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Top metros saw improved 
air passenger traffic in Nov
Indian airports catered to 23.23 mn passengers in November, up from 19.64 mn in October
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T he top metros continued to
see a surge in domestic air
traffic in November, though
international traffic
remained muted due to con-

cerns over Omicron, according to the
Airports Authority of India (AAI).

Indian airports catered to 23.23 mil-
lion passengers in November, up from
19.64 million in October, 15.44 million
in September and 14.26 million in
August.

The number of international passen-
gers in November stood at 2.51 million,
against 2.2 million in October. Interna-
tional passenger traffic recorded in
September and August stood at 1.69
million and 1.29 million, respectively.

Meanwhile, domestic passenger traf-
fic rose to 20.72 million in November,
up from 17.42 million in October, high-
lighting a sustained recovery in air
travel demand in line with economic
recovery and the progress in vaccina-
tions. Domestic passenger traffic stood
at 13.75 million in September and 12.97
million in August.

New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Kolkata and Hyderabad were the top
airports in terms of domestic traf-
fic, while New Delhi, Mumbai,
Kochi, Chennai and Hyderabad
were the busiest airports for inter-
national traffic in November, the
data showed.

New Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport saw about 3.98
million domestic passengers in
November, up from 3.4 million in Octo-
ber and 2.76 million in September.

Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Inter-
national Airport recorded about 2.43
million domestic passengers in
November, up from about 2 million in
October and 1.49 million in September.

Bengaluru’s Kempegowda Interna-

tional Airport and Kolkata’s Netaji Sub-
hash Chandra Bose International Air-
port registered 1.89 million and 1.32
million domestic passengers, respec-
tively, during November, up from 1.6

million and 1.2 million in October, and
against 1.2 million and 0.86 million in
September.

In terms of international passenger
traffic, the New Delhi airport recorded
724,784 passengers during November,
up from 646,268 passengers in Octo-
ber, and 461,495 passengers in Septem-

ber, while Mumbai recorded 370,850
passengers in November, up from
310,370 passengers in October and
234,963 passengers during September.

Kochi and Chennai airports regis-

tered 243,379 and 182,123 international
passengers, respectively, during
November. These airports had
reported 222,192 and 156,703 interna-
tional passengers, respectively, during
October, up from 193,834 and 117,302
international passengers, respectively,
during September.

On 26 November, the government
announced that it will resume sched-
uled international flights from 15
December. However, this decision was
soon rolled back due to the spread of

the Omicron variant of covid-19
cases around the world.

India had suspended interna-
tional flight operations from 23
March 2020. The suspension,
extended periodically, currently
stands enforced till 31 January
2022.

At present, only flights under
bilateral air bubbles, a mechanism to
resume flights between India and other
nations, are allowed. India has bilateral
air bubble agreements with about 35
countries, including Bangladesh,
Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Mal-
dives, the Netherlands, Singapore, the
UAE, the UK and the US.
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I ndia’s largest liquor firm,
United Spirits Ltd, expects
the strategic review of its

popular brands, announced in
February, to be completed by
the end of the financial year.

In a statement, a company
spokesperson said: “On 23
February, we initiated a strate-
gic review of selected popular
brands. This strategic review is
ongoing and is considering all
options to deliver sustainable
long-term profitable growth.
The review is expected to be
completed by 31 March 2022.”

USL had initiated the review
of its popular brands to drive
profit growth by premiumiz-
ing its portfolio and sharpen-
ing its focus on core brands,
the maker of Johnnie Walker,
Black Dog and Black & White
whiskeys had said back then.

USL’s popular portfolio
comprises 30 brands and the
review will look at half of it by
volume. The company did not
reveal the brand names that
are likely to be part of it but
said the review will not include
McDowell’s and Director’s
Special trademarks, or any var-
iants. The portfolio straddles
whisky, rum, brandy, vodka
and gin brands.

In an interview with Mint in
October, Hina Nagarajan, MD
& CEO, Diageo India, which
controls USL, said the strategic
review was “on track”. “We are
looking at various options; it
could be extending the fran-
chise model further for these
brands or changing the oper-
ating model or selectively
investing in some of these
brands to accelerate them or
even divestment. We are
exploring the implications of
all the options,” she had said.
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