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France Razes Beach Apartment North Korea May Have Launched 
New Ballistic Missile Unit Report 

Block As Rising Sea Bites 
Four stories Four stories high, it tar- ittar- 
geted vacationers in 
Soulac-sur-Mer, at the 
northernmost tip ofthe 
Gironde estuary in 
southwest France, 
known for its broad 
gokken beaches and 
pine forests. 

SOULAC: (AGENCY) 

‘When it was built atthe end 
of the 1960s on one of 
France's most glorious 
Atlantic coastlines, the 
beach eas over 200 metres 
(656 ft) away. Today, th 
ul. of the 80 flat Le Signal 
apartment block perches 
precariously on a dune just 
metres from the water and 
local authorities are tearing 
it down before it tumbles. 

Four stories high, it tar- 
geted vacationers in Soulac- 
sur-Mer, at the northern- 
most tip of the Gironde 
estuary in southwest 
France, known for its broad 
golden beaches and pine 
forests, But with beaches 
disappearing at a rate of 

about2.5 metres per year in 
past decades, Soulac-sur- 
Mer suffered some of the 
fastest coastal erosion in 
France. By 2010, the ocean 
was lapping at the dune on 
which Le Signal was built 

In 2014, the kcal gov- 
ernment decided to relocate 
the buiking's inhabitants 
and began the long process 
of expropriation and 
removing asbestos before 
starting demolition earlier 
this month. Behind a fence 
ona sunny day in February, 

residents and vacationers 
watched as an excavator bit 

pieces out of Le Signal's 
empty hulk, 

"The demolition of this 
building puts a finger on a 
key question of our times, 
dimate change and its 
impact on ocean levels," said 
71-year-o local resident 
Guy Bouyssou, who also 
feared the village itself, just 
north of Le Signal, could be 
the next in line for water 
damage. Adrien Privat, an 
official at French coast pro- 

tection agency Conservatoir 
du Littoral, said that threat 
is very real "Le Signal's situ- 
ation is largely symbolic for 
what is happening in terms 
of coastal erosion France," 
be said 

Privat said that global 
warming was having a 
major impact as higher 
average sea kvels exacer- 
bate other factors that 
cause erosion and make 
shorelines more vulnerable 
to storms. 

He added the boxy 

4 Killed In New Zealand As Cyclone 
Survivors Get Rescued From Roofiops 
“In some cases, flood 
waters were up to the 
second storey of homes 
where peopl were 
being rescued” a mili- 
tary spokesperson said. 

NEW ZEALAND: (AGENCY) 

Military helicopters 
winched stranded storm 
survivors to safety | in New 
Zealand on Wed 
afer Cycbnt Gabriel pi 
four people and displaced 
10,500 more. With the 
storm now fading into the 
South Pacific, rescue teams 
have finally reached 
regions cut off by days of 
torrential rain and gak- 
force winds 

The New Zealand mili- 
tary deployed three NH90 
helicopters on reconnais- 
sance and rescue flights to 
the hard-hit Hawke's Bay 
area, finding families, pets 

workmates clustered 
on sodden zinc rooftops — 
surrounded by a sea of 
murky debris filkd flood- 
‘water, 

"In some cases, flood 
waters were up to the sec- 
ond storey of homes where 
peopl were being rescued” 
a military spokesperson 
said The disaster has sev- 
ered roads, collapsed hous- 
es and cut power across a 
swathe of New Zealand's 
North Island: home to more 
than three-quarters of the 
country's five million resi- 
dents. The human toll con- 
tinues to rise. Police said 
the body of a child was 
found in Bksdale on the 
remote east coast after the 

youngster was "believed to 

UK; US Guilty Of "Crimes Against Humanity" In Chagos Islands: Rights 
The two countries 
should provide full 
reparations © 
Chagossian peopl, 
inchiding their right © 
return to live in their 

homeknd HRW urged 

LONDON: (AGENCY) 

Britain and the United 
States are guilty of crimes 
against humanity in the 
forced displacement of 
indigenous peopk from the 
Chagos Islands, Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) said 
on Wedrest 

In a new 106-report, 
the US-based rights group 
added that the UK's "racial 
persecution, and continued 
blocking of their return 
home", with Washingtor's 
support, constituted an 
"ongoing cobnial crime. 

e two countries 
should provide full repara- 
tions to the Chagossian peo- 
pk, including their right to 
return to live in their home- 

land in the Chagos 
Archipelago in the Indian 
Ocean, HRW urged "The UK 
is today committing an 

have been cought in rising 
food wat 

Emergency 
Management Minister 
Kieran McAnulty said three 
other bodies had also been 
recovered from storm-hit 
areas. They included a 
woman killed when her 
house was crushed by a 
landslip in Hawke's Bay and 
a victim believed to be a 
volunteer firefighter 
trapped by a collapsing 
hore, 

About 10,500 people 
have been displaced and 
140,000 are still without 
power, according to 
MeAnul 

He haikd the "phe- 
nomenal" effort of rescue 
workers and military per- 
sonnel who plucked 
"roughly 300 peopk from 
rooftops” in Hawke's Bay 
a sprawling expanse of lush 
farmland, rugged moun- 
fins and hard-to-reach 
towns, He said a group of 
60 people were rescued 
from one large buikling 

appalling colonial crime, 
treating all Chagossians as a 
peopl without rights,” said 
Clive Baldwin, its senior 
legal adviser and lead 
author of the report. "The 
UK and the US, who togeth- 
er expelled the Chagossians 
from their homes, shoudl 
provide full reparations for 
the harm they have caused" 
London decided in 1965 to 
separate the archipelago 
from Mauritius, which was 
then part of the British 
empire, and set up a joint 
military base with the 
United States on Diego 
Garcia, the largest of the 
isles. It continues to admin- 

ister them but Mauritius, 
which became an inde: 
pendent Commonwealth 
country in 1968, has long 
fought to return the islands 
to is territory and has 
gained international sup- 
port for its cause. A 2019 
International Court of 
Justice ruling backed its 
chim and said Briain 
shoul give up control of the 
remote archipelago, Later 
that year, the UN General 
Assembly overwhelmingly 

marooned by floodwaters. 
Aerial images showed 

a once-bucolic landscape 
riven with torrents of fiood- 
water, latticed with crum- 
bling roads and scarred by 
massive landslides. 

ere's still gaps in 
our knowledge. Some areas 
haven't had communica- 
tions for a coupe of days 
and we know there's a 
shortage of food and water" 
McAnutty told radio station 
Newstalk ZB, 

New Zealand faces a 
months-bng effort to fix 
damaged roads, homes, and 
bridges. Authorities on 
Tuesday announced a 
national state of emergency 
for only the third time in the 
country's history, after the 
2019 Christchurch attacks 
and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“This is a significant 
disaster which is going to 
take many weeks for those 
areas affected to recover” 
said McAnulty "We are in 
this for the long haul" 

Gabrielle 

voted in favour of a resolu- 
tion recognising that “the 
Chagos Archipelago forms 
an integral part of the terri- 
tory of Mauritius" and rec- 
ommended Briain with- 
draw within six months 
London and Mauritius have 
begun talks over the islands’ 
sovereignty, the Mauritian 
prime minister said last 
month, after the UK con- 
firmed in November that it 
had agreed to discuss its 
future. However, Foreign 
Secretary James Cleverly 
said in a written ministerial 
statement at the time that 
the countries had agreed 
the miliary base on Diego 
Garcia would continue to 

formed off the northeastern 
coast of Australia in the 
Coral Sea on February 8, 
before barrelling across the 
South Pacific. 

It bore down on New 
Zealand's northern coast on 
Sunday, bringing gusts of 
140 kibmetres (87 miles) 
an hour. Over the next 24 
hours, coastal communities 

were doused with 20 cen- 
timetres {almost eight inch- 
es) of rain and pounded by 
11'metre (36-foot) waves 

Many parts of northern 
New Zealand were already 
waterbgged when Cycbne 
Gabrielk hit, having been 
drenched by record rainfall 
two weeks ago. The nation- 
al MetService said 
Auckland Airport received 
almost haff its annual aver- 
age rainfall in the past 45 
days. Scientists say Cycbne 
Gabrielk. 

had fed off unusually 
warm seas, driven by a 
combination of climate 
change and La Nina weath- 
er patterns, 

officials. and reviewed 
numerous documents for its 
report, It said it had identi- 
fied three crimes against 
humanity: a continuing 

building was a typical exam- 
ple of the extensive buiki-up 
of coastal areas in the sec- 
ond half of the 20th century, 
when urban planners had 
little regard for the fact that 
shorelines are dynamic and 
ever-changing 

"We estimate that 
some 50,000 residences are 
in zones that will require 
them to be moved by the 
end of the century. All of 
France's coasts are under 
threat, and sandy coastlines 
more than rocky ones,’ he 
said 

He said ever-rising sea 
levels and increasingly vio- 
lent storms made it impossi- 
ble to kt peopk live in Le 
Signal without costly shore 
protection measures that 
could also have negatively 
impacted nearby shore- 
lines. 

He added that bong 
expropriation procedures 
and the struggk to finance 
an environmentally sound 
demolition was a necessary 
rehearsal for things to 
come. 

Duringa nighttime 
pa st week, North 
Koren showemced ml. 
tipke ICBMs that are 
large enough © strike 
nearly anywhere in the 
workl 

SEOUL: (AGENCY) 

North Korea may have 
launched a miliary unit 
tasked with operating new 
intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs) in line 
with its recent restructuring 
of the military, state media 
video footage suggested 

During a nighttime 
parade last week, North 
Korea showcased multiple 
ICBMs that are large 
enough to strike nearly any- 
where in the world The 
missiles included what 
some analysts sad coul be 

totype or mockup of a 
Rw soli fuel ICBM i car 
ister launchers. A video 
aired on Feb. 9 by the reclu- 
sive country's official 
broadcaster and seen by 
Reuters on Wednesday 
showed that a previously 
unknown flag was attached 
tothe new [CBM's launcher, 
indicating the military 
might have created a sepa- 

US Unveils Deal With Elon 
Musk's Tesla On Electric 

Vehicle Chargers 
NEW YORK: {AGENCY) 

Tesla's US charging net- 
work will be avaible to 
other electric vehicle brands 
for the first time folowing 
White House negotiations 
with Ebn Musk, the Biden 
administration announced 

today. Tesla has agreed to 
make at kast 7,500 charg- 
ers nationwide open to 
non Tesla EVs by the end of 
2024, according to a White 
House fact sheet laying out 
its latest efforts to add 
500,000 EV chargers by 
2030. The White House has 

frequently had prickly rela- 
tions with Mr Musk but 
Biden administration staff 
said Tuesday the billionaire 
had been responsive when 
officials contacted major EV 
players to extend the charg- 
ing network. 

A lack of sufficient 
charging capacity has been 
seen as a major hurd for 
the EV transition in the 
United States, with driver 
fear at the lack of available 
chargers called "range anxi- a 

Currently, Tesla own- 
ers can purchase an 
adapter to charge at non- 
Tesh EV stations but other 

cobnial crime of forceg 

UK; and theiréersecution 
by the UK. 

SPECIAL TRAIN BETWEEN 
HAZUR SAHIB NANDED AND DELHI SAFDARJUNG 

For the convenience of passengers, Railways have) 
decided to run the following Special Train as per the) 
schedule given below; 

DED | 
12:15 — ¥ DELHI SAFDARJUNG 

Days of Aun : Q7677 Ex. Mazur Sahib Manded 
n 19.02: operate whatever the out- 

come. 
HRW noted that there 

had been "no car commit- 
ment to meaningful consul- 

Jn, Jalgaon Jr... Bhusaval Jn 
weargana 

Stoppage: Puma, Parbnart ni, Jain, Asangaad, 

oa ana Agra Can. 
Accommodation : 2 Tice AC, 2 Tiar AC, Sioapor and Genar 

harsi Jr. Ran Kamiagat, Bing, 
tions. 

tation with the C 
and to guarantee their right 
to reparations, including 
their right to return, in any 
settleent". The New York- 

adquartered 
interviewed dozens of peo- 
pk, including Chagossians 
and UK, US, and Mauritian 

Helpline Ho. 139 
iaradl gov in or KTES Ag 

brands are not abk to do 
the same at Tesla's net- 
work. 

Teslas network of 
"Superchargers" is widely 
viewed as constituting a 
head start over those being 
built by other companies. 
Bipartisan 2021 kgishtion 
backed by Mr Biden includ- 
ed §7.5 billion in funding 
for EV chargers. Tesla's 
shift to albw charging of 
other brands with an 
adapter allows Mr Musk's 
company to qualify for US 
subsidies, Biden adminis- 
tation officials said 

Uesday. 
The Biden 

administration's 
policy update 
also listed 
charging com- 
mitments from 
other leading 
ompanies, 

including a joint 
enture 

between Hertz 
and BP and ini- 

tiatives by General Motors, 
ChargePoint and others 

administration 

also unveiled national stan- 
dards for federally funded 
chargers to ensure consis- 
tency across marl 
Under the policy chargers 
will need to meet minimum 
reliability kvels and be 
locatable on smartphor 

rate unit to operate the 
weapons. Cho Han-bum, a 
senior felbw at the Korea 
Institute for National 
Unification in Seoul said the 
flag "effectively confirmed 
the new ICBM unit" and 
could signal a forthcoming 
test of a solid fuel weapon, 

Many of North Korea's 
specialised units have their 

Bl 
shown at past military 
parades were decorated 
with the national flag or 
nothing. The new redgokl 
flag, with a black missik 
soaring into the sky inside a 
circle, was also displayed 
among other miliary flags 
when kader Kim Jong Un 
and his family walked into 
the parade venue. Another 
flag was seen at the parade, 
apparently featuring_the 
massive Hwasong-17 ICBM, 

which can most likely reach 
the US. mainland It was 
marked with "2022.11" 
which could refer to the 
date when the North suc- 
cessfully launched the 
Hwasong-17 as it resumed 
ICBM testing for the first 
time since 2017. The poten- 
tial creation of the ICBM 
unit came after Kim calkd 
for developing more ICBMs 
and a larger nuckar arsenal 
this year to counter threats 
from the United States and 
its allies. North Korea's state 
media reported on a 
restructuring of its Korean 
Peopk's Army (KPA) and 
redesign of its flags this 
week, saying the change 
was in line with its push for 
"buikling a powerful army." 
"Many units of services and 
arms of the Peopk's Army 
have been expanded 

Briefs News 
North Korea Unveils 
Stamp Featuring Kim 
Jong Un's Daughter 

SEOUL: (AGENCY) 

North Korea has unveikd new postage stamps featuring 
kader Kim Jong Un's daughter, in what experts described 
as another sign of her 
rise as heir apparent of 
the nuclear-armed 
nation. 

North Korean state 
media never mentioned 
Kim's chiklren for years 
But in November, at the 
launch of the country's 
most powerful ballistic missik, Kim was pictured with 
his daughter in tow, There have since been several high- 
profile appearances by the daughter, who has never 
been named by Pyongyang, South Korea's spy agency 
believes she is Kim's second chiki called Ju Ae. The state- 
run Korea Samp Corporation unveikd a new series of 
stamps on Tuesday commemorating the November 18 
missik launch — five of them featuring Kim and his 
daughter. The corporation described the unnamed girl 
as Kim's "bebved daughter” in captions describing the 
stamps on its website. The series will be rekased on 
Friday. Some experts say the daughter's appearances 
indicate that she is being groomed as the next leader, and 
that the stamps further cement her place in the cult of 
personality surrounding the ruling Kim fami 

China Tgmporarily Shuts Down 
C 1 Office In Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD: (AGENCY) 

hina has temporarily chsed down the consular section 
echnical issues” ays 

Embassy in Islamabad will be temporarily close 
February 13,2023, until further notice," the notice 
The notification follows last week's notice. 
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