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Communal wolence in J&I< town, curfew on

ARUN SHARMA
Sammy, May 16

COMMUNAL VIOLENCE
BROKE aut in fhaderwah
town of Doda district on
Thursday morning s the
killing uf 2 man triggoned
protests in theavea, Wiz ihe
victimsiam llylahedbuven
targeted a1 susplclon nf bning
Invalved (n cantle trada, the
Doda dlstekes administrathon
ruled vut tow vigilantism as
tirareason hrhind the muder.

According Lo susrees,

ldnut of QHIa Mnlulla !n
Ithader

baingc

Omnrthnmnnxmupmr-

from Bastl village with two
atheis, when he was shot by
samo peoplo af Nalthi bridge
araund 2 anm on Thursday.
Quoting one of the men
accompanying Shal, identi-
fiwd as Yakir Hussain, sources
sald whon the men reachod
near Nalthi  bridge, they
reticed some seople hiding
biehind the bushes These poa-
ple allegediy started aburing
ihem and accused them of

a torch to ahow that they were
taking mules, not cows, But
somease fleed from behingd the
Inishies, Killing Stah on the spot.
Iussaln amd the other rian

illis Meshali
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Family facing GM brinjal
storm: ‘What’s our crime’

I.:Atnr,mcmaldenuafqdllu
Mohalla staged protests at
Nalthi biridge, They refued to
fake Shali's body il the
accused were arrested. The
protests continbiod fok nearly
fourhours,
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NOTICE

In compliance with Regutation 47(1)(a) of Sceuritics and Exchange Board
of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosurc Requitements) Rcgulations.
2015, noticc is hereby given that 331* meeting of Board of Dircctors will
be held on Monday, 27 May 2019, to conside, infer alia, audited financial
results of the Company tor the year ended 31 March 2019,

206(01dNa 80), Ward No |,

119, Ballari Districl
ww sandurgroup com

| bythe state government rec-

SIWACH
Ralla (Fatehabad), May 14

“"WHAT CRIME HAVE we
commilted,” asks Miro Rani,
the fear visible on her face,
Ranl i thewif eofIsharSalnl,
a brinjal farmer near Ratla
townin Fatehabad.

The Sainis, who have
grown brinjal on the three
kanals (less than half-an.
acre) of land they own, arc at
the centre of abrewling storin
over the use of Bt brinjal or
other genetlcally modifled
crops inllaryana.On Thurs-
day,a panelof exgerts setup

ommended that thelrcrop
be uprooted immediately.

Officials sald the rec-
omimendation is based on
areport by the National

Notice of the Board Meeting is also available on Company's website at

www sandurgrovp.com and on thc wcbsitc of BSE Limited at
www . bseindiacom

for The Sandur Manganese & lron Ores Limited
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Divya Ajith

Company Sccretary &

Complloiwe Officer
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found that samples from
Saini's farm arc not Bt
brinfal but come under
genelically  modified
(GM)crop
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Govt panel says Saini will have to destroy his crop

In 2010, the central gov-
ernment had imposed a
moratorium, leaving Bt cot-
ton as the only genetlcally
modified crop permitted for
cultivation in the country.

“The committee has sub-
altted its report. The crap
thould be buried decp
bencaththecartherbumtao
that it doesn’l Afect nelgh
bouring fokis,"says Praf KC

SIngh,  vico-chanceltor,
Haryana Agrlculture Uni-
versity (HAU)

“We could have con-
ducted the tcst here (In
HAU) but the central gov-

s

The Sainis, who have
grown brinjal on the three
kanals (lass than half-an-
acre) of land they own,
areatthe cantre ofa
brewing storm ovar the
useof Bt brinjal or other
genetically madifled
cropsin Haryana
—

man running a nursery in
Fatchabad told him about
Ratla's farm,” sald Chaud-
hary, a former professor at
Rohtak’s Maharshl
D: (MDU).

ar
only the NBPGR to handle
such issues.Wecan’tdeny
thelrreport},"says Singh.

The Haryana govern-
ment’s panel of experts
included the heads of the
microblologyand biotech-
nology departments of
HAU, and (he: JoInt dircctor
of Haryana Horticulture
Department

Salnl’scropd came on the
offlclal radar after a group
of actlvists informed the
blotech ragulator, Genetic
and Genetlc
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Engincering  Appralsal
Committee ((iEAC), about
the presence of suspected
Bt brinjal at the farm.

The groupwas tipped of f
by Ralinder Chaudhary, an
actlvist who runs Kudrat!
Khetl Abhlyan, which Is
assoclaled with the Coall-
tion fora GM-Free Indla,
about four weeks ago “One
of my friends wanted to
grow peat-free brinjal for
his kitchen garden and a

According to Saini, the
crop was from saplings pur-
chased fromavendortn Dab-
wall ‘The vendor, he says, has
since gone missing,

“My son Jeewan along
withournelghbourlogender
Dhindsahadgonoto Dabwall
(o purchase brinjal saplings
from a roadside vendor in
December 2017 The vendor
claimed that samplings are
frec from any insccts, espe-
clally sundl (shoot borer). He
charged ¥7 per plant, which
{s5even timas higherthan for
normal brinjal plants. Both
the famllles bought 1,200
plants,”says Salnl.

Salni's neighbour
Dhindsa says shoot borer
Infectod his plants and that
he destroyed his crop In
December 2018, But Saini
managed lo sustaln the crop
byusing pesticides.”I sold my
crop In the Ratlamarket for
about ¥20,000 last year but
nobodycomplained.Weused
the brinals at our home but
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TAKE SOLUTIONS LTD

we never felt any harm€ul
impact.This year, too,wesold
thecrop forabout €12,000.
Butafter the advice of gov-
ernment of(lclals, we have
stopped gelling it since the
last 20days,%says Saini.

“After my nelghbour's
crop got destroyed, we went
to Dabwall to scarch for the
vendor wha cheated us
but could not find him,”says
Sainl,

According to Chaudhary,
the activist, "a preliminary
lateral (low strip test was
conducted, which showed a
positive result of the sus-
pected sample being trans-
genlcwith BeCrylACT,which
isagenc Jinked to Btbrinjal.

The actlvists also sent
samples to the GEAC,
demanding that it Investl-
gate the cascand take legal
action against the source of
supplyofthe sceds.“In addi-
tion to finding Lhe extent of
cultivation and  action
againstentiee seed/seedling
supply networkof illegal Bt
brinjal,wealsodemand the
destructlon of all Bl brinjal
plots. However, simultane-
ously wv demand that no
penal actlon should betaken
agalnst farmers who have
been duped Into cultivating
these illegal seeds Rather,
farmers must be fully com-
pensated for destruction of
theirstandingcrop,’ the rep-
resentation states

Based on this representa-
tlon,officlals say, the Union
ministey of environment,
forest and climate change
asked the Haryana govern-
ment to take necessary
actlonafterverilylng facls on
ground.

In a letter sent to the
Haryana chief secretary,
Chaudharywrote: “The for-
matlon of an exparts com-
mittectostudyhaalth effects
afresh s grosaly illegal...
when an Indefinite morato-
rium placed by the govern-
mant of Indla on rolaase of
BTbrinjal Is still in place and
no GM brinjal has been
approved for cultlvation In
Tndia ti1! date. You are duty
bound toimmediately iden-
tiry the supply chain of Bt
brinjal being cultivated in
Haryana and plug Itbestdes
destroyingthe extantcrop. It
appearsthat by delaying tak-
ing required actlon,you are
facllitating the destruction
ofevidence,”

When contacted by The
Indian Express,R K Chauhan,
joint director, Haryana Envi-
ronment Department, sald:
“In a meeting on Tuesday,
Haryana chief secretary D §
Dhesl tias also asked of ficers
of the horticulture depart-
ment to conduct a survey to
locate BL Brinjal crop, I f any,
in all the 22 districts of the
state”

Subhash  Poonla, a
Haryana farmers’leader,says
the farmer should not be
harassed in the process.
"Theyare innocent farmers.
They don’t know about Il
cf(ects of genetically modi-
fied crops,”hesays

®
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