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Govt can now intercept, stop messages
Thiscanbedoneforpublicsafetyorduringpublicemergencies

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
NewDelhi,25June

C ertain chunks of the
Telecommunications Act,
2023, will come into effect

fromWednesday,allowing theCentre
and state governments to intercept
messages,andtaketemporaryposses-
sionof telecomnetworks in the inter-
est of public safety or during emer-
gencies.

New rules on right of way for tele-
com infrastructure and penalties on
SIM ownership will also be imple-
mented.

However, much-awaited provi-
sionsdealingwithadministrativeallo-
cationof satellite spectrum, theman-
datory biometric verification of users
bytelcos,andasmoothertelecomdis-
pute resolution mechanism, will be
implementedat a later date.

Sections 1, 2, 10 to 30, 42 to 44, 46,
47,50to58,61and62of theAct,which
was passed in Parliament in
December last year, will be enforced
fromWednesday.

Crucially, Section 20 (2) of the Act
allows the government to stop the
transmission of any message in the
interest of public safety and during a
public emergency. This majorly
expands the number of government
entities that may be able to intercept
messages. In 2019, the government
had informed the Lok Sabha that 10
centralagencies includingtheCentral
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the
EnforcementDirectorate (ED)andthe
IntelligenceBureau (IB) can intercept
telephonecommunications,provided
theyhavetheUnionhomesecretary’s
prior permission todo so.

ThesamesectionallowstheCentre

orstates totaketemporarypossession
ofanytelecomserviceornetworkdur-
ingapublicemergency, includingdis-
aster management, or in the interest
of public safety.

The Act defines telecommunica-
tion as the 'transmission, emission or
reception of any messages, by wire,
radio, optical or other electro-mag-
netic systems, whether or not such
messages have been subjected to
rearrangement,computationorother
processesbyanymeans in the course
of their transmission, emission or
reception'.

It furtherdefinesamessageasany
sign, signal, writing, text, image,
sound,video,datastream,intelligence
or informationsent throughtelecom-
munication'.

Consequently, messages sent

through internet-based messaging
service providers such as Whatsapp,
Signal, andTelegram,aswell as those
which are encrypted, are understood
tobewithintheAct'sambit.However,
aftertheActwaspassedinParliament,
then Telecom Minister Ashwani
Vaishnawhadstressed thatOver-the-
Top (OTT) services are not covered
under the scope of the Act. Until
further clarity is provided by the gov-
ernment,messagingOTTswill remain
a grey area.

Interception of messages is also
allowedintheinterestof friendlyrela-
tionswithforeignstates,maintenance
of public order, or for preventing the
incitement towards anyoffence.

Internet-basedmessages
In April, WhatsApp told the Delhi

High Court that if it is made to break
encryption of messages, then the
socialmessagingplatformwould exit
India. It had filed a petition challeng-
ing the 2021 Information Technology
(IT) rules for social media intermedi-
aries. They required the messaging
app to trace chats and make provi-
sions to identify the first originator of
information.
The IT rules had been the govern-
ment's primary legislation directing
the interceptionofmessages so far.

“The definition of ‘telecommuni-
cation’and ‘telecommunicationserv-
ice’ is diluted and ambiguous, poten-
tially including online
communication services like
WhatsApp & Zoom under its ambit,”
said digital rights group Internet
Freedom Foundation (IFF) on

Tuesday. Seniorofficialsatthedepart-
ment of telecommunications (DoT)
hadsaid theverificationofOTTusers
and related issues may be taken up
under theministry of electronics and
information technology’s (MeitY's)
proposedDigital India bill.

Currently, efforts are also under-
way to finalise the rules regarding the
interceptionof calls andmessages on
grounds of national security, preven-
tionof incitementofoffences,orpub-
licorder.Thesearetobeadministered
ondefinedprocedures, and in-minis-
terial consultations with MeitY are
ongoing, officials told Business
Standard.

Rightofway&spam
Relevant sections dealing with
updatedrules forrightofway,bothon
public and private property, will also
come into force. The Act has broad-
ened the definition of public entities
to includegovernmentagencies, local
bodiesandpublic-privatepartnership
projects like airports, seaports, and
highways.

Inakeymove, thegovernmentcan
now grant permission to telcos to
install mobile towers or lay telecom
cables on private properties, if abso-
lutelynecessary,evenif thelandowner
objects.

Goingforward, telecominfrastruc-
turewillalsobedistinctfromtheprop-
erty it is installedon.This is expected
to help reduce the disputes when
property is sold or leased.

Section 28 of the Act also cracks
downon spam.Gettingprior consent
fromsubscriberstoreceiveadvertising
messages, and establishing Do Not
Disturb registers have been made
mandatory for operators.

N TELECOM ACT KICKS IN TODAY, PARTIALLYN

CommitteeonNTAreformsto
plugirregularities,meetparents
SANKET KOUL
NewDelhi,25June

Thehigh-levelcommitteeofexpertsconstitutedby
the Ministry of Education to recommend reforms
intheNationalTestingAgency(NTA)willprioritise
engagingwithparentsandstudents,besidessetting
uparobustandfoolproofexammechanism,asen-
iormember of thepanel said.

Theseven-membercommitteemetonMonday
evening,under thechairmanshipof former Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) chairman Dr
KRadhakrishnan.

Speaking to the media after the meeting, Dr
Radhakrishnan said that the first priority of the
committeewouldbemeetingstudentsandparents
tounderstand theirdifficulties. “Our toppriority is
to ensure a transparent, smooth and fair conduct

of examinations,” he said.
“Another top priority will be to set up a robust

andfoolproofexammechanismprocessthatwould
alsobetamper-proof.Theintentionistosetupsuch
a transparent exam process as soon as possible,”
he added.

TheCentrehadformedtheseven-memberhigh-
level committee lastweek to oversee transparency
amid controversy over the cancellation of UGC-
NationalEligibilityTest (NET)examandirregular-
ities in conducting the National Entrance-cum-
EligibilityTest-Undergraduate (NEET-UG).

Themovetoformthecommitteecameafter the
removal of the then-NTA director general Subodh
Kumar Singh and the notification of rules of the
anti-paper leak Public Examinations (Prevention
ofUnfairMeans)Act by theCentre.

The committee has been asked to submit its

report to the education ministry within two
months, making recommendations on reform in
the mechanism of the examination process,
improvement indata securityprotocols and struc-
ture and functioningofNTA.

The terms of reference for the committee
includeanalysingtheend-to-endexaminationpro-
cess and suggest measures to improve efficiency
of the system, forestall any possible breach and
conduct a thorough review of the Standard
OperatingProcedures (SOP’s) of theNTA, suggest-
ing measures to strengthen these procedures to
ensure compliance at every level.

The high-level panelwill also examine existing
security protocols related to the paper setting and
other processes for different examinations and
makerecommendationstoenhancetherobustness
of the system.

NEET, UGC-NET EXAM ROW

T20 WORLD CUP: AFG BEAT BAN IN
A THRILLER, ENTER SEMIFINAL

AfghanistanscriptedhistoryTuesdaymorningbysealingtheir
firstsemifinalspotintheT20WorldCupafterbeating
Bangladeshby8runs(DLSmethod).Inamust-winmatch
marredbyfrequentraininterruptions,Afghanistanscored
115-5intheir20oversandthenreturnedtobowlout
Bangladeshfor105in17.5overs.Theresultalsoledto
formerchampionsAustralia,whoseslimhopeswerehinging
onBangladeshwinningthisgame,gettingknockedout
ofthetournament.

India seal semifinal berth
with 24-run win vs AUS
RidingonskipperRohit
Sharma'sscintillating41-
ball92,IndiabeatAustralia
by24runsintheirfinal
Super8fixtureand
qualifiedforthesemifinals
oftheT20WorldCupinSt
LuciaMondaynight.
Battingfirst,Indiascoreda
competitive205-5in20
oversandthenrestricted
Australiato181-7.Travis
Headtop-scoredforAustraliawith76off43balls.AmongIndian
bowlers,KuldeepYadav(2/24)performedbrilliantlyinthe
middleovers,whileArshdeepSinghendedwithfiguresof3/37.

AfghanistanandSouthAfricawill lockhornsinthefirst
semifinal,whileIndiawillplayagainstEnglandinthe
second,onJune27.

COMPILED BY ANISH KUMAR

SPORTS WATCH
mybs.in/t20wc

Afghanistan:115-5in20overs (Gurbaz43;RishabHossain
3/26)
Bangladesh: 105-10in17.5overs (Litton54*;Rashid4/23).

Briefscorecard

n Govt can permit telecom infra on
private land under certain cases
even if owner refuses

n Telcos have to secure user consent for
receiving advertising messages

n Commercial messages sent without
user consent may get telco
suspended

n Having more than 9 SIM cards will
attract fines up to ~2 lakh

n Universal service obligation fund to
become Digital Bharat Nidhi

n Regulatory Sandbox to encourage
innovation and new technologies

KEY CHANGES

Mindspace 1st
Reit to issue
bonds linked to
sustainability
K Raheja-backed Mindspace
Business Parks Reit on Tuesday
announced that it has raised funds
by issuing sustainability-linked
bonds worth ~650 crore from the
International Finance Corporation
(IFC). It became the first Indian real
estate investment trust to issuesuch
bonds. The bonds have been issued
for the tenure of sevenyears.

WendyWerner, IFCcountryhead
for India said that this investment
would helpMindspace enhance the
sustainabilityof itsportfolioofbusi-
ness parks and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions year-on-year.

“This partnership aligns with
India’s net-zero ambitions and
demonstrates the viability of
climatefinanceintherealestatesec-
tor,” he said. BS REPORTER

PHOTO: PTI

PHOTO: PTI

CAUTION NOTICE

Fidus Law Chambers
F-12, Sector-8, Noida 201301

Email: sequoia@fiduslawchambers.com, Contact No. 0120-4847550

It has come to the notice of our client, Sequoia Capital Operations, LLC, USA
(hereinafter referred to as 'Sequoia'), that certain unknown individuals are
posing as the investment advisors or employees of Sequoia and reaching out to
the general public through fake profiles on WhatsApp, Telegram, Facebook,
Instagram,Twitter,YouTube, and othermedia platforms.
These unscrupulous persons are circulating false and fake investment tips
through various media platforms, claiming that such tips are from Sequoia.
Some of the fraudulent third parties go by the names 'Senee Trader'/'Senee
Group', 'Sequoia Capital', 'leadlec' 'leadleacoin,' and Sequoia Capital Business
School/Academy.
Please be informed that Sequoia does not deal in retail investment or personal
finance and its employees and representatives never solicit investments or
otherwise reach out to the general public through social media and messaging
apps such as WhatsApp, Telegram, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and
YouTube, etc.
Sequoia has taken legal action against several such fraudsters in the Delhi
HighCourt.
The general public is advised to be vigilant and aware of such fake
communications solicitingmoney and promising 100% to 500%profit returns or
soliciting business using the Sequoia name. If you come across any such
fraudulent website, mobile application, orWhatsApp andTelegramgroup using
Sequoia's name, you are advised to immediately report the same to
sequoia@fiduslawchambers.com, and not to invest any money or share your
personal information.
Sequoia its affiliates, and employees will not be responsible and liable for any
kind of loss or damage suffered by anyone as a result of dealing with any
fraudsters purporting to represent Sequoia.
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ஆOOராNடQ ம./= 

பழ@T_*னQ நல52ைற மாGய 
ேகாIHைக Jதான Nவாத5O.T 
nறT 2ைற �Oயான அEN3Yகைள 
அைமWசQ கய+N{ ெவU*&டாQ. 
அ3ேபா2 அவQ �Eயதாவ2:-–
ஆOOராNடQ ம./= 

பழ@T_*னQ மாணவQகSHT 
>வக@ைக, ஈேரா8, கட�Q ம./= 
NZ2நகQ ஆBய 4 மாவ&ட@கU+ 
YOய N8Oக; u.15 ேகா_ 
மO3y&_+ க&ட3ப8=. 
N8O மாணவQகSHT உணg 
வழ@T= அ?தkரn O&ட= 
NIgப85த3ப8=.
N8O மாணவQகSHT 

க=பU, ேபாQைவ உ;U&ட 
ப8Hைக உபகரண@க; அட@Bய 
ெப&டக= u.4 ேகா_ மO3y&_+ 
வழ@க3ப8=. u.10 ேகா_ 
மO3y&_+ க+�IகU+ க.ற+ 
இGேத O&ட@க; �ல= OறF 
சாQVத ப&டைறக;, ேபா&_க;, 
ப*.>க; நட5த3ப8=.
உயQக+N*+ அOக மO3ெபl 

ெபZ= ஆOOராNடQ ம./= 
பழ@T_*னQ மாணவQகைள 
ஊHTNHT= வைக*+ க+N 

இ/O ஆl_+ OறF ேம=பா&8 
ப*.>Hகான பண உ/O ஆவண= 
வழ@க3ப8=. இத.காக u.41 
ல&ச= ெசலNட3ப8=.
?~ேநர ?ைனவQ 

ப&ட3ப_3YHகான க+N 
உதN5ெதாைக ெப/= 
பயனாUகUF எl4Hைக 
உயQ5த3ப8=. இத.காக u.4 
ேகா_ ஒ2Hr8 ெசmய3ப8=. 
பழ@T_*னQ ெதாடQபான ஆராmW> 
ம./= ஆmg ேம.ெகா;S= 
இள= வ+XனQகUF 
Oறைமகைள பயFப8523ப8= 
ெதா+T_ Y5தாmg O&ட= 
ெசய+ப85த3ப8=. இVத 
O&ட5O.காக u,1.50 ேகா_ fO 
ஒ2Hr8 ெசmய3ப8=.
நFfல= மகUQ fல உைடைம 

O&ட5O.T u.20 ேகா_ fO ஒ2Hr8 
ெசmய3ப8=. OறFேம=பா8 
உ.ப5O ெபாZ&கSHகான தர 
அைடயாள=, சVைத3ப852த+ 
ேபாFற O&ட@கUF �ல= 
பழ@T_*னIF வாsவாதார5ைத 
ேம=ப85Oட u.25 ேகா_ fO 
ஒ2Hr8 ெசmய3ப&8;ள2.
வன@கைள சாQV2 வா~= 

பழ@T_*னIF வாsவாதார5ைத 
ேம=ப85த u.3 ேகா_ ஒ2Hr8 
ெசmய3ப8=. OZ3dQ மாவ&ட= 
?தe3பாைளய=, ஈேரா8 
மாவ&ட= ஈ@�Q அைமV2;ள 

ெ த ா { + ே ப & ை ட க U + 
உ&க&டைம3Yக; u.50 ேகா_ 
மO3y&_+ YனரைமHக3ப8=.
�ட.ற பழ@T_*னZHT ஊரக 

வளQW>52ைற�டF இைணV2, 
4 ஆ*ர52 500 �8க; க&_5 
தர3ப8=. இத.காக u.70 ேகா_ fO 
ஒ2Hr8 ெசmய3ப8=. ச�க ம./= 
ெபாZளாதார கணHெக83nFப_ 
பழ@T_*னQ T_*Z3Yக; 
கlடEய3ப&8 u.100 ேகா_ 
மO3n+ தFGைறg ெப.ற 
T_*Z3Yகளாக மா.ற3ப8=.
வFெகா8ைம த83YW 

ச&ட5ைத Oற=பட ஒZ@Bைண52 
ெசய+ப85த கlகா43YH 
T~ ம./= அரk அXவலQக; 
ெதாl8சாரா f/வன@கSHT 
N{3YணQg ப*.>க; 
அUHக3ப8=. இத.காக u.3 ேகா_ 
fO ஒ2Hr8 ெசmய3ப8=. u.50 
ேகா_ மO3y&_+ பழ@T_*ன 
மHகUF T_*Z3Y பTOகU+ 
அ�Tசாைல அைமHக3ப8=.
ஆOOராNடQ ம./= 

பழ@T_*னIF வாsNய+ Nழா 
u.3 ேகா_ மO3y&_+ நட5த3ப8=. 
ஆOOராNடQ ம./= பழ@T_*னQ 
நல5O&ட@கUF தரgகைள !F 
பO3பாHக= ெசmய u.1.50 ேகா_ 
ெசலN+ ெதா{+h&ப5 �Qgக; 
ேம.ெகா;ள3ப8=.
இ�வா/ அவQ �EனாQ. 

 ட"ற பழ'()*ன,-( 4,500  /க2: 
அைம8ச; கய=>? அ@>AB

ெசFைன, ஜ�F 26-–
த!ழக ச&டசைப*+ ேந./ 

ெபா23ப452ைற, ெந89சாைல 
க; ம./= >/ 2ைற?க@க; 2ைற 
ஆBயவ.EF மாGயH ேகாIHைக 
J2 எ=.எ+.ஏ.Hக; NவாO5தனQ. 
அவQகSHT பOலU52 அVத5 
2ைற*F அைமWசQ எ.வ.ேவX 
ேப>யதாவ2:-
!Hஜா= Yயலா+ ெசFைன, 

கா9pYர=, ெச@க+ப&8 
ம./= OZவ;�Q பTOக; 
பாOHக3ப&டன. ெதFபTO*+ 
ெந+ைல, �52HT_, ெதFகா>, 
NZ2நகQ ம./= கFGயாTமI 
மாவ&ட@கU+, இ2வைர 
வரலா/ காணாத ெபmத கனமைழ 
யா+, தா!ரபர4 ஆ.E+ க8= 
ெவ;ள3ெபZHT ஏ.ப&8, 
சாைலக; ம./= >/ பால@க;, 
பால@க; ேசதமைடVதன.
ேபாQHகால அ_3பைட*+, 

�ைவTlட=, ஆsவாQOZநகI, 
சா5தாFTள=, OZWெசV�Q, 
ஒ&டnடார= ம./= 
ேகாN+ப&_ ேபாFற இட@கU+ 
இரg= பகX= த.காeக pரைம3Y 
ப4க; ேம.ெகா;ள3ப&8, 
T/Bய கால5O+ ேபாHTவர52 
pQ ெசmய3ப&8 சாதைன 
பைடHக3ப&ட2.
 மைழ ெவ;ள5தா+ 

பாOHக3ப&ட பTOகU+ u.725 
ேகா_ மO3y&_+ pரைம3Y3 
ப4க; ேம.ெகா;ள3ப&8 
வZBFறன.
ராேமkவர= தைலமFனாQ 

மைழ ெவ2ளFதா= பாI-கAபJட ெதK மாவJட'கL=
 M.725 ேகா)*= RரைமAB பTக2: எ.வ.ேவV தகவ=

இைடேய பய4க; 
க3ப+ ேபாHTவர5ைத 
ெதாடHக நடவ_Hைக 
எ 8 H க 3 ப 8 B ற 2 . 
T ம I ? ை ன * + 
உ;ள OZவ;SவQ 
> ை ல ை ய � = , 
N ே வ க ா னV த Q 

பாைறைய�=, இைணHT= 
பாதசாIக; நைட ேம=பால5ைத 
u.37 ேகா_*+ அைமHT= 
ப4 நைடெப./ வZBற2. 
ம2ைர*+ க&ட3ப&8;ள 
கைலஞQ �.றாl8 �லக5ைத 9 
ல&ச= பாQைவயாளQக; இ2வைர 

பயFப85O�;ளனQ. ெசFைன*+ 
கைலஞQ உலக= அZ@கா&>யக5O+ 
YOய ெதா{+h&ப@க; பயF 
85த3ப&8;ளன. அ2 OறHக3ப&ட 
நாUeZV2 இ2வைர 16 ல&ச= 
பாQைவயாளQக; fைனNட5ைத 
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