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NOTICE 

ln compliance with Regulation 47(1)(a) of Securities and Exchange Board 
of rndia (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requi1 cmcnls) Rcgu\otions. 
20 1 5, notice is hereby given that 13 l w meeting uf Bo:\rd o[Direclors wil l  

be held on Monday, 27 May 2019, to conside1, intel' aJia, audited financial 
resulls of the Company for lhe year ended 3 1  March 2019, 

Notice of the Board Meeting is also available on Company's website at 
www.sandurgroup.com and on lhc website of BSE Limited at 
www.bsei11dia.com 

Place: Bangalore 
Date: 1 6  Ma lOI C/  

for The Sundur Manganese & iron Ores Limited 
Sd/­

Divyo Aj ith 
Company Sec1•ctary & 

Com l lo 1 1ce Officer 
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Family facing GM brinjal 
storm: 'What's our crime' 
SUKHBIR SIWACH 
R■U.. .'(F..11tt1h1h1ui)

1 
t-1 .. y li!i 

"WHAT CRIME HAVE we 
commlltcd,- a1k1 Miro Rani, 
thr foar vl.1iblc on her (ace, 
Rani i� thcwifeoflsh.arSalnl, 
.i brlnlal former nc.ir R.itla 
town in hteh;1bild. 

The Saints, who have 
grown brln/.11 on the three 
kanala (Jl!ss th.in half-an• 
acre) of land they own, arc at 
the cl!ntrc of a brewing atonn 
over thl! use of Bt brlnlal or 
olher gcnellcally modlflcd 
crops in llary.rnil. On Thurs­
di'.1.y,a panel of c:ni:pert, setup 
by the state government rec-

om mended lhal lhclrcrop 
be uprooted imml!dialcly. 

Offlcials nld the rec­
om1nendation is b;ised on 
;i report by the National 
Bureau for Plant Genetic 
Resourcl!s (NBPGR),whkh 
found th;i.t um pies from 
Salnl's farm .arc not Bt 
brinjal but come under 
genelically modifil!d 
(GM)crop 
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In 2010, the central gov­
ernment had Imposed a 
moratorium, le;iv\nc Bt cot­
ton as the only Renetlci!.lly 
modiCled crop permitted for 
cultivation In the country, 

�The committee hils sub­
mitted ltt re 1,or1. The Crnp 
1houM b,i b\/rlnff dei!p 

��f::����!�t��':l!'�d��
0

• 
bourlnt1, flGlch,'"1Jv1 Pm( KC 

Sln.:hj ylco•ch111lctlfor, 
H3.ryan;a Agriculture Uni­
ver.sily (HAU) 

•we could h;i.vc con­
ducted lhe tcgt here (In 
HAU) but the cenlral gov­
ernment h:is authenticated 
only the NBPGR to handle 
,uch issuu. Wt can't deny 
their c"port):uya Singh. 

The ff;iryana govern· 
mcnt's panl!I of expcrls 
included tlie hl!ad, of the 
microbiology and biotech­
nology departments of 
HAU, ar,d lht• lolnt director 
of Hary;1n;i Horliculture 
Departm,nt 

Si!lttl'� crop� ca.me on the 
orflclal radar a(tl!r a group 
of actlvl&ta Informed the 
blotcch r11gulator, Genelk 
Manlpulallon and Gl?nl!lk 
Engineering Appnlu.1 
CommiUu (11EAC), .ibout 
thl? prcu.nct of suspected 
Dt brlnl;il al the f.irm. 

The groupwtas tipped off 
by Rallnder Chaudhary, an 
actlvlat who runs Kudratl 
Khetl Abhlyan, which Is 
a.�,ocl;i.lcd with the Ca:111-
tion for ii GM•Free Jndla, 
about four weala aflo •one 
of my frl1nds w:mted to 
grow pc1t-rrc11 brln].11 for 
hi, kitchen garden and ;i 

The Salnls, who have 
grown brlnjal on th• thrH 
kanal1 OH■ than haff-an­
acr■) of land they own1 

are at th■ cantr■ of■ 
br■wihU storm over the 
use of Bt brln}al OI' other 

g«141lcolly mad/fled 
crops tn Haryan• 
-

man running a nursery In 
Filtchabad told him about 
Ratla's farm," uld Chaud­
hary, a former profeHor at 
Rohtak', Maharshl 
Dayanand Universlty(MOU). 

According to Saini, the 
crop wo1s from upllng, pur­
chased from a vendor In Dab• 
wall. 11,e Vl'ndor, hi!: uys, has 
since gonl! missing, 

•My aon fetwan along 
with our neighbour logendcr 
Dhlndsa had gono to Dab wall 
lo purchase brlnl;il sapllngli 
from a roadaide vandor in 
December 2017 The vendor 
claimed that umpllngs are 
(rec from any ln1ects, espe­
claltysundl (shoot borer). He 
charged '7 par plant, which 
II ,even llma, hlghcr1han for 
normal brlnl31 j\!11nts. Both 
the fomlllos bought 1,200 
plants,"saya S.ilnl. 

Si'.1.lnl'a neighbour 
Dhindaa saya ehoot borer 
lnfoctod his plant& and that 
he dcstroy11d hla crop In 
December 201B. But Saini 
m;i.nagcd lo ,u,staln the crop 
byu,ln& pHllcldu;•J sold my 
crop in the R.itla market for 
about '20,000 l.11t year but 
nobodycomplillned.Weused 
the brlnlala at our home but 

we Til!!Ver felt ilny harmful 
impact. This )'l!at, too, we sold 
the crop tor about ,12,000. 
But .iftcr the advice of gov­
ernment o((lclals, WI! have 
stopped telltng It 1lnce the 
las I 20day!i,'1ay1 Saint 

•Aller my n1?lghbour'1, 
crop ROt destroyed, we went 
to Dabwall to search for the 
vendor who cheated u.s 
bul could not find hl111,"say.s 
Saini. 

According to Chaudhary, 
the activist, •a preliminary 
lateral now strip test was 
conducted, which showl!d a 
poslllve n:sult of the sus­
pected umplt being trans­
genlcwith BtC,yJAC-,whlch 
is ilgene linked to Btbrlnjal. 

Thi! ntlvlsts :;iilso ,cnt 
samples lo lhl! GEAC, 
demanding that it lnvl!.stl­
galc the case .ind take legal 
action ag:iinst the source of 
supplyofthe seeds.•Jn addi­
tion to finding lhe l!!Xtent of 
cultivatlon and action 
;i.gainst l!ntlrc sl!cd/seedllng 
supply nelwork o(illeg:;iiJ Bt 
brlnjal, we alto d<!m;i.nd the 
dci;lrucllon of all Bt brlnJal 
plots. However, simultane­
ously wo demand that nO 
penal .ictlon should betaken 
ilgalnst farmers who have 
been duped Into cultivating 
these illegal Sl!l!dl Rather, 
farmers mu,t be fully com­
pensilled for destruction of 
thl!irstandlng crop: the rep­
resent;ation sbtf:S 

BaHd on this representa­
tlon,orficlals say, the Union 
mlnlslry of e1wlron11umt, 
forest and climate change 
asked lhe Haryana govern­
ment lo takl! nl!ccs�ary 
:icllonancrvcr1fylng foclson 
ground. 

In ii letter sent to the 
Hary.rn;i chief &ecrelary, 
Ch:iudharywrotc: •The for• 
matlon of an exparl.t com­
mltlcc to studyhoalch e(Cccls 
afrc1h la grouly llll!gal ... 
whl!n lln Indefinite morato• 
rium pl1iccd by the go\'l!rn· 
ment of lndla on raloase of 
BTbrlnlal Is .ttlll In pl.ice and 
110 OM brlnJal hu bl!en 
approved for culllvatlon In 
India tlll date. You arc duty 
bound to fmmedlalcly Iden­
tify the supply chain of Bt 
brlnl.il being culllvated in 
Haryana and plug It be,ldes 
destroying the extant crop. It  
appcilrS th,1t by dl!l:iylng tak­
ing required actlon,you are 
facllllatlng the dl!llruction 
ofevldcncl!,• 

When contacted by The 
f,idiat1 Ezprl.lJS, R K Chauhan, 
joint director, Haryana En\'i­
ronment Dep:irtment, nld: 
•in a ml!!etlng on Tueaday, 
Haryan:;ii chief .secretary D S 
Dhesl t,u also asked offlcer.s 
of lhl! horticulture dl!part­
ment to conduct .a survey lo 
locale BL Brlnlal crop, lf;iny, 
in all the 22 districts of the 
st;ite• 

Subha.sh Poonla, a 
H;i.ry.tna farmcu'leilder,says 
the fo1rmcr should not be 
haraucd in thl! proceas. 
•They are lnnoctnt farmers, 
Thi!)' don't know about Ill 
e(Cccls of genetically modi­
fled crops,•h,uy, 
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