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YSRCP’s
colours
whitewashed,
principal secy
suspended

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 31 OCTOBER

Following tremendous out-
rage in social media after a
wall of a village secretariat
in Anantpur district dis-
playing national colours
was painted over with party
colours of rulingYSRCP the
government has suspended
the Panchayat secretary.
Moreover, the building
which was painted in blue
has been whitewashed, lit-
erally. In addition a new
flagpole hasbeen erected in
front of the office of village
secretariatin Tamedapalliin
Amarapuram block of Anat-
apur district. A viral video
which showed a wall dis-
plating the Tricolour being
painted over with bright
blue, evoked tremendous
reaction among publicas well
as Opposition leaders who
castigated the government.
A government order
authorising departmental
secretaries to sue media
houses for what they deem
tobe “ defamatory, baseless
and falsereports” hasraised
the hackles of the media
and drawn flak from Oppo-
sition as well.

People have lost their jobs. The country’s economy lies in shambles. In a
situation like this, people are looking at the Congress once again with hope

FORMER UTTARAKHAND CHIEF MINISTER HARISH RAWAT

RULING HIMSELF OUT OF RACE FOR PITHORAGARH SEAT BYPOLL

Hyderabad onUNESCOIlistas
creativecityofgastronomy

Many chose to trollstate urban developmentminister KTRamaRao when he tweeted thereport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 31 OCTOBER

yderabad has found

a place as a cre-

ative city of gas-

tronomy among 66
citiesin the world which fea-
tures in the latest list of
UNESCO's creative cities net-
work.

Announced on the occa-
sion of World Cities Day, this
latest honour for the four
centuries old city should have
made its denizens proud but
faced with bad roads and
crumbling infrastructure,

many chose to troll state
urban development minister
KT Rama Rao when he tweet-
ed the report.

Besides Hyderabad, Mum-
baitoo hasmadeit to thelist
asacreative city of film. Apart
from these two cities, Chen-
nai and Varanasi are already
on the list for being creative
cities of music. Jaipur too
has made it to the list earlier
asacity for crafts and folk arts.

There are seven creative
fields including craft, folk
arts, media arts, film, design,
gastronomy, literature and
music.

Disciplinaryactiontaken
against doctorsonstrike

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 31 OCTOBER

The one week old indefinite
strike by government doctors
in Tamil Nadu reached a flash
point on Thursday with gov-
ernment started taking strict
including transferring doc-
tors on strike as they defied
the ultimatum to join for duty
without delay. Doctors on
strike who ignored the pres-
sure tactics of government
intensified the strike.

Doctors affiliated to Fed-
eration of Government Doc-
tors’ Association (FOGDA)
striking fortune past seven
day and the government ini-
tiated action by issuing trans-
fer orders to 500 of them
today. A break in notice regard-
ing the transfer has been sent
to the medicos, including
Dean oaf a government hos-
pital, assistant professors and
doctors.

Awarning of declaring the
protestors’ seats vacant has
also been issued, even as
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami asking them to
get back to work without any
further delay.

Meanwhile FODGA con-
venor Dr. C Sundaresan stat-
ed that five fasting doctors were
admitted to the ICU of Rajiv
Gandhi Government Gener-
al Hospital (RGGGH) in Chen-
nai. At the same time three
more (including two women)
started indefinite hunger strike
from this morning, he added.
The protestors said they are
keen to continue with the
indefinite strike until the gov-
ernment meets their demands
and the CM gives an audience
to them. Nearly 16,000 gov-
ernment doctors across Tamil
Nadulaunched an indefinite

strike on October 25 over four
demands. The doctors belong
to various groups under the
Federation of Government
Doctors Association (FOGDA)
in the state.

The state government has
however refused to give in to
their demands. The Health
department pointed out that
FOGDA is not recognised by
the government and that the
only recognised doctors' asso-
ciation pulled out of the strike
on Tuesday night after talks
with the state government.

State Health Minister, C
Vijaya Baskar on wednesday
stated that the posts of more
than 4,000 doctors would be
replaced through fresh recruit-
ment or internal transfers.
Vijaya Baskar also mentioned
that nearly 5,483 doctors are
awaiting posting orders and
has issued directions to fill the
vacant posts with them if the
protests continue.

"We were waiting patient-
ly for the strike to end. FOGDA
is not recognised by the gov-
ernment. While the doctors
of Tamil Nadu Government
Doctors Association, the recog-
nised one withdrew the strike
after the meeting. We will not
allow the healthcare services
offered should not be hin-
dered,” he said.

Meanwhile, speaking to
reporters in Salem on Thurs-
day, Mr. Palaniswami appealed
to the protestors to consider
the situation of the under-
privileged people and with-
draw the strike. “The govt..
spends Rs 1.24 crore to create
one physician and they are
respected like God. They
should think aboutit and get
back to work. The health min-
ister has promised to con-
sider their demands,” he said.

‘Security ismorethan
eventmanagement’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 31 OCTOBER.

Expressing concern over
reports about cyber attack on
the country's nuclear plants
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
today slammed Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Union
home minister Amit Shah say-
ing that national security
involved something more than
event management.

Owaisi took to the micro-
blogging site Twitterand
expressed concern over reports
of a North Korean group hack-
inginto India's latest nuclear
plant at Kudankulam and pos-
ing a major security breach.

“An attack by a known mal-
ware raises serious questions
about safety of our nuclear

An attack by a known mal-
ware raises serious ques-
tions about safety of our
nuclear assets

ASADUDDIN OWAISI
AIMIM CHIEF

”»

assets,” wrote Mr Owaisi, a
staunch criticof Mr Modi. He
took adigatboth Mr Modi for
reducing the expenditure on
defence as well as at Mr Shah
for being zealous over extend-
ing NRC to states other than
Assam.

“National securityis more
than just event management
and make believe, ” said the
Hyderabad MP who has
opposed the NRC exercise
sayingitis aimed at only Mus-
lim minorities in the country.

However, authorities at the
nuclear power plant have
issued a denial to the the
claims of security researchers
saying that since the nuclear
plant control system are stand
alone and not connected to
internet cyber attack can be
ruled out.

According to the
UNESCO'swebsite, there are
246 cities worldwide com-
mitting with UNESCO to
place culture and creativity
at the centre of their devel-
opment strategies and to
share their best practices.
Byjoining the UNESCO Cre-
ative Cities Network cities
commit to sharing their best
practices and developing
partnerships involving the
public and private sectors as
well as civil society in order
to strengthen the creation,
production, distribution and
dissemination of cultural
activities, goods and ser-
vices.

They also pledge to devel-
op hubs of creativity and
innovation and broaden
opportunities for creators
and professionalsin the cul-
tural sector. Hyderabad is
known forits gastronomical
delicacies which are a part of
rich culture and Nizami lega-
cy including its distinctive
Biryani which is very differ-
ent from that of Lucknow,
Haleem as well as Irani teaand
Osmania biscuit, offering a

balance between salty and
sweet tastes.

However, Hyderabadis
seem to beless than impressed
due to their daily harrowing
experience, wrestling with
poor infrastructure, bad roads
with potholes, the ongoing

strike of bus workers leaving
them without much options
in terms of public transport.

Many instead chose to
lash out at the minister for the
poor road infrastructure which
has taken aworse turn due to
prolonged rains.
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