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White House: US has capacity to 
evacuate remaining Americans

WASHINGTON DC: The 
United States has the capacity 
to evacuate the approximately 
300 U.S. citizens remaining in 
Afghanistan who want to leave 
before President Joe Biden's 
Tuesday deadline, senior Biden 
administration officials said, as 
another U.S. drone strike against 
suspected Islamic State militants 
underscored the grave threat in 
the war's final days.

This is the most dangerous 
time in an already extraordi-
narily dangerous mission these 
last couple of days, America's 
top diplomat, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, said not long 
before confirmation of that air-
strike in Kabul, the capital.

The evacuation flow of 
Americans kept pace even as 
a new State Department secu-
rity alert, issued hours before 
the military action, instructed 
people to leave the airport area 
immediately due to a specific, 
credible threat.

Biden's national security 

adviser, Jake Sullivan, said that 
for those U.S. citizens seeking 
immediately to leave Afghani-
stan by the looming deadline, 
we have the capacity to have 300 
Americans, which is roughly the 

number we think are remain-
ing, come to the airport and 
get on planes in the time that is 
remaining. We moved out more 
than that number just yesterday. 
So from our point of view, there 

is an opportunity right now for 
American citizens to come, to be 
admitted to the airport and to be 
evacuated safely and effectively.

Sullivan said the U.S. does 
not currently plan to have an 

ongoing embassy presence 
after the final U.S. troop with-
drawal. But he pledged the U.S. 
will make sure there is safe pas-
sage for any American citizen, 
any legal permanent resident 
after Tuesday, as well as for those 
Afghans who helped us. But 
untold numbers of vulnerable 
Afghans, fearful of a return to 
the brutality of pre-2001 Taliban 
rule, are likely to be left behind.

Blinken said the U.S. was 
working with other countries 
in the region to either keep the 
Kabul airport open after Tues-
day or to reopen it in a timely 
fashion.

He also said that while the 
airport is critical, there are 
other ways to leave Afghan-
istan, including by road and 
many countries border Afghani-
stan. The U.S., he said, is making 
sure that we have in place all of 
the necessary tools and means 
to facilitate the travel for those 
who seek to leave Afghanistan" 
after Tuesday. � AGENCIES

WHO: 236,000 more Covid 
deaths in Europe by Dec 1

COPENHAGEN: The World 
Health Organization warned 
Monday that another 236,000 
people could die from Covid in 
Europe by December 1, sound-
ing the alarm over rising infec-
tions and stagnating vaccine rate 
on the continent.

Countries across the region 
have seen infection rates tick 
up as the highly-transmissible 
Delta variant takes hold, partic-
ularly among the unvaccinated.

Poorer nations, especially in 
the Balkans, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia, have been hardest 
hit, and deaths are mounting as 
well, AFP reported.

"Last week, there was an 11 
percent increase in the num-
ber of deaths in the region- one 
reliable projection is expecting 
236,000 deaths in Europe, by 
December 1," WHO Europe 
director Hans Kluge said Mon-
day. Europe has registered 
around 1.3 million Covid deaths 
to date. Of the WHO Europe's 
53 member states, 33 have reg-
istered an incidence rate greater 
than 10 percent in the past two 
weeks, Kluge said. Most are in 
poorer countries.

High transmission rates 
across the continent were 
"deeply worrying, particularly 
in the light of low vaccination 

uptake in priority populations 
in a number of countries."

Kluge said the Delta vari-
ant was partly to blame, along 
with an "exaggerated easing" of 
restrictions and measures and a 
surge in summer travel.

While around half of people 
in the WHO's Europe region 
are fully vaccinated, uptake in 
the region has slowed. "In the 
past six weeks, it has fallen by 
14 percent, influenced by a lack 
of access to vaccines in some 
countries and a lack of vaccine 
acceptance in others." Only six 
percent of people in lower and 
lower-middle income countries 
in Europe are fully vaccinated, 
and some countries have only 
managed to vaccinate one in 10 
health professionals. "The stag-
nation in vaccine uptake in our 
region is of serious concern," 

Kluge said, urging countries 
to "increase production, share 
doses, and improve access".

Meanwhile, the European 
Union plans to recommend 
that its member states reinstate 
restrictions on tourists from the 
U.S. because of rising Coronavi-
rus infection levels in the coun-
try, EU diplomats said Monday.

A decision to remove the 
U.S. from a safe list of coun-
tries for nonessential travel 
would reverse advice from June, 
when the 27-nation bloc recom-
mended lifting restrictions on 
U.S. travelers before the sum-
mer tourism season.

The guidance could come 
as early as this week, accord-
ing to the EU diplomats. They 
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because the review process 
was still ongoing. � AGENCIES

‘Far greater humanitarian crisis’ 
looms in Afghanistan: UNHCR

GENEVA: As evacuations from 
Kabul wind down in coming 
days, "a larger crisis is just begin-
ning" in Afghanistan and for 
its 39 million people, the U.N. 
refugee agency UNHCR said on 
Monday, appealing for support. 

Filippo Grandi, U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
whose agency said last Friday 
that up to 500,000 Afghans 
could flee by year-end, reiterated 
a call for borders to remain open 
and for more countries to share 
"this humanitarian responsi-
bility" with Iran and Pakistan 
which already host 2.2 million 
Afghans, Reuters reported.

“The airlifts out of Kabul will 
end in a matter of days, and the 
tragedy that has unfolded will 
no longer be as visible. But it will 
still be a daily reality for millions 
of Afghans. We must not turn 
away. A far greater humani-
tarian crisis is just beginning,” 
Grandi said in a statement.

Mohammed Jan Sultani 
had clutched his national Tae-
kwondo championship certifi-
cates as he waded through the 

multitudes pushing to get into 
Kabul airport late last week.

The 25-year-old athlete 
wasn’t on any evacuation lists. 
Yet he had hoped his achieve-
ments would make him and his 
young family special enough 
to be let into the gate and onto 
one of the flights rescuing for-
eigners and Afghans fleeing the  
Taliban.

As he forged ahead, an 
Islamic State suicide bomber 

detonated two dozen pounds 
of explosives in the crowd just 
before nightfall Thursday, killing 
169 Afghans, including Sultani, 
and 13 US service members.

His wife and two children, 
4-year-old Zahid and 2-year-
old Zahra, survived; he had told 
them to stay back a bit as he 
advanced toward the gate.

Three days later, Zahid 
remains in shock. He cries, but 
doesn’t speak. � AGENCIES

Afghans killed outside airport were seeking new lives abroad
JERUSALEM: Israel's defence 
minister held talks late Sunday 
with the Palestinian president 
in the first high-level meeting 
between the two sides in years, 
officials said.

The meeting between Benny 
Gantz and Mahmoud Abbas 
signaled a possible shift of 
direction after after the near-
complete breakdown of com-
munication between Abbas and 
Israeli leaders in recent years, 
under former Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Netanyahu pursued a hard-
line policy toward the Pales-
tinians, backed by former US 
President Donald Trump who 
had approved pro-Israeli pol-
icies such as moving the US 
Embassy in Israel from Tel 
Aviv to contested Jerusalem. 
Abbas halted most contacts 
with the US and Israel during 
those years.

Netanyahu had repeatedly 
claimed Abbas was not a reli-
able partner for negotiating 
a peace deal, a portrayal dis-
missed by Netanyahu critics as 

a pretext for avoiding making 
concessions.

The Gantz-Abbas meeting 
came just after Israel's current 
prime minister, Naftali Ben-
nett, was received at the White 
House by President Joe Biden. 
The Biden administration views 
Abbas as an essential player 
in any efforts to resume long-
stalled talks on the terms of Pal-
estinian statehood, even though 
Abbas is increasingly isolated 
an unpopular at home.

The Haaretz daily said the 
meeting took place in the town 
of Ramallah in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank, where Abbas 
maintains his headquarters.

Gantz told Abbas that 
Israel would take measures 
to strengthen the Palestin-
ian economy, according to a 
statement by Gantz' office. The 
economy of the Abbas-admin-
istered autonomous enclaves 
in the West Bank is depen-
dent on Israel, and has been 
stymied by movement restric-
tions Israel says are imposed for  
security reasons. � AGENCIES

France 
requires virus 
pass for 2 mn 

workers
PARIS: Some 2 million French 
workers in restaurants and other 
service jobs must now show a 
health pass to go to work, as 
part of government virus-fight-
ing efforts.

The public is already 
required to show the pass to 
go to French restaurants, tour-
ist sites and many other pub-
lic venues.

Starting Monday, all staff 
members must also show the 
pass, which requires proof of 
vaccination, a fresh negative 
virus test or recovery from 
COVID-19. Those who don't 
risk suspension or other punish-
ment, and businesses that don't 
comply face potential fines.

Nearly 72% of French people 
have had at least one virus dose 
and more than 64% are fully 
vaccinated. A small but vocal 
minority of people who oppose 
vaccinations or the health pass 
system have held weekly pro-
tests around the country since 
July. France recorded the sec-
ond-highest number of infec-
tions in Europe over the past 
month, but its summer spike 
in cases has started to subside 
since the government imposed 
stricter vaccination and other 
virus rules. � AGENCIES

New Zealand 
reports 1st 

virus vaccine 
death

WELLINGTON: New Zealand 
has reported its first Coronavi-
rus vaccine death.

A health board that moni-
tors vaccine safety said Monday 
a woman died from myocardi-
tis after taking the Pfizer vac-
cine. The board said the woman 
likely developed the condition 
because of the vaccine, although 
she had other medical issues 
which may have contributed.

Director-General of Health 
Ashley Bloomfield said myocar-
ditis was a very rare side effect 
and there was clear evidence 
that taking the vaccine was 
much safer than being infected 
with COVID-19.

Health authorities have so 
far administered vaccines to 
more than 2 million New Zea-
landers. The board declined 
to answer questions from The 
Associated Press, including the 
woman's age and the date of her 
death, citing protocol because 
a medical examiner, known as 
a coroner, is investigating the 
case further.

Also Monday, New Zea-
land Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said Auckland would 
remain in strict lockdown for 
at least two more weeks and 
the rest of the country for at 
least one more week, but with 
slightly fewer restrictions, as the 
nation battles an outbreak of the  
delta variant. � AGENCIES

‘3 children 
killed in US 
strike on IS’

KABUL: An Afghan official 
says three children were killed 
in a drone strike that U.S. offi-
cials said struck a vehicle car-
rying Islamic State suicide 
bombers.

The official spoke on con-
dition of anonymity out of 
security concerns. US officials 
said the vehicle was carrying 
explosives and that the initial 
strike on Sunday set off sec-
ondary explosions.

The American officials said 
the bombers planned to attack 
Kabul's international airport, 
where a massive airlift is still 
underway ahead of a Tuesday 
deadline for the withdrawal of 
US Forces. � AGENCIES

Ida downs New Orleans power on 
deadly path through Louisiana

NEW ORLEANS: Hurricane 
Ida knocked out power to all 
of New Orleans and inundated 
coastal Louisiana communi-
ties on a deadly path through 
the Gulf Coast that was still 
unfolding Monday, promising 
more destruction.

The heavy rain and storm 
surge has already had a cat-
astrophic impact along the 
southeast coast of Louisiana, 
and life-threatening floods 
along rivers was continuing 
well inland as torrential rain 
kept falling, forecast to dump 
as much as two feet in places 
as Ida's center moved over 
Mississippi.

Ida made landfall on the 
same day 16 years earlier 
that Hurricane Katrina rav-
aged Louisiana and Missis-
sippi, and its 150 mph (230 
kph) winds tied it for the fifth-
strongest hurricane to ever hit 
the mainland.

It was already blamed for 
on death, someone hit by a fall-
ing tree in Prairieville, outside 
Baton Rouge, deputies with 
the Ascension Parish Sheriff 's 
Office confirmed on Sunday.

The power outage in New 
Orleans, meanwhile, height-
ened the city's vulnerability to 
flooding and left hundreds of 
thousands of people without 
air conditioning and refrig-
eration in sweltering summer 
heat.

The 911 system in Orleans 
Parish also experienced tech-
nical difficulties early Monday. 

Anyone needing emergency 
assistance was urged to go to 
their nearest fire station or 
approach their nearest officer, 
the New Orleans Emergency 
Communications Center 
tweeted.

Ida finally became a tropi-
cal storm again 16 hours after 
making landfall in Louisiana as 
a Category 4 hurricane.

Its top sustained wind were 
60 mph (97 kph) early Monday, 
and forecasters said it would 
rapidly weaken throughout 
the morning while still dump-
ing torrential rain over a large 
area. The storm was centered 
about 95 miles (155 kilome-
ters) south-southwest of Jack-
son, Mississippi, moving north 
at 8 mph (13 kmh).

As Ida made landfall Sun-

day, the rising ocean swamped 
the barrier island of Grand Isle 
and roofs on buildings around 
Port Fourchon blew off. The 
hurricane then churned 
through the far southern Lou-
isiana wetlands, threatening 
the more than 2 million peo-
ple living in and around New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge.

Meanwhile, tropical storm 
Nora is dropping heavy rains 
along the Gulf of California 
after weakening from a hur-
ricane that set off floods and 
landslides on Mexico’s Pacific 
coast, caused havoc in Puerta 
Vallarta and left at least one 
dead and seven missing.

Nora weakened from a Cat-
egory 1 hurricane at midday 
Sunday after making a brief 
land passage just inland from 

the Mazatlan resort area and 
then moving back over water 
and entering the narrow gulf. 
Though it was barely a tropical 
storm by late Sunday, forecast-
ers warned that its heavy rains 
still posed a danger for areas 
along the gulf.

Nora had maximum sus-
tained winds of 40 mph (65 
kph) late Sunday and was mov-
ing to the north-northwest at 
12 mph (19 kph). 

Its center was about 95 
miles (155 kilometers) south-
east of Los Mochis.

Communities in the coastal 
states of Michoacan, Colima 
and Jalisco experienced heavy 
rain and rough surf as the 
storm moved northward bat-
tering itself by staying close  
to shore. � AGENCIES

Tropical Storm Nora weakens after leaving 1 dead, 7 missing

US national security adviser Sullivan said the US does not currently plan to 
have an ongoing embassy presence after the final US troop withdrawal

In this image provided by US Navy, evacuees from Afghanistan board a 
Boeing 777 before departing Naval Air Station Sigonella, Italy � PTI

Families evacuated from Kabul, Afghanistan, walk through the terminal to board a bus after they arrived at 
Washington Dulles International Airport, in Chantilly, Virginia  � PTI

New Orleans Police detective Alexander Reiter, looks over debris from a building that collapsed during 
Hurricane Ida in New Orleans, Monday � PTI

Palestinian president, 
Israeli DM hold 1st 

high-level talks in years




