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Kovind defends new farm laws 
and condemns R-Day violence

Government is ‘vigilant’, says President amid standoff with China
OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: President 
Ram Nath Kovind on Friday 
strongly defended the three 
new agri laws saying their ben-
efits have begun reaching 10 
crore small farmers instantly 
and condemned as "'very 
unfortunate" the Republic Day 
violence and "dishonour" to 
the tricolour during the tractor 
parade by the protesting farm 
unions here.

In his customary address 
to the joint sitting of Parlia-
ment that marks the start of 
the Budget session, Kovind, 
without naming China, also 
slammed that country for its 
efforts to disrupt peace at the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
in "utter disregard" of bilateral 
relations and agreements.

Hailing the security forces 
for foiling attempts to change 
the status quo at the border 
amid an "unprecedented esca-
lation" in tension, Kovind, 
who is also the Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces, 
said the government is "vigi-
lant" and that additional forces 
have been deployed to safe-
guard India's sovereignty.

The President's hour-long 
address was boycotted by over 

20 opposition parties includ-
ing the Congress in support 
of the demand of the pro-
testing farmers for the repeal 
of the three farm laws. Con-
gress MP Ravneet Singh Bittu 
raised slogans like 'Jai Jawan 
Jai Kisan' during the address. 
Some opposition MPs were 
heard raising slogans in the 
Central Hall's gallery.

The government's efforts to 
deal with the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the massive vacci-
nation drive also came in for 
praise from President Kovind 
whose address is cleared by the 
Union Cabinet.

With his speech outlining 
the government's work and 
agenda coming at the time of 
a lengthy agitation by farm-
ers at Delhi's border, Kovind 
highlighted the Modi dispen-
sation's efforts to give fillip to 
agriculture, especially small 
farmers, and also dwelt at 
length about its measures to 
boost economy, infrastructure, 
industry and helping the poor 
among others.

He also noted that the new 
farm reform laws enacted 
in September last year have 
immediately benefited 10 crore 
small farmers, and said vari-
ous parties in the past had sup-

ported these measures.
Criticising the violence 

which marred the farmers' 
protest on the Republic Day 
on January 26, he said if the 
Constitution gives us the right 
to freedom of expression, it 
also teaches us to take laws and 
rules seriously.

Noting that the Supreme 
Court has put the implementa-
tion of the three laws on hold, 
Kovind said the government 

will respect whatever is the 
decision of the apex court.

"My Government has 
always respected freedom of 
expression and holding of 
peaceful agitations in a dem-
ocratic set up. However, the 
recent acts of dishonouring the 
National Flag and showing dis-
respect to the auspicious occa-
sion of the Republic Day are 
unfortunate," he said.

The need of the hour in the 

agricultural sector is to focus 
our attention on the small and 
marginal farmers who own 
only less than two hectares of 
land and comprise more than 
80 percent of the farmers in the 
country, he said, putting their 
numbers at over 10 crore.

"My government accords 
priority to these small and 
marginal farmers too. In order 
to provide expenditure sup-
port to these farmers, almost 
Rs 1,13,000 crore have been 
directly transferred to their 
bank accounts under Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi."

Acknowledging that 
the Budget session is being 
held at a challenging time of 
COVID-19, he said no matter 
how big the challenge is, India 
will remain undeterred and 
asserted whenever the coun-
try has remained united, it has 
attained even seemingly unat-
tainable goals.

The President expressed his 
satisfaction over the govern-
ment's measures to fight the 
pandemic and asserted that its 
timely decisions saved lives of 
lakhs of people while its record 
package helped the economy. 
Over 80 crore poor people 
were provided free ration for 
eight months, he said.

Highlights
»» The need of the hour in the agricultural sector is to focus 
our attention on the small and marginal farmers: Kovind

»» The President expressed his satisfaction over the govern-
ment’s measures to fight the pandemic and asserted that 
its timely decisions saved lives of lakhs of people

NEW DELHI: As the Bud-
get session of the Parliament 
commenced on Friday, the 
members of various oppo-
sition parties raised slogans 
in Lok Sabha demanding 
repeal of the three new farm 
laws.

As soon as the House 
paid tributes to late Union 
minister Suresh Angadi 
and 26 former members, 
including Jaswant Singh, 
Tarun Gogoi, Motilal Vora, 
Ahmed Patel and Ram Vilas 
Paswan, members from the 
Congress, DMK and the 
Left parties entered the Well 
of the House raising slo-
gans. The members of Shiv 
Sena were also seen raising 
slogans from their seats.

The opposition mem-
bers were demanding repeal 
of the three new farm laws. 
They were also demanding 
that obituary be paid to the 
farmers who have died dur-
ing the agitation by farmers 
against the legislations.

Notably, over 20 oppo-
sition parties boycotted the 
President’s address to the 
joint sitting of Parliament 
in support of the demand 
of the protesting farmers 
for the repeal of the three 
farm laws. Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi was present 
in the House when his col-
leagues were raising slogans 
in the Well near the Speak-
er’s podium.

However, Speaker Om 
Birla urged the agitating 
members to return to their 
seats and adhere to the 
Covid-19 protocols, includ-
ing distancing norms.

Soon after the House 
met for the day, JD(U) 
leader Sunil Kumar, who 
had won the bypoll from 
Valmiki Nagar parliamen-
tary seat, took oath as a 
member. � MPOST

Oppn raises 
slogans against 
3 farm laws in 

Lok Sabha

‘If not resolved, farmers’ 
agitation will spread’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Hitting out 
at the government, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on Fri-
day warned that if farmers’ 
agitation is not resolved, it will 
spread from villages to urban 
cities of the country.

In a no-holds-barred attack 
at the Centre, Gandhi accused 
the government of trying to 
intimidate and discredit the 
farmers, using the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA).

“It is very obvious that 
the farmers are very agitated 
because the government is 
destroying their livelihood. It 
is destroying the livelihood of 
our labourers and it is going to 
give the middle class a shock in 
the coming times because the 
prices of food are going to sky-
rocket,” the former Congress 
chief said at a press conference.

“What is being done to the 
farmers is absolutely criminal. 
You (government) are beat-
ing them, you are threatening 
them, you are bullying them, 
you are trying to discredit 
them,” he said, adding that the 
government needs to talk to the 
farmers and provide a solution 
to them.

Gandhi asserted that the 
only solution is repealing these 
laws and “putting the laws into 
the waste paper basket”.

“The government must not 
think that the farmers are going 

back home. They are not going 
home and my concern is that 
this situation is going to spread. 
We do not need this situation 
to spread, we need a conversa-
tion with farmers and we need 
a solution,” Gandhi asserted.

Explaining about the 
impact of three farm laws on 
farmers, he said, “The first law 
destroys the mandi system 
and agricultural markets of 
this country, while the second 
law allows unlimited storage of 
grain and other materials and 
will make it practically impos-
sible for our farmers to negoti-
ate their prices and the third 
law basically says that if the 
farmers have a grievance, they 
cannot go to court.”

Responding to a question, 
he said, “The farmers’ move-
ment is going to spread to 
other states and cannot be sup-
pressed. The whole issue is not 
just about farmers and this will 
go from farmers to workers to 
urban areas and slums.” 

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh 
police have filed a First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) against 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
and six journalists over their 
'misleading' tweets on the vio-
lence during the farmers' trac-
tor rally in Delhi, an official 
said on Friday. The FIR was 
registered in Bhopal after a 
complaint lodged by one Sanjay 
Raghuwanshi late on Thursday 
night, Misrod Police Inspector 
Niranjan Sharma said.

The journalists named in 
the FIR are Mrinal Pande, 
Rajdeep Sardesai, Vinod Jose, 
Zafar Agha, Paresh Nath and 
Anant Nath. An unidentified 

person has also been named in 
the FIR, he said.

The case against them was 
registered under IPC sections 
153 A (promoting enmity 
between different groups on 
ground of religion, race, place 
of birth, residence, language, 
etc), 153 a (1) b (any act which 
is prejudicial to the mainte-
nance of harmony between 
different religious, racial, lan-
guage or regional groups and 
which disturb or are likely to 
disturb public tranquility) and 
505 (2) (statements creating 
or promoting enmity, hatred 
or ill-will between classes),  
Sharma said.  � AGENCIES

FIR against Tharoor, 6 scribes 

NEW DELHI: The BJP on Fri-
day accused Rahul Gandhi of 
declaring "war" on Indians and 
giving a call for "violence" after 
the Congress leader warned 
the government that if farmers'' 
protest is not defused then their 
agitation will spread across the 
country.

At a press conference, 
Union minister and BJP leader 

Smriti Irani alleged that Gan-
dhi has said if Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi does not sup-
port his political stand, then 
cities will "burn".

"Never before in our dem-
ocratic history have we wit-
nessed a political leader asking 
for fire of violence to spread 
instead of seeking and promot-
ing peace," she said, alleging 

that Gandhi wants violence 
that the national capital saw 
during the farmers'' protest on 
Republic Day to be replicated 
across the country, including 
in slums where the poor live.

She also hit out at the Con-
gress leader for not speaking 
a word of support and conso-
lation to over 400 police per-
sonnel who were injured in 

violence during the farmers'' 
tractor parade on Republic Day 
and not speaking against the 
attacks on cops and others.

This is shocking but 
expected of him, Irani said.

He not only wants law and 
order breakdown but also sup-
ports anarchic elements daring 
to insult tricolour and break 
country, she alleged. � MPOST

Smriti Irani accuses Rahul of giving a call for ‘violence’

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Subject:	Tender No. OP2/28/2020-21 – Hiring of Mahindra / 

TATA Pickup Half body vehicle with driver for attending 
complaints, mtc, work daily under Electy OP Sub division 
No. 5, UT Chandigarh. (Initially for 10 months to be 
extended further 10 Months after 10 months on mutually 
agreed terms and conditions)

The subject cited tender due to be opened on dated i.e. 
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All the other terms and conditions shall remain the same
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