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Rushdie at the cutting edge

SHREEKANT SAMBRANI reviewer, they are gory and perhapseven
needed. Thisis my personal reaction; having
& Ibegan myreview of experienced at close quarters the miasma of

Victory Citythus: “Rejoice,
forSalman Rushdie, ...is
back, atthe peak of his
form” (Business Standard,
February 25,2023). Imust

BOOKS
& I D EAS usethe sameexhortationto
cheeratthestart ofthis

review of hislatest book, this time a memoir,
with aneven greateremphasis, for we very
nearly lost Rushdie shortly after he turned in
the Victory Citymanuscript. Ayoung manwith
aknife attacked himonthe stageatthe
Chautauqua Institution in Chautauqua, New
Yorkon August12,2022. Thatencounterlasted
27second. Rushdie suffered grievous wounds
onhischest, arms, face, and left eye.
Miraculously, he survived and spent several
monthsinrecovery. Hisattacker was arrested

lingering death in hospitals, or possibly because
ofit.

Afterspending three monthsthus, Rushdie
and Griffiths gradually attempt areturnto
normalcy —goinghome, stayinginbed aslong
astheywanted, enjoying occasional visits, and
eventually, venturing out toeat and participate
inevents. “Every day oflife was now gravy...
ElizaandIdecided that we would not thinklong
term. Wewould be grateful foreach day.”

InSeptember 2023, they even visit
Chautauquaand stand outside thelocaljail
wheretheattackerisheld. Thatleadstoover30
pagesofimagined conversations between
Rushdieand the A. Rushdie questions his
assailants about his past, hisIslamic
convictions, his family and even his date-life.
Most oftheimagined answers are short, rude
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Most SC/ST candidates fight with

no backing from p

READING NUMBERS

B Number of SCST candidates (LHS)
== Share in total contesting candidates (in %) (RHS)

3,000 45

ANOUSHKA SAWHNEY
New Delhi, 26 April

he participation of political

I contestants belonging to the

scheduled caste and sched-

uled tribe has shown a declining
trend over the years.

An analysis of data from the
Trivedi Centre for Political Data
(TCDP) at Ashoka University reveals
that 1,575 candidates belonging to
scheduled caste (SC) and
scheduled tribe (ST) par-

olitical parties

total SC/ST candidates contesting
has recorded an increase, it still
remains low. They accounted for 11.4
per cent of the total SC/ST contest-
ants in 2019 compared to 8.2 per
cent in 2014. On the other hand,
males accounted for 88.6 per cent of
the contestants.

Most of the SC/ST candidates
fight without the backing of a polit-
ical party. In the previous general
elections, 34.2 per cent of total

SC/ST candidates stood
independently. Congress

and isawaitingtrial. and repetitive. ticipated in the 2019 Lok was next with 7.3 per cent

KnifeisRushdie’sgraphic Thisistheleast Sabha elections, constitut- share, followed by
accountoftheattackand his satisfactory partof the book. 2004 2009 2014 2019 ing 19.6 per cent of the Bharatiya Janata Party
recovery interlaced with the Rushdie, ineffect, setsupa Source: Trivedi Centre for Political Data (Ashoka University), total candidates. The data- ! (7.1 per cent), Bahujan
lovestory of Rushdie and his straw man, an uneducated, Business Standard calculations set provides caste details w " Samaj Party (7.1 per cent)

currentwife, Rachel Eliza radicalised, humourless, where available, so the BATTLEGROUND 2and Bahujan Mukti Party
Griffith, an American i lonesomeboor, and fellshim o trends should be consid- (2.2 per cent).

poet/photographer, whose 1( L l l W with great satisfaction. 0 M 0 R E CO NTEST I N D E P E N D E NTI'Y ered to be indicative. It ..... 20.24 ...... The share of inde-
love for him, he says, urged Rushdietalks of Samuel = Share of SC/ST candidates contesting party-wise (in %) shows a significant decline pendents has varied from

him “Live. Live.” Itcovers his
meditationsonlife, arts,
violence, religion and, above
all, love.

Rushdie’s writingshows no
illeffect of the grave traumahe
suffered. His mastery of words

SALMAN RUSHDIE

Becketbeingattackedbya
pimpwithaknifein Parisin
1938, and Becket confronting
hisattackerincourtaboutthe
reason, only togetthe answer,
Idon’tknow. Despite
Rushdie’sdisclaimer, thisis

H2004 2009 m2014 m2019

b -]
- Q
— (=)}

from the previous elections in terms

of share among total candidates.
The data considers candidates
from both reserved and non-
~ reserved constituencies where avail-
~ able.In 2019, SC/ST candidates also
contested from 118 non-reserved

around 19 per cent to 35 per cent.
Among the states with the high-
est number of candidates, Uttar
Pradesh leads with a higher share
of contestants from SC/ST back-
ground in the state. Out of the total
candidates contesting from UP, the

isundiminished, hiseye for thelikely reason for his Independent : Indian National Bharativa Bahuian Bahuian constituencies, down from 350 non-  share of SC/ST was 20 per cent. Next
detailisaskeenasever. But KNIFE: MEDITATIONS imagined confrontation p Coneress H Janata pg rty Samai éa rty Mukti g arty reserved constituenciesin 2014 elec- was Karnataka (19 per cent), fol-
Rushdie the conjuror of AFTER AN ATTEMPTED withtheA. § J tions. The Lok Sabha has 84 seats lowed by Maharashtra 17 per cent,
thoroughly enthrallingstories MURDER Rushdie says atthe Data for top five parties in 2019 on the basis of their share in the total number of scheduled caste(SC) and scheduled reserved for SCs and 47 for STs . Tamil Nadu (15 per cent) and Bihar

of medieval Indian empires

Author: Salman Rushdie

beginningofthebook “Ino

(Victory City) or self-righteous
dictatorsand born-again

Publisher: Penguin
Random House

longer feel theurge todefend
TheSatanic Verses or myself,”

politicians (Shame) or growing
upinpost-Partition India
(Midnight’s Children)is
somewhatlessengrossingasa
narrator of hisown life, whether in the third
person (Joseph Anton) orin thefirst person as
inthisbook. Knifeis divided into two almost
equal parts, evocatively titled “The angel of
death” and “The angel of life”. The second part
includes an extended imagined Rushdie
conversation with the assassin. He refusesto
recognise him by name, much like the former
Prime Minister of New Zealand Jacinta Ardern
in2019 denied the perpetrator of the
Christchurch mosque massacre hisidentity.
Rushdie callshimthe A, short for Ass, short for
Assassin, or Assailant (hisjustifiable bitterness
showswhen hesays “WhatIcallhiminthe
privacy of my home is mybusiness”).
Thefirstsection talks of the attack and its
aftermath, Rushdie’srecovery, firstinthe
trauma centre at Hamot outside the
neighbouringcity of Erie, Pennsylvania, and
later at the New York University Langone
Hospital Rusk Centre for Rehabilitation.
Rushdierecallsinvivid, graphic detail all his
injuriesand treatments. Most readers might
find thisan act of bravery, confronting boldly all
that caused him near-fatal pain. ButIfeel that
Rushdie the narrator got carried away by the
flow. Evenasmall fraction of what is described
would have more than sufficed to know the
gravity of his condition, but we get every detail,
nomatter howsmall. Hisleft eye wasgone, the
opticnervebeingsevered, hisleftarm was
splintered , there were deep cutson hisfaceand
chest, thelist goeson. Many quotations from
thissection are floating about, but for this
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buttheimagined
conversationsshow that thisis
notquitetrue. Therearealso
fartoomany otherinstances
citedinthebookthatshow Rushdie hasneither
forgotten nor forgiven the critiques and those
whomadethem. Thiswould be perfectly
justifiable, but then Rushdie could possibly not
claimtothecontrary.

Thebest part of thebookisthe verylastone,
where Rushdie talks of many current
happeningsintheworld. We areimmersedin
the full flow of his defence of freedom of
expression everywhere includinginIndia, his
pleafortolerance and keeping religion an
entirely private affair. Inevidence, of course, is
Rushdie’s well-known penchant for name-
dropping, citations showing off his scholarship
and standingand hisunmistakable references
tohisown epicureanism. The high-hatted,
monocled figure of the dandy Eustace Tilly that
graces The New Yorker’scoveronits
anniversary immediately comes to our mind.

Rushdiejuxtaposesthe cruelty and hatred
prevailingagainstlove and optimism he has
personally experienced in this phase of hislife
inthelasttwo chapters, “Second Chance?” and
“Closure”. Theyneed toberead in full. Afinal
quotesummarises hisview: “This, now, isthe
ugliness of the world. How should we confront
it?..We must work to overturn the false
narratives of the tyrants, the populists, and fools
by telling better stories than they do, stories
within which peoplewanttolive.”

Rushdie, the master story-teller, says
“Language ismy knife.” He concluded Victory
City saying (he repeatsitin Knife), “Words are
theonlyvictors.”
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tribe (ST) candidates. Bahujan Mukti Party was formed in 2012
Source: Trivedi Centre for Political Data (Ashoka University)
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EXTRACT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2024

exams a year

The Ministry of Education
(MoE) has asked the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) to work
out logistics for conducting
board exams twice a year
from the 2025-26 academic
session, according to sources.

The plan for introducing
a semester system has been
ruled out, they said.

The ministry and the
CBSE will hold consultations

Quarter Ended

31.12.2023
Unaudited

88,7117

Year Ended

31.03.2024 31.03.2023
Audited Audited

3,51,183 2,63,533

Punjab National Bank invites online bids (both technical
and commercial) through GeM Portal (Government
e-Marketplace) from eligible bidders for selection of Network
Integrator (NI).
Interested bidders may visit website https://gem.gov.in for details.
Last date for Online Bid submission is 17-05-2024.

Chief Manager

31.03.2024
Unaudited

99,138

31.03.2023
Unaudited

76,248

Particulars

Total Income from operations

Net Profit for the Period (before tax,
exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

20,640 20,041 21,108 76,144 73,361

Net Profit for the Period before tax (after

exceptional and/or extraordinary items) 20,640

20,041 21,108 76,144 73,361

Net Profit for the Period after tax (after
exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

Markets, 15,146 14,997 15,634 56,682 54,736

with =
——— school InSIth Out Total é)t[)(r;nprehensivg InfctofmetLM It)he }
1 i princi- period [Comprising Profit for the Perio
introducing IS (after tax) and Other Comprehensive NA NA NA NA NA
a semester month Income (after tax)]
system for con- ) -
has been ducting Equity Share Capital 17,354 17,354
led out board
fec ot e,?;rns Reserves (Excluding Revaluation Reserve)

345,427 2,87,807

twice a year, the sources said. as shown in the Balance Sheet.

The CBSE is currently in
the process of working out
the modalities of how will the
academic calendar be struc-
tured to accommodate
another set of board exams
without impacting the :
undergraduate admission : |
schedule, they said.

“The ministry has asked
the CBSE to work on the
logistics of how will board
exams be conducted twice a
year. The board is working
out the modalities and a con-
sultation will be organised
next month with school prin-
cipals,” a source said.

“The idea being explored
is to conduct two editions of
the board exams at the end of
the year from the 2025-26 aca-
demic session but the modal-
ities still need to be worked
out. There is no plan toimple-
ment the semester system,”
the source added. PTI

Earnings Per Share (before
extraordinary items)*
(Face value of *10/- each)
Basic:

Diluted:

Earnings Per Share (after
extraordinary items)*
(Face value of ¥10/- each)
Basic:

Diluted:

*Not Annualised

Notes:

1.The above financial results for the year ended March 31, 2024, have been reviewed by the Audit Committee of the Board and thereafter approved by the Board of Directors of the Bank in their respective meeting
held on April 26, 2024. These results have been subjected to an ‘Audit’ by the Joint Statutory Auditors of the Bank, viz. Mukund M. Chitale & Co., Chartered Accountants and Walker and Chandiok & Co. LLP,Chartered
Accountants and an unmodofied audit report has been issued.The figures for the quarter/year ended March 31, 2023 were audited by Mukund M. Chitale & Co., Chartered Accountants and BSR & Co.LLP, Chartered
Accountants.

2.The above is an extract of the detailed format of the audited financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2024, filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the audited financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2024, is available on the website of Stock
Exchanges at https://www.nseindia.com and https://www.bseindia.com and also on the Bank’s website at https://www.csb.co.in For CSB Bank Limted

Pralay Mondal
Managing Director & CEQ
DIN:00117994
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(F in Lakh)
EXTRACT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2024

Quarter Ended Year Ended

31.12.2023 31.03.2024 31.03.2023
Unaudited Audited Audited

88,717 3,51,183 2,63,533
76,144 73,361

Particulars

Total Income from operations

Net Profit for the Period (before tax,
exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

20,041

Net Profit for the Period before tax (after

20,041 76,144 73,361

exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

Net Profit for the Period after tax (after
exceptional and/or extraordinary items)

14,997

56,682

54,736

Total Comprehensive Income for the

eriod [Comprising Profit for the Period
rafter tax) and Other Comprehensive
ncome (after tax)]

NA

NA

NA

Equity Share Capital

Reserves (Excluding Revaluation Reserve)
as shown in the Balance Sheet.

Earnings Per Share (hbefore

extraordinary items)

(;:;e value of ¥10/- each)
ic:

Diluted:

Earnings Per Share (after

extraordinary items)*

g:::i;e value of ¥10/- each)
IC:

8.73 8.64

9.01

31.556

Diluted:

8.73 8.64

9.01 32.67

31.55

*Not Annualised
Notes:

1.The above financial results for the year ended March 31, 2024, have been reviewed by the Audit Committee of the Board and thereafter approved by the Board of Directors of the Bank in their respective meeting
held on April 26, 2024, These results have been subjected to an ‘Audit’ by the Joint Statutory Auditors of the Bank, viz. Mukund M. Chitale & Co., Chartered Accountants and Walker and Chandiok & Co. LLP.Chartered
Accountants and an unmodofied audit report has been issued.The figures for the quarter/year ended March 31, 2023 were audited by Mukund M. Chitale & Co., Chartered Accountants and BSR & Co.LLP, Chartered

Accountants.

2.The above is an extract of the detailed format of the audited financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2024, filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the audited financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2024, is available on the website of Stock
Exchanges at https://www.nseindia.com and https://www.bseindia.com and also on the Bank's website at https://www.csb.co.in

Mumbai | April 26, 2024

For CSB Bank Limted
Pralay Mondal

Managing Director & CEO
DIN:00117994
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