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India home to 18 of 20 cities with severe increase in PM2.5 pollution: Study

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Dubai, August 17

INDIAHOMETO 18 of 20 cities
with most severe increase in
PM2.5 pollution: Study New
Delhi, Aug 17 (PTI) India is
hometo 18 of the 20citieswith

populated cities.

Theanalysis used datafrom
2010102019 and focussed on
twoof the most harmful polhu-
tants; fine particulate matter
(PM2.5)and nitrogen dioxide
(NO2). The report ‘Air Quality
and Health in Clﬁes 'combined

particle pollutants (PM2.5)
from 2010 to 2019, a::ordmg

d-based air quality data
wl(h satellites and models to
produce air quality estimates

to
detailed analysis ahirpollunon
and global health effects for
over 7,000 cities released on
Wednesday.

The report pubhshed bythe

for theworld.

The authors noted that in
2019, 1.7milliondeathslinked
to PM2.5 exposure occurred in
the 7,239 cities included in the
analysis, with cities in Asia,

Heal(h Effects Institute (HEI)
also shows that Delhi has the

Africa,and Central
Europe seeing the greatest
healthimpacts.

i.e.asubset of 103 cities across
21 regions.

Among the most populous
cities in each region, Delhi and
Kolkata featured in the top 10

finePM
2.5 among the world's most

hey i
populous cities in each region

withthehighest PM2.5-related
i 2019.

Inthe 20cities with highest

PM2.5 exposures, residents in
cities from India, Nigeria, Peru,
and Bangladesh are exposed to
PM2.5 levels thatare several-
fold higherthan theglobalaver-
ages, the report said.
Onlyfourof thesecities,and
none in India, met the WHO

annual PM2.5 Air Quality
Guideline of 5 microgrammes
per cubic metre (jig/m3) in
2019, itsaid.

India and Indonesia have
seen themostsevereincreasein
PM2.5 pollution, whereas
China has seen the greatest
improvements.

"0f 7,239 cities, India is
hometo 18 of the 20 citieswith
the most severe increase in
PM2.5 pollution from 2010 to
2019.Theothertwocitiesarein
Indonesia," the authors of the
study noted.

"Of the 50 cities with the
most severeincrease in PM2.5,
41 are in India and 9 are in
Indonesia.On the otherhand, of
the 20 cities with the greatest
decrease in PM2.5 pollution

Article on ‘fat’ Arab women
sparks social media uproar
over body-shaming

ISABEL DEBRE & MAGGIEHYDE
Dubai, August 17

TO ENAS TALEB, the headline felt like a spiteful
punch line.“Why women are fatter than men in
the Arabworld,” it read in bold, above a photo-
graph of the Iraqi actress waving onstage atan
arts festival.

‘The Economist article ran through possible

y gapof 1

points between men and women in the Middle
Eas,thencited IraqiswhoseeTaleb's curvesas the
|de:|| of beauty.

“Fat;
Western media,was rcpealed sixtimes.
Thearticle triggered torrid criticism onsocial
media. Twitter users blasted it as misogynistic.
Local rights groups issued denunciations. Some
writers were appalled by what they described as

Taleb, 42, said she’s suing the London-based
magazine for defamation. While analysts
acknowledge an epidemic of obesity in the Arab
world and its connection to poverty and gender
discrimination, Taleb’s case and the ensuing

region has experienced an explosion of obesity.
But the angry backlash over the article — and
thather i

from 2010 to 2019, all are
located in China,"they said.

Thereport found that while
exposures to PM2.5 pollution
tend to be higher in cities
located in low- and middle-
income countries, exposure to
NO2, is high across cities in
high-incomeaswellas low-and
middle-income countries,

“Since most cities around
the world have no ground-
based air quality monitoring in
place, estimates of particulate
and gas poltution levels can be
used to plan air quality man-
agement approaches that
ensure theair is clean and safe
to breathe," said Susan Anen-
berg of George Washington
University, on of the project
collaborators.
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“If there’s a student who goes to school and

forbeing fat, how would she feel?"Taleb (oldThe
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‘The Economist did not respond to multiple
requests for comment.

Fat-shaming is offensive enough in the US

woman athletes overweight on air earlier this
year, they were swiftly fired.
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