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June 07, 2021 
 

National Stock Exchange of India Ltd 
Listing Department 
Exchange Plaza, 5th Floor, Plot No: C/1,  
G - Block, Bandra — Kurla Complex,  
Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400 051 
NSE Symbol: ORCHPHARMA 
 

BSE Limited 
Corporate Relationship Department 
1st floor, New Trading Ring, Rotunda 
Building,  
P J Towers, Dalal Street, Fort 
Mumbai - 400 001 
BSE Code: 524372 

Luxembourg Stock Exchange 
Bourse de Luxembourg 
BP 165, L-2011 Luxembourg Siege social 
11, avenue de la Portal - Neuve 

London Stock Exchange 
10 Paternoster Square 
London 
EC4M 7LS 
United Kingdom 
 

 
Sub: Newspaper Publication for Book Closure and e-voting process for the Extra Ordinary 

General Meeting 
 
Dear Sir/Madam  
 
Pursuant to Regulation 47 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 
Regulations, 2015 and in compliance with MCA General circular No.20/2020 dated May 5, 2020 
read with General circular No. 14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, General circular No. 17/2020 dated 
April 13, 2020 and SEBI Circular dated May 12,2020, please find enclosed herewith the Copies of 
newspaper advertisement published in the newspapers i.e., Business Standard (English) and 
Makkal Kural (Tamil) for giving notice of the date and time of the Extraordinary General Meeting 
of the Company to be held on Tuesday, June 29, 2021 at 11:30 A.M. (IST) through Video Conference 
(“VC”) / Other Audio Visual Means (“OAVM”), procedure for registering / updating email 
addresses, Book Closure and e-voting details for the purpose of convening EGM of the Company. 
The same can be accessed on the website of the Company at www.orchidpharma.com. 

 
 
Kindly take the above on your records. 
 
Thanking you, 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
For Orchid Pharma Limited 

 
 
Nikita K 
Company Secretary 
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ெச�ைன, ஜ!� 7– 
வடபழ& ேகா*+-. 

ெசா/தமான 2.250 ேகா8 
ம9:;லான 5.5 ஏ-க> ?ல@ைத 
ABCDளதாக இ�G இ/H சமய 
அற?ைலய@Hைற அைமLச> 
;.ேக.ேசக>பாM ெதN*@தா>.

ேகா�� �ல"க# த%யா'களா� 
ஆ*+ர-*க.ப0வைத இ45 சமய 
அற�ைலய 5ைற அ:ம;*கா5 
எ=>? அவ' @Aனா'. 

த-ழக? EFவ;G? 12 
ஆJ0களாக ;K.பLக# 
நைடெபறாத ேகா��கைள 
கண*ெக0Q5 R?பாSேஷக? 
நடQத.ப0? எ=றா'.  இத%ைடேய 
ெச=ைன வடபழ% EKக= 
ேகா�U� R?பாSேஷக? நைடெபற 
உ#ள5. இைதெயாWX ;K.பLக# 
நட45 வK+=றன. இ.பLகைள 
இ45 சமய அற�ைலயQ 5ைற 
அைமYச' ேசக'பாZ ேந[> ஆ\] 
ெச\தா'.   

அ.ேபா5 அவ' @>ைக^�, 
வடபழ% EKக= ேகா^U� 
�ைர�� R?பாSேஷக? நடQத.பட  
உ#ள5. இ"R மணம*க# உைட 
மா[>? அைற, த"R? அைறக# 
�ைர��  கWட.ப0?. த-ழக? 
EFவ;G? 12 ஆJ0களாக 
;K.பL நைடெபறாத  
ேகா^�கைள கண*ெக0Q5 
R?பாSேஷக? நடQத.ப0?. ` 
�பQ5 நட4த  மJைட*கா0 
பகவ; அ?ம= ேகா^�, ஆகம 
�;கa=பX Zனரைம*க.ப0?. 

அரb மKQ5வமைனகa� 
உ#ள ெகாேரானா ேநாயாaக#, 
அவ'கள5 உத�யாள'கc*R  

ஊரட"R EXe? வைர இ45 
சமய அற�ைலQ5ைற சா'S� 
ெதாட'45 உண]  ெபாWடல"க# 
வழ"க.ப0?. ெச=ைனைய 
ெபாKQதவைர உண]*R தW0.பா0  
இ�ைல. உண] இ�லாத �ைல 
ஏ[பWடா� அத[கான நடவX*ைக 
எ0*க.ப0? எ=றா'.   

2.250 ேகா8OP 
5.5 ஏ-க> ?லQ ABM

ெச=ைன^� வடபழ% 
ேகா�G*R ெசா4தமான 250 
ேகாX ம;.Z#ள ெசாQ5*கைள 
த-ழக அரb iW0#ள5. 
சாU+ராம? கா4; நகj� த%யா' 
வளாக"க#, கா�வா\களா� 
ஆ*+ர-*க.பWXK4த 5.5 
ஏ*க' �லQைத அற�ைலயQ5ைற 
iW0#ள5. iWக.பWட ேகா�� 
�ல"கைள அைமYச' S.ேக.ேசக' 
பாZ ேநj� ெச=> பா'ைவ^Wடா'.   

இதைனQெதாட'45 அவ' 

ெச\;யாள'கaட? @>ைக^�, 
 ேகா�� �ல"கa� 

RX^K.ேபா' யாK? அ4த 
இடQ;[R உjைம*ேகார EXயா5. 
ேகா�� �ல"க# த%யா'களா� 
ஆ*+ர-*க.ப0வைத இ45 சமய 
அற�ைலய 5ைற அ:ம;*கா5. 
த-ழக அரb 30 நாWக# �ைற] 
ெச\5#ள5. இ5 Xெர\ல' 
தா=. இ% தா= ெம^= S*ச' 
பா'.l'க#. யா' தவ> ெச\தாG? 
சWட? த= கடைமைய ெச\e?. 
த-ழகQ;� உ#ள அைனQ5 
ேகா��கaG? இ% த-m� 
அ'Yசைன ெச\ய.ப0?. எ4ெத4த 
ேகா�U� த-m� அ'Yசைன 
ெச\ய.பட��ைல எ=ப5 
கJடAய.ப0?. அைனQ5 
சா;^னK? அ'YசகராR? 
;WடQைத �j]ப0Q5வ5 RAQ5 
EதலைமYச' ெதj�.பா' எ=> 
அவ' @Aனா'.  

ெச�ைன, ஜ!�. 7–
தRக@9P ெதா�ைமயான, 

Mராதன ேகா*Pகைள 
பாHகா-க ேவTCQ எ�GQ, 
ேகா*PகV� கண-.கைள 
ம@9ய கண-.@தX-ைக Hைற 
தX-ைக-. உBபC@தZQ, 
[ைலகைள பாHகா-க 
ம@9ய [ைல கட@தP தC:M 
;Nைவ உ\வா-கZQ தRழக 
அர]-. ெச�ைன ஐேகா>B 
உ@தர*BCDளH. 

த-ழக? EFவ5? உ#ள 
ெதா=ைமயான ேகா��கைள 
பா5கா.ப5 ெதாட'பாக, 2015 ? 
ஆJ0 ெச=ைன உய' n;ம=ற? 
தாமாக E=வ45 வழ*ைக 
�சாரைண*R எ0Q5* ெகாJட5. 
த-ழகQ;� இ45 சமய அற�ைலயQ 
5ைற கW0.பாWX� 44 ஆ^ரQ5 

121 ேகா��க# உ#ளன. இ;� 8,450 
ேகா��க# q> ஆJ0கc*R E= 
கWட.பWடைவ. இைவ Zராதன 
ேகா��களாக கKத.ப0+=றன. 
44 ஆ^ர? ேகா��கa� 32 
ஆ^ரQ5 935 ேகா��க# ந�ல 
�ைல^� இK.பதாக]?, 6,414 
ேகா��க# tAய uரைம.Z. 
பLக# ெச\ய ேவJXய �ைல^� 
இK.பதாக]?, 530 ேகா��க# 
பா; t;லமைட45#ளதாக]?, 
716 ேகா��க# EFைமயாக 
t ; ல ம ை ட4 5 # ள த ா க ] ? 
அற�ைலயQ 5ைற தர.S� 
ெதj�*க.பWட5. பா; 
t;லமைட4த, EFைமயாக 
t;லமைட4த இ4த ேகா��கைள 
eெனwேகா �;கa=பX uரைம*க 
நடவX*ைக எ0*க.பW0 
வKவதாக]? அற�ைலயQ 5ைற 

தர.S� ெதj�*க.பWXK4த5. 
இ4த வழ*ைக �சாjQத n;ப;க# 

ஆ'.மகாேதவ= ம[>? S.X.
ஆ;ேகசவG அட"+ய அம'] 
இ=> E*+ய `'.ைப வழ"+ய5. 
அ;�, வரலா[> E*+யQ5வ? 
வா\4த ெதா=ைமயான, Zராதன 
ேகா��கைள பா5கா*க ேவJ0? 
என உQதர�Wடன'. 

த-ழக? EFவ5? உ#ள 
ேகா��கa= பWXயைல தயாjQ5, 
ேகா�� �ல"கைள ஆ*+ர-.S� 
இK45 iWக ேவJ0?. �ல"கைள 
வாடைக*R எ0Qதவ'கaட? 
இK45 ெபற ேவJXய வாடைக 
பா*+ைய வxU*க ேவJ0? என 
உQதர�W0#ளன'. 

ேகா��கa� உ#ள tைலக#, 
நைகக# உ#aWடவ[ைற 
பWXயலாக தயாj*க ேவJ0?; 

* ம��ய கண!"�த$!ைக &ைறைய த$!ைக!" உ)ப,�த ேவ/,0
* ம��ய 1ைல கட�த4 த,56 78ைவ உ9வா!க ேவ/,0

ெதா<ைமயான, 6ராதன ேகா@4கைள பா&கா!க 
ேவ/,0: தCழக அரF!" ஐேகாH) உ�தரI

ெச�ைன, ஜ!� 7–
அர[� தC:M நடவ8-ைககளாP 

தRழக@9P ெகாேரானா 
ெதா`G கBC-.D ெகாTC 
வர:பBCDளத`. aதலைமLச> 
bடாcd-. எL.*.ஹTேட 
பாராBC ெதN*@HDளா>.  

EதலைமYச' E.க.wடாU:*R 
94 வயதான E=னா# bகாதாரQ5ைற 
அைமYச' எY.�.ஹJேட எF;e#ள 
கXதQ;� @A^K.பதாவ5:-

ெகாேரானாவா� ெப[ேறாைர 
இழ45 ஆதரவ[ற �ைல^� 
உ#ள Rழ4ைதகைள பராமj.ப5 
ெதாட'பாக n"க# அA�Qத 
அA�.ைப �ட, உ"கள5 பாச-R 
த4ைத கKணா�;*R tற.பான 
Sற4தநா# பjைச அaQ;K*கேவ 
EXயா5. ேகாைவ^� உ#ள 
மKQ5வமைன^� ெகாேரானா 
வா'0*R ெச=> ேநாயாaகைள 
ச4;Q5 நல? �சாjQத5 என*R 
ம+}Yt கல4த ஆYசjயQைத 
அaQத5.

என*R ெபKைம அa.ப5 
எ=னெவ=றா� ேகாைவ அரb 
மKQ5வமைன^� 94 ஆJ0கc*R 
E=Z நா= Sற4ேத=. என5 த4ைத 
டா*ட' எY.எ?.ஹJேட அ"Rதா= 
டா*டராக பLயா[Aனா'.

நா= த"கc*R ஒK E*+யமான 

ேவJ0ேகாைள �0*+ேற=. தய] 
ெச\5 இ5ேபால இட"கc*R 
ெச�லேவJடா?. உ"கள5 
ஆேரா*+யேம, த-ழகQ;= -க 
-க E*+யமான ஆேரா*+யமாR?. 
இர] பகலாக உ"கள5 அயராத 

உைழ.Sனா� த-ழகQ;� 
ெகாேரானா 2? அைல பரவ� 
கW0.ப0Qத.பW0 உ#ள5. 
உ"கcைடய ெதாட' ெவ[Aகc*R 
என5 வா}Q5க#.

இ�வா> அவ' @Ae#ளா'. 

க����� ெகாேரானா:
&.க.'டா)*�� எ,.-.ஹ0ேட பாரா��வடபழ4 ேகா-5�� ெசா7தமான 

;.250 ேகா? ெசா@A B�C:
அைம,சF G.ேக.ேசகFபாC ேப�?

ெச�ைன, ஜ!� 7–  
ெகாேரானா [fLைச-. 

gCதP கBடணQ வhc-.Q 
ம\@HவமைனகV� உNமiகD 
ர@H ெசjய:பCவதாக ெச�ைன 
ஐேகா>8P தRழக அர] *ள-கQ 
அV@HDளH.  

ெகாேரானா t+Yைச*R அ;க 
கWடண? வxU*க.ப0வதா�, 
த%யா' மKQ5வமைனகைள அரb, 
த= கW0.பாWX� எ0Q5 இலவச 
t+Yைச வழ"க ேகாj X.ஐ.நாத= 
எ=பவ' ஐ ேகா'WX� வழ*R 
ெதாட'4;K4தா'. இ4த வழ*R 
தைலைம n;ப; ச��. பான'�, 
n;ப; ெச4;�Rமா' ராம�'Q; 
அட"+ய அம'�� இ=> iJ0? 
�சாரைண*R வ4த5.   

அ.ேபா5, Eத�வj= 
கா.lW0 ;WடQ;� ேசராதவ'க# 
t+Yைச ெபற ஏ5வாக 
த%யா' மKQ5வமைனகc*R 
கWடண? �'ண^Q5 அரசாைண 
Sற.SQ5#ளதாக]?, த[ேபா5 அரb 
மKQ5வமைனகa� ப0*ைகக# 
உ#ளதா� அைத பய=ப0Q;* 
ெகா#ளலா? என அரbQ தர.S� 

ெதj�*க.பWட5. ேமG?, 
அரb �'ண^Qத கWடணQைத 
�ட அ;க கWடண? வxU*R? 
மKQ5வமைனகa= உjமQைத ரQ5 
ெச\ய நடவX*ைக எ0*க.ப0? 
என]?, @0த� கWடண வx� 
ெதாட'பாக Zகா' அa*க த% Sj] 
அைம*க.பW0#ளதாக]? அரbQ 
தர.S� �ள*க? அa*க.பWட5.   

இைத ப;] ெச\த n;ப;க#, 
@0த� கWடண வx� ெதாட'பான 
Zகா'கைள Eைறயாக ைகயாJ0 
நடவX*ைக எ0*கேவJ0? 
என அA]>Q;ன'. ேமG?, 
மKQ5வமைனக# லாப ேநா*Rட= 
ெசய�ப0வ5 கJடA4தா� 
அத= i5 நடவX*ைக எ0*க]? 
உQதர�Wடன'.   

ேமG?, Eத�வj= �jவான 
மKQ5வ* கா.lW0Q ;WடQ;� 
ேச'வத[கான வKமான உYச 
வர?ைப இரJ0 மட"காக 
அ;கj*க ேவJ0? எனQ ெதj�Qத 
n;ப;க#, இ4த �ஷயQ;� த-ழக 
அரb, கKைணeட= பjuU*R? 
என]? ந?S*ைக ெதj�Q5, 
வழ*ைக EXQ5 ைவQதன'.   
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ேகா��கa� wWரா"* �? 
அைமQ5, இ4த tைலகைள பா5கா*க 
நடX*ைக எ0*க ேவJ0?; 
அைனQ5 மாவWட"கc*R? 
தR;யான wதப;கைள �ய-*க 
ேவJ0? என]? உQதர�� 
RA.SW0#ளன'. 

ஓ5வா'க#, அ'Yசக'கைள 
�ய-*க நடவX*ைக எ0*க]?, 
uரைம.Z. பLகைள ேம[ெகா#வ5 
ெதாட'பாக மா�ல, மாவWட அள�� 
RF*க# அைம*க ேவJ0? என 
த-ழக அரb*R உQதர�W0#ளன'. 

tைலக#, நைககைள Zைக.பட? 
எ0Q5 அவ[ைற இைணய தள"கa� 
ெவa^ட ேவJ0ெமன உQதர�Wட 
n;ப;க#, ஆ*+ர-.S� உ#ள 
�ல"கைள iWப5ட=, ேகா�G*R 
ெசா4தமான �ல"கc*கான 
வாடைகைய �'ண^*க ேவJ0? 
என]? அற�ைலயQ5ைற*R 
உQதர�W0#ளன'. 

அற"காவல'கைள �ய-Q5 
அவ'கc*R ஊ;ய? �'ண^*க 
ேவJ0? எ=>?, பர?பைர 
அற"காவல'கைள அைடயாள? 
காண ேவJ0? என]? அA]AQ; 
உ#ளன'. 

ேகா��க# பா5கா.Z 
ெதாட'பான �;கைள உடனXயாக 
வRQ5 ெவa^ட ேவJ0? என 
உQதர�W0#ள5ட=, ேகா�� 
�ல"க# உ#aWட �வர"க# 
ெதாட'பாக �சாரைண நடQ5வத[R 
த% ̀ '.பாய? அைம*க]? அரb*R 
உQதர�W0#ளன'. 

ேகா��கa= கண*R 
வழ*Rகைள மQ;ய கண*RQ 
தL*ைக 5ைற தL*ைக*R 
உWப0Qத ேவJ0? என]? 
உQதர�W0#ளன'. மQ;ய tைல* 
கடQத� த0.Z. Sjைவ அைம*க 
ேவJ0? என]?, ேகா��கc*R 
ெசா4தமான n'�ைலகைளe? 
பா5கா*க நடவX*ைக எ0*க 
ேவJ0ெமன உQதர�W0#ளன'. 

ேகா�� �ல"க#, 
ெசாQ5*கைள ;KXயவ'க#, 
ேசத.ப0Q;யவ'கc*R எ;ராக 
நடவX*ைக எ0*கேவJ0? 
எ=பன உ#aWட பல உQதர]கைள 
Sற.SQ5#ளன'. 

இ4த உQதர]கைள 12 வார"கa� 
அம�ப0Qத ேவJ0? என]?, 
அ5 RAQத அA*ைகைய தா*க� 
ெச\ய ேவJ0? என]? அரb*R 
n;ப;க# உQதர�W0#ளன'. 
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Air travellers show 
2x rise in June 1st 
week over May 

 
He points out that currently, fleet capacity 
utilisation is at an average of 20-25 per 
cent. So the first step is to see how quickly 
they can go to 50 per cent, which is what 
is mandated by the government till 30 
June). 

For airports, too, the situation is pre-
carious. Says a senior executive of an air-
port company: “We are readying for a 
quick uptake in passengers and increasing 
our capacity utilisation. Otherwise our 
business is in serious trouble.”   

In February last year, before Covid-19 
hit the world, airlines in India ferried over 
4.12 lakh passengers a day. After the out-
break of the pandemic, and after airline 
services resumed at the end of May last 
year, the increase in passenger traffic was 
slow, going up from 42,000 on 27 May to 
178,000 in October. By March end this 
year, before the second wave struck, the 
number of passengers had hit 3.13 lakh a 
day. Whether India’s airlines can touch 
that peak again in the near future is any-
body’s guess.  

 

Covishield shows 
better antibody 
response... 

 

He added: “However, what is the result 
from a quantitative comparison - also 
needs to be examined - is the difference 
between the mean or median titre 
between the two groups.” 

He further added that these compar-
isons allow for population level inference 
(not for any particular individual), pro-
vided the sample of participants in the 
study is drawn randomly from the total 
population of interest. 

“Any arbitrary draw of a sample brings 
in a bias and does not allow extrapolation 
of inference on a larger universe of peo-
ple,” said Panda. 

Moreover,immunity is not only guided 
by the humoral arm of immunity but also 
the cellular arm, he explained. 

“Finally, it should also be appreciated 
that immunity is guid-
ed not only by the 
humoral arm of the 
immunity (deter-
mined by neutralising 
antibody titres, etc) fol-
lowing vaccination, 
but also by the cellular 
arm, which determines 
immune memory,” he 
said. 

The researchers 
said the primary aim 
was to analyse the anti-
body response 
(seropositivity and 
median antibody titre) 
following each dose of 
both vaccines and its 
correlation to age, sex, 
blood group, body 
mass index (BMI), and 
comorbidities. 

While no difference 
was observed in rela-

tion to sex, BMI, blood group, and any 
comorbidities, people above 60 years or 
those with Type 2 diabetes had signifi-
cantly lower seropositivity rates,” the 
authors said. 

Both vaccine recipients had similar 
solicited mild to moderate adverse events 
and none had severe or unsolicited side 
effects. Both vaccines elicited good 
immune response after two doses, 
although seropositivity rates and median 
anti-spike antibody titre was significantly 
higher in Covishield, compared to 
Covaxin arm,” they concluded. 

This is, however, not an efficacy analy-
sis of both the vaccines. Efficacy analysis 
would mean whether those vaccinated 
get symptomatic Covid or not. 

RInfra to raise  
~550 cr from 
Ambani, Varde 

 
Following the issue, the promoter's stake 
will rise to 23 per cent while Varde will 
own 7 per cent, with the rest being held 
by the public and institutions. The board 
decided, during the Sunday meeting, to 
seek approval of shareholders through a 
postal ballot. 

RInfra is among the largest infra-
structure players, developing projects 
through various Special Purpose 
Vehicles (SPVs) in several high-growth 
sectors like power, roads, and metro rail 
in the infrastructure space, and the 
defence sector. 

For FY21, it reported revenue of ~1,689 
crore and loss of ~19 crore.According to 
BSE data, the promoters own 4.98 per 
cent stake. 
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SHREYA JAI 
New Delhi, 6 June  

In April, S Srivastava, an 
office bearer of the 
Dhanbad Colliery 

Karamachari Sangh, wrote to 
Bharat Coking Coal (BCCL) to 
declare mine workers as front-
line staff and start their vacci-
nation immediately. 

Coal miners work in prox-
imity to each other and the 
chances of them spreading 
Covid is high. 

By April-end, BCCL parent 
Coal India (CIL) started vacci-
nating its employees but 
many felt it was already too 
late. CIL said deaths reported 
from April 1 to May 27 of 2021 
due to Covid was 360. Workers 
and trade unions in the min-
ing states put the figure at 
close to 500 employees, 
including contractual workers 
and their wards.  

While the numbers vary, 
mine workers in some of the 
remotest corners of the coun-
try battle Covid-related risks 
every day. “Coal mining is 
essential work, but it was not 
recognised as frontline. Even 
if one worker falls sick, the oth-
er nine who work along with 
him go to work the next day,” 
said Ravi Singh, a mechanic 
with Dhanbad Collieries. 
These workers cannot self-iso-
late since work has to go on. 

CIL has an extensive med-
ical network but it was stressed 
during the second wave. 
Primary healthcare centres 
near remote mining areas in 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya 
Pradesh, West Bengal and 
Jharkhand have only basic 
medical infrastructure and 
staff, several workers told 
Business Standard.  

Singh works with BCCL, 
which has one central hospi-
tal, 13 regional hospitals and 
73 dispensaries for its 43,000 
workers. District administra-
tions took charge of CIL hos-
pitals from March 2021 as cas-
es surged but this meant coal 
workers facing bed and oxy-
gen shortage at their own com-
pany hospitals. “For every 

three to four dispensaries, 
there is one doctor. There is 
delay in testing, admission 
and even medicine availabili-
ty. There was one ambulance 
for every three collieries and 
they did not have an oxygen 
facility during the peak” said 
Srivastava. BCCL’s mining area 
includes Jharia and Raniganj 
coalfields in Jharkhand and 
West Bengal.  

Singh, who tested positive 
in May and was admitted to a 
CIL-run hospital, said while 
critical services were available, 
there was a shortage of staff 
and ICU admission was solely 
on “reference” basis. 

“I was not even admitted 
to a Covid ward. There was 
considerable delay in the 
treatment. There were non-
CIL people in the ICU, while 
we scrambled for some refer-
ence. Even for a CT scan, I had 
to go to another hospital,” 
said Singh. 

After close to 20 days of 
recovery, Singh was back to 
work at the mine but two other 
colleagues admitted along 
with him died. “We are work-
ers of the company only till the 
time we are in the mine, not 
beyond that,” rued Singh. 

South Eastern Coalfields 

(SECL), which is one of the 
larger subsidiaries of CIL oper-
ating 89 mines in Chhattisgarh 
and Madhya Pradesh, has seen 
1,710 employees testing posi-
tive and 124 deaths as on June 
1, 2021. According to official 
data by SECL, two contractual 
workers have lost their lives. 
Data collated by the workers’ 
union, however, shows 68 con-
tractual workers succumbing 
to Covid, taking the total death 
toll at SECL zones to 160.   

“As testing and treatment is 
delayed, a lot of workers, who 
have died due to Covid, are not 
even getting certificates indi-
cating Covid as the cause. Most 
of these contract workers are 
dying at home, either because 
of lack of treatment or igno-
rance because of which they 
avoid hospitalisation,” said V 
M Manohar, Centre of Indian 
Trade Unions (CITU) leader in 
Chhattisgarh. 

Korba, which has three big 
coal mines – Kusmunda, Dipka 
and Gevra – has seen the high-
est number of cases, said 
Manohar. “The lack of certifi-
cation is impacting families of 
deceased workers. It will be dif-
ficult for these families to get 
the Covid compensation 
announced by the govern-

ment,” he said. 
CIL has declared a compen-

satory ex gratia of ~15 lakh in 
case of death due to Covid for 
its own employees and con-
tractual workers. A CIL 
spokesperson, however, said, 
“Instances where the compen-
sation is pending could be due 
to non-submission of docu-
ments from the deceased fam-
ilies for various reasons.” 

Compensation for families 
of the 233 deceased, amount-
ing to about ~3.5 crore has been 
disbursed and approval for 
~6.45 crore for 43 families is 
under process. 

“What the whole country 
faced, CIL also battled – lack of 
medical infrastructure. CIL 
prepared a plan to have super 
speciality hospitals in every 
subsidiary but it didn’t take off. 
We have urged the company to 
start it. We should be prepared 
for a pandemic such as Covid,” 
said DD Ramanandan, general 
secretary, CITU.   

The CIL spokesperson, 
however, said the company 
was “the highest mobiliser  
of Covid care beds in corpo-
rate India.” 

CIL said 3,831 Covid beds 
were created during the cur-
rent financial year, so far, com-
pared to 2,160 last year. The 
availability of oxygen cylinders 
doubled to 2,673 compared to 
1,077 as of March 31, 2021. 
Ready-for-use ventilators were 
247 from just 94 earlier. CIL has 
also recently announced that 
it would set up two oxygen 
plants at an investment of ~35 
crore. 

Executives posted in min-
ing areas claimed there is a 
shortage of vaccines and the 
drive pauses for days when 
vaccines run out. 

Also, vaccination has its 
own challenges. In Medhua, 
one of the remotest villages 
beyond Korba district, five 
died post vaccination after the 
first drive for 50 people was 
over. The whole village erupted 
in a riot against the local health 
worker, who later committed 
suicide. The villagers have now 
boycotted the vaccine drive.
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Covid-hit coal workers in 
battle for frontline status   
Coal India says it made arrangements for sufficient beds, unions dispute claim

IN A PIT

360 
Apr-May  
(Official data)

COAL PRODUCTION

500+ 
Jan-May (Data 
collated by workers’ 
unions across CIL 
subsidiaries)

109,000 
people above 45 yrs, 
free of cost

344,000 
total employees 
(includes wards of 
employees and 
contractual staff)

109 mt 
Apr-May 2021

79 mt 
Apr-May 2020

VACCINATION 
STATUS IN CIL

CIL: COVID DEATHS 

Almost 80 per cent of business for restau-
rants comes via dine in customers on 
weekends. Restaurant owners say that 
earnings during the day are negligible, 
especially during a  pandemic when most 
people are working from home. Food 
delivery contributes only around 5-7 per 
cent of the total revenue of a restaurant. 

In Delhi, mall owners say they are 
ready and will strictly monitor footfalls. 
Pushpa Bector, executive director at DLF 
Shopping Malls,points out that June and 
July are the time for sales. 

“Many shops have a lot of stock to 
exhaust. We anticipate that the sales will 
start soon to ensure stocks can be liqui-
dated. We will be gearing up for the season 
and are ready to get consumers back in a 
safe and secure environment with our 

vaccination and sanitation drive," said 
Bector. 

Anurag Katriar, president, National 
Restaurant Association of India, said that 
the phased approach to unlocking in 
Mumbai was welcome.   

"It is certainly better than last year 
when eateries were among  the last to re-
open. Yes, there are challenges, but the 
situation will normalise gradually,” he 
said. The first wave saw nearly 35 per cent 
of restaurants shut permanently across 
the country. Another 30 per cent are 
believed to have closed during the second 
wave. Katriar said that the re-opening, 
coupled with the on-tap liquidity 
announced by the Reserve Bank of India 
on Friday, will help to arrest the high 
restaurant mortality rate.

Shop, eatery owners in Delhi, 
Mumbai expect muted unlocking
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