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INTERNATIONAL 

The Secretive Deal That 
Rebuilt Vatican-China Ties 

1ONG KONG: (AGENCY) 

secretive deal between the 
atican and Beijing is up for renew- 
| later this year as concerns grow 
hout Ching’s rights record and its 
ghtening grip on churches and 
ergy. Pope Francis kd a ycars-bng 
ffort to build ties with authoritari- 
n China and in 2018 the Holy See 
eached a two-year agreement with 
eijing. 

What is the Vatican-China deal? 
he agreement allows China's com- 
nunist government to nominate 
ishops for the pope's approval, giv- 
ng both sides a say over church 
adership. 

schism in China's Catholic popula- 
tion, previously estimated to be 
around 12 million. 

China severed ties with the 
Holy See in 1951, forcing Catholics 

www.opensearch.co.in 

mon: 
While some hail the 2018 

deal as a pragmatic compromise 
enabling dialogue, others fear that 
China's underground churches will   

re 

In a key concession, Pope 
rancis recognised eight Beijing- 
acked bishops who were previ-   

  

usly excommunicated hecause 
hey were ordained without papal 
pproval. 

The deal -- the details of which 
vere never fully disclosed -- was 
xtended in 2020 and will be up for 
eview this October. Why was the 
eal made? The 2018 provisional 
eal was an attempt to cbse the 

to choose between membership of 
the state-run Chinese Catholic 
Patriotic Association or under- 
ground churches loyal to the pope. 

‘The Communist Party is offi- 
cially atheist and exercises strict 
conirol aver all recognised religious 
institutions, induding vetting ser- 

become even more marginalised. 
Those who operate without 

the Communist Party's blessing say 
they have been targeted by authork. 
ties in recent years, pointing to the 
demolition of underground church- 
es, persecution of members and 
pressure on their dergy to switch 

OPEN SKARCH | 4 

ites 2018 deal was also inked 
at a time when China was cari 
out mass incarcerations af M 
in its far-western Xi 
campaign the United States and 
multipe Western kgislatures have 
declared a genocide. 

fter the deal was renewed, a 
commentary in the Holy See's offi- 
cial newspaper acnowledged 
“many situations of great suffering” 
in China, adding that. the Vatican 
encourages a “more fruitful exer- 

cise opus freedom". 
The United States in 2020 

opposed the deal’s renewal, with 
then-secretary of state Mike 
Pompeo saying the Vatican would 

‘endanger its moral authority" 
Another vocal critic was Hong 

Kong's Cardinal Zen wha accused 
the Vatican of "selling out" China's 
underground Catholic communit 

Zen was arrested this month 
on national security grounds in 
Hong Kong. ‘The charges are not 
linked to his criticism of the deal. 
What are the restrictions on reli- 
gion in China? 
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3 Covid Shots Generate Good Response 

WASHINGTON: (AGENCY) 

The Pfizer-BioNTech Covid 
vaccine is safe and effective 

en aged six 

when given in three doses, 
the companies said in a 

statement Monday. 
The announcement 

comes as the US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
is planning meetings in the 
coming weeks to weigh 
authorizing Covid vaccines 
among the youngest chil- 
dren, the only age group 
who are not yet eligible i in 
most countries, a source of 
concern to many parents. 

Pfizer-BioNTech evalu- 
ated three doses, given at 

In Under-5s: Pfizer-BioNTech 
meet and one-tenth of the dose 

strength for adults, was well 
tokrated and produced a 
strong immune response.” 
said Pfizer CEO Albert 

under-fives 

likely decide 
whether to authorize the 
Pfizer Covid vaccine for 

and 
Moderna vaccine for under- 

the 

  

  
three micrograms, in a clin- 
ical trial and found the vac- Bourla ina statement. "We sixes, which is given as two 
cine evoked a strong bok forward to soon com- shots of 25 micrograms. 
immune response. Side pkting our submissions tn The agency was originally 
effects were similar in the regulators ghbally with the set to evaluate the Pfizer 
vaccineand placcbogroups. hope ofmaling this vaccine vaccine given as two doses 

Vaccine efficacy was availabk to younger chil- in February, but data 
80.3 percent, according toa dren as quickly as possible, showed it did not provoke a 

preliminary estimate subject to regulatory strong enough immune 
ar 

our formulation for the 

youngest children, which 

leased that authorization’ hea 
TDA has tentatively 

scheded three dates in 
shot. 

response in chikiren aged 
two to four. The FDA then 

asked to see data for a third 
  

WHO's World Health 
Assembly Refuses To Admit 
Taiwan Amid China Pressure 
;ENEVA: (AGENCY) Proposal to put offering 

——_—__—_—_— Taiwan permanent observ- 
er status onto the agenda 

Pointing to the stilkr: 
ing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the text warned that "the 
continued exclusion of 
Taiwan from the World 
Health Organization has 
seriously compromised 
WHO's overall disease pre- 
vention efforts, undermine 
the interests of its mem- 

bers, }andjecpardised global 
health.” It also. highlighted 

Taiwan's “excep- 
tional" response to 
the COVID-19 crisis: 
the island of more 

than 23 million peo- 
pk has suffered just 
over 1,300 deaths 
since the start of the 
pandemic. 
"Taiwan's medical 
services and univer- 

sal health care system are 
amang the world's best, 

wing calls to allow making Taiwan an ideal 
wan in as an obscrver, model for many WHO 

specially after the COVID- member states to consider," 
9 pandemic highlighted the text said, insisting the 
he importance of global global community would 
operation on reining in benefit from including 
nfectious diseases. Taiwan. A WHA committee 

‘As wecontinue tofight had discussed the issue 
VID-19 and other behind chsed doors on 
erging health threats, Sunday, and proposed to 

‘aiwan’s isolation from the the full assembly Monday 
re-eminent global health morning to lave the issue 
orum is unwarranted and off the agenda. After two 
indermines inclusive glbbal countries for each side were 
ublic health cooperation,’ asked to present their posi- 
IS Secretary of State tions, the assembly agreed 
intony Blinken said last the issue shoukl not be 
veek. included in the agenda. The 

World Health 

        

     

       
  

   

  

  

‘ganization's annual 
embly refused Monday 

o discuss admitting Taiwan 
o the meeting, under pres- 
ure from China and 
lespite impassioned peas 
rom several countries. 
‘aiwan has been blocked 
rom attending the assem- 
ly in recent years by China, 
vhich considers the island 
renegade province to be 

  

  

eunified with the main- 
and. There have been 

        

  

Atthe start of the 75th proposal _was "political 
Vorld Health Assembly manipulation," China's 
WHA), representatives ambassador Chen Xu told 
rom 13 of WHO's 194 the assembly in his address, 
nember countries, inchid- 
ng Belize, Eswatini, Haiti 
nd Tuvalu, presented a 

alledging it's "true aim is to 
seek independence through 

the pandemic! 

Will Avenge Killing Of Revolu- 

we carefully selected to be 

Air Pollution Linked To Deadly 
Heart Rhythm Disorder: Study 

LONDON: (AGENCY) 

Exposure to high kvels of are 
air pollution is associated 
with a life-threatening 
heart condition, according 

‘The research, 
presented lst week at the 
scientific congress of the 
European Society of 

Cardiebgy (FSC) in Madrid, 
Spain was conducted in 
patients with an implantable 
cardioverter defibrillator 
(ICD), enabling them to 
track the occurrence of 
arrhythmias. 

“Our study suggests 
that people at high risk of 
ventricular arrhythmias, 
such as those with an ICD, 
should check daily poliation 
kevels," said study author 

Alessia Zanni, who works at 
jiare Hospital, Bologna 

tion and 

and was previously at 
Piacenza Hospital Italy. 
"When andiculate matter ~ 
(PM) 2.5 and PM 10 con- arrhythmias in Piacenza, 
fentrations are high -- Northern Italy. 
above 35 microgrammes The European 
per cubic metre (j1g/m3) 
and 50 ug/m3, respectively 
~- it would be sensibk to stay 
indoors as much as possibk 
and wear an N95 mask out- 
side, particularly in areas of 
heavy traffic. An air purifier 
can be used at home," Zanni 
said ina statement 

PM 25 refers to tiny 
pollution particks in the air 
that are two and half 
microns or kss in width, 
whik those with a diameter 
of 10 microns or kss are 
called PM10. 

Outdoor air pollution 
kads to an estimated 4.2 
million premature deaths 
every year, according to the 
World Health Organization. 

ure of 20.8 g/m 

Zanni_ 

Nearly one in five car- 
diavascular disease deaths 

e to dirty air, whic 
was ranked the fourth high- 

est risk factor for mortality 
after high blood pressure, 
tobacco use and poor diet, 
the researchers said The 
study investigated the rela- 
tionship between air pollu- 

ventricular 

Environment Agency 
ed the city 307 worst out of 
323 cities for annual mean 
PM2.5 concentrations in 
2019 and 2020, with 

grad- 

a fig- 
n3. "We had 

observed that emergency 
room visits for arrhythmias 
in patients with ICDs tended 
to cluster on days with par- 
ticularly high air pollution” 

anote 
"We therefore decided 

to compare the concentra- 
tion of air pollutants on days 
when patients had an 

arrhythmia versus pollution 
levels on days without an 
arrhythmia," he added 

he study included 146 
consecutive patients who 

received an ICD between 
January 2012 and 
Becember 2017, Of those, 
98 received an ICD because 

of heart failure after a heart 
attack whik 53 had a genet- 
ic or inflammatory heart 
condition. Just over half (79 
patients) had never experi- 
enced a ventricular sarbyths 
mia, and 67 patients had 

  

previously had the condi- 
tion. Data on ventricular 

arrhythmias (ventricular 
tachycardia and ventricular 
fibrillation) were collected 
remotely from the ICI) until 
study compktion at the end 
of 2017. The researchers 
also recorded the therapy 
delivered by the device. 
‘This included antitachycar- 
dia pacing for ventricular 
tachycardia (fast heart- 
beat), which delivers ekctri- 
cal impulses to the heart 
musck to restore a normal 
heart rate and rhythm. 

Daily kvels of PM10, 
PM2,5, carbon monoxide 

nitrogen dioxide 
{03 and ozone (03) were 
obtained fram Regional 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (ARPA) monitoring 

tionary Guard: Iran President 
EHRAN: (AGENCY) 

ran will avenge the killing of a 
evalutianary Guards colonel who was 
hot dead in Tehran, President 
rahim Raisi warned on Monday. 

ssailants on motorcycks on Sunday 
it Colonel Sayyad Khodai with five 
ullets as he sat in his car outside his 

  

Jran blamed "elements linked to 
bal arrogance" -- the Islamic 

mn lic's term far its arch enemy 
he United States and US allies 
ncluding Israel 

It was the most high-profile 
illing inside Iran since the 
jovember 2020 murder of top 
clear scientist Mohsen 
akhrizadeh. 

Raisi said: "I insist on the serious 
uursuit (of the killers) by security offi- 
ials, and I have no doubt that the 
bod of this great martyr will be 
venged. 

"There is no doubt that the hand 
f gbbal arrogance can be seen in this 
rime," he added, echoing the Guards’ 
ssertion, hefore he travelled to Oman 
vhere he was to meet Sultan Haitham 
in Tariq. 

A memorial service for Khodai 
vas scheduled in Tehran at 5:00 pm 
.cal time (1230 GMT) on Monday. 

The funeral will take place at 8:00 

      

am (0330 GMT) on Tuesday in Imam 
Hossein Square in central ‘Tehran, the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corp 
said ina statement. 

‘The ideobgical arm of Iran's mili- 
tary, the Guards described Khodai as a 
"defender of the sanctuary’, a term 

used for those who work on behalf of 
Iran in Syria or [raq. 

Iran mainiains significant politi- 
cal influence in both countries and has 

cked President Bashar al-Assad's 
regime in Syria's grinding civil war. 
State tckvision noted that Khodai was 
"known" in Syria, where Iran has 
acknowledged’ deploying "military 
advisers", 

The official news agency IRNA 
said Khodai was kilkd by five bullets as 
he returned home Sunday at around 
4:00 pm. The agency published pic- 
tures showing a man slumped over in 

  

the driver's seat of a white car, with 

    

   

  

   

    

blood around the collar of his bie 
shirt and on his right arm. He was 
strapped in with his seat belt, and the 
front window on the passenger side 
had been shot out. 

‘The Fars news agency reported 
that the state prosecutor had visited 
the seen of the killing and ordered 

e "quick identification and arrest 
of the authors of this criminal act". 

The Guards said they had 
arrested several "thugs linked to the 
intelligence agency of the Zioni 
regime," as Iran calls its enemy 
Israel A statement said the suspects 
had been involved in a series of 
crimes, including "robberies, kid- 
nappings and vandalism". "The 
dimensions of this assassination are 

being investigated". said the 
spokesman for the joint chiefs of staff 
of the [ranian armed forces, General 

Aboliaal | Shaka 
's kill 

   

      

        

   ing came as negotia- 
tions stoner Iran and world powers 

to restore a frayed 2015 nuclear deal 
have stalled since March. One of the 
main sticking points is Tehran's 
demand to remove the Guards from a 
US terrorism list -- a request rejected 
by Washington. The 2015 agreement 
gave Iran sanctions relief in exchange 
for curbs on its nucear programme to 
prevent Tehran from developing. 

   

MOSCOW: (AGENCY) 
  

Austrian ex-foreign minis- 
ter Karin Kneissl, who 
once danced with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
at her wedding, has quit a 
board position at Russian 
oil giant Rosneft, the com- 
pany said Monda 

Kneiss] has 
submitted a ketter 
of resignation 
effective from 
Friday, Rosneft 
said ‘in a state- 
ment. The 57- 
ear-old made 
eadlines when 

she invited Putin 
to her wedding in 
2018 and was 
photographed 
dancing with him during 
the event. 

She left the Austrian 
government the followin; 
year and joined the boar 

of Rosneft as an independ- 
ent director in June last 
year, 

ler resignation 
comes after Rosneft 
announced Friday that 
German _ ex-chancellbr 
Gerhard Schroeder was 
leaving the board after five 

stations. 
Patients were assigned 

exposures based on their 
home a 

The researchers 
analysed the association 
between polkitant concen- 
trations and the occurrence 

of ventricular arrhythmias. 
A total of 440 ventricu- 

lar arrhythmias were 
recorded during the study 
period of which 322 were 
treated with antitachycar- 

‘The researchers found 
a significant association 
between PM2.5 kvels and 
ventricular arrhythmias 
treated with shocks, corre- 

‘| sponding to a 1.5 per cent 
increased risk for each 1 
pg/m3 rise in PM2.5. 

-y also found that 
when PM2.5  concentra- 
tions were clvated by 1 
pg/m3 for an entire week, 
compared to average levels, 
there was a 2.4 per cent 
higher likelihood of ventric- 
ular arrhythmias regardless 
of the temperature. 

When PM10 was 1 
ng/m3 above average for a 
week there was a 2.1 per 
cent raised tisk of arthyth- 
mias, according to the 
researchers. "Particulate 
matter may cause acute 
inflammation of the heart 
musck which could act as a 

trigger for cardiac arrhyth- 
mias/" Zanni sai 

“As these toxic partides 
are emitted from power 
plants, industries and cars, 
reen projects are needed 

to protect health, on top of 
the actions individuals can 
take to protect themselves’ 
she adied. 

Austrian Ex-Minister Who Danced With 
Putin Quits Russian Oil Company 

years, a day after Germany 
of official 

for her one-year niandate 
but had told Rosneft in 
March that she would not 
seek a further term on the 
board. Kneiss!'s personal 

  

website includes several 
interviews to RT, a Russian 
state-funded news organi- 
sation, the latest two days 
before Russia unched its 
military aperation — in 
Ukraine on February 24. 

Rosneft in its statement 
thanked Kneissl for her 
work during the "compkx" 
international situation, say- 
ing it was counting on 
future collahoration with 
her as an expert. 

June where experts will 

Briefs News 
Ukraine's Zelensky Appeals For 
More Weapons In Davos Summit 
DAVOS: (AGENCY) 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelnsky used the Davos 
summit on Monday to appeal for more weapons for his 
country and "maximum" sanctions against Moscow. 

Speakin, by videolink, Zelensky told the Work 
Boonie Forum that tens of thousands of lives wouki 
have been saved if Kyiv had received "100 percent of our 
needs at once back in February" when Russia invaded 
Ukraine is is why Ukraine needs all the weapons 
that we ask ‘en, not just the ones that have been Pro: 
vided” sald Zelnsky, Nanked by Usrainian fags and 
‘wearing an olive green T-shirt. Zelensky called for an oil 
embargo on Russia, punitive measures against all its 
banks and the shunnin of its IT sector, adding that all 
foreign companies should kave the county. 

ere shoul not be any trade with Russia.’ he toki 
the gathering of the work's political and business elites, 
"[believe there are still no such sanctions against Russia 
-- and there should be." While the United States, Britain 
and Canada have moved to ban Russian oil and gas, the 
European Union has been divided over imposing similar 
measures. EU members such as Germany and Hungary 
are heavily dependent on energy supplies from Russia, 
‘The war in Ukraine is dominating the discussions in 
Davos, the first WEF meeting in more than two years. 
‘The Covid pandemic forced the cancellation of the 2021 
in-person event and the postponement of this year's 
confab until May. 

China Hits Back After Biden's 
"Flirting With Danger" 
Warning Over Taiwan 

BEIJING: (AGENCY) 

    

Beijing on Monday said it was ready to defend its nation- 
al interests over Taiwan, ina rebuke to US President Joe 
Biden's vow to protect the island from any invasion by 
China. China's Communist Party has never control 
self-ruled Taiwan butit views the island as part of its ter- 

ritory and has vowed to ane day seize it, hy force if need- 
ed. Biden, who is in Tokyo to meet regional allies, earlier 
on Monday warned that China's increasingly assertive 
stance over the island was "flirting with danger" and 
promised to defend Taiwan from any military action by 
its giant neighbour. 

The comments were met with defiance in Beijing, 
with foreign ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin telling 
reporters that "Taiwan is an inalienabe part of China's 

ritory". "The Taiwan issue is a purely internal affair 
China," he vai     
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