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First floor of Ram temple
will also be ready by Jan
2024: The first floor of the
Ram temple is also likely to
be inaugurated on January
22 next year when the
consecration of Ram Lalla
will take place at the tem-
ple’ s sanctum-sanctorum
in Ayodhya. Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust has decided to com-
plete construction work of
the first floor of the tem-
ple by December 31 this
year. Nripendra Misra,
chairman of the commit-
tee, reviewed the
progress of the construc-
tion work on the temple
on Monday. IANS

Reckless driving, braking
cause most accidents,
study reveals: A recent
study conducted by the
UPSRTC (State Road Trans-
port Corporation) driving
institute in Kanpur has
highlighted that reckless
driving and braking consti-
tute the primary cause of
bus accidents, contribut-
ing to over 50 per cent of
the total incidents. The
study has also identified
the time window between
12:15 PM and 3:18 PM as
the period when the most
accidents occur. IANS

Over 5 lakh
tourists to visit
Varanasi on Dev
Deepawali

LUCKNOW, 7 NOVEMBER

Over 5lakh tourists are expect-
ed to arrive in Varanasi this
year for the Dev Deepawali
celebrations.

Special security arrange-
ments are being made to
copewith the rush of pilgrims.

Astatehome department
official said: “To ensure safe-
ty and security of pilgrims, the
district administration has
divided Kashi’s 84 ghatsinto
ninezones, 11 sectors, and 32
sub-sectors. Police teams will
be deployed at all ghats and
adjoining streets.

"In addition, 20 units of
quickresponse team, 11 spe-
cialised teams equipped with
loudhailers, and anti-Romeo
squads will be deployed at
busy ghats.” IANS

CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan had formed the government by stealth for the
fourth time after toppling our government in 2020. The PM has been coming
to Madhya Pradesh several times, but his visit will not have any impact here.

SENIOR CONGRESS LEADER ANAND SHARMA

ADDRESSING A PRESS CONFERENCE

BJP accepteddefeat:Baghel
OnED, ITraidsduringpolls

‘Centralagencieswilltakeashortbreakafter17 November, they'lireturntoaction beforeLSelections’

AGENCIES
RAIPUR, 7 NOVEMBER

hhattisgarh Chief

Minister Bhupesh

Baghel said on Tues-

day that the BJP has
accepted defeat in Chhattis-
garh and the central agencies
will take a short break and
return toraid again before the
Lok Sabha election.

Baghel said, "BJP has
accepteditsdefeat as theyare
using agencies to target oppo-
sition leaders. They (ED, IT)
will take a short break. After
November 17, they will take
a break. They also have fam-
ilies. Before Lok Sabha (elec-
tions), theywill again return."

He also hit out at the for-
mer Chief Minister of the
state Raman Singh.

"Whoever has been caught
with moneyhas a photograph
of themselves with Raman
Singh. The day before yes-
terday, no one knew Shubham
Soni. All of a sudden, he has
become the owner of the
Mahadevapp.Andheissuch

an owner who spends Rs 250
crore on the wedding of his
servant. He would be the first
person to do this," Baghel
said.

"Two officers used to live

with Raman Singh, and they
used to make up similar sto-
ries. Thisis all planted," Baghel
said.

The EDinits probeinto the
Mahadev betting app case

had last week claimed that a
forensic analysis and a state-
ment made by a 'cash couri-
er' have led to 'startling alle-
gations' that Mahadev betting
app promoters paid about

Rs 508 crore to Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Baghel so far,
and that "these are the sub-
jectmatter of investigation."

He also alleged that ever
since Ajit Pawar joined the BJP
his name was removed from
the probe of ED, as per reports.

Baghelsaid, "As Ajit Pawar
joined the BJP, his name was
removed from the ED. Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma is Chief Min-
ister now, his name was in
Saradha Chit Fund corruption.

There are many examples
like this where, after being
washed in 'Modi Washing
Powder', all the stains are
cleaned. "

Votingfor the first phase of
the Chattisgarh Assembly polls
for20seatsin the state's south-
ernregion began on Tuesday
morning amid tight security.
Of the 20 constituencies that
are witnessing polling in the
state, 12 are from the Bastar divi-
sion. Chhattisgarh, which has
a90-member houseis under-
going elections in two phas-
es, with the second phase
scheduled for 17 November.

NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY 08 NOVEMBER 2023

Wasnotinformed aboutselection
of CIC,ICs: Adhir Chowdhury

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 7 NOVEMBER

Congressleaderin Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhuryhas
alleged that all democratic
norms were “thrown to the
wind” on the selection of the
central information com-
missioner (CIC) and infor-
mation commissioners (ICs).

He also alleged that he
was totally kept in the dark
about the selection of the
officers.

Notably, President Droupa-
di Murmu administered the
oath of office to Heeralal
Samariya as CIC in the Cen-
tral Information Commis-
sionataceremonyheld at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here on
Monday. In hisletter addressed
to the President, Chowdhury
on Monday wrote, “Itis with
extreme sadness and aheavy
heart that I bring to your
notice that all democratic
norms, customs and proce-
dures were thrown to the
wind in the matter of selec-
tion of the CIC and ICs. The
Right to Information Act,
2005, in consonance with our
democratic norms and tra-
ditions envisages that the
voice ofthe Opposition toois
heardin the process of selec-

tion of CIC and ICs.”

“To meet this democratic
end, the leader of the largest
opposition party in Lok Sabha
serves as a Member of the
Selection Committee which
is chaired by the Prime Min-
ister, with the Home Minis-
ter being the other Member.
I, despite being a Member of
the Selection Committee inmy
capacity as the Leader of the
largest Opposition Party in Lok
Sabha, was totallykeptin the
darkaboutthe selection of the
CIC and ICS, at the meeting
thatwasheld attheresidence
of the Prime Minister on 3
November,” he said.

Chowdhurysaid, “Thefact
thatwithin hours of the meet-
ing in which only the Prime
Minister and the Home Min-
ister were present and the
‘face of the opposition’, that
is, me, asabonafide member
ofthe Selection Committee was
not present, the names of the
selected candidates were
announced, notified and also
sworn into office, only indi-
catesthat the entire selection
exercise was predetermined.
Youwill appreciate the fact that
the process, asitunfolded with-
inashortspan, isnotconducive
for your democratic ethos
and norms.”
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