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Cold and foggy weather in
the Capital on Monday.
SUBRATA DUTTA

Dumping homeless people:
Taking cognisance of offi-
cials dumping homeless
people outside Indore
amid the biting cold, the
Madhya Pradesh Human
Rights Commission
(MPHRC) has sought a
report from the state's
chief secretary and senior
officers of Indore, an offi-
cial said on Monday. PTI

SC accepts resignation: The
Supreme Court Monday
accepted the resignation
of Nagaland Lokayukta Jus-
tice (retd) Uma Nath Singh,
days after he said he was
willing to step down as sug-
gested by the apex court
provided the state govern-
ment or others are
restrained from initiating
any kind of action or
defaming him in media
based on the pending

plea. PTI

Threat messages: Uttar
Pradesh's BJP legislator
Sadar Sarita Bhadauria has
received multiple messages
on WhatsApp from a Pak-
istani number threatening
to kill her, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and senior
BJP and RSS leaders, police
said on Monday. PTI

Union Budget is a catalyst, a speed booster
that can revive sluggish economy...

KARNATAKA CHIEF MINISTER B S YEDIYURAPPA
COMMENTING ON THE UNION BUDGET FOR 2021-22

Big spendingoninfrastructure

NEW DELHI, TUESDAY 02 FEBRUARY 2021

willhelp economy:Sitharaman

Announcesvarious projectsthatwould boostinfrasectorlike NIP to cover 7,400 projects by 2025

Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman addressing the
post-Budget Press conference on Monday. SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 FEBRUARY

he government has
decided to spend big
on infrastructure
across a wide variety
of sectors to give a greater
impetus to the economy, said
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharamanin her post-Bud-
get Press conference today.

The minister, who was
addressing the conference
alongwith her team, said the
big spending on infrastructure
would help give the much-
needed demand push to the
economy, whichisrecovering
from the impact of Covid-
19.

“Budget 2021 comes at a
time when all of us desire to
give greater impetus to the
economy, we thought this
impetus would be qualitatively
spent well and would give
the needed demand push if
we spend big on infrastruc-
ture,” she said.

In her Budget, Nirmala

Sitharaman announced var-
ious projects which would
boost the infra sectorlike the
National Infrastructure
Pipeline to cover 7,400 pro-
jects by 2025.

She has also earmarked Rs.
1.03 lakh crore for Tamil Nadu,
Rs. 65,000 crore for Kerala
and Rs. 34,000 crore for Assam
to develop their special infra-
structure projects.

In the conference, the min-
ister also highlighted the steep
increase in budget outlay in
the health sector.

“The government has
attended to the needs of the
health sector, capacity build-
ing in health has been given
a big place with focus down
to the planning of block-level
requirements,” said the finance
minister.

The minister also talked
about the Agriculture Infra-
structure Development Cess
(AIDC), shesaid, itwas intro-
duced in order to improve agri-
cultural infrastructure.

“We have a dedicated

Terrorists
hideout busted,
cache of arms
& ammunition
recovered

JAMMU, 1 FEBRUARY

Security forces on Monday
busted a terrorist hideout
and recovered a cache of
arms and ammunition in the
forest area of Rajouri district
thereby thwarting attempts
to revive terrorism in the
area.

Army’s spokesman Lt.
Colonel Devender Anand
said that a joint operation
by Indian Army and J&K
Police led to swift and time-
lyrecovery oflarge cache of
weapons and ammunition
from dense forest area of
Gadyogin Khawasregion of
Rajouri.

Based on specific infor-
mation from a reliable
source, joint operation was
undertaken by Indian Army
and J&K Police in general
area of Chikakhet in Gadyog
forest of Khawas region of
Rajouri District, South of Pir
Panjal Ranges. SNS

amount coming out of the
budgetrather than thatgoing
itto the consolidated fund. It
mightstill go but we knowwhat
is going to be used for agri-
culture infrastructure,” said
Sitharaman.

Sitharaman also men-
tioned that the government
has made government
accounts more transparent,
andis absolutely upfrontwith
the fiscal deficit.

“We ensured repeated
review of capital expenditure
and ensured that spending was
encouraged and not delayed.
Our fiscal deficit which start-
edat3.5 per centduring Feb-
ruary 2020 has increased to
9.5 per cent of GDP, so we have
spent, we have spent and we
have spent. At the same time,

we have given a clear glide path
for deficit management. We
have made brave decisions to
keep government accounts
open and transparent,” she
saidThe finance minister also
took a potshot onWayanad MB
Rahul Gandhi, who alleged the
central government to han-
dover India's assets to crony
capitalists earlier on the day.
Sitharaman said Rahul
Gandhi “should understand
thateither he knows nothing
aboutwhatheis talking about,
or that he is ill-advised.”
“Under Congress, they
gave away one sea portdevel-
opmenton an invitation to one
of the crony capitalists he is
talking about. Can he explain
howfor developingVizhinjam
port, a 'crony capitalist' per-

son, Iwould not call him that,
he (Rahul) uses thatword, the
Congress party invited him
during the then government
in Kerala,” said the minister.

On being asked on farm-
ers protest, Sitharaman said
the government is and has
always been open to dialogue
with farmers. The agriculture
minister has been ready to have
a clause-by-clause discus-
sion with farmers on the farm
laws. “Hence we believe that
dialogueis the way forward,"
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

The Minister emphasized
that budget has introduced
variousreformsin the finan-
cial sector including IPO of LIC
and increase in FDI in the
insurance sector.

Cong: Union Budget let down like
never before, will unravel soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 1 FEBRUARY

Asserting that the Union
Budgetwas a “let down like
never before”, the Congress
on Monday claimed that it
will unravel soon, and
described the imposition
of cess on petrol and diesel
in the budget as a “venge-
ful act” against the thousands
of farmers who took out the
tractor rally.

The opposition party said
itwas a case of “wrong diag-
nosis and prescription”, and
that finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman could have been
“brave” by extending help to
the poor, but chose to be
“timid”.

Congress leader P Chi-
dambaram said Sitharaman
“deceived” those who were

listening to her speech, espe-
cially the MPs, had no clue
that she has imposed cess-
es on a large number of
products including petro-
leum and diesel-Rs 2.50 on
petrol per litre and Rs 4.00
on diesel per litre.

“It was a vengeful act
against the thousands of
farmers who took out the
longest tractor rally in his-
tory. Itwas also a cruel blow
to federalism because the
states do not get a share of
therevenue from cesses,” the
former finance minister said
while addressing a press
conference. He said this was
a “cruel blow” to the aver-
age citizen, including farm-
ers.

“She deceived the people
ofIndia, especially the poor,
the working class, the

migrants, the farmers, the
industrial units that had
been closed down perma-
nently, and those who had
lost their jobs, both regular
and informal, and are still
looking forjobs,” he alleged.

Finance minister Sithara-
man presented the budget
for2021-22 in Lok Sabhaand
read out the budget speech
in the Lok Sabha from a
tablet on Monday instead of
a conventional paper doc-
ument as the first paperless
budgetsince independence
was presented by the gov-
ernment due to the Covid sit-
uation.

Reading outa party state-
ment, Chidambaram said
Sitharaman did not mention
defence atall, “asif the Chi-
nese had vacated occupied
Indian territory”.

Record F1.10lakh crfor Rlysin Budget: FM

SNS & PTI
NEW DELHI, 1 FEBRUARY

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced on
Monday arecord sum ofRs 1.10
lakh crore for the Railways, out
of which Rs 1.07 lakh crore is
for capital expenditure, and
said the national transporter
would monetise the dedicat-
ed freight corridors after its
commissioning.

Presenting the Union Bud-
get2021-22, Sitharaman also
applauded the services pro-
vided by the Railways to trans-
portessential goods across the
country during the coron-
avirus lockdown.

“lam announcingarecord
sum of Rs 1,10,055 crore for
railways ofwhich Rs 1,07,100
croreis for capital expenditure
only,” she said.

“Indian Railways have pre-
pared a National Rail Plan for
India2030.The planisto cre-
ate a future ready railway sys-
tem by 2030 bringing down the
logistic cost for industry is at
the core of the strategy to
enable Make In India,” Sithara-
man said.

She said it was expected that
the eastern and western ded-
icated freight corridors (EDFC
and WDFC) would be com-
missioned by June 2022.

“The following additional
initiatives are also proposed.
The Sonenagar-Gomoh sec-
tion of 263 km on EDFC will
be taken up in PPP mode this
year itself. Gomoh-Dankuni
section of 274.3 km will also
be taken up shortly in short
succession,” she said.

The finance minister said
the Railways would take up the
future dedicated freight cor-
ridor projects -- East Coast Cor-
ridor from Kharagpur toVijay-
wada, East-West Corridor
from Bhusawal to Kharagpur

to Dankuniand North-South
Corridor from Itarsi to Vijay-
wada.

Sitharaman said the
detailed projectreport would
be undertaken in the first
phase.

She said broad gauge route
electrification was expected to
reach 46,000 route kilometres,
whichis 72 per centby the end
0f 2021 from 41,548 km from
October 1, 2020, adding that
100 per cent electrification of
such routes would be com-
pleted by December 2023.

Stressing on the passenger
convenience and safety, she
said the Railways would intro-
duce the aesthetically-designed
vistadome LHB coaches on
tourist routes for better trav-
el experience to passengers.

“The safety measures taken
in last few years have have
borne results. To further
strengthen this effort high
density network and highly
utilised network routes will be
provided with indigenously
designed automatic train col-
lision system that eliminates
train collusion due to human
error,” she said.

FM annhounces 93,224.31 cr for education in Budget

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 1 FEBRUARY

Union finance minister, Nirmala
Sitharaman in her third Bud-
get speech on Monday made
some important announce-
mentsregarding the education
sectorand on the trainingand
upskilling front. The Finance
Minister announced a total of
93,224.31 crore for the Ministry
of Education this year, in com-
parison tolast Budgets allocation
0of Rs 99,311.52 crore.

The governmentisintenton
implementation of the New
Education Policy (NEP) thatwas
introduced last year which

aimsatuniversalisation of edu-
cation from pre-school to sec-
ondarylevel. In this policy, the
government announced that
students will not be forced to
study any particularlanguage.
Asenvisagedin the NEP the
'10+2' structure will be replaced
with '5+3+3+4' model. It pro-
poses a 4-year multi-discipli-
nary bachelor's degree in an
undergraduate programme
with multiple exit options.
These willinclude profession-
al and vocational areas.
Sitharaman announced over
15,000 schools shall be quali-
tatively strengthened under
NEP Presenting her third Union

Budget 2021 post-Covid-19
pandemic, added, "100 new
Sainik schoolswill be setupin
partnership with NGOs, private
schools, and states. We would
be introducing the legislation
thisyear toimplement the set-
ting-up of the Higher Educa-
tion Commission of India."

Among the major announce-
ments from the education sec-
tor in the Budget for 2021-22,
she also stressed on the need
toincrease collaboration with
foreign institutions.

On the skill development
front and to enhance oppor-
tunities for youth, in her Bud-
get for 2021-22 speech, the

Tamang demands All India Gorkha Assembly

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DARJEELING, 1 FEBRUARY

Gorkha Jan Mukti Morcha
leader Binoy Tamang today
raised the demand for an All
India Gorkha Assembly
(AIGA), which he said would
benefit Indian Gorkhas in
the country, while also pro-
viding them political securi-
ty.

"We have been demand-

ing statehood for along time
now, with parties here also
having an alliance with dif-
ferent national parties over
the years for the same. How-
ever, itis evident that they do
not have the mindset to grant
us this demand. So we have
to think of an alternative for
which we are demanding an
All India Gorkha Assembly,
which can be formed after
amending the Constitution,"

Mr Tamang told reporters.
According to him, the
AIGA would not affect the
demand for Gorkhaland,
which would also remain.
He, however, maintained that
statehood would prove to be
beneficial only to those liv-
ing in a specific area, while
being only an emotional
thing for those Gorkhas liv-
ing all over India. He said that
the AIGA would work for

Finance Minister proposed to
amend the Apprenticeship Act
andrealign the National Appren-
ticeship Training Scheme for
post-education apprentice-
ship, training of graduates and
diploma holders in engineer-
ing. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman set aside over Rs
3,000 crore for this purpose in
the

In terms of announcements
for Education Sectorin Union
Budget 2021, finance minister
announced the settingup ofa
Higher Education Commis-
sion of India, 100 new Sainik
schools and a central univer-
sity in Leh.

Gorkhas all over India.

"We want constitutional
justice for the Indian Gorkhas
and safeguard of their inter-
ests against things like the
NRC for which we are
demanding the AIGA. The
body will be a national level
body of Gorkhas consisting
of elected
Gorkharepresentatives from
all across the country," Mr
Tamang said.

BUDGET BYTES

Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman along with MoS
finance Anurag Thakur during the post-budget Press confer-
ence, at National Media Centre, in the Capital on Monday. SNS

Budget turns paperiess: From finance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man reading out her 110-minute speech from a tablet to seat-
ing arrangements in tune with pandemic times, there were
quite a few firsts during the presentation of the 2021-22
Union Budget in the Lok Sabha on Monday. Also, for the first
time, the Budget went paperless and members were provided
soft copies of the speech and documents. Sitharaman contin-
ued with the practice of carrying the red-coloured 'bahi khata'.
Only that this time around, tablet replaced papers in the red
bag. SNS

Budget ignored Andhra: Expressing disappointment over the
Union Budget, YSRCP senior leader Vijaya Sai Reddy described
as 'step-motherly treatment' of the state by the Centre. He
rued the Budget ignored Andhra Pradesh which was reeling
under financial problems and waiting for Central help.

Despite support to the NDA government in all its Bills or
initiatives, the state failed to secure any package from the
Centre. SNS

Sena says Maharashtra ignored: The ruling Shiv Sena on Mon-
day said Maharashtra was ighored in the Union Budget while
its allies NCP and Congress termed the annual financial plan as
disappointing amidst the coronavirus pandemic and a move
towards privatisation. Deputy chief minister and state finance
minister Ajit Pawar said: “At a time when country s scientists
gave life to the people by inventing Covid-19 vaccine, the Bud-
get has once again put the public on the path of death”. PTI

CPI claims Union Budget is pro-corporate, nothing for poor:
Criticised the Union Budget, the Communist Party of India (CPI)
on Monday claimed it was pro-corporate and big businesses
and has nothing for the poor. The budget opened up agricul-
ture, insurance sector and 'everything' for foreign direct
investment (FDI), party general secretary D Raja said, adding a
fitting reply would be given for the 'anti-people’' Budget. PTI

Guj Cong dubs Budget as 'huge disappointment': Even as the
industry welcomed the Union Budget 2021-22 presented on
Monday, the Opposition Congress in Gujarat criticised the
annual financial statement, saying it will create more econom-
ic imbalance and increase inflation. According to the Congress,
the budget came as a "huge disappointment” for the common
man hit by inflation, loss of work and unemployment. PTI

MP Cong says hothing for farmers: Madhya Pradesh Congress
president and former chief minister Kamal Nath dubbed the
2021-22 Union Budget as 'highly disappointing’, and said it has
nothing for farmers, who are agitating for over two months
against the Centre's three new farm laws. However, chief min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan hailed the Budget as 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat ka Budget' which would create job opportunities and
fuel growth. PTI

India concerned over military coup in Myanmar: India on Mon-
day expressed concern over the military coup in Myanmar,
saying the rule of law and the democratic process must be
upheld in the country. Reacting to the neighbouring country,
the Ministry of External Affairs said India was monitoring the
situation closely since it had been steadfast in supporting the
democratic transition in Myanmar. According to reports from
Myanmar, the country's powerful military grabbed power in a
coup against the civilian government and imposed a state of
emergency after detaining Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi
and other leaders of her National League for Democracy (NLD)
in the early hours of Monday. SNS
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