHENNAI,  HYDERABAD, KOCHI,  KOLKATA, LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,  NEW DELHI AND PUNE

THE MARKETS ON FRIDAY chg# 
Sensex 72,664.5 p         260.3 
Nifty 22,055.2 p           97.7 
Nifty Futures* 22,140.6 p         85.4 
Dollar ~83.5         ~83.5 ** 
Euro ~90.0        ~89.6 ** 
Brent crude ($/bbl) 83.8##          84.4 ** 
Gold (10 gm)### ~72,716.0 p   ~1,500.0 
*(May) Premium on Nifty Spot; **Previous close;  
# Over previous close; ## At 9 pm IST;  
### Market rate exclusive of VAT; Source: IBJA

TAKE TWO P19

THE CASE OF ‘MISSING’ 
NUMBERS IN CSR DATA 
The money companies spent on 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
programmes hit a record high in FY23, 
but it is getting difficult to track where 
they are spending on. After a Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs directive in 2022,  firms 
have stopped revealing information, 
writes SACHIN P MAMPATTA 20 

NO, MUSLIM POPULATION 
SHARE HASN'T GROWN 
43% SINCE 1950 
India has added around five Hindus  
for every Muslim since 1950,  
according to a Business Standard 
analysis of the data from the same 
source as the study — the Association  
of Religion Data Archives.  
SAMREEN WANI analyses 14 

WB, UP AVAILED OF 
MOST MGNREGA WORK 

Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, and Andhra Pradesh are 
among the leading states in terms of 
the number of households that have 
accessed work opportunities under the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act in the past 
decade. SANJEEB MUKHERJEE writes  4 

FIU-India to lift ban 
on Binance soon

HARSH KUMAR 
New Delhi, 10 May 

The Financial Intelligence Unit-India 
(FIU-India), the national agency respon-
sible for analysing suspicious financial 
transactions, will soon lift the ban on the 
worlds largest crypto exchange Binance 
after completing due diligence, a  
top government official said on Friday. 

FIU-India lifted the ban on another 
offshore crypto exchange, KuCoin, in 
March after imposing a penalty of  
~34.5 lakh. Vivek Aggarwal, director of 
FIU-IND and additional secretary in the 
Department of Revenue, said in his first-
ever interaction with media that Binance 
proceedings were still ongoing as a pen-
alty was yet to be decided. After the 
crypto exchange gets registered with FIU, 
it will be live once the compliance pro-
ceedings are concluded. “So KuCoin and 
Binance have registered with us and we 
now have full visibility of transactions 
that we need to have, and the STR 
(Suspicious Transa ction Reporting) will 
start getting filed (by the crypto 
exchanges),” he said. Turn to Page 18  

CRACKDOWN ON CRYPTO 

 On December 28, 2023, FIU-India 
issued show cause notices to nine 
offshore crypto currency exchanges for 
illegal operations  

 Of nine banned offshore exchanges, 
KuCoin registered with FIU-IND in March 

 KuCoin imposed penalty of ~34.5 lakh 

 Binance and KuCoin take the total 
number of registered crypto entities in 
the country to 48

Director bats for self-regulatory mechanism

Valuation likely at $1.7 bn; 
Goldman Sachs, Everstone 
Capital looking to exit

Kejriwal gets bail till June 1, 
set to campaign for LS polls

BHAVINI MISHRA & ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 10 May 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal walked out of 
Tihar Jail on Friday evening, hours after the Supreme 
Court granted him interim bail until June 1 in the 
Enforcement Directorates (EDs) case in the alleged 

Delhi excise policy scam.  
The Court order will allow him to 

campaign for the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP), which he heads, and the 
Opposition INDIA bloc, but the apex 
court has asked him not to visit the Delhi 
CMs office or sign any official files. 

After his release from jail, where he 
was received with zestful sloganeering 
and celebrations by wife Sunita, AAP 
workers, and Punjab CM Bhagwant 

Mann, among others, Kejriwal said he was fighting against 
dictatorship “with all I have”. He urged 1.4 billion Indians 
to come together and join him in the fight.   

 Turn to Page 18  
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ROYALTY, HISTORY TAKE CENTRE STAGE  
IN THREE-WAY KRISHNANAGAR FIGHT 

MSME HUB SAMBHAJI NAGAR, TEMPLE TOWN 
SHIRDI SOUND BELLS AHEAD OF POLLS

WE HAVE TO SAVE THE COUNTRY FROM 
DICTATORSHIP, I WILL FIGHT WITH ALL MY MIGHT  
BUT NEED THE SUPPORT OF 1.4 BILLION PEOPLE” 
Arvind Kejriwal 
Delhi Chief Minister, after stepping out of Tihar Jail

BATTLEGROUND 

2024

PHOTO: PTI

But the Delhi CM can’t visit his 
office, sign any official files

ON  
SATURDAY

SPECIALS

NATIONAL INTEREST  

Chamkila, Canada &  
dangers ahead 

Even in the weeks leading up to Chamkila’s 
assassination, there were massacres every 
other day. To airbrush all of this is sheer 
intellectual cowardice if not a crime.   
SHEKHAR GUPTA writes 9 

KRISHNA KANT 
Mumbai, 10 May 

Big, listed FMCG (fast-moving 
consumer goods) companies such as 
Hindustan Unilever, ITC, Nestlé, and 
Britannia have been top-performing 
stocks on the bourses in recent weeks. 

The Nifty FMCG index, which tracks 
the share prices of the countrys top 15 
listed FMCG companies, is up  
1.9 per cent month-to-date in May 
compared to a 2.4 per cent decline in the 
benchmark Nifty 50 in the period. 

In contrast, the Nifty FMCG index 
had declined 4.8 per cent in the first 
four months of 2024 calendar year 
against a 4 per cent rally in  
Nifty 50 in the period. 

A reversal in the fortunes of FMCG 
companies is, however, yet to reflect in 
their financial performance. 

The FMCG companies that have 
declared their results for January-
March 2024 (Q4FY24) continue to lag 
the rest of India Inc in terms of revenue 
and profit growth. As a result, the 
sectors contribution to revenue and 
profit declined to at least a five-year low 

in Q4FY24. 
The 19 listed FMCG companies in 

the Business Standard sample 
accounted for just 3.2 per cent of 
corporate profits (adjusted for 
exceptional gains and losses) in 
Q4FY24, down from the 3.8 per cent in 
Q3FY24and the pre-pandemic 
 share of 6.3 per cent. 

Similarly, the FMCG companies 
accounted for 2.47 per cent of the 

combined net sales of all listed 
companies in the sample, down from 
the 2.63 per cent in Q3FY24 and the  
pre-pandemic share of 2.84 per cent. 

The combined adjusted net profits of 
the listed FMCG companies in the 
sample were up 4.7 per cent  
year-on-year (Y-o-Y) in Q4FY24 
compared to 8.4 per cent Y-o-Y  
growth in overall corporate net profits 
in the quarter.  Turn to Page 18  

FMCG firms continue to lag India Inc peers
LOOKING FOR AN UPSURGE
FMCG firms’ contribution 
to corporate declines

Slowdown in  
FMCG sector

Source: Capitaline, Compiled by BS Research Bureau



वरष 17 
अकं 73 
10 पृषठ 
मलूय 5 ुपये 

अकय ततृीया पर सोन-ेचांदी 
का कारोबार फीका!

भारत का पहला संपूरण  तहंदी आत ण्क अखबार

डॉलर ु. 83.50(अपररिकतसत)| यूरो ु. 90.040 पैसे | सोना (10 गाम) ु. 72716 1500 ु.| संसेेकस 72664.50 260.30| कनफटी 22055.20 97.70|कनफटी फयूचसस 22140.60 85.40| बंट कूड 84.306 0.10 डॉलर

एक नज़र

www.bshindi.com

8 पषृठ 4

चीन क ेबाजारं पर कयं 
उतसाकहत ह ंककस िडु

तिस वडु 8 पृषठ 3

कोलकाता, चडंीगढ़, नई कद्ली, भोपाल, 
मुिंई और लखनऊ स ेरका शित।

औदोबगक उत्ादन  
4.9 फीसदी िढा 
देि का औदोशगक उतपादन माचष मं शवशनमाषण 
और शबजली केत के बशढ़या पदिषन की मदद से 
4.9 पशििि बढ़ा। िुकवार को जारी राषटीय 
सांशखयकी कायाषलय के आंकड़ं के मुिाशबक माचष 
2024 मं भारि का औदोशगक उतपादन सूचकांक 
4.9 फीसदी बढ़ा। माचष, 2023 मं यह 1.9 
फीसदी बढ़ा था। आशधकाररक आंकड़ं से पिा 
चलिा है शक माचष 2024 मं शवशनमाषण केत का 
उतपादन 5.2 फीसदी बढ़ा जबशक एक साल 
पहले इसी महीने मं यह 1.5 फीसदी था। इस 
साल माचष मं खनन उतपादन 1.2 फीसदी बढ़ा 
जबशक शबजली उतपादन मं 8.6 फीसदी की वृशध 
दजष की गई। समूचे शवत वरष 2023-24 के 
दौरान देि का औदोशगक उतपादन 5.8 फीसदी 
बढ़ा है। पृषठ 4 

्ा्ा मो्सष को बिगुने  
से जयादा मुनाफा 
टाटा मोटसष का शवत वरष 2023-24 की चौथी 
शिमाही मं एकीकृि िुध लाभ िीन गुना से अशधक 
होकर 17,528.59 करोड़ ुपये रहा। कंपनी का 
शवत वरष 2022-23 की चौथी शिमाही (जनवरी-
माचष) मं िुध लाभ 5,496.04 करोड़ ुपये था। 
समीकाधीन शिमाही मं कंपनी की पररचालन आय 
1.19 लाख करोड़ ुपये रही, जबशक शपछले साल 
इसी शिमाही मं यह 1.05 लाख करोड़ ुपये थी। 
कंपनी की शबशटि इकाई जगुआर लंि रोवर ने एक 
बार शफर ररकॉिड पदिषन शकया। इस शिमाही मं 
राजसव 7.9 अरब पाउंि रहा, जो शवत वरष 
2022-23 की चौथी शिमाही की िुलना मं 11 
फीसदी अशधक है। पूरे शवत वरष 2024 मं कंपनी 
का एकीकृि िुध लाभ 31,806.75 करोड़  
ुपये रहा। पृषठ 2 

गो बिबज् का बनगषम 15 
मई को, मूलय दायरा िय 
गो शिशजट जनरल इं्योरंस का आरंशभक 
सावषजशनक शनगषम 15 मई को खुलकर 17 मई, 
2024 को बंद होगा और उसने 10 ुपये वाले 
िेयरं के शलए कीमि दायरा 258 से 272 ुपये 
पशि िेयर िय शकया है। कंपनी की योजना आईपीओ 
से करीब 2,615 करोड़ ुपये जुटाने की है। 
आईपीओ मं 1,125 करोड़ ुपये के नए िेयर जारी 
हंगे जबशक पविषक व अनय िेयरधारक 5.47 
करोड़ िेयर बेचंगे। एंकर शनवेिकं के शलए बोली 
की िुुआि 14 मई को होगी। आईपीओ से  शमलने 
वाली रकम का इसिेमाल कंपनी अपना पूंजी  
आधार सुधारने और सॉलवंसी का सिर बनाए  
रखने मं करेगी। पृषठ 2 

िकनिार, 11 मई 2024

तपछले सवाल का नतीजा
कया मDंालय की पहल से आईडीबीआई बंक 
क ेकिकनििे मं आएगी तेजी?

 आज का सवाल

73% 27%हा ं   नहं

? 
कया मसालं की गिुिता  
की हो सखत जाचं?

www.bshindi.com  पर राय भेज।ं 
आप अपना जवाि एसएमएस भी कर सकते ह।ं 
यशद आपका जवाि हा ंह ैतो Y और यशद  
न ह ैतो N शलखकर 57007 पर भजे।ं

भाकिनी कमशा 
नई शदलली, 10 मई 

 
सरोचच नयायालय ने आज 
शदलली के मुखयमंती अरशवंद 
केजरीवाल को 1 जून िक के 
शलए सििष अंिररम जमानि दे 
दी। पविषन शनदेिालय (ईिी) ने 
शदलली आबकारी नीशि मामले 
मं उनके  शखलाफ मामला दजष 
शकया था और वह 50 शदन से 
नयाशयक शहसराि मं थे।  

अदालि से अंिररम जमानि 
शमलने के कुछ घंटं के अंदर 
केजरीवाल को शिहाड़ जेल से 
ररहा कर शदया गया। शिहाड़ से 
बाहर शनकलिे ही केजरीवाल ने 
कहा, ‘भगवान हनुमान की 
वजह से मं बाहर आया हूं, 
िशनवार को हनुमान मंशदर 
जाऊंगा। हमं देि को िानािाही 
से बचाना है, अपनी पूरी िाकि 
से लडंगा लेशकन 140 करोड़ 
लोगं का समथषन चाशहए।’ 

िीरष अदालि ने अपने आदेि 
मं कहा शक केजरीवाल जमानि पर रहिे हुए मुखयमंती कायाषलय के दफिर 
और शदलली सशचवालय मं कदम भी नहं रखंगे और िब िक सरकारी 
फाइलं पर दसिखि नहं करंगे, जब िक उप राजयपाल की मंजरूी पाने के 
शलए वह जूरी नहं हो। अदालि न ेअपने आदेि मं कहा शक वह इस मामले 
मं अपनी भूशमका पर कुछ नहं बोलंगे और न ही शकसी गवाह से  
शमलंगे। वह इस मामले से जुड़ी शकसी भी आशधकाररक फाइल के आसपास 
भी नहं जाएंगे। (शेष पृषठ 4 पर) 

केजरीवाल को 1 जून तक 
सशतत अंतररम जमानत

अकरा शीिासति और  
संजीि मुखजी 
नई शदलली, 10 मई 

 
सरकार ने मसालं की गुणवता के 
बारे मं शिकायिं आने के बाद सखि 
रवैया अपना शलया है। एक आला 
अशधकारी ने शबज़नेस सटंििड को 
आज बिाया शक अगर मसाला 
बनाने वाली कंपनी शिबबाबंद 
मसाला उतपादं मं कीटनािकं की 
माता शनधाषररि सीमा से अशधक रखी 
िो सरकार उसका लाइसंद रद करने 
मं जरा भी देर नहं करेगी। 

भारिीय खाद संरका एवं मानक 
पाशधकरण (एफएसएसएआई) ने 
देि भर से मसालं के 1,500 से 
अशधक नमूने एकत शकए हं। 
एफएसएसएआई शफलहाल इन 
नमूनं की जांच कर इनमं रसायन, 
सकूमजीव, माइकोटॉशकसनस, सूिान 
िाई और एशथलीन ऑकसाइि 
(ईटीओ) सशहि 234 कीटनािकं 
की माता का पिा लगाने मं जुट गई 
है। देि भर मं एफएसएसएआई के 
1,500 से अशधक परीकण कंि हं। 

अशधकारी ने बिाया शक इन नमूनं 
की जांच ररपोटड 15 शदनं मं आ 
जाएगी। खाद शनयामक ने बाजार मं 
उपलबध मसालं की गुणवता 

परखने के शलए 25 अपैल को पूरे 
दिे मं मुशहम िुू की है। इससे 
पहले हॉनग कॉनग मं संटर फॉर फिू 
सेफटी (सीएफएस) और शसंगापुर 
फूि एजंसी ने भारि के दो मसाला 
बांिं एमिीएच और एवरेसट 

सपाइससे के मसाला उतपादं मं 
ईटीओ मौजूद होने का दावा शकया 
था। इन शिकायिं के बाद 
एफएसएसएआई ने यह कदम 
उिाया है। एफएसएसएआई के एक 
अशधकारी ने शपछले सपिाह 

शबज़नेस सटंििड से कहा, ‘ईटीओ 
जैस े कीटनािकं का इसिेमाल 
मसालं को लंबे समय िक सुरशकि 
रखने के शलए होिा है। सही िो यह 
ह ैशक शनयाषि के शलए िैयार उतपाद 
देसी बाजार मं नहं शबकं।’ सूतं ने 
कहा शक शनयामक ने मसाला बनाने 
वाली सभी कंपशनयं से नमूने एकत 
शकए हं। द अमेररकन सपाइस टेि 
एसोशसएिन (एएसटीए) ने 
िकुवार को भारिीय मसाला बोिड 
को एक पत शलखा था। इस पत मं 
उसने साफ शकया शक शक अमेररकी 
शनयामक को आयाशिि मसालं एवं 
मसाला उतपादं मं ईटीओ के 
इसिेमाल से शदककि नहं है बििे 
वह िय सीमा मं हो। 

पत मं आगे कहा गया, ‘एशथलीन 
ऑकसाइि के इसिेमाल की इस 
आव्यक पशकया पर पाबंदी लगाने 
के कुछ अनचाहे पररणाम सामने आ 
सकिे हं। इससे भारिीय मसाले के 
शलए अमेररकी खाद एवं सुरका 
शनयमं के अनुूप नहं रह जाएंगे।’  

शनयामक बाजार मं उपलबध शििु 
आहार के नमून ेकी भी जांच कर रहा 
है। सरकारी अशधकारी ने कहा शक 
इस जांच के निीजे भी अगले 15 
शदनं मं शमल जाएंगे।  

(शेष पृषठ 4 पर)

गुणवता खराब तो मसाला फमं पर गाज!

देि चटजी 
मुंिई, 10 मई 

 

अ मरेरका की पाइवेट इशकवटी 
कंपनी बलैकसटोन भी ओमेगा 
हेलथकेयर को खरीदने की 

होड़ मं िाशमल हो गई है। िकनीक के 
जररय े सेवा पदान करने वाली कंपनी 
ओमेगा का मूलयाकंन 1.7 अरब िॉलर 
आंका गया है।  

ओमेगा मं गोलिमैन सैकस ऐसेट 
मैनजेमंट और एवरसटोन कैशपटल की 
बहुलांि शहससदेारी है। इस पूर ेमामले से 
अवगि सूत ने कहा शक ये दोनं ही 
कंपशनया ंअपनी शहससेदारी बेचना चाह 
रही हं। ओमेगा मं 27,000 शनयशमि 
कमषचारी काम करिे हं। 

बलकैसटोन, गोलिमैन सैकस, 
एवरसटोन और ओमेगा हेलथकेयर मं से 
शकसी न ेभी इस मामले मं कुछ कहने से 
इनकार कर शदया। गोपी नटराजन और 
अनुराग मेहिा ने 2003 मं अमेररका मं 
ओमेगा हेलथकेयर की सथापना की थी। 
वशै्वक सिर पर सवास्य केत मं सेवाएं 
दनेे के मकसद से इस कंपनी की सथापना 
की गई थी। कंपनी इस समय अमेररका, 
भारि और शफशलपंस मं कारोबार कर रही 
है। इसके जयादािर कमषचारी भारि मं हं। 

बलैकसटोन ने भारि मं अब िक 50 
अरब िॉलर शनवेि शकए हं। कंपनी भारि 
म ं शनवेि और बढ़ाना चाहिी है िथा 

उसकी नजर सवास्य, िकनीक, ररयल 
एसटेट और आधारभूि ढांचा केतं पर है। 
कंपनी आने वाले वरं मं भारि मं 25 
अरब िॉलर और शनवेि करना चाहिी है। 
कंपनी ने हर साल 2 अरब िॉलर शनवेि 

करने की योजना िैयार की है। 
बलैकसटोन के आला अशधकाररयं का 

कहना है शक भारि मं पाइवेट इशकवटी 
शनवेि से उनहं सबसे अशधक कमाई हुई 
है। इन अशधकाररयं ने कहा शक अमेररका 

और शबटेन के बाद भारि उनके शलए 
शनवेि के िीन िीरष शिकानं मं िमुार हो 
गया है। उनहंने कहा शक कंपनी भारि मं 
शनवेि के और मौके िलाि रही है।  

सतू ने कहा शक बलैकसटोन के अलावा 
ओमेगा को खरीदने की होड़ मं कई अनय 
कपंशनयां भी िाशमल हो सकिी हं। सूत ने 
कहा शक कुछ मौजूदा शनवेिक अपना 
कुछ शहससा बनाए रख सकिे हं। 

हाल के कुछ महीनं मं सवास्य एवं 
संबध केतं मं वैश्वक पाइवेट इकवटी 
कंपशनयां काफी शदलचसपी शदखा रही हं। 
नयूयॉकक की पाइवेट इशकवटी कंपनी 
केकआेर ंि कंपनी ने 6 मई को कहा था 
शक वह सवास्य उपकरण बनाने वाली 
कंपनी हेशलथयम मेिटेक का अशधगहण 
करेगी। सूतं के अनुसार यह सौदा 
6,500-7,000 करोड़ ुपये िय शकया 
गया था। 26 अपैल को अपोलो 
हॉशसपटलस एंटरपाइजेज की सहायक 
इकाई अपोलो हेलथको ने एिवंट 
इंटरनैिनल से 2,475 करोड़ ुपये पंूजी 
जुटाने की घोरणा की थी। बलैकसटोन के 
अधयक एवं मुखय पररचालन अशधकारी 
जॉनथन गे ने उन केतं का शजक शकया 
था, शजन पर उनकी कंपनी की नजर है। 
ग ेने कहा था शक मूलय वशधषि शनयाषिकं 
और उपभोकिां पर कंशिि कारोबारं के 
अलावा सवास्य, लॉशजशसटक, िेटा कंि 
और होटल केतं मं कंपनी दांव आजमाना 
चाहिी है। (साथ मं अंजशल शसंह)  

ओमेगा हेलथ की दौड मं बलैकस्ोन
ओमेगा का मलूयाकंन 1.7 अरब डॉलर आकंा, गोलडमैन और एवरसटोन क ेपास बहलुाशं तहससा

बिहाड स ेिाहर
n जमानत पर रहते हएु कजेरीिाल 
मखुयमDंी क ेदफतर या सकचिालय 
नहं जा सकंग े

n िह ककसी भी फाइल पर तब तक 
दसतखत नहं करंग,े जब तक उप 
राजयपाल की मजंरूी पान ेको ऐसा 
जूरी नहं हो 

n जमानत अि कि क ेबाद 2 जनू को 
उनहं आतमसमपसि करना होगा

30 फीसदी चढा 
एनएसई का शेयर
हर एक पर चार िेयर 
बोनस देने और 
90 ुपये पशि 
िेयर के लाभांि 
की घोरणा के बाद 
नैिनल सटॉक 
एकसचंज की माकेट 
वैलयू करीब 85,000 करोड़ ुपये बढ़कर 
3.21 लाख करोड़ ुपये पर पहुंच गई है। 
असूचीबध बाजार मं एनएसई का िेयर 
शपछल ेहफिे निीजे की घोरणा से पहले 
4,500 ुपये पर था जो अब उछलकर 
6,000 ुपये पशि िेयर पर पहुंच गया है। 
उदोग के शविेरजं ने कहा शक इस िेयर मं 
खुदरा और एचएनआई की शदलचसपी 
बोनस इ्यू के कारण बढ़ी है। बोनस िेयर 
जारी होने के बाद यह िेयर 1,200-
1,500 ुपये के दायरे मं कारोबार करेगा 
जो ससिा नजर आएगा और नकदी मं 
मजबूिी लाएगा। पृषठ 3

बाइनंस से जलद हट 
सकता है रततबंध
दशे की फाइनंशियल 
इंटेशलजंस यूशनट 
(एफआईयू), इंशिया 
जलद ही वैश्वक 
शकपटो एकसचंज 
बाइनंस से पशिबंध हटा 
सकिी है। एक िीरष सरकारी 
अशधकारी ने यह जानकारी दी। एफआईयू 
संदेहजनक शवतीय लेनदेन जैसे धनिोधन 
और आिंकवाद को धन मुहैया कराने जैसे 
मामलं का शव्लेरण करने का काम करिी 
है। एफआईयू-इशंिया ने  माचष मं 34.5 लाख 
ुपय ेजुमाषना लगाने के बाद एक अनय शवदेिी 
शकपटो एकसचंज कयूकॉइन से पशिबंध हटा 
शलया था। एफआईयू-आईएनिी के 
िायरेकटर और राजसव शवभाग मं अशिररकि 
सशचव शववेक अगवाल ने पहली बार मीशिया 
से बािचीि करिे हुए कहा शक बाइनंस पर 
कायषवाही अभी चल रही है और जुमाषने पर 
फैसला शकया जाना बाकी है। पृषठ 4

मसालं का बिगडा ‘जायका’
18 अपलैः कसगंापरु की खाय एजंसी ने ईटीओ 
की मौजूदगी होने क ेबाद एिरसेट कफि करी 
मसाला बाजार स ेिापस लने ेका कदया कनदेि 

25 अपलैः एफएसएसएआई ने मसालं की 
गिुिता जांचने की िुू की मुकहम 

10 मईः एएसटीए ने अमेररका मं आयात होने 
िाल ेमसालं म ंईटीओ क ेइसतमेाल पर ु ख 
ककया साफ

5 अपैलः हॉनग 
कॉनग खाय 
सरुका ससं्ा ने 
एमडीएच और 
एिरसेट के चार 
मसाला उतपादं म ं
एक्लीन 
ऑकसाइड होने 
का ककया दािा

वरष 2024 मं हलेथकयेर केर के रमखु सौदे

ल ककत कपंनी खरीदार  किकतेा सौदे की रा कि 
ह े ल्दयम मेडटके  ककेआेर एपकैस पाटटनसस 100 
कोहासं  सिुने फामास  एडिंट 99.7 
लाइफसाइसंजे इटंरनिैनल 
91स्ीट मीकडया टेक म किपाल समूह, — 21.6 

आईआईएफएल  
ऐसेट मनैजेमंट,  
गो्डमनै सकैस,  

पोसस ि 
अनय कनिेिक    

मकेडका कसनजी  म किपाल समहू — 16.8 
उजाला कसगनस  जेनरल अटलांकटक —  12.0 
 हॉ लसपट्स 
नोट : सौदे की रा शि करोड़ डॉलर मं, इनमं से कुछ सौदे पूरे हो चुके हं और कुल अभी लशंित हं। 
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12 MAOISTS 
ARE KILLED 

At least 12 Maoists were 
killed in an encounter with 

security forces in 
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district 
on Friday, Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai said. The 
gunfight took place in the 
forest near Pidia village under 
Gangaloor police station limits 
when a team of security 
personnel was out on an anti-
Naxal operation. This is the 
third major blow to the 
Maoists in Chhattisgarh in the 
last one month. 
 
RANA BOOKED 
FOR REMARKS  

BJP leader Navneet Rana  as 
booked for her remarks 

against the Congress during a 
campaign rally. Canvassing for 
fellow BJP candidate Madhvi 
Latha, who is contesting the 
Hyderabad Lok Sabha seat, 
Navneet said every vote cast 
in favour of the Congress will 
be a "vote for Pakistan". 
Confirming the registration of 
the FIR against her, the police 
informed that they acted on a 
complaint and not suo motu.  
Earlier, while responding to 
AIMIM leader Akbaruddin 
Owaisi's statement that it 
would take them all of '15 
minutes' to balance out the 
"Hindu-Muslim ratio" in the 
country, Navneet hit back at 
the Owaisi brothers, saying "it 
would take us 15 seconds if 
the police were removed or 
made to stand down". 
Telangana CM has urged the 
EC to arrest the BJP leader for 
her "provocative statement" 
and alleged that the BJP was 
attempting to stoke communal 
tension. 
 
DRAVID’S STINT 
AS COACH ENDS 

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India Secretary 

Jay Shah confirmed that the 
board will call for applications 
for the position of head coach 
on a long-term basis as Rahul 
Dravid's tenure will conclude 
in June this year. After India's 
hope of lifting the ODI World 
Cup was shattered last year, 
Dravid was offered an 
extension till the T20 World 
Cup. With the marquee event 
kicking off in June in the USA 
and the West Indies, Shah 
confirmed that BCCI will call 
for applications before the 
beginning of the tournament 
and if Dravid wants to extend 
his stay he could re-apply for 
the position.   
 
75 FLIGHTS OF AI 
EXPRESS SPIKED  
The cabin crew shortage 

persisted despite a section 
calling off the strike and Air 
India Express had to perforce 
cancel 75 flights on Friday. 
According to sources, 
operations are expected to 
normalise only by Sunday. The 
revenue loss accruing from the 
flight cancellations and 
compensation to be paid to 
passengers is likely to be 
around Rs 30 crore. There was 
no comment from the official 
spokesperson of Air India 
Express. On Saturday, an 
additional 45 to 50 flights are 
likely to be cancelled, 
according to an unnamed 
official, reports PTI. 
 
AMRITPAL SINGH 
WILL CONTEST  
Waris Punjab De leader 

Amritpal Singh, who is 
lodged in Assam’s Dibrugarh 
jail, filed his nomination as an 
independent candidate from 
Khadoor Sahib Lok Sabha 
constituency on Friday. The 
nomination was filed on his 
behalf by Harjot Singh, the 
lawyer of the Khalistani 
separatist, his relative 
Sukhchain Singh and five 
others, at the office of the 
District Returning Officer in 
Khadoor Sahib. According to 
the law, a jailed candidate 
who wins the elections can be 
released from jail to take oath 
as there is no provision to 
administer the oath inside the 
prison.
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CAGE-RIWAL FREE BIRD TILL JUNE 1
GAURAV VIVEK BHATNAGAR / 

NEW DELHI 

Acknowledging that a more 
holistic and libertarian 
view is justified, in view of  
the General Elections,  the 
Supreme Court on Friday 
granted interim bail to Del-
hi Chief  Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal till June 1, the last 
day of  voting in the seven-
phase polls. 

Kejriwal, who was arrest-
ed by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate in the Delhi liquor 
policy case on March 21, has 
been lodged in Tihar Jail 

since April 1. 
"The appellant – Arvind 

Kejriwal -- is the Chief  Min-
ister of  Delhi and a leader of  
one of  the national parties. 
No doubt, serious accusa-
tions have been made, but he 
has not been convicted. He 
does not have any criminal 
antecedents. He is not a 
threat to the society,"  the 
judgment stated. 

The decision was 
welcomed by various political 
parties and individuals alike. 
Some pointed out that if  rape 
convict Ram Rahim could be 
granted parole thrice in 2023, 

what harm would come if  in-
terim bail is given to Kejriwal, 
who is the elected chief  min-
ister of  a state and has no 
criminal record. 

`21 days here will not make 
any difference’ 

The Bench of  Justices San-
jiv Khanna and Dipankar 
Datta granted interim bail to 
Kejriwal after listening to 
both sides. While pronounc-
ing its verdict, the apex court 
noted the delay in Kejriwal’s 
arrest and reasoned that giv-
ing him a little more time out-
side would not make much of  
a difference. CONTD. ON P21 

Barred from attending office & signing files

CHARUL SHAH JOSHI / MUMBAI  

The Pune sessions court con-
victed two accused persons 
and acquitted three others on 
Friday, for the murder of  ra-
tionalist Dr Narendra Dab-
holkar (69) on August 22, 2013. 

The court sentenced two 
persons – Sachin Andure, 33, 
and Sharad Kalaskar, 28, – to 
life imprisonment. In addi-
tion a penalty of  Rs 5 lakh 
each was imposed on the duo.  

However, the court acquit-
ted alleged conspirators Dr 
Virendra Tawde, advocate 
Sanjiv Punalekar and 
Vikram Bhave, for want of  ev-
idence. The court observed 
that the Pune police and the 
CBI had failed to track down 
the mastermind behind the 
murder. Investigators had 
also failed to find the pistol 
that had been used to fire at 
Dr Dabholkar. 

Ten years ago, while Dr 
Dabholkar was taking his 

usual morning walk at 
Omkareshwar Bridge in 
Pune at 7.30am, two motorcy-
cle-borne men had gunned 
him down.  

The prosecution had 
alleged that Tawde was a 
member of  the Sanatan 
Sanstha which was upset with 
Dabholkar for his remarks on 
certain Hindu religious prac-
tices and, thus, had allegedly 
conspired to kill him. The 
court however, said that there 
was not enough evidence to 
prove Tawde’s role in the 
crime and the agency had 
failed to track the mastermind 
of  the case. CONTD. ON P21 

Dabholkar killers 
get life sentence

■ 3 alleged conspirators acquitted 
■ Court says Police & CBI failed to track 

down mastermind behind murder

FPJ DESK / NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Friday or-
dered framing of  sexual ha-
rassment and other charges 
against former Wrestling 
Federation of  India chief  and 
BJP MP Brij Bhushan 
Sharan Singh in a case lodged 
by female wrestlers, observ-
ing there was "sufficient evi-
dence" against him. 

Additional Chief  Metro-
politan Magistrate (ACMM) 
Priyanka Rajpoot ordered 
framing of  charges against 
Singh, a multiple-term Lok 
Sabha MP, under sections 354 
(assault or criminal force to 
woman with intent to outrage 
her modesty), 354A (sexual 
harassment), and 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation) of  the IPC. 

 The court, however, dis-

charged Singh in a complaint 
filed by one of  the six women 
wrestlers, citing lack of  suffi-
cient evidence. The charges 
will be framed on May 21. 

It also ordered framing of  
charges against co-accused 
and former WFI assistant sec-
retary Vinod Tomar. 

The Delhi Police had filed a 
charge sheet in the case 
against Singh, a six-time MP, 
on June 15. 

CONTD. ON P21 

BRIJ BHUSHAN 
TO FACE TRIAL

BISWAJEET BANERJEE 
KANNAUJ 

In a fiery address at a rally in 
Kannauj, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi launched a 
scathing attack on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
proclaiming that the INDIA 
bloc will storm Uttar Pradesh 
and that Modi will not return 

as the prime minister. 
A powerful confluence of  

political leaders from the IN-
DIA bloc descended upon 
Kannauj district, as Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, Sama-
jwadi Party chief  Akhilesh 
Yadav, and AAP leader Sanjay 
Singh, joined forces in a 
shared electoral campaign. 

CONTD. ON P21 

Modi won’t make it: Rahul 

PM leaves window ajar for ‘nakli’ parties
FPJ NEWS SERVICE / 

NANDURBAR 

Possibly looking at the post-
poll scenario, PM Modi on 
Friday signaled that rather 
than gravitating towards the 
Congress, as Sharad Pawar 
had predicted in an  
interview, smaller parties 
should ‘‘come to Ajit Pawar 
and Eknath Shinde.’’ 

"A big leader, who is ac-
tive for 40 to 50 years, is wor-
ried about the scenario that 
will unravel after the 
results  are out in Baramati 
(Lok Sabha seat). He says 
that after June 4, smaller 
parties, in order to survive, 
will merge with the Con-
gress," Modi said, without 
naming Pawar.  

"This means the ‘nakli NCP’ 

and ‘nakli Shiv Sena’ have 
made up their minds to merge 
with the Congress," Modi said, 
addressing an election rally in 
Nandurbar district of  north 
Maharashtra. 

"But instead of  dying by 
merging with the Congress, 
come to Ajit Pawar and Ek-
nath Shinde," Modi said, hold-
ing out an olive branch.  

CONTD. ON P21 

SC relief for 
‘encounter 
specialist’ 

DHARMESH THAKKAR / MUMBAI 

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day granted bail to former 
Mumbai Police encounter 
specialist Pradeep Sharma 
in the 2006 Lakhanbhaiya 
fake encounter case. 

A bench of  Justices 
Hrishikesh Roy and Prashant 
Kumar Mishra asked 
Sharma to surrender before 
the Mumbai sessions court in 
a week for release on bail. 
Sharma was also one of  the 10 
persons who were arrested by 
the National Investigation 
Agency in 2023 in connection 
with the Antilia bomb scare 
case and the murder of   
Mansukh Hiren, who was 
considered a weak link in the 
conspiracy. CONTD. ON P21 
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10 YEARS OF NDA.
Bold promises in education, but the
delivery gap needs attention. More action,
investments vital for improvement p9

POLLSCAPE.
Narendra Modi flays Congress 
over Muslim quota, pledges 
benefits for Hyderabad p4

QUICKLY.

REPRIEVE

SC grants Arvind Kejriwal
interim bail till June 1

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday granted interim bail to
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in the liquor policy case
till June 1 to allow him to
campaign for the Lok Sabha
elections. “There is no gainsaying
that the general election to Lok
Sabha is the most significant
event this year, as it should be in a
national election year. General
elections supply the vis viva to a
democracy,” a Bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta observed. p11

Sale of electric two-wheelers
(e2W) fell a steep 53 per cent
to 65,111 units in April against
1,39,531 in March. 

According to industry in-
siders,sales had surged just be-
fore the government’s subsidy
scheme ended on March 31
and slumped after the sop re-
gime ended. 

The Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Hybrid and
Electric Vehicles (FAME II)
scheme commenced on April
1, 2019, for three years, and
then extended for two years up
to March 31, 2024, with a total
outlay of ₹10,000 crore. Com-
panies o�ered discounts
through the scheme period. 

Year-on-year, too, e2W sales
declined by around three per
cent compared with 66,873
units in April 2023, according
to the latest data put out by the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FADA). 

EV PRICES UP
“The drop in EV sales across
segments in April is primarily
due to the expiration of the
FAME-II subsidy, which led to
increased EV prices. This in-

crease has made EVs less af-
fordable, contributing to the
significant decline in retail fig-
ures on an month-on-month
basis,” FADA President Man-
ish Raj Singhania told business-
line. 

He said that the new electric
mobility promotion scheme is
less favourable for electric
two-wheelers, three-wheelers,
and passenger vehicles when
compared to the FAME-II sub-
sidy. “This situation has placed
the industry in a challenging
position, impacting the a�ord-
ability and accessibility of EVs.
FADA hence urges the govern-
ment to revisit the support
framework to ensure that In-

dia’s transition to clean mobil-
ity remains on course, benefit-
ing both consumers and the
environment,” Singhania said.

ALL-ROUND DECLINE
Market leader Ola Electric re-
ported a decline of over 36 per
cent in April sales at 33,963
units compared with 53,320
units in March. However, its
sales rose 54 per cent against
22,068 units in April 2023. 

Similarly, TVS Motor Com-
pany reported a 71 per cent
drop in April sales to 7,675
units compared with 26,501
units in March. For Bajaj Auto,
April sales declined 58 per cent
to 7,529 units against 18,008 in

March but were up 84 per cent
compared to 4,093 units in
April 2023. 

Ather Energy’s sales of
4,062 units in April were down
over 76 per cent compared
with 17,232 units in March. 

Other manufacturers in-
cluding Greaves Electric Mo-
bility and Hero MotoCorp also
reported a decline in April sales
over March. 

ELECTRIC PVS TOO HIT
Electric passenger vehicle
sales, too, declined 22 per cent
in April to 7,415 units com-
pared with 9,503 units in
March. However, the sales
were up 23 per cent compared
with 6,039 units in April last
year. Tata Motors continued to
lead selling 4,956 units in April
though less than the 7,005
units it sold in March. ‘ZS EV’
maker MG Motor India sold
1,203 units during the month
as against 1,131 units in March.

W3WS/CVS IN SAME BOAT
In the electric three-wheeler
segment, the decline in April
was 31 per cent at 42,030 units
against 60,773 units in March.
Electric commercial vehicles
sales dropped 76.27 per cent to
510 units in April compared to
2,149 units in March. 

Sans FAME, e2W sales dip 53%
in April; 3-wheelers, PVs too hit
LESS AFFORDABLE. With no sop, EV prices surged; FADA seeks review of support regime

Our Bureau
New Delhi

DECLINING NUMBERS. Market leader Ola Electric reported
a drop of over 36 per cent in April sales at 33,963 units compared
with 53,320 units in March REUTERS

EXPANSION MOVE

TVS Holdings to acquire
Home Credit for ₹554 crore

Chennai: TVS Holdings Ltd has
announced plan to acquire 80.74
per cent of the equity in Home
Credit India Finance Private Ltd
for ₹554 crore. The board of
TVS Holdings has approved the
proposal, and the remaining
19.26 per cent of the equity
stake will be purchased by
Premji Invest and other
associates. p2

Driven by an uptick in SUV
sales (comprising 50 per cent
of overall sales) Tata Motors
reported a record jump in its
consolidated net profit to
₹17,407 crore in the March,
fourth quarter of FY24
against ₹5,407 crore during
the corresponding previous
quarter. 

The board of directors re-
commended a dividend of ₹6
per ordinary share, subject to
approval by the shareholders 

The total revenue from op-
erations rose 13.2 per cent at
₹1,19,986 crore in Q4
(₹1,05,932 crore). 

The India business became
debt-free and the company’s
consolidated automotive
debt reduced to ₹16,000
crore.

“It is pleasing to report the
FY24 results during which
Tata Motors Group delivered
its highest-ever revenues,
profits, and free cash flows.
The India business is now
debt-free, and we are on track
to become net automotive
debt-free on a consolidated
basis in FY25. The businesses
are executing well their dis-
tinct strategies, and we are
confident of sustaining this
strong performance in the
coming years,” said PB Balaji,
Group Chief Financial Of-

ficer. Tata Motors had a cash
flow of ₹26,900 crore in Q4
compared with ₹7,800 crore
in FY23.  “Tata Motors recor-
ded its third consecutive year
of highest sales volumes,
with 6 per cent growth in
wholesale and 10 per cent in
retail sales over FY23. Our
multi-powertrain approach
and a sharp focus on green
technologies increased the
penetration of CNG and elec-
tric vehicles to 29 per cent in
the overall portfolio. We sold
73.8k EVs during the year (up
48 per cent over FY23) and
crossed the milestone of
150,000 cumulative EV pro-
duction. Overall, the busi-
ness recorded its highest-
ever turnover with annual
volumes of 573.5k
units,” said Shailesh
Chandra, Managing Director
of Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Ltd and Tata Passen-

ger Electric Mobility Ltd. The
company’s EV penetration
increased to 13 per cent dur-
ing the quarter, while it was
15 per cent for CNG. 

The commercial vehicle
business revenue hit ₹21,600
crore in Q4. The domestic
wholesale CV business was
down 7 per cent year-on-year
at 104,600 units compared to
increased sales in Q4 FY23 on
account of increased pre-buy
due to BS6 Phase ll transition 

JLR PERFORMANCE
Tata Motors JLR reported a
free cash flows of £892 mil-
lion for Q4.  JLR revenue was
up 11 per cent at £7.9 billion
in the quarter. Its net debt
dropped to £0.7 billion. The
company said that invest-
ment spending will increase
to £3.5 billion. 

“We have delivered a re-
cord financial performance
for the company, generating
free cash flows and enabling
us to reduce net debt to £0.7
billion,” said Adrian Mardell,
Chief Executive O�cer of
JLR.

PRODUCTION UPTICK
Tata Motors, which now
manufactures 55,000 passen-
ger vehicles a month, plans to
increase its production.
“...With the Sanand plant, it
will be taken to 80,000
vehicle units per month,”
said CFO Balaji.

Tata Motors’ Q4 net more than
triples to ₹17,407 cr, led by SUVs 
Aroosa Ahmed
Mumbai

SUCCESS STREAK. Tata
Motors recorded its third
consecutive year of highest
sales volumes, with 6% growth
in wholesale and 10% in retail
sales over FY23 REUTERS 

Riding on a robust resurgence
in manufacturing, the coun-
try’s factory output growth
closed 2023-24 on a strong
note at 5.8 per cent, higher
than the 5.2 per cent expan-
sion recorded in 2022-23. 

The Index of Industrial
Production(IIP) for March
rose 4.9 per cent, much higher
than the 1.9 per cent recorded
in the same month last year.
However, the latest IIP print
was lower than the 5.70 per
cent recorded in February
2024, o�cial data released on
Friday showed.

The manufacturing sector
output growth hit a five-
month high in March at 5.2
per cent, lifting the overall
performance for this segment
in FY24 to 5.5 per cent.

MINING SLUGGISH
While the mining sector re-
mained sluggish with growth
in March at 1.2 per cent (6.8
per cent in March 2023), elec-
tricity generation for the
month under review rose 8.6

per cent (-1.6 per cent). For
FY24, manufacturing, mining
and electricity sectors grew
5.5 per cent (4.7 per cent in
2022-23), 7.5 per cent (5.8 per
cent) and 7.1 per cent (8.9 per
cent), respectively, Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation data
showed. 

DEMAND BACK
In March, there was a strong
showing by both consumer
non-durables as well as con-
sumer durables with growth
rates of 4.9 per cent (-1.9 per
cent) and 9.5 per cent (8.0 per
cent) respectively. 

Construction goods,
primary goods and capital
goods recorded a growth de-
cline in March at 6.9 per cent
(7.2 per cent), 6.1 per cent (10
per cent) and 2.5 per cent (3.3
per cent), respectively.

Madan Sabnavis, Chief

Economist, Bank of Baroda,
said that consumer goods
have shown a revival buttress-
ing the pick up in consump-
tion towards the year-end.

“Both durables and non-
durables have done well. This
should sustain as the rabi crop
is expected to be good and
along with the wedding sea-
son should fuel spending in
April and May,” he said.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Econom-
ist, ICRA, said the IIP growth
posted an expected dip to 4.9
per cent in March 2024 from
5.6 per cent in February as the
leap-year e�ect faded. 

“The IIP growth was led by
a robust expansion in electri-
city, with demand boosted by
rising temperatures. A feeble
rise in mining output was a
dampener. Encouragingly,
manufacturing growth rose to
a five-month high, albeit on a
very low base,” she said.

KR Srivats
New Delhi

Output growth of the
manufacturing sector hit a
five-month high in March 
at 5.2%, lifting the overall
performance of this 
segment to 5.5%

IIP slows in March to 4.9%, but ends FY24
strongly at 5.8% led by manufacturing 

Vedanta Ltd will acquire an
additional 46.57 per cent
stake in Japanese electronics
display manufacturing com-
pany AvanStrate for ¥12.2
billion, or $78 million, the
company said in an exchange
filing. 

Tokyo-headquartered
AvanStrate makes glass sub-
strates primarily used in the
production of electronic
devices such as televisions,
laptops, smartphones, tab-
lets, wearables, and other
electronic displays. With
more than 700 patents, state-
of-the-art manufacturing fa-
cilities, and a reputation for
delivering cutting-edge
products, AvanStrate has a
strong supply chain network
and partnerships with lead-
ing technology companies
worldwide. It has production
facilities in Taiwan and
Korea.

Anil Agarwal-owned Ved-

anta already holds 51.63 per
cent in AvanStrate, and the
additional purchase will take
its stake to 98.2 per cent. The
acquisition is being done
through Vedanta’s wholly-
owned subsidiary, Cairn In-
dia Holdings. 

TECHNOLOGY PIVOT
The acquisition of AvanStrate
aligns with the company’s
vision of pivoting towards
technology and diversifying
into hi-tech manufacturing
while expanding its presence
in high-growth markets, Ved-
anta said. 

The acquisition is expec-
ted to be completed by the
end of the current quarter. 

Akarsh Hebbar, Global
Managing Director of Avan-
Strate, said, “The acquisition
of AvanStrate by Vedanta
marks a significant milestone
and strengthens our position
as a leading player in the
global display value chain.” It
added that it would serve as a
strategic asset for Vedanta as
the conglomerate looked to
play a critical role in India’s
journey towards becoming
self-reliant in electronics
manufacturing.

With AvanStrate’s expert-
ise, Vedanta will be strategic-
ally positioned to establish
India’s first integrated fab for
display glass and panels, ca-
tering comprehensively to
the fast-growing electronics
manufacturing industry.
Such a facility could elevate
domestic value addition in
electronics manufacturing,
pushing it from the current
15 per cent to 60 per cent, the
release said.

Our Bureau
Mumbai

Vedanta to pick 46.57% more in
Japan’s AvanStrate for $78 million

Vedanta already holds 51.63%
in AvanStrate, a display
manufacturing company;
additional purchase will take
its stake to 98.2% REUTERS 

The Reserve Bank of India
is likely to transfer approx-
imately ₹1,00,000 crore to
the government in FY25,
according to a report by
Union Bank of India.

The report said the RBI
can be expected to maintain
a robust dividend payout
for FY25. This projection
represents a slight increase
from the ₹87,400 crore
transferred in the previous
fiscal year.”

The government has
budgeted the FY25 dividend
from the RBI and PSU
banks and financial institu-
tions at ₹1,02,000 crore vis-
a-vis ₹1,04,400 crore in
FY24. 

“In our view, a positive
surprise is likely, similar to
last year when the Budget
Estimate for the overall di-
vidend was only ₹48,000
crore,” said the report. 

RBI ‘expected’ to
transfer ₹1-lakh cr
as dividend to the
Centre in FY25

Asian News International
New Delhi
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कोणीही उरेदवार आला तर 
तयाला उतर दायला पाठांतर 

करूि ठेवतोय!!

सतेवर आल्ास  
राम मंवदर शुदीकरण 
- नाना पटोले 
रुंबई : काँगेस सतेवर आलयास 
अयोधयेतील राम मंणदराचे 
शुदीकरि केले िाईल, असे 
वादगसत णवधान काँगेसचे 
पदेशाधयक नाना पटोले यांनी 
केले आहे. राम मंणदराचया 
पािपणतषठापना सोहळयावर 
चारही शंकराचाया्यंनी बणहषकार 
टाकला होता, असा दावा तयांनी 
केला आहे. शंकराचाय्थ सनातन 
धमा्थचे पमुि आहेत. ते राम 
मंणदराचया आणि पािपणतषठा 
सोहळयाचया णवरोधात होते. 
पंतपधान नरेंद्र मोदी यांनी 
अधमा्थचया आधारावर केलेले हे 
काम आहे. तयामुळे इंणडया 
आघाडीचे सरकार आलयावर 
राम मंणदराचे शुदीकरि नककीच 
होईल. तसेच याणठकािी राम 
दरबार तयार केला िाईल, असे 
ते महिाले. 

रुंबई : ‘मला चुकीचया पदतीने भ्रषटाचार 
पकरिात गोवणयात आले. माझयावर तर दबाव 
होताच, पि माझया पतनीचेही नाव गोवलयानंतर 
माझयापुढे पया्थय उरला नाही. तुरंगात िाि े
णकंवा पक बदलिे, हे दोनच पया्थय माझयाकडे 
होते. तयामुळे िड अंतःकरिाने मी पक 
बदलणयाचा णनि्थय घेतला’, असा गौपयसिोट 
उतर-पवशचम मुंबई लोकसभा मतदारसंघातील 
णशंदे गटाचे उमेदवार रवींद्र वायकर यांनी 
केलयाने िळबळ मािली आहे. 
रवींद्र वायकर यांनी तयांचयावर झालेलया 

आरोपांबाबत एका आघाडीचया दैणनकाला 
णदलेलया मुलाितीत हे भाषय केले आहे. रवींद्र 
वायकर यांनी काही णदवसांपूव्षीच ठाकरे गटाचा 
हात सोडून णशंदे गटात पवेश केला होता. 
तयानंतर तयांना उतर-पवशचम मुंबई लोकसभा 

मतदारसंघात उमेदवारी िाहीर करणयात आली. 
वायकर पुढे महिाले की, णशवसेनापमुि 

बाळासाहेब ठाकरे यांचया वेळेपासून मी हाती 
णशवबंधन बांधले. बाळासाहेबांचया णशवसेनेत 
५० वर्षे राणहलयानंतर मला उदव ठाकरेंची साथ 

सोडावी लागली. णनयतीपुढे कुिाचे काही 
चालत नाही हेच िरे.

दाभोलकर हत्ाप्रकरणी दोघांना जनमठेप
तीन आरोपींची वनद्दोष सुटका; ११ वषा्बंच्ा पतीकेनंतर खटल्ाचा वनकाल

डॉ. नरेंद्र दाभोलकर हतयापकरिी नयायालयाने 
सणचन अंदुरे आणि शरद कळसकर यांना दोरी 
ठरवले. या दोघांनीच डॉ. दाभोलकरांवर गोळीबार 
केला होता व साकीदारांनीही या दोघांना ओळिले 
होते. कळसकर आणि अंदुरे यांनी दाभोलकरांची 
हतया केलयाचे णसद होत असून, हे दोघे दोरी आहेत. 
या पकरिात िाशीची णशका होऊ शकत नसलयाने 
तयांना सश्रम िनमठेपेची णशका देणयात येत आहे, 
असे नयायालयाने आपलया णनकालपतात महटले 
आहे. सणचन अंदुरे आणि शरद कळसकर यांनीच  

दाभोलकरांवर गोळया झाडलयाची साक कोटा्थत 
साकीदारांनी णदली होती. २० माच्थ २०२२ रोिी 
झालेलया साकीत हे समोर आले होते. 
डॉ. नरेंद्र दाभोलकर यांची पुणयातील ओंकारेशवर 

मंणदरािवळील महर्षी णवठ्ठल रामिी णशंदे पुलावर 
२० ऑगसट २०१३ रोिी सकाळी सववासातचया 
सुमारास गोळया झाडून हतया करणयात आली होती. 
मोटारसायकलवरून आलेलया दोघांनी अगदी 
िवळून तयांचयावर णपसतुलाचया गोळया झाडलया 
होतया. जयात एक गोळी डॉ. दाभोलकरांचया छातीत, 

दुसरी डोकयात गेली होती. दाभोलकरांचया हतयेचया 
घटनेने महाराष्ासह देशभरात िळबळ उडाली 
होती. 
यापकरिी पाच आरोपींणवरोधात िटला 

चालवणयात आला. जयात वीरेंद्र तावडे, सणचन 
अंदूरकर, शरद कळसकर, वकील संिीव पुनाळेकर 
आणि तयांचा सहाययक णवक्रम भावे यांचा समावेश 
आहे. यापैकी संिीव पुनाळेकर व णवक्रम भावे ह े
सधया िाणमनावर बाहेर आहेत. डेककन पोलीस 
ठाणयात यापकरिी  गुनहा  सनंरश्र पािावर

मणिशंकर अययर यांचया 
वकतवयावरून नवा वाद 
िवी नदलली : पाणकसतानकडे अिुबॉमब 
आहे तयामुळे भारताने तया देशाचा आदर 
केला पाणहिे, एिादा माथेणिरू सतेवर 
आला तर तो तयाचा आपलयावर वापर 

करू शकतो, अस े
वादगसत वकतवय 
काँगेसच ेजयेषठ 
नेत ेमणिशंकर 
अययर यांनी 

केलयाने नवया वादाला तोंड िुटले आह.े 
काँगेस पकाने तातडीने अययर यांचया 
णवधानाबाबत कानावर हात ठेवले आहेत, 
तर भािपने तयावर िोरदार टीका केली 
आहे. 
दरमयान, मणिशंकर अययर यांचया 

वादगसत वकतवयाचा िो ववहडीओ 
वहायरल झाला आहे तो िुना असलयाचा 
दावा तयांनी केला आहे. दरमयान, 
काँगेसचया माधयम  सनंरश्र पािावर

अरविंद केजरीिाल 
प्रचारासाठी मोकळे
िवी नदलली : णदलली मदधोरि 
घोटाळापकरिी सकतवसुली 
संचालनालयाचया (ईडी) अटकेत 
असलेले णदललीचे मुखयमंती अरणवंद 
केिरीवाल यांना सव्वोचच नयायालयान े
शुक्रवारी णदलासा णदला. लोकसभेचया 
णनवडिुकीत पकाचया उमेदवारांचा 
पचार करणयासाठी केिरीवाल यांना १ 
िूनपय्यंत सव्वोचच नयायालयाने अंतररम 
िामीन मंिूर केला आहे. 
नया. संिीव िनना आणि नया. 

दीपांकर दता यांचया िंडपीठान े
केिरीवाल यांना २ िून रोिी पुनहा 

कारागृहात परतणयाचे आदेशही णदले 
आहेत. अंतररम िामीन ५ िूनपय्यंत 
मंिूर करावा, अशी णवनंती केिरीवाल 
यांचयावतीने जयेषठ  सनंरश्र पािावर

मोदी पंतप्रधान 
होणार नाहीत! 

राहुल गांधी ्ांच ेभाकीत 
कनिौज (उतर प्रदेश) : उतर पदेशात इंणडया आघाडीचे 
वादळ येत असून नरेंद्र मोदी आता देशाचया पंतपधानपदी 
णवरािमान होिार नाहीत, असा 
णवशवास काँगेसचे नेत ेराहुल गांधी यांनी 
शुक्रवारी येथे वयकत केला. 
सपाचे नेते अणिलेश यादव कननौि 

मतदारसंघातून णनवडिूक लढवत 
असून तयांचया पचाराथ्थ आयोणित 
िाहीर सभेत गांधी बोलत होत.े नरेंद्र 
मोदी देशाचया पंतपधानपदी णवरािमान 
होिार नाहीत, असे आपि णलहून देणयास तयार आहोत, 
असेही ते महिाले. काँगेस आणि सपा इंणडया आघाडीतील 
घटक पक असून ते उतर पदेशात एकणतत णनवडिूक लढवत 
आहेत. 
इंणडया आघाडीने गेलया वर्थभरापासून   सनंरश्र पािावर

छतीसगडमधील चकमकीत  
१२ नकलवादांना कंठसनान 

नवजाप्र (छतीसगड) : छतीसगडचया णविापूर णिल्ात 
सुरका दलांसमवेत झालेलया चकमकीत शुक्रवारी १२ 
नकलवादी ठार झालयाचे मुखयमंती णवषिु देव साई यांनी 
सांणगतल.े गंगलूर पोलीस ठाणयाचया हदीतील पीणडया 
गावतील िंगलात सुरका दलांनी नकलणवरोधी मोहीम हाती 
घेतली होती, तेवहा चकमक उडाली. चकमक संपलयानंतर 
सुरका दलांनी घटनासथळावरून १२ नकलवादांचे मृतदेह 
ताबयात घेतले आहेत. सुरका दलांना णमळालेले हे मोठे यश 
आहे, असे मुखयमंतयांनी पतकारांना सांणगतले.

णवलीन होणयापेका णशंद,े अणित 
पवारांशी हातणमळविी करा!

िंदुरबार : राष्वादी काँगेसचे (शरद पवार) 
नेते शरद पवार आणि णशवसेना (उबाठा) नेते 
उदव ठाकरे यांनी कॉगेसमधये णवलीन होऊन 
मृतयू पतकरणयापेका णनवडिुकीनंतर मुखयमंती 

एकनाथ णशंद े आणि उपमुखयमंती अणित पवार यांचयाशी 
हातणमळविी करावी, असा सललाविा पसताव पंतपधान नरेंद्र मोदी 
यांनी शुक्रवारी उदव ठाकरे व शरद पवारांना  सनंरश्र पािावर

मोदींचा शरद पवार, उदव ठाकरेंना पसताव

अंतररम जामीन मंजूर 
मुख्मंती का्ायाल्,  

सवचवाल्ात पवेशास मजजाव 
साकीदारांशी संपक्क, फा्ली 

हाताळण्ावर वनब्बंध 

देशात पररितटानाचा 
मागटा मोकळा - आप 
केजरीिाल यांना अंतररम जामीन 
मंजूर केलयाबद्दल आम आदमी पाट्टीने 
(आप) सि्वोचि नयायालयािे आभार 
मानले आहेत. केजरीिाल यांिी 
नयायालयीन कोठडीतून सुटका 
करणयात आलयाने देिात मोठ े
पररितयान घडणयािा मागया मोकळा 
झाला आह,े असे ‘आप’ने महटले 
आहे.

केजरीवाल ्ांची 
तुरंगातून सुटका 

नयायालयाने अंतररम जामीन मंजूर 
केलयानंतर िुकिारी सायंकाळी केजरीिाल 
वतहार तुरंगातून बाहेर आले. बाहेर येताि 
‘आप’चया काययाकतया्यंनी तयांिे जोरदार 
सिागत केले. यािेळी काययाकतया्यंना संबोवधत 
करताना ते महणाले, मी पुनहा परत येणयािे 
ििन वदल ेहोते आवण मी आलो आहे. 
आपलयाला या हुकूमिाही विरोधात लढायिे 
आह.े 

मासटरमाईंडचा शोध घ्ा - 
मुकता दाभोलकर 

ही हतया एका वयापक दहितिादी 
कटािा भाग आहे, असे 
सीबीआयचया आरोपपतात महटले 
आहे. तयामुळे या कटामागे मोठा 
मासटरमाईंड आहे. तया 
मासटरमाईंडिा िोध घेणे गरजेिे 
आहे. तयािा िोध सीबीआयन े

घयािा, असे मुकता दाभोलकर महणालया. 

पुणे : अंधश्रदा निर्मूलि सनरतीचे अधयक डॉ. िरेंद्र 
दाभोलकर हतयाप्रकरणी पुणे सत्र नयायालयािे शुक्रवारी 
पाच आरोपींपैकी सनचि अंदुरे आनण शरद कळसकर 
या दोघांिा दोषी ठरवत जनरठेपेची नशका सुिावली, तर 
आरोपी वीरेंद्र तावडे, नवक्रर भावे आनण संजीव 
पुिाळेकर या नतघांिा निद्दोष ठरवले आहे. नवशेष सत्र 
नयायाधीश पी.पी. जाधव यांिी हा  निकाल नदला. 
दाभोळकर यांचया हतयेिंतर तबबल ११ वषाषांिी या 
खटलयाचा निकाल लागला आहे. दरमयाि, पुणे सत्र 
नयायालयाचया या निकालािंतर दाभोलकर कुटुंबीयांिी 
उचच नयायालयात धाव घेणयाची भ्नरका घेतली आहे.

हत्ेचे गूढ का्म  
डॉ. नरेंद्र दाभोलकर यांचया हतया प्रकरणािे 
गूढ ११ िषायानंतरही कायम रावहले आहे. 
दाभोलकरांिर गोळया झाडणाऱया दोघांना 
जनमठेपेिी विका झाली. पण या हतयेमागिा 
सुतधार कोण, असा प्रशन अनुत्तररति 
रावहला आहे. या हतया प्रकरणाचया 
तपासापासून अटक करणयात आलेले 
आरोपी, जपत करणयात आलेले वपसतूल, 
साकीदारांिी उलटतपासणी अिा अनेक 
बाबतीत अजूनही गूढ कायम आहे. 

सुटलेल्ा आरोपींविरुद्ध 
हा्कोटाटात जाणार   
दरमयान, कोटायाचया आजचया वनणयायािे नरेंद्र 
दाभोलकरांिे सुपुत हमीद दाभोलकर यांनी सिागत केले 
आहे. मात, कट रिलयािा आरोप असलेलया िीरेंद्र 
तािडे याला वनद्वोष ठरिणयात आलयाने दाभोलकर 
कुटुंबाने आशियया वयकत केले आहे. दोघांना विका झाली 
हे नयायवयिसथेिरील विशिास दियािते. पण सुटलेले 
आरोपी आहेत, तयांचयाविरोधात आमही िरचया कोटायात 
धाि घेऊ, असे हमीद दाभोलकर यांनी सांवगतले.

मोदींचा पसताव  
पवारांनी फेटाळला 
पंतप्रधान नरेंद्र मोदी यांचयामुळे संसदीय 
लोकिाही भीतीचया सािटाखाली आहे, 

तयामुळे संसदीय 
लोकिाहीिर 
जयांचया विशिास 
नाही अिा लोकांिी 
आपण आघाडी 

करणार नाही, असे राष्ट्रिादी काँगेसिे 
(िरद पिार) नेते िरद पिार यांनी 
िुकिारी येथ ेसपषट करीत मोदींिा 
प्रसताि फेटाळून लािला.

पावकसतानकडे 
अणुबॉमब आहे, 
भारतान ेपाकचा 
आदर केला पावहज े

माझ्ा मदतीसाठी 
कुणी पुढे आले नाही 
‘माझयाविरोधात झालेली तकार ही 
फौजदारी सिरपािी नवहतीि. मला 
सि्वोचि नयायालयापय्यंत लढािे लागले. 
माझे प्रकरण राजकीय होते, अस े
िवकलांनीही मला सांवगतले. पण 
माझया मदतीसाठी कुणीही पुढे आले 
नाही. तयामुळे माझयासमोर दुसरा 
पयायाय नवहता,’ असे िायकर महणाले.

मोदींनी डोळा मारला तरीही मी जाणार नाही-उदव  
मला पंतप्रधान नरेंद्र मोदी यांनी डोळा मारला आहे. मी महाराष्ट्र 
लुटणाऱयांसोबत जाणार नाही, असे प्रवतपादन वििसेना पक प्रमुख उद्धि 
ठाकरे (उबाठा) यांनी केल.े छतपती संभाजी नगर येथे झालेलया सभेत ते 
बोलत होते. तुमही माझा पक पळिला, विनह िोरले, माणस ेफोडली तरी 
तुमहाला उद्धि ठाकरेंिी भीती िाटते, असा टोला तयांनी मारला. 

आपल्ा वकतव्ाचा ववप्ायास - वा्कर
सविसतर िृत्त मुंबई पानािर
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