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National Forensic Sciences University pass-
outs to help Delhi cops in forensic probe

AHMEDABAD: More
than 100 pass-outs from the
National Forensic Sciences
University (NFSU) in
Gandhinagar are working with
Delhi Police, assisting police
in forensic probes. On August
30, Delhi Police became the
first in the country to make
forensic investigation
compulsory through a
notification. The move has
come on the heels of home
minister Amit Shah's
announcement on Sunday at
NFSU convocation that under
proposed changes in the
justice delivery system, a
forensic expert's report would
be made mandatory.

At the first National
Forensic Sciences University
(NFSU) convocation on
Sunday, Union home minister
Amit Shah had said that the
new concept of criminal
justice system would have
forensic science as an
integral part of investigation.
He had said that evidence
collection and the opinion of
a forensic expert will be
mandatory for offences
attracting more than six years
of imprisonment.

Now, Delhi Police has
become the first police force
in the country to introduce
compulsory forensic
investigation. A notification
issued by Delhi Police on
August 30 instructs the
investigating officer (IO) or
station house officer (SHO) to
summon a forensic mobile
van in cases where the

offence is likely to attract a
punishment of over six years.

"The official in charge of
the forensic mobile van shall
inspect the scene and collect
the pieces of evidence. He will
properly document them with
the help of his team," the
notification mentioned. The
forensic investigation will be
powered by the NFSU grads,
said the university officials. Dr
JM Vyas, vice-chancellor of

the university, said that
currently 120-odd graduates
from the university - experts
in different discipl ines
ranging from forensic
odontology to digital forensics
and document forensics to
toxicology - have been
recruited by Delhi Police.
They form a major chunk of
the forensic experts with the
police force. "To our
knowledge, Delhi Police is the
first in the country to make
forensic investigation
mandatory. It's a matter of
pride for us that these
experts, who graduated from
NFSU, will help the criminal
justice system with their
knowledge," Vyas said.

During his visit to the
NFSU, Union home minister
Amit Shah had also reiterated
the central government's
project to overhaul Indian
Penal Code (IPC), Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) and
Evidence Act.

A concrete without cement that
needs no water, has more strength

AHMEDABAD: The
ubiquitous concrete,
quintessentially a mixture of
cement and aggregate like
sand or gravel, used in the
construction industry just got
a green makeover.

A faculty-student project
at CEPT University has
achieved success in making
concrete without cement by
using industrial waste by-
products like fly ash or ground-
granulated blast furnace slag
(GGBS) with chemical binders
(alkali activators) and
aggregate. The researchers
claimed that it sets in less
time, needs no water for
curing and has more
compressive strength than the
conventional concrete
mixture. Bhargav Tewar,
assistant professor at Faculty
of Technology of CEPT
University, along with visiting
faculty Nikunj Dave and
students Shivam Soni and
Krupansh Patel among others,
worked on the studio project.

Bhargav Tewar,
assistant professor at Faculty
of Technology of CEPT
University, along with visiting
faculty Nikunj Dave and
students Shivam Soni and
Krupansh Patel among others,
worked on the studio project
and later directed research
project (DRP) to explore the
alternatives of cement-
concrete.

"According to some
estimates, cement production
accounts for about 8% of the

globe's carbon emission.
Moreover, energy required to
produce cement is next only
to steel and aluminium and it
uses a lot of water for curing
to attain required strength,"
he said, adding that the search
for alternatives led them to
various permutations and
combinations which eventually
reached to fruition with a
specific process.

The researchers have
made blocks and pavers from
the cement-less concrete -
technically identified as geo-
polymer concrete (GPC).
"These, when tested on
several parameters,
performed better than
expectations. For example, it
has compressive strength
more than M75 which is much
higher than the regular M30-
M40 grade of concrete being
used in buildings. The grade

of GPC concrete matches that
of concrete being used for
large infra projects such as
Metro and Bullet train," said
Prof Tewar.

Prof Tewar said that
GPC and conventional
concrete look the same.
"Importantly, we have
achieved the result at room
temperature compared to a
few global projects where the
strength gain took place at
high temperatures."

On the flip side, the
team points at two aspects -
it weighs a bit more than the
cement-concrete and
requires a production plant
near the site. It's thus more
suitable for pre-fabricated
usage such as paver blocks
even as further research is
underway.

Prof Aanal Shah, acting
dean of the Faculty of
Technology, CEPT University,
said that her doctoral
research was on GPC, and
world over the attempts are
being made to f ind
sustainable alternatives to
cement. "More awareness
about this material in the
construction industry is
needed. While countries like
Australia have used the tech
for building construction with
separate code, it will take
some time to fully understand
its applications in the Indian
context," she said.

Gujarat: 'Recover amount from
erring insurance officers'

AHMEDABAD: Lashing out
at insurance companies for
arbitrary and i l logical
rejection of Covid-19 claims
despite the policy holder
having a special insurance
cover, the Gandhinagar
District Consumer Redressal
Commission said that the
amount in such cases should
be recovered from the erring
officers of the companies.

The commission made
the remark in a case involving
one Pravinaben Patel, a
resident of Sector 25, who
had a special Corona Rakshak
Policy of Rs 2.50 lakh from
IFFCO Tokio Genera l
Insurance Co Ltd.

She fell ill in April 2021
and was treated for Covid-
19 in a hospital in Pethapur
near Gandhinagar. She
incurred a bill of Rs 1.23 lakh
and later submitted the claim
only to be rejected on
grounds that she had
hypertension, which she had
not disclosed while obtaining
the policy.

When Patel dragged the
insurer to the consumer
commission, it observed that
even the higher courts have
held that if hypertension is
not mentioned in proposal
form, it cannot be treated as
suppression of material fact.
It said hypertension or
diabetes can be controlled by
regular medication.

The commission further
said that insurance
companies do not adhere to
Insurance Regulatory and

Development Author i ty
(IRDA) circulars on Covid-19
and keep "eyes (out) as a
bloodhound and not as a
watchdog".

The commission also
observed that it is the duty
of government insurance

companies to safeguard
public money as its trustees,
and distribute it according to
the entitlements of the policy
holders, but they take a
myopic and hyper-technical
view resulting in piling up of
cases in consumer courts.

Directing the insurer to
pay Rs 2.50 lakh insurance
amount with Rs 15,000 extra
towards compensation to the
policy holder, the commission
said, "Such type of money
requires to be recovered
from the pocket or salary of
the erring officer who has
decided to deny the claim,
whimsical ly." The
commission asked the
companies to keep the
observations in mind so that
in future, the patients do not
suffer.

Gujarat crosses 1 crore Covid booster
doses in 18-60 years age group

AHMEDABAD: Gujarat
on Thursday crossed 1 crore
booster doses of Covid
vaccine in 18 to 60 years age
group. With about 4 crore
beneficiaries, 25% of the
population of the state has
now got three doses of the
vaccine. In the senior citizen
age group, 54.73 lakh have
got the booster dose, which
is over 70%, said health
department officials.

On Thursday, Gujarat
recorded 182 new Covid
cases and deaths of two
active patients. Ahmedabad
city recorded 59 cases and
death of a patient.

State crosses 1cr Covid
booster doses in 18-60 years
age group

Other cases included 30
from Vadodara city, 27 from
Surat city, and 16 from Surat
district among others. Two of
the 33 districts have zero
active Covid cases.

Gujarat in 24 hours
vaccinated 1,617 persons for
the first dose and 4,631 for
the second. In all, 5.43 crore
are administered first and
5.39 crore second dose of
Covid vaccine. The city on
Wednesday recorded 57 new

Covid cases. After discharge
of 83 patients, there were
495 active cases - these
dropped below 500 after two-
and-a-half months.

Gujarat recorded 196
Covid cases. Three active
patients, one each from
Bhavnagar city, Rajkot and
Valsad districts, succumbed
to the infection. Out of 1,673
active cases in Gujarat, 12
were on ventilators.

Other cases included 28
from Surat city, 27 from
Vadodara city, 16 from
Vadodara, and 11 from Valsad
among others. Two out of 33
districts had zero active
cases.

In the past 24 hours,
Gujarat vaccinated 366
persons for the first dose and
1,562 for the second.

In all, 5.43 crore people
were administered the first
and 5.39 crore the second
dose of Covid vaccine.

The state administered
booster doses to 6,065 senior
citizens, taking the total to
54.58 lakh. The state also
administered 60,568 booster
doses to the 18-59
population, taking the total to
98.94 lakh.

District admin
takes menace
by the horns
Rajkot: Rajkot district

administration is gearing up
to take the cow menace by
the horns and solve the
problem without any further
delay. To curb stray cattle
menace in the areas adjacent
to the Rajkot city, national and
state highways, it has asked
all the gram panchayats to
create a mechanism for strict
enforcement of stray cattle
laws and also impound stray
cattle from Monday onwards.

A meeting of all the talati-
cum-mantris of Rajkot district
was organized in the city on
Thursday. The meeting
apprised all the officials about
the need to remove stray
cattle from the villages that
fall under five kilometre
radius of Rajkot municipal
corporation’s jurisdiction, and
also of national, highway and
state highways, municipality
areas and taluka
headquarters.

The talati-cum-mantris
were asked to call a general
meeting of village panchayats
falling under their respective
jurisdiction on Friday. The
taluka development officers
have been told to arrange a
meeting with persons
concerned at the taluka
levels. The village panchayats
have been advised to fix a
fine amount for stray cattle
owners and create an
infrastructure to impound
stray cattle from their own
grants. They have been told
to start impounding from
Monday onwards and also
that the panchayat will be held
responsible for any mistakes
in enforcing the law strictly.
Rajkot district development
officer Dev Choudhary told
TOI, “We want to implement
the law strictly in all the 591
village panchayats. But in the
first phase, we are giving
priority to the vi l lages
adjoining the urban areas.”
According to the officials, 110
villages are located near
urban areas, state and
national highways in Rajkot
district.

WB artisan flees with
gold worth 28 lakh

Rajkot: A gold artisan
from west Bengal
disappeared with gold worth
Rs 28.37 lakh from a Rajkot-
based jeweller. Sanjay
Dhakan, who owns a
jewellery shop on Bhupendra
road, registered a complaint
against Robil Hussain Sheikh

and told the police that he had
given Sheikh around 3 kg of
gold in past three months to
make jewellery items. While
Sheikh returned some of the
jewellery items, but he did
not return gold worth Rs
28.36 lakh and suddenly
disappeared.

Gujarat transport bus
brake fails, kills one

RAJKOT: A state
transport bus rammed into
several vehicles in Kutch
district before it hit a shop near

Kukma bus station on
Wednesday afternoon.

The bus reportedly
suffered a brake fail and hit a
bike killing the rider Manilal
Maheshwari on the spot.
Thereafter, the bus rammed
into six auto rickshaws, three
bikes and two cars and
damaged all the vehicles
before damaging the shop.

2 bizmen facing financial
crunch end lives

Rajkot: Two businessmen
ended their lives due to
financial crunch in Rajkot and
Morbi towns, police said on
Wednesday. Mayur Bhalodiya
(32), owner of a ginning mill
in Devaliya village of Tankara
taluka in Morbi, hanged
himself to death in his mill
on Tuesday evening. Police
said that Bhalodiya had taken
a loan of Rs 5 crore from a
bank and was yet to repay
Rs 2 crore. The deceased
had suffered heavy losses in
business and had to close
down his ginning mill three
months ago. Recently,
Bhalodiya, a father of a 10-
month-old boy, received a
call from the bank for the
audit of accounts so he was
stressed, his family members
told Tankara police. Police
said that the pr imary
investigation suggests that
Bhalodiya ended his life due
to financial crunch. He got
married four years ago.
Another businessman Lalji
Patel (35) having a sewing
machine parts
manufacturing factory in

Kisan industries of Rajkot,
hanged himself to death on
Tuesday.

His family members told
Aji Dam police that Patel was
not getting any work orders
for the last three months.
Patel had to let go of all his
workers, however, he used to
go to the factory every day.
On Tuesday, Patel did not
come home for lunch from
the factory. His fami ly
members called him in the
evening but he did not
answer the phone. Patel’s
elder brother and his wife
went to the factory and found
him hanging by the ceiling
fan. Patel is survived by his
wife and a five-year-old
daughter. His family
members told Aji Dam police
that Patel was not getting any
work orders for the last three
months. Police said that
Bhalodiya had taken a loan
of Rs 5 crore from a bank and
was yet to repay Rs 2 crore.
The deceased had suffered
heavy losses in business and
had to close down his ginning
mill three months ago.

Bharuch first in
country to ready

startup
framework

Surat: Gujarat’s chemical
industrial hub Bharuch has
added a feather to its cap
by becoming the first district
in the country to introduce
the District Startup and
Innovation Framework. This
will take entrepreneurship
understanding to the level of
school students, who will get
financial support from the
district administration if their
startup idea clicks.

In the first six months,
the administration plans to
reach out to 20,000 students
and explain to them about
how they can get support for
problem solving ideas.

These students will be
from 44 higher education
institutes and 150 schools.

Further, innovation clubs
will be set up in 100 schools,
at least 10 in each block of
nine blocks in the district
and ITIs.

“Bharuch is the f irst
district in the country that
has introduced the startup
framework at the district
level. The initiatives taken in
Bharuch are important,” said
Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
Union minister of state for
Sk i l l  Development and
Entrepreneursh ip and
Electronics and Information
Technology,  dur ing h is
recent visit to the city.The
programme wi l l  be run
through the Dist r ic t
Industries Centre as nodal
department while a District
Startup and Innovation
Counc i l  cons is t ing of
representatives from the
government,  industry,
academia and society will
supervise it. “There are
state and central schemes
for startups, but we are
trying to take them to the
youth in remote places,
vi l lages, and the tr ibal
people. We have given
these programmes a shape
so that students from our
districts fi t into it,” said
Tushar Sumera, distr ict
collector, Bharuch.

Sorathiya injured in AAP,
BJP clash over banner

SURAT: Workers of
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and
the BJP clashed in Simada
area of the city near a Ganpati
Pandal over putting up the
party's banner. Meanwhile,
photos of Manoj Sorathiya,
state general secretary of
AAP, suffering head injury
have gone viral on social
media.

Cross police complaints
have been lodged by workers
of both the parties in
Sarthana police station. Police
have booked the accused in
both the FIRs for rioting,
unlawful assembly, causing
hurt and other offences.

AAP spokesperson
Rajesh Sanepara said, "Our
workers were present at the
Ganesh pandal organized by
them when the BJP workers
came there and wanted to put
up their party's banner. The
BJP men arrived with

preparation to attack us in
case of a dispute."

BJP workers called it a
pre-planned attack. "Four
workers and two labourers
went to the spot to put up
banners when the AAP
workers attacked us. They
were prepared with
weapons," said Dinesh Desai,
a BJP worker and
complainant in one of the
FIRs.

Desai alleged that he
and his co-workers too
suffered injuries in the attack.
"We are also under
treatment," Desai added.

"BJP workers went
there to put up banners. Only
four BJP workers were there
when over 100 AAP workers
attacked them. In self
defence, they (BJP workers)
fought back," said Kumar
Kanani, BJP MLA from
Varachha.
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NOTICE OF THE 30th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE COMPANY, RECORD DATE AND E-VOTING
NOTICE is hereby given that the 30th (thirtieth) Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Members of Zodiac Energy
Limited will be held on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 11:00 A.M. IST through Video Conferencing ("VC") /
Other Audio Visual Means ("OAVM"). The venue of the Meeting shall be deemed to be the Registered Office of
the Company i.e. U.G.F 4-5-6, Milestone Building, Nr. Khodiyar Restaurant, Nr. Drive-In Cinema, Thaltej,
Ahmedabad - 380 054.
In accordance with the General Circular No. 14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, General Circular No. 17/2020 dated
April 13, 2020, General Circular No. 20/2020 dated May 05, 2020, General Circular No. 22/2020 dated June 15,
2020, General Circular No. 33/2020 dated September 28, 2020, General Circular No. 39/2020 dated December
31, 2020,  General Circular No. 02/2021 dated January 13, 2021, General Circular No. 10/2021 dated June 23,
2021 and General Circular no. 02/2022 dated May 05, 2022  (hereinafter collectively referred to as "MCA
Circulars") issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs ("MCA") and Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/ CMD2/ CIR/P/ 2021/
11 dated January 15, 2021 and Circular No. SEBI/HO/DDHS/P/CIR/2022/0063 dated May 13, 2022 issued by
the Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the Notice of AGM along with Annual Report 2021-22 have been
sent through electronic mode only to those Members whose email addresses are registered with the Company/
Depositories. Member may note that Notice and Annual Report 2021-22 have been uploaded on the website of
the Company at www.zodiacenergy.com, website of National Stock Exchange of India Limited at
www.nseindia.com  and BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and website of National Securities Depository Limited
(NSDL) i.e.   www.evoting.nsdl.com.
The Register of Members and Share Transfer Books of the Company will be closed from Wednesday, September
21, 2022 to Tuesday, September 27, 2022 (both days inclusive) and same will be re-opened from Wednesday,
September 28, 2022 onwards. Members whose names are recorded in the Register of Members or in the
Register of Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depositories as on Tuesday, September 20, 2022 ("Cut-off
date"), shall only be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting as well as e-voting on the Annual General
Meeting.
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rules made thereunder (as
amended) and Regulation 44 of SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015 (as amended) and above mentioned MCA
Circulars, the Company is providing facility of remote e-voting and e-voting on the date of the AGM to its
Members in respect of the businesses to be transacted at the AGM. For this purpose, the Company has entered
into an agreement with NSDL for facilitating voting through electronic means.
The remote e-voting will commence on 9:00 A.M. on Saturday, September 24, 2022 and will end on 5:00 P.M.
on Monday, September 26, 2022. During this period, the members of the Company holding shares as on Cut-
off date may cast their vote electronically (Remote E-Voting). Members may note that a) the remote e-voting
module shall be disabled by NSDL after the aforesaid date and time for voting and once the vote on a resolution
is cast by the member, the member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently; b) the facility of e-voting
shall be made available at the 30th AGM; and c) the members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior
to the 30th AGM may also attend the 30th AGM but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again. Detailed
procedure for remote e-voting/ e-voting is provided in the Notice of the 30th Annual General Meeting.
Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and become member of the Company after dispatch of the
Notice of AGM and holding shares as on the cut-off date i.e. Tuesday, September 20, 2022, may obtain the
login ID and password by sending a request at evoting@nsdl.co.in or cs@zodiacenergy.com. However, if you
are already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting then you can use your existing user ID and password for
casting your vote. If you forgot your password, you can reset your password by using "Forgot Password"
option available on www.evoting.nsdl.com.
In case of any queries for e-voting, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for Shareholders
and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the download section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or call
on toll free no.: 1800-222-990 and  1800 22 44 30 or send a request at evoting@nsdl.co.in. Members may also
contact Ms. Niyati Parikh, Company Secretary of the Company at the registered office of the Company or may
write an e-mail to cs@zodiacenergy.com or may call on +91 78618 52563 for any further clarification.Members
can attend and participate in the Annual General Meeting through VC/OAVM facility only. The instructions for
joining the Annual General Meeting are provided in the Notice of the Annual General Meeting. In case the
shareholders/members have any queries or issues regarding participation in the AGM, you can write an email to
evoting@nsdl.co.in or Call on: - Tel: 1800-222-990. Members attending the meeting through VC/OAVM shall be
counted for the purposes of reckoning the quorum under Section 103 of the Companies Act, 2013.

Ram temple-themed pandal a big hit
Surat: A Ganesh pandal set up on the theme of the

under-construction Ram temple in Ayodhya is attracting
huge crowds in Surat city, with the organisers saying

its pillars and lighting give visitors a feel of actually being
inside the temple. The pandal’s entrance is an exact
replica of the Ayodhya temple's entrance, they claimed.
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