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Actors Salman Khan and
Katrina Kaif at the launch
of Bharat, in Mumbai on
Friday. AFP
Acid attack in UP: A 45-
year-old woman was alleg-
edly raped and attacked
with acid in Shahjahanpur
by a man after she told
him that she wanted to
end their five-year-old
affair, police said on Fri-
day. The accused has been
arrested under the rape
charges, police said. PTI

Sidhumost
unscrupulous
man: Majithia

CHANDIGARH, 17 MAY

Hitting out at Congress
star campaigner and Pun-
jab cabinet minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu, the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD)
spokesman and former
minister Bikram Majithia
on Friday said that Sidhu
had been calling Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi as
“Munni” and her son as
Rahul Gandhi as “Papu” and
was now prostrating before
them for petty favours.

In a statement, Majithia
dubbed Sidhu as most
unscr-upulous man. He
asked which respectable
Sikh would submit to the
dictates of Sonia and Rahul
who had committed gravest
of sacrilege against the
Sikh religion.

Sidhu has mortgaged
his conscience and soul
for ministerial post and
has been stooping to do
anything at the bidding of
his masters’ voice (Sonia
and Rahul), he added.

Bikram accused Sidhu
of “falling at the feet” of
Gandhi family which had
been enemy No 1 of Sikhs
and Punjab which had
demolished Akali Takht,
invaded Harmandir Sahib,
conspired to kill thousands
of Sikhs in Delhi and else-
where and rewarded the
perpetrators of violence
against Sikhs with coveted
ministerial post. Ironical-
ly CM Amarinder Singh
has gone on record that
Sidhu’s wife Navjot Kaur
Sidhu was offered a ticket
from Bathinda. SNS

Navy conducts
maiden trials of
medium range
surface to air
missile

NEW DELHI, 17 MAY

The Indian Navy on Friday
claimedithad achieved asig-
nificantmilestonein enhanc-
ingitsanti-airwarfare capability
with the maiden cooperative
engagementfiringofthemedi-
um range surface to air mis-
sile (MRSAM).

Thefiringwasundertaken
on the Western Seaboard by
Indian Naval Ships Kochiand
Chennaiwherein themissiles
of both ships were controlled
byoneshiptointerceptdifferent
aerial targets at extended
ranges. The firing trial was
carried outbythe Indian Navy,
DRDO and Israel Aerospace
Industries, an official release
said. The successful conduct
of the test has been the result
of sustained efforts by all stake-
holders over the years. DRDL
Hyderabad,a DRDO Lab, has
jointly developed this missile
in collaboration with Israel
Aerospace Industries. The
MRSAM has been manufac-
tured by Bharat Dynamics
Limited, India.

Thesesurfacetoairmissiles
arefitted onboard the Kolkata
(ClassDestroyersandwouldalso
befitted onall future majorwar-
shipsofthe Indian Navy.With
the successful proving of this
cooperative mode of engage-
ment, the Indian Navy has
becomeapartofaselectgroup
of Navies that have this niche
capability.

This capability significantly
enhances the combat effec-
tiveness of the Indian Navy
thereby providing an opera-
tional edge over potential
adversaries. SNS

SNS/PTI
BHUBANESWAR, 17 MAY

Fourteen days have elapsed
since cyclone ‘ Fani’ pulverized
the state and darkness con-
tinues to engulf Puri district with
electricity eluding the cyclone
affected residents.

Everybody continuesto be
busywith review meetings, inci-
dentally, CM Naveen Patnaik
held one at Puri two days ago.
The focus is on restoration of
power in the town and asashow
of restoration — the Grand
Road to the Temple was charged
. But none of the other places
in the town and worse of all the
peripheryvillages are attend-
ed.

The State government agen-
cies are facing daunting task
torestore power infrastructure
inthe worst-hitdistric. Demand

to engage the army as voiced
by veteran Narasingha Mishra
fellon deaf ears and people con-
tinue to suffer.

The entire power infra-
structure in Puri district has
been devastated in the cyclone
which damaged 75 towers of
220KV and 25 towers of 132KV,
official sources said, adding that
the Power Grid Corporation of
India Limited (PGCIL) has
been entrusted to rebuild the
220 KV towers in the district.
One 132 KV tower has been
damaged on Chandaka-Puri
road. It will be restored by
ERS. As some of the broken tow-
ersarelocated in water logged
areas, itrequired more time for
restoration, said senior officials.

Seething in anger, people
have hit the streets in several
places giving vent to their
angryreaction againstwhat they

said lethargic post-cyclone
governmental restoration work.

“Wehavelost faith in the gov-
ernmental agencies. Unless
power is restored in next 48
hours, people will definitely take
lawunto theirhands, said a Puri
resident.

Puri is being treated like a
step child. Like Puri, power infra-
structure in Bhuban- eswarwas
equally damaged. But power
supply has been restored in
Bhubane- swar as it home to
ministers, politicians, bureau-
crats and influential people. It's
insensitivity on part of gov-
ernment to leave the Puri tobear
the brunt of gruelingheat,alocal
said.

Presiding over the Execu-
tive Council of Disaster Man-
agement (ECDM) meeting
here Thursday, Chief Secretary
AP Padhisaid that Odishas dis-

aster management should be
more effective in future.
Takingalesson from cyclone
Fani which devastated the
entire coastal region of the
state, the ECDM decided to give
priority on training human
resources to face the post-
cyclone situation more effec-
tively.
Though the state hasraised
20 units of ODRAF (Odisha Dis-
aster Rapid Action Force) for
natural calamities, it should be
strengthened with more train-
ing programmes for its per-
sonnel and better equipment.
Padhi also directed offi-
cials to purchase moreimple-
ments that came in handy
during the post-Fani restora-
tion work and sufficiently
equip the OSDMA, police and
fire stations with the equipment.
“If trained men and better
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Fani aftermath: Darknessstill engults Puri, locals boilingwithanger

machines are availablein each
police station area, itwill help
the administration in under-
taking early restoration work,”
he said.

The meeting also resolved
that more plasma cutters and
power cutters should be stored
in strategic locations which
should be used immediately
after a calamity strikes aregion.

During post-cyclone situ-
ation this time, the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)
had to procure additional plas-
ma cutters and power cutters
from Kolkata for using in Puri,
which had experienced ahuge
damage to its power infra-
structure.

Plasma cutters and power
cutters are used to separate bro-
keniron poles. These are most-
lyused to restore the high ten-
sion power towers.

Godserow:CongquestionsPM’'s
silenceonBJPleaderscomment

BJP pushedintoacornerand forcedtoask three ofitsleadersto explain their Godse comments

SNS/PTI
NEW DELHI/BENGALURU, 17 MAY

s campaigning for

the 2019 general elec-

tions wound down on

riday, the BJP was

pushed into a corner and

forced to ask three ofits lead-

ers to explain their comments

on Mahatma Gandhi's assas-

sin Nathuram Godse, as the

Congress questioned the

Prime Minister's silence on the
row.

The Pandora'sboxopened
on Thursday with BJP's Bhopal
Lok Sabha candidate and
Malegaon blastaccused Pragya
Singh Thakur lauding Godse
as a “patriot” and issuing an
apology hours later saying
she respected Gandhi and
his work for the country can-
not be forgotten.

As controversyraged on the
last day of campaigning, BJP
president Amit Shah said the
party has taken serious note
of the statements from Union
minister Anantkumar Hegde,
Pragya Thakur and its Kar-
nataka MP Nalin Kumar Kateel.

Stating that the comments
were against the party's ide-
ology, Shah asked the party's
disciplinary committee to
submit a report on the issue
in 10 days for further action.

“They have withdrawn
their statements and also
apologised. However, their
remarks are against the deco-
rum of public life and the
BJP and also against the party's

Bagga: Thoseinvolvedin "84 riots
& Gandhi’skillingaren’t patriots

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 17 MAY

Delhi BJP leader Tajinder
Pal Bagga on Friday sought
to compare Mahatma Gand-
hi's killing and the 1984
riots, saying people involved
in both the cases weren't
patriots, and asked Con-
gress leader Priyanka Gand-
hi Vadra to state her stand
on the “murderer” of Sikhs.
Bagga was reacting to a
tweet by Priyanka Gandhi in
which she dared the BJP's
“nationalistic luminaries”
to spell out their stand on their
Bhopal candidate Pragya
Singh Thakur calling Mahat-
ma Gandhi's assassin Nathu-
ram Godse a patriot.
Without naming any-
body, the Delhi BJP

ideology. Taking serious note
of their remarks, the party has
decided to send them to the
disciplinary committee,” Shah
said on Twitter.

The party wentinto dam-
age control, sensing the com-
ments by the three could hurt
the party'simage and its poll
prospects in the last 59 seats
that vote on Sunday.

Over thelastyear orso, the
BJP has been promotingitself
as a torchbearer of Gandhi's

spokesperson said his party
has stated its stand on the
“murderer” of Mahatma
Gandhi and asks the Congress
general secretary to specify
her stand on “murderer of
10,000 Sikhs”.

In a tweet, Priyanka
Gandhi has said, “Bapu's
murderer a patriot? Hey
Ram! Distancing yourself
from your candidate is not
enough. Nationalistic lumi-
naries of the BJB have the guts
to spell out your stand.”

Tweetingin Hindi, Bagga
said, “Neither Bapu's mur-
derer can be a patriot nor the
murderer of 10,000 Sikhs.
Both are murderers. BJP has
stated its stand on the Bapu's
murderer, now you state
your stand on murderer of
10,000 Sikhs.”

ideals and legacy, which has
long been the Congress
domain.

Congress leader Kapil Sibal
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's silence on
Pragya'sremarks and said he
can only pray for the country.

His party colleague, former
Karnataka chief minister Sid-
daramaiah, stepped into the
debate to say Godse, who
killed the father of the nation
inJanuary 1948, was inspired

by RSS ideology.

Even though BJP’s Central
leadership has sent show
cause notices to two ofits MPs
from the state for their con-
troversial tweets on Nathu-
ram Godse, it cannot deny the
embarrassment that the Par-
liamentarians have caused to
the party’s image.

This, notwithstanding the
fact that MPAnanth Kumar
Hegde, also an outgoing min-
ister in Modi’s government,
and law maker,Nalin Kateel,
deleted their controversial
tweets about Godse following
the furore, with Hegde even
claiming thathis phone had
been hacked.

In fact, he said that “ my
Twitter account has been
breached twice in the past one
week and certain tweets have
been posted on my timeline
which have been discarded
and deleted. Regret the posts
attributed to me.

“My account was hacked
since yesterday. There is no
question of justifying Gand-
hi ji's murder. There can be
no sympathy or justification
of Gandhiji's murder. We all
have full respect for Gandhi-
ji's contribution to the nation.”

Thisisnotall. Nalin Kateel,
did not hesitate in compar-
ing Godse with former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.He
tweet,since removed, said
“Godsekilled one, Kasab killed
72, Rajiv Gandhi killed 17,000.
You judge who is more cruel
in this??"

CPM slams
Pragya remark

NEW DELHI, 17 MAY

The CPI (M) politburo has
strongly condemned the
outrageous statement of
BJP candidate from Bhopal
Parliamentary Constituen-
cy, Pragya Singh Thakur,
that Nathuram Godse, the
assassin of Mahatma Gand-
hi, "was a patriot, is a patri-
ot and will remain a patri-
ot".

In astatement, the CPI (M)
today said Thakur is a ter-
ror accused out on bail on
medical grounds. She was
described by Prime Minis-
ter as "a symbol of India's
civilizational heritage," the
party said.

“Byfielding her, the RSS-
BJP were seeking to whip up
communal polarization and
consolidate the Hindutva
communal vote bank,” the
party said. Itreflected the RSS-
BJP attitude towards ter-
rorism, a terror accused and
the assassin of Gandhi. The
apology she has made, atthe
behest of the BJP, is an eye-
wash confirming that she
adheres to her position, the
CPI (M) said.

The party has called upon
the Indian people to defeat
and reject the BJP in order
“to safeguard and strength-
en the Indian Constitutional
Republic.” SNS

Need to review Art 370 in J&K: Rajnath Singh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 17 MAY

Senior BJP leader and Union
home minister Rajnath Singh
says there is a need to review
Article370and 35-A thatgrants
special status to Jammu and
Kashmir to establish whether
these Constitutional provi-
sions have benefited or done
damage to the militancy-hitstate.
Singh's remark comes
againstthe backdrop ofthe BJP's
stand inits manifesto pledging
toabrogateArticle370and 35-
Aofthe Constitution. BJP Pres-
ident Amit Shah has alsorepeat-
edly spoken about scrapping
these provisions during the
Lok Sabha poll campaign.
The home minister also
said a decision on holding
assemblyelectionsin the state
was the prerogative of the Elec-
tion Commission butindicat-

Paramilitary troopers stand in front of closed shops during a

one-day strike in Srinagar on Friday.

AFP

ed a decision could be
announced after the comple-
tion of the Lok Sabha polls.

Singh was replying to a
question during an interview
recently as to whether BJP
thinks that abrogation of Arti-
cle370 of the Constitution will
helpresolve the Kashmirissue
which he termed as challeng-
ing. “Kashmir ek chunauti hai
lekin uska hal jaldi niklega
(Kashmir is a challenge but it
will be resolved soon),” said
Singh, who was the chairman
of the BJP manifesto commit-
tee.

When pointedly asked
whether abrogation of Article
370and 35Awasasolution, Singh
said, “muje yeh lagta hai ki
sameksha kee jani chahiye ki
dhara370ya35-Akekaran Kash-
mir ko laab hua hai ya haani
(I feel that a review should be
donewhetherArticle 370 or 35-

UP minister reactsto Jinnahjibe, asks tor
anti-Partition certificate from Congressally

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, 17 MAY

Days after the Congress said
the BJP should name itself the
Bharatiya Jinnah Party, an
Uttar Pradesh minister has
suggested that the Opposition
party should getits ally Indi-
an Union Muslim League to
denounce Pakistan's founder.

After Partition of India,
the 'jinn' (genie) of Jinnah
emerged as the Muslim
League, and the Congress
entered into an agreement
with the Muslim League, UP's
deputy chief minister Dinesh
Sharma said, equating the
[UML with the pre-Partition
Muslim League.

The Congress should have
sought an affidavit from the
Muslim League stating that
Jinnah was a traitor and was
responsible for Partition of
India, the BJP leader said.

And those who proclaim
themselves as the Indian
Muslim League must disown
and dissociate themselves
from Jinnah. This was the
'jinn' released by Jinnah,
which has got stuck with the
Congress, he said, referring
toits alliance with the TUML
in Kerala.

He said the 'jinn' will not
leave the Congress until the
voters send the party into
political exile.Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera

had on Monday dubbed the
BJP “Bharatiya Jinnah Party”.

This followed the Bharatiya
Janata Party's Ratlam-Jhabua
Lok Sabha candidate's claim
that Partition could have
been avoided had Jawahar-
lal Nehru allowed Mohammad
Ali Jinnah to become the
country's first prime minis-
ter.Khera had slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
going to Ratlam in Madhya
Pradesh to campaign for BJP
candidate Guman Singh
Damor.

Earlier, when Congress
president Rahul Gandhi filed
hisnomination papers from
Wayanad in Kerala, UP chief
minister Yogi Adityanath had

called the [TUML a virus.

The ITUML had strongly
objected to this and similar
remarks, saying it did not
need a certificate about its
patriotic credentials from
anyone.

Dinesh Sharma also
accused Congress leaders of
holding a record for taking
vacations abroad.

In five years, they under-
take foreign tours for 59
months and for one month
they treat the elections as a
picnic, he charged.Claiming
that the Congressissettolose
these Lok Sabha elections, he
suggested that it leaders
should book their tickets in
advance.

A has benefited Kashmir or
damaged it).”

The statement of Singh also
comes close ontheheels ofthe
statement made by another
senior BJP leader and Union
minister Nitin Gadkari that the
BJP is committed to abrogat-
ing Article 370.

Jawan injured in enco-

This photo taken on 12 May, 2019, shows a clean-up operation

to repair beach side hotels and coastal facilities in Puri.

AFP

If Indiracanbe hailed
for 1971, why not PM
for Balakot: Jitendra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 17 MAY

Union minister Jitendra Singh
Friday asked if then Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi can be cred-
ited for the victory in the
1971 war, why shouldn't Prime
Minister Narendra Modi get
the credit for a successful air
strike in Balakot.

Singh, the minister of State
in the Prime Minister's Office,
said, that throughout the Lok
Sabha election campaign,
the Congress and its allies have
been attacking the BJP and the
PM for allegedly taking cred-
itfor the successful strikes by
the Indian Air Force on ter-
ror camps in Pakistan's Bal-
akot. Since Independence,
whenever there was an armed
conflictwith aforeign nation,
the credit or discredit obviously
went to the ruling dispensa-
tion and its head, he said.

By the same logic, Indira
Gandhi's greatest achieve-
ment as PM is still remem-
bered to be the victoryin the
Indo-Pak war of 1971 which
led to the liberation of
Bangladesh, he said.

Similarly, the blame for the
Himalayan debacle in the
Indo-Chinawar of 1962 is even
today primarily puton the then
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, Singh was quoted as
having said in a statement
issued by his office.

Ifpeople of India are enthu-
siasticallylauding the PM for
the successful Balakot air
strikes, which reinforced

unter dies: Armyjawan, whowas
injured in an encounter with
militantsin Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir, has suc-
cumbed, police said.

“The injured Army jawan
Rohit Kumar Yadav has suc-
cumbed at the hospital and
attained martyrdom,” apolice
spokesman said.Yadav had

The Congress and its
allies have been
attacking the BJP and
the Prime Minister for
allegedly taking cred-
it for the successful
strikes by the Indian
Air Force on terror
camps in Pakistan's
Balakot

India's confidence and pres-
tigein the world arena, on the
basis of which parameters can
the Congress and its allies dis-
suade the common masses
from giving credit to Modi,
Singh asked.

Recalling the BJP precur-
sor Bharatiya Jan Sangh's
stand duringthe 1971 war, the
minister said, in spite of ide-
ological and political differ-
ences, the Jan Sangh offered
unconditional and absolute
supportto the then PM Indi-
ra Gandhi in the war against
Pakistan. But, ironically today;,
the Congress leadership has
been so miserablyblinded by
its lust for power that it has
resorted to denigrating the
incumbent prime minister,
thus indirectly or directly
echoing the interests of Islam-
abad, he alleged.

The Congress and maha-
gathbandhan parties' uncon-
cealed dislike for Narendra
Modi has gone to such lim-
its that it has begun to man-
ifest as dislike for mother
India itself, he said.

suffered grievous injuries dur-
ingagunbattle with three mil-
itants on Thursday. All the
three ultras were killed.
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