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AP / CHICAGO 
 

Former US President Don-
ald Trump pushed the is-
sue of  access to birth con-
trol into the political spot-
light this week when he 
said in an interview that 
he was open to supporting 
restrictions on contracep-
tion and then reversed 
course and said he “has 
never and never will” ad-
vocate to restrict access to 
birth control. 

Trump went further in 
the post on his social me-
dia platform, saying, “I do 
not support a ban on birth 
control, and neither will 
the Republican Party.”  

“Contraception is not as 
straightforward an issue 
as Trump’s statement sug-
gests,” said Mary Ruth 
Ziegler, a law professor at 
the University of  Califor-
nia, Davis School of  Law 
and a leading abortion pol-
itics scholar.  

Meanwhile, Indian-
American former presi-
dential hopeful Nikki Ha-
ley said that she will vote 
for Trump in the Novem-

ber US election, breaking 
her silence on the matter 
since exiting the Republi-
can presidential primary 
more than two months 
ago. However, she stopped 
short of  an official en-
dorsement. 

"Trump has not been 
perfect on these policies. 
I've made that clear many, 
many times. But (Joe) 
Biden has been a catastro-
phe. So, I will be voting for 
Trump. Having said that... 
I stand by what I said in 
my suspension speech," 
she said.

Trump does flip-flop 
over birth control

ANI / TEL AVIV 
 

France’s Foreign Minister 
Stephane Sejourne has ex-
pressed his country’s opposi-
tion to the unilateral recogni-
tion of  a Palestinian state 
and said France rejects the 
comparison between Israel 
and Hamas. 

Sejourne, who met his Is-
raeli counterpart Israel Katz 
in Paris on Wednesday to dis-
cuss the decision by the In-
ternational Court of  Justice 
to arrest Israeli leaders, as 
well as the recognition of  a 
Palestinian state, said France 
rejects the comparison made 
by the ICJ prosecutor be-
tween the state of  Israel, 
which is a democratic coun-
try, and the terrorist organi-
sation, Hamas. 

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the French proposal 
regarding the 
Lebanese border 
and clarified that 
the Israeli govern-
ment will soon 
make decisive deci-
sions to return the 
residents of  the 
north to their 
homes. 

Sejourne said 
that he "reaffirmed 
France's priorities: 
immediate release 
of  the hostages, 
ceasefire, massive 
humanitarian aid 
and two states liv-
ing in peace and se-

curity."  
The Israeli minister said, 

"There is great importance 
in what my friend the 
French Foreign Minister Se-
journe said. He objected to 
the unilateral recognition of  
a Palestinian state and the 
issuing of  arrest warrants 
for the Israeli leadership, 
making a distorted compari-

son to the terrorist organiza-
tion Hamas. France made it 
clear during this visit that it 
fully supports the efforts of  
Israel to return all the ab-
ductees, to topple the Hamas 
regime in Gaza, to protect 
our residents from Hezbol-
lah on the Lebanese border 
and to impose heavy sanc-
tions on Iran." 
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Disgruntled staffer 
kills 2 in US 
Chester: A disgruntled 
employee opened fire at a linen 
company near Philadelphia on 
Wednesday, killing two 
coworkers and injuring three 
others, authorities said. The 
shooting took place at the 
Delaware County Linen at 
about 8:30a.m. in the city of 
Chester, about 29km south of 
Philadelphia. The shooter fled 
in a vehicle but was soon 
captured in a traffic stop. The 
shooter’s name has not been 
released, and the specific 
motive remains unknown. 
Earlier statements said he was 
a former employee. 
 
8 die, 50 injured in 
Mexico storm 
Mexico City: At least nine 
people lost their lives and 50 
others were injured following 
a stage collapse in northern 
Mexico as strong winds gusted 
through a campaign rally for 
presidential candidate Jorge 
Alvarez Maynez, Al Jazeera 
reported. The collapse 
occurred on Wednesday 
during a campaign rally for the 
Citizens’ Movement party in 
the city of San Pedro Garza 
Garcia in Nuevo Leon state. 
Video on social media showed 
the structure falling forward 
into the crowd, sending 
screaming attendees 
scattering. 
 
Malik’s son warned 
of threat 
Ottawa: The Royal Canadian 
Mount Police issued a 
warning to Hardeep Malik, 
the son of Ripudaman Singh 
Malik, who was acquitted in 
connection with the Air India 
bombing of 1985. Hardeep 
Malik, a Surrey-based 
businessman, received an 
official letter cautioning him 
about potential threats to his 
life. This comes in the wake 
of Ripudaman Singh Malik’s 
murder in 2022, for which 
two individuals have been 
charged, CBC News said. The 
report claims RCMP is 
exploring the possibility of 
the Indian government’s 
alleged involvement in 
Malik’s assassination. 

GLOBAL 
BULLETIN

AGENCIES / BEIJING/TAIPEI 
 

China on Thursday  
launched a two-day  mili-
tary exercise around Tai-
wan as “strong punish-
ment” for the self-ruled is-
land's “separatist acts”.  

The drills come three 
days after the inauguration 
of  President William Lai 
Ching-te, who was de-
nounced as a “dangerous 
troublemaker” by Beijing. 

For the first time, Beijing 
is simulating a full-scale at-
tack, rather than an eco-
nomic blockade as it did 
during the previous round 
of  major military exercises 
in 2022.  

This is also the first time 
that China has mentioned 
as targets outlying islands 
that are close to its coast. 

The drills focus on joint 
sea-air combat-readiness 
patrols, precision strikes on 
key targets, and integrated 
operations inside and out-
side the island chain to test 
the "joint real combat capa-
bilities" of  the forces, Chi-
na's military said. 

"This is also a strong pun-

ishment for the separatist 
acts of  Taiwan independ-
ence forces and a stern 
warning against the inter-
ference and provocation by 
external forces," the com-
mand added. 

Calling Taiwan President 
Lai “worst of  all”, China's 
state broadcaster CCTV 
said Lai's inauguration 
speech was "extremely 
harmful" and China's 
counter-measures are "le-
gitimate, legal and neces-
sary". Lai's speech was a 
confession of  a desire for 

Taiwan independence and 
undermined peace and sta-
bility across the strait, 
CCTV  said. Taiwan's future 
can only be decided by Chi-
na's 1.4 billion people, not 
just Taiwan's 23 million 
people, it added. 

China, which views dem-
ocratically governed Tai-
wan as its own territory, 
has denounced Lai's inau-
guration speech on Monday, 
in which he called on China 
to stop its threats and said 
the two sides of  the strait 
were "not subordinate to 

each other". 
Taiwan scrambled jets 

and put missile, naval and 
land units were put on alert 
on Thursday over Chinese 
military exercises. 

Lai has repeatedly offered 
talks with China but been re-
buffed. He said  only Tai-
wan's people can decide 
their future, and rejected 
Beijing's sovereignty claims. 

"The launch of  military 
exercises on this occasion 
not only does not contribute 
to the peace and stability of  
the Taiwan Strait, it also 
highlights (China's) mili-
taristic mentality," the Tai-
wan foreign ministry said. 

Taiwan's presidential of-
fice expressed regret that 
China was threatening the 
island's democratic free-
doms and regional peace 
and stability with its "uni-
lateral military provoca-
tions", but said people could 
rest assured Taiwan could 
ensure its security. 

Taiwanese officials had 
said in the run-up to the in-
auguration, they were keep-
ing a watch for Chinese mil-
itary movements.

China’s punishment drill for Taiwan Can’t compare Israeli leaders 
with Hamas, says FranceBeijing launches two-day military exercise around Taiwan as ‘strong 

punishment’ for the self-ruled island’s ‘separatist acts’

AGENCIES / KHARKIV 
 

Ten people were wounded, 
one of  them severely, in a 
Russian airstrike on 
Ukraine's northeastern city 
of  Kharkiv on Wednesday. 
The attack destroyed a cafe, 
damaged a nearby residential 
building and set a petrol sta-
tion ablaze.  

Standing beside the ruins 
of   his cafe, Vahe Ohandzhan-
ian said, "I’ve been left with 
nothing."  

A 12-storey highrise across 

the road had nearly all its win-
dows blown out. About 50 me-
tres away, a green trolleybus 
also had all its windows 
blown out and its rear side 
covered in a vast spatter of  
blood that pooled in a puddle 

on the asphalt. 
Regional prosecutors said 

the trolleybus driver had both 
legs amputated. Russia had 
used a UMPB D-30 guided 
bomb launched from the bor-
dering Belgorod region, pros-
ecutors added on Telegram. 

Three more people were 
hospitalized, said regional 
governor Oleh Syniehubov. 

Kharkiv and the sur-
rounding region have been 
targeted by Russian attacks 
since the start of  the full-
scale war in 2022.

Russian strike destroys cafeMacron terms 
Caledonia riots 
unprecedented 

AGENCIES / PARIS 
 

The rioting in the French-Pa-
cific territory of  New Caledo-
nia is an “unprecedented in-
surrection” that no one saw 
coming, French President 
Emmanuel 
Macron said. 

A state of  
emergency 
has been im-
posed and 
Macron has 
said that a 
3,000-strong 
force deployed from France 
will remain, even during the 
Paris Summer Olympics if  
required. 

Macron said he wanted 
the return of  peace, calm 
and security "as quickly as 
possible".
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