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HCL Grant 2022 recognizes India's Most Innovative NGOs and their 
Transformative Development Projects for Rural India 

 
• Announces ₹16.5 crores (US$2.21 million) grant to NGOs in the seventh edition of HCL Grant, 

taking the total commitment over that timeframe to ₹95.75 crores (US$12.85 million). 

• Three winning NGOs in the categories of Environment, Health and Education receive ₹5 crores 
(US$671,140) each. 

 
NOIDA, India - March 7, 2022 - HCL Foundation (HCLF), the CSR (corporate social responsibility) arm of 
HCL Technologies, today announced the winning NGOs of the seventh edition of HCL Grant, a flagship 
program dedicated to supporting diverse, innovative and inclusive initiatives of NGOs for sustainable 
transformation of rural India in areas of environment, health and education. 
 
Three winning NGOs, one each in the development areas of environment, health and education, received 
₹5 crores (US$671,140) each for three to five-year projects. The remaining two finalists in each category 
will receive one-year grants of ₹25 lakhs (US$33,557) each, making a total grant of ₹16.5 crores (US$2.21 
million).  
 
The winning NGOs of HCL Grant 2022 are:  

• Environment - Professional Assistance for Development Action (PRADAN)  

• Health - The Association for People with Disability (APD) 

• Education - Language and Learning Foundation (LLF)  
 
Established in 2015, HCL Grant has emerged as one of India's biggest and most coveted institutionalized 
CSR grants recognizing the rise of the Fifth Estate - the NGOs. The HCL Grant supports India's most 
innovative NGOs and their breakthrough projects in environment, health and education to help transform 
rural communities across the country. Under the HCL Grant program, HCLF has so far committed ₹95.75 
crores (US$12.85 million), including this year's Grant. In the past six years, the HCL Grant has reached 
over 840,000+ beneficiaries and it continues to transform the lives of at least 2.3 million people from 
30,000+ villages from remote districts in 19 states and two Union Territories of India. 
 
Ms. Robin Ann Abrams, Chairperson of the Jury, ESG & Diversity Board Committee Chair Board 
Committees Member - Nomination and Remuneration, Audit, Risk Management, HCL Technologies said, 
"In the last seven years, HCL Grant has helped us go beyond the limits of our capacities to extend our CSR 
work to the remotest corners of the country. Focused on core priorities of environment, health and 
education, HCL Grant has set standards in enhancing accountability in civil society, accelerating systemic 
change, strengthening government response, and fortifying the change-making quotient of communities. 
Despite the pandemic and lockdowns, our due-diligence processes continued on-ground, and we remained 
committed to our larger goal of nation-building and rural transformation." 
 
Ms. Nidhi Pundhir, Director, HCL Foundation, said, "The HCL Grant recognizes not only ideas, but also the 
power to transform these ideas into implementable projects. It is heartening for us to note that with HCL 
Grant, we are co-creating stories of development transformation in the country. HCL Grant is a step toward 
recognizing the Fifth Estate - the Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). Through HCL Grant, HCL 
Foundation aims to achieve sustainable rural development by supporting NGOs doing pathbreaking work 
in the environment, health and education categories. NGOs have become critical agents of change, playing 
a decisive role in nation-building. Heartiest congratulations to all the finalists and winners." 
 
The NGOs were chosen after screening and review of applications by an eminent jury, monitored and 
audited by Grant Thornton, the governance partner of HCL Grant. The distinguished jury members were: 
Ms. Robin Ann Abrams, Chairperson of the Jury, ESG & Diversity Board Committee Chair Board 
Committees Member - Nomination and Remuneration, Audit, Risk Management, HCL Technologies; Mr. 
Suresh Narayanan, Chairman, and Managing Director, Nestle India Limited; Mr. B. S. Baswan, Former 
Director, Indian Institute of Public Administration, and Former Secretary, Human Resource Development 



 

Ministry; Ms. Pallavi Shroff, Managing Partner, Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co; Dr. Richard Lariviere, 
Sanskrit Scholar & President Emeritus, Field Museum (Chicago), and Mr. Shiv Nadar, Founder, HCL Group, 
Chairman Emeritus & Strategic Advisor to the Board. 
 
On this occasion, HCL Foundation released the sixth volume of the compendium "Fifth Estate – NGOs 
Transforming Rural India in Environment, Health and Education." As part of the HCL Grant, HCL Foundation 
helps NGOs enhance and strengthen their organizations and institute governance structures to make them 
future-ready. 
 
For more information, please visit www.hclfoundation.org/hcl-grant 
 

About HCL Technologies  
  
HCL Technologies (HCL) empowers global enterprises with technology for the next decade, today. HCL’s 
Mode 1-2-3 strategy, based on its deep-domain industry expertise, customer-centricity and entrepreneurial 
culture of Ideapreneurship™, enables businesses to transform into next-gen enterprises. 
  
HCL offers its services and products through three business units: IT and Business Services (ITBS), 
Engineering and R&D Services (ERS) and Products & Platforms (P&P). ITBS enables global enterprises to 
transform their businesses through offerings in the areas of applications, infrastructure, digital process 
operations and next generational digital transformation solutions. ERS offers engineering services and 
solutions in all aspects of product development and platform engineering. P&P provides modernized 
software products to global clients for their technology and industry specific requirements. Through its 
cutting-edge co-innovation labs, global delivery capabilities and broad global network, HCL delivers holistic 
services in various industry verticals, categorized as Financial Services, Manufacturing, Technology & 
Services, Telecom & Media, Retail & CPG, Life Sciences & Healthcare and Public Services.  
  
As a leading global technology company, HCL takes pride in its diversity, social responsibility, sustainability 
and education initiatives. For the 12 months ended Dec. 31, 2021, HCL had consolidated revenue of 
US$11.18 billion. Its nearly 198,000 ideapreneurs operate out of 52 countries.  
  
For more information, visit www.hcltech.com 
  

Forward–looking Statement  

Certain statements in this release are forward-looking statements, which involve a number of risks, 
uncertainties, assumptions and other factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those 
in such forward-looking statements. All statements, other than statements of historical fact are statements 
that could be deemed forward looking statements, including but not limited to the statements containing the 
words 'planned', 'expects', 'believes', 'strategy', 'opportunity', 'anticipates', 'hopes' or other similar words. 
The risks and uncertainties relating to these statements include, but are not limited to, risks and 
uncertainties regarding impact of pending regulatory proceedings, fluctuations in earnings, our ability to 
manage growth, intense competition in IT services, Business Process Outsourcing and consulting services 
including those factors which may affect our cost advantage, wage increases in India, customer 
acceptances of our services, products and fee structures, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled 
professionals, our ability to integrate acquired assets in a cost effective and timely manner, time and cost 
overruns on fixed-price, fixed-time frame contracts, client concentration, restrictions on immigration, our 
ability to manage our international operations, reduced demand for technology in our key focus areas, 
disruptions in telecommunication networks, our ability to successfully complete and integrate potential 
acquisitions, the success of our brand development efforts, liability for damages on our service contracts, 
the success of the companies / entities in which we have made strategic investments, withdrawal of 
governmental fiscal incentives, political instability, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring 
companies outside India, and unauthorized use of our intellectual property, other risks, uncertainties and 
general economic conditions affecting our industry. There can be no assurance that the forward-looking 
statements made herein will prove to be accurate, and issuance of such forward looking statements should 

http://www.hclfoundation.org/hcl-grant
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcltech.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csuraj.bhardwaj%40hcl.com%7C45b52d765cc0464825d108d9fbb35081%7C189de737c93a4f5a8b686f4ca9941912%7C0%7C0%7C637817569837412704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=49aLFIgji4AYUWAzX2Eit8M%2F2aXhiAt0vIq11Kc4dLY%3D&reserved=0


 

not be regarded as a representation by the Company or any other person that the objective and plans of 
the Company will be achieved. All forward-looking statements made herein are based on information 
presently available to the management of the Company and the Company does not undertake to update 
any forward-looking statement that may be made from time to time by or on behalf of the Company. 
  
For further details, please contact: 
HCL Technologies  

  
Meenakshi Benjwal, Americas 
meenakshi.benjwal@hcl.com   
  
Elka Ghudial, EMEA 
elka.ghudial@hcl.com 
  
Devneeta Pahuja, India and APAC 
devneeta.p@hcl.com 
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