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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER20

MORE THAN a week after the
Lady Shri Ram (LSR) College
Students’Unionsubmitteda12-
pointmemorandumtotheprin-
cipal in light of the suicide of
AishwaryaReddy(19),asecond-
yearstudentofthecollegedueto
financial hardships, college au-
thoritiesFridayannouncedthey
hadacceptedsomedemands,in-
cluding reducing the fee for
courses, settingupa committee
to provide laptops to students,
andallowing somesecond-year
students toreside inhostels.
TheUnion called this a “par-

tial victory” but saidmany de-
mandswereyet tobeachieved.
Adocumenttitled“response

to the demands met by stu-
dents”, uploaded on the college
website,read,“Giventhefactthat
studentsarenotabletoavailcer-
tainfacilitiesofthecollegedueto
being off-campus, the College
has removed such charges from
the fees this year. This has led to
a substantial reduction in the
fees…Inaddition,itispossibleto
paythe fee in installments.”
A revised fee notice states

thattheannualfeeforallcourses
for second- and third-year stu-
dentswill nowbe Rs 7,970. LSR
Students’ Union general secre-
tary Unnimaya said the fee
ranged from Rs 12,000 to Rs

26,000dependingonthecourse.
“While the fee has been re-

vised, it is not transparent un-
der which heads the charges
have been waived off. The col-
lege authorities should clarify
that,” she said.
LSRalsodecidedthat“keep-

ing inmind theexceptional cir-
cumstances of the Covid pan-
demic, and for one year only”,
currentsecondyears“wholived
in the hostel, upon fresh appli-
cation” and “on the basis of
need”,willbeallowedtostay in
the hostel “after the Hostel’s
commitments to incoming first
years and the current third
years, who already are in the
Hostel, havebeenmet”.
“When the pandemic re-

cedes and the situation nor-
malisesandhostelseatsareonce
again288innumber,theCollege
wouldlookintoaccommodating

somemore students of the sec-
ondandthirdyear in thehostel,
onthebasisofneed,duringtheir
remaining years of study,” the
document read.
Thecollegealsosaiditwould

be removing a sentencewhich
says a student “will not partici-
pate in any activity seeking to
prolong my/her tenure at the
hostel” from thehostel registra-
tion form, as it has been “mis-
quoted as preventing students
fromparticipatinginallprotest”.
“Acommitteehasbeencon-

stituted toensure thateachstu-
dentwhoneedsadevice is pro-
videdoneandeachdepartment
is intheprocessof creatinga list
of students requiring devices
andtheir addresses. Thecollege
committee will ensure that
these are procured and distrib-
uted to all students who need
theseattheearliestpossible,”the
collegesaid.
However, in its email to the

principal,students’unionwrote:
“Regarding this committee,
please clearlymentionwho all
are in it, what is their status of
workandwhat isbeingdoneby
them on priority and kindly
mention the deadline bywhich
youwillmeet the requirements
of students since examinations
for the students are less than a
monthaway.”
Principal SumanSharmadid

not respond to calls seeking a
comment.

PARTIALVICTORY,SAYSSTUDENTS’UNION

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER20

A DEMAND by the Staff
Association of St Stephen’s
College, to constitute a commit-
tee comprising the heads of all
courses to “consider needs” for
financial assistance to students,
has been shot down by the
Principal,whosaiditwill“notbe
required” and that they could
only recommend cases of “de-
servingstudents”.
In his email response to the

Staff Association president
Nandita Narain, Principal John
Varghesealsosaidhewas“disap-
pointed”by theemail andthat it
was“leastrequired”.Hesaid“col-
lective responsibility” was the
needoftheday,andthatthepan-
demicwasnot thetimefor“pet-
tifoggery”and“one-upmanship”.
Narain said she raised the is-

sueagainataFinanceCommittee
meeting Friday. By evening, the
bursarputoutanoticeinvitingap-
plications fromsecondand third
yearstudents"foralimitednum-
berofcollegebursaries".Toapply,
theapplicantsneedtohaveafirst
divisionandfamilyincomebelow
Rs5lakhperannum.Theyshould
also not have anyother scholar-
shipaboveRs20,000permonth.
NarainhadThursdaywritten

toVargheseaskinghimtoconsti-
tutethecommittee,andalsocon-
sider the possibility of distribut-
ing laptops to those inneed. The
letter also referred to the suicide
of aDUstudent “as a result of fi-
nancialdistressand lackof insti-
tutional support”. Aishwarya
Reddy (19), a second-year Lady
Shri Ram College student, had

committedsuicideonNovember
2 at her Telangana home. Her
familycouldn'taffordalaptopfor
hertoattendonlineclasses.
Inhisresponse,Varghesesaid,

“Pleasebeinformedthatthecol-
lege and everyworking part of
thecollegeadministration/com-
munity hasONLY the interest of
the studentsatheart... I feel a lit-
tle disappointed that a commu-
nicationofthekindthatyouhave
sentwasdone.Itisleastrequired.”
“The college administration,

including the Principal and the
Bursar, aremost accessible and,
in fact, a recent communication
by the Bursar also bears out the
factthatsomestudentissuesper-
taining to fees have been ad-
dressed. There has been no in-
stancewhere a student has ever
been turned away for want of
funds; in fact theadministration
hasonlysoughtwaysandmeans
to ensure that our students face
noproblems, especiallywhen it
comestoacademics,”headded.
Varghesesaidthatthesugges-

tionfor“Heads(ofdepartments)
being given the responsibility of
forming a committee to handle
bursaries...willnotberequired”.
“Headsmayrecommendthe

case/sof deservingstudentsand
the office of the Bursar will do
whatever it takes to ensure that
ourstudentsenjoythebenefitsof
an uninterrupted study to help
themmove onwith their stud-
ies,”hesaid.
“Thistimeof thepandemicis

certainly not one to indulge in
pettifoggery, one-upmanship or
try topull indifferentdirections.
Thefocusmustbe,willbeonthe
students and they alonewill be
thecentreofourfocus,”headded.
Onthepossibilityofdistribut-

ing laptops, Bursar Renish
Abraham had told The Indian
ExpressThursday,“Weusedtois-
suelaptopstostudentswhilethey
were on campus, but now since
laptops are providedby theuni-
versity, Idon’t thinkwecansend
ittotheirresidence...Probablywe
needtohaveapolicyonthis.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER20

ACOLDwaveis forecast inDelhi
on Saturday and Sunday as the
minimum temperature on
Friday dropped to 7.5 degrees
Celsius, lowest for theseasonso
farthisyearandfivedegreesbe-
lownormal.
For themonthofNovember,

thisisthelowestreadingofmer-
curyatnighttimesince2006,as
per India Meteorological
Department (IMD).
Minimum temperature last

fellbelowthismarkattheIMD’s
Safdarjungobservatory,whichis
representative of the city, on
November29,2006whenitwas
7.3degreesCelsius.
Kuldeep Srivastava, head of

theIMD’sregionalweatherfore-
castingcentreinDelhi,said,“We
are receiving cold winds from
northern areas that have wit-
nessed snowfall in the past few
days.Delhialsohasclearskiesat
present,whichiscausinghigher
radiation and faster cooling at
night time.”
Srivastava added that areas

in Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Jammu &
Kashmirhadwitnessedsnowfall
earlierthisweekandwindsfrom
these regionswere influencing
Delhi’s temperature.
He said that by Sunday, the

minimum temperature is ex-
pected to reach 7 degrees
Celsius. “Cold wave conditions
could persist on Saturday and
Sunday, after which themini-
mum temperature is expected
to rise,” Srivastavasaid.
In plains, the IMD’s criteria

for coldwave iswhen themini-
mumtemperatureis10degrees
Celsius or lower and the depar-
turefromnormaltemperatureis
below4.5degrees for twodays.
Maximumor day time tem-

perature in Delhi has also
dropped from 31.6 degrees
Celsius on November 4 to 25.4
degrees Celsius on Friday, two
degreesbelownormal.
Meanwhile, the average air

quality index (AQI) of Delhi de-
terioratedwithin the ‘poor’ cat-
egoryonFridaywithareadingof
296,higherthan211recordedon
Wednesday, as per the Central
PollutionControlBoard.
Air quality is expected to re-

main in the ‘very poor’ to ‘poor’
category for the next two days,
according to a forecast fromthe
MinistryofEarthSciences’mon-
itorSAFAR.

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER20

THE DELHI High Court has di-
rected the CBI to conduct a pre-
liminary inquiry into the affairs
of aDehradun-baseddrugreha-
bilitationcentrewherea22-year-
old Delhiwomanwas allegedly
detained for at least 22 days on
the request of hermother, who
objectedtoherrelationshipwith
amarriedman from a different
faith. Delhi Police has also been
directedtoregisteranFIRagainst
thecentre,itsdirectorandothers
responsibleforherillegaldeten-
tion.
ThedivisionbenchofJustices

Vipin Sanghi and Rajnish

BhatnagaraskedtheCBItoexam-
ine“thecomplete records, activ-
ities and ongoings” at Golden
Dream Society Rehabilitation
Centre,Dehradun, and register a
case, if it ismadeout,underpro-
visions of law. The possibility of
thecentrebeingmisused for the
purposeofforciblydetainingpeo-
ple on the ground that they re-
quire rehabilitation cannot be
ruledout,saidthecourt.
Theorderhasbeenpassed in

ahabeas corpus filed earlier this
monthbyafriendofthedetained
woman. The courtwas told the
22-year-old was engaged in a
propertydisputewithhermother
andwasmissingsinceOctober17.
DelhiPolice,inastatusreport,told
thecourtonNovember9thatshe

was admitted to a rehabilitation
centre as she was addicted to
drugs—aclaimchallengedbyher
friend, who said it was her
brotherwhowasundergoingre-
habilitationthereonce.
The story unfolded on

November12,whenthe22-year-
old was produced before the
court through video-conferenc-
ing. Stating that shewasnot ad-
dicted to any substance, the
womantoldthecourtshewasil-
legally detained. The rehabilita-
tioncentre’sdirector,VikasBisht,
conceded before the court she
wasnotsufferingfromanyaddic-
tionanddoesnotrequirerehabil-
itation. Itwas also revealed that
thecentrechargedRs8,000from
thewoman’smother, who had

laid down conditions for her
daughter’srelease.
After an interactionwith the

mother,thecourtcametothecon-
clusion that “her real concern” is
that her daughter is “in relation
with... amarriedmanwith two
children”.Shetoldthecourthehad
been“exploiting”the22-year-old
forthepast2.5years.
The court in the order said it

has“counselled”thewomansep-
arately and she stated that she
“does not wish to have any al-
liance”witheitherthemanorher
mother.Thecourtdirectedpolice
to ensure her release from the
centre,notingthatsheisamajor.
Meanwhile, theHCalso took

noteofDelhiPolice’sfailuretoact
on complaints made by the

mother at police stations in
BindapurandShahdararegarding
threats issued toherandher son
bythemanwhowasallegedly in
arelationshipwithherdaughter.
“Unfortunately, this is the usual
trend...Peoplewhocomefromthe
poorerstrataofthesocietyhardly
ever areheardby thepolice and
their complaints remain unac-
tioned,”saidthecourt,asitnoted
noFIRhadbeenregisteredandno
actionhadbeentaken.
Directingthepolicecommis-

sioner to take action “against
erringofficials”,theHCaskedhim
toensurethatappropriateaction
is taken on the complaints filed
by themother and that theman
doesnotcometoherresidenceor
loiteraroundtheplace.

Staff association seeks panel
to assist students, St Stephen’s
principal says no need

Woman forcibly sent to rehab, court orders probe

Weekend cold wave
as city sees frostiest
Nov since 2006

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER20

HIGHCONCENTRATIONofultra-
fineparticlesintheair,whichcan
“increasetheriskofcancer”,was
found in Delhi-NCR in the days
before and after Diwali by a
NASA-fundedresearch.
Analysis of data from 35

PurpleAir sensors in a radius of
200kmfromDelhifoundthatthe
concentrationofparticulatemat-
terofsizeonemicrometres(PM1)
increased from 100 µg/m3 in
September to200-300µg/m3in
onemonthfromOctober15.
The data was analysed by

Palak Balyan from the IIT Delhi,
APDimrifromJNUandSKDhaka
fromDU,whoemphasisedonthe
need to monitor PM1, which
presentlydoesnothaveanexpo-
sure limit in India unlike PM2.5
andPM10.Balyansaid,“PM1can
impactourhealthmorebyreach-

ingdeeper intoourlungs.”
Concentration of PM2.5,

which has a 24-hour exposure
limit of 60 µg/m3,was found to
be close to 1,000 µg/m3 on
November 10 and around 700
µg/m3onNovember14.
Whiletheanalysisattributed

thisspikeinPM2.5tomainlycrop
residue burning in Punjab and
Haryana, it also stated that high
humidity and low temperature
cause smaller PM1 particles to
merge and formsecondary par-
ticlesoflargersize.ProfessorArun
SharmaoftheUniversityCollege
of Medical Sciences, DU, said,
“Particlesof size1micronor less
are more harmful as they can
cross the mucus barrier and,
throughblood circulation, reach
any organ and cause damage or
increasetheriskof cancer.”
Asper theanalysis, composi-

tionofPM1andsmallerparticles
mainly “contain trace elements”
thatcreatea"carcinogenicrisk".

NewDelhi:A28-year-oldmanhasfiledacomplaint
againsthiswifeandherfamilyforallegedlyforcing
himtoconverttoIslam.Policesaidthecomplainant,
Mohit, has namedhiswifeNazreen, her parents
FareedandShaheen,anduncleAhmad.TheFIRhas
beenfiledundersectionsofcriminalintimidation,
cheatingbypersonation, extortion andoutraging
religiousfeelings.PKMishra,DCP(Rohini),saidthe
allegedincidentdatesbacktolastyear.
Policesaidthewomanandherfamilyhadalso

filedadowrycaseagainstMohitlastyear.Asperthe
FIR,MohitclaimshemetNazreenonFacebooktwo
yearsagoandshetoldhimsheisHindu.“Fivedays
beforethewedding,IcametoknowsheisMuslim.
Shetoldmethatshe’sreadytobeaHindu…Later,
sheandherparentscalledmetoGhondainUPand
harassedme.TheytoldmetogivethemRs80,000
and lockedme in ahotel,” he alleges, adding that
theyalsocoercedhimtoconvert.ENS

Childrenplay inthesprayof ananti-smoggunalongthe
HindonRiveronFriday.AbhinavSaha

Research points to
PM1 increase, experts
say most harmful

Man alleges forced
conversion by wife
and her parents

Thestudents’unionsaid
manydemandswereyet to
beachieved

Applicationshavebeeninvitedfrom2ndand3rdyear
students ‘fora limitednumberof collegebursaries’

Day Min Max

Saturday 8°C 25°C
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Monday 8°C 25°C
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Tuesday 8°C 25°C
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Wednesday 9°C 26°C
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Mist
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