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Modi thanks Trump,
says nations must
work together   
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 16 May 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said that in these
times of a global health crisis
caused by Covid-19, it is impor-
tant for nations to work togeth-
er and do as much as possible
to make the world healthier.

The prime minister was
responding to a tweet by US
President Donald Trump,
announcing the US’ decision to
donate ventilators to India, and
the cooperation between the
two countries in developing a
vaccine to treat the virus.

“Thank you @POTUS
@realDonaldTrump. This pan-
demic is being fought collec-
tively by all of us,” the prime
minister tweeted.

He said in such times,
“it's always important for
nations to work together and
do as much as possible to
make our world healthier

and free from Covid-19”.  
On Friday, Trump had

tweeted about the cooperation
between India and the US on
vaccine development and the
decision of his administration
to donate ventilators to India
to help those critically affected
by Covid-19.  

“I am proud to announce
that the United States will
donate ventilators to our
friends in India. We stand with
India and @narendramodi dur-
ing this pandemic,” Trump had
said.  “We’re also cooperating
on vaccine development.
Together we will beat the invis-
ible enemy,” he said.

On Wednesday, the PM
CARES Fund Trust had decid-
ed to allocate ~3,100 crore for
the fight against Covid-19.

Out of ~3100 crore, approx-
imately ~2,000 crore will be ear-
marked for purchase of venti-
lators, and ~100 crore to
support vaccine development. 

Stop being a moneylender, reconsider
package, Rahul Gandhi tells Centre
ARCHIS MOHAN

New Delhi, 16 May

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday said an economic
storm faces India, and the 
~20-trillion package of the gov-
ernment would fail to fire up the
country’s economic engine as it
has offered bank loans to the
people instead of putting money
into their pockets. He appealed
to the prime minister to “recon-
sider” the package.

In a video conference,
Gandhi said the package was
disappointing as it addressed
supply side issues when the
need is to spur demand and
consumption.

“When a child is hurt, the
mother doesn’t offer a
loan...today, when migrant work-
ers are walking on the roads,
money needs to be put in their
pockets. Bharat Mata (Mother
India) should not act as a ‘mon-
eylender’ (sahukar) to her chil-
dren. Bharat Mata should give
money to her children because
they are in need,” Gandhi said.

Later in the evening, the for-
mer Congress president took to
the road and interacted with
dozens of migrant workers in
south Delhi’s Sukhdev Vihar.

In his conference earlier in

the day with journalists of region-
al media, Gandhi said the gov-
ernment should have put money
directly into the pockets of farm-
ers, migrant labourers, and small
businesses, but it is worried more
about fiscal deficit and country’s
credit ratings by international
rating agencies.

Gandhi said any rating would
be meaningless if the Indian
economy does not restart, and
that can only happen if the mon-
ey is put into people’s pockets.
“It will be catastrophic if we do
not. It will overshadow the (dam-
age by the) disease,” Gandhi said.

Gandhi said his job as an
Opposition leader was to create
pressure on the government,
and that is what he is trying to

do with his critique of the pack-
age. In his recent press confer-
ences, Gandhi has spoken of
providing constructive opposi-
tion, and that this was not the
time for finger pointing. “We are
in the Opposition and can
choose to create pressure on the
government either with hatred,
or with warmth,” Gandhi said.
He said his approach is the lat-
ter. On Maharashtra’s handling
of the crisis and whether he is
putting pressure on that 
government as well, Gandhi said
there is a difference between a
Congress-run government and
an alliance government.

He said he cannot put the
same kind of pressure on an
alliance government that he

can on a Congress government.
He said Congress governments
in states such as Chhattisgarh
have been aggressive in 
helping migrants, farmers, and
the poor by putting money in
their pockets.

Gandhi said all state gov-
ernments, including those run
by the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), have complained that
the Centre is not providing
them with enough funds. He
said the strategy of the Centre
should have been decen-
tralised, to be a manager and
let the states be at the forefront
of fighting this battle.  “I have
heard the reason for not giving
money to people is the govern-
ment’s worry that an increased
fiscal deficit would downgrade
India’s ratings by international
rating agencies,” he said.

Gandhi said he would sug-
gest the government to not pay
heed to the ratings at the cur-
rent juncture, which would be
fine if India’s workers and
farmers start working. “Make
policies with India in your
mind, not what foreigners
would think,” he said. He also
interacted with a group of
migrant labourers in Delhi and
asked them about their prob-
lems as they walked home.

Local conditions to guide
lockdown 4.0: Shivraj
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 16 May 

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Saturday said that local circum-
stances are likely to
dictate the next phase
of the lockdown as he
spoke of the sufferings
of the poor and
pitched for kickstart-
ing economic activi-
ties outside places
where the spread of
the coronavirus infec-
tion is high.

Speaking to
reporters through a video con-
ference, he also called for coor-
dination among states to ensure
that migrant workers are pro-
vided transport to reach their
homes so that tragedies like the

road accident in Uttar Pradesh,
that killed 24, are avoided.

Huge numbers of migrant
workers have been walking hun-
dreds of kilometres from several
big cities towards their villages as

an extended lock-
down has made
their financial con-
dition precarious.

His govern-
ment has deployed
1,000 buses to fer-
ry migrant workers
and drop those
who are from other
states at the
Madhya Pradesh

border point, nearest to their
destination, Chouhan said,
asserting that no labourer will
have to walk on roads or be
hungry as long as he is in
Madhya Pradesh. 

“When a child is hurt, the
mother doesn’t offer a
loan...today, when migrant
workers are walking on the
roads, money needs to be
put in their pockets. Bharat
Mata should not act as a
moneylender to her
children. Bharat Mata
should give money to her
children because they
are in need”

RAHUL GANDHI, Congress leader

BMS slams govt for
opening up 8 sectors
ARCHIS MOHAN

New Delhi, 16 May

The Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS), the trade union
arm of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
termed Saturday’s announc-
ements by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to
increase privatisation in sec-
tors such as coal, defence,
and six others as against
“national interests”.

The BMS said it was “a
sad day for the nation and
its people”. It said the gov-
ernment was going in the
“wrong direction” and it was
“highly condemnable” that
it did not discuss the pro-
posed changes with trade
unions and other stake-

holders.
The BMS said, “corpo-

ratisation and PPP (public -
private partnership) are the
routes for privatisation, and
privatisation is the route for
foreignisation.” 

It slammed the govern-
ment for taking advantage
of the crisis to push these
measures.

The BMS, which has also
opposed the changes in
labour laws announced by
some of the state govern-
ments, said the govern-
ment’s plea that it has no
option but to privatise sec-
tors such as coal, airspace,
defence production, and
others shows a “dearth of
ideas on economic revival
in times of crisis”.

Chouhan called
for states to
ensure that
migrant workers
are provided
transport to
reach their
homes

India surpasses China in Covid count
TOTAL NUMBER OF

CASES AT 85,940
CHINA DROPS TO 13TH

SPOT GLOBALLY
MAHARASHTRA CASES NEAR 30K-MARK,

STATE’S TOLL THE HIGHEST AT 1,068
RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI

New Delhi, 16 May

India has surpassed China in the
number of Covid-19 cases, with
nearly 86,000 cases as of Saturday

morning, becoming the 11th country
with the most Covid-affected people. 

In the last 24 hours, 3,970 new cas-
es were added, taking the total count to
85,940. The toll on Saturday was 2,752,
of which 103 deaths were registered in
a single day, according to the health
ministry data. The total number of
active cases is 53,035, and more than
30,152 have been cured. 

China, which has dropped two spots
on the global tally at the 13th position so
far, reported 84,038 Covid-19 cases,
4,637 of whom have died.   

Cases in Maharashtra are nearing
the 30,000-mark, with 1,068 deaths
so far, the highest among all states.
Covid-19 cases have seen a sharp rise
in Tamil Nadu, now reporting the
second-highest number of cases in
the country with 10,108 positive cas-
es and 71 deaths.

Gujarat, with a doubling time of
over two weeks, has 9,931 coronavirus
positive cases of whom 606 have died. 

The third-highest number of cases
are in Delhi with 8,895 testing posi-
tive, recording 606 deaths so far. 

India has ramped up its testing
capacity to nearly 100,000 tests per
day. In the last one day, more than
94,000 tests were conducted, taking
the total number of tests conducted
so far to over 2.1 million.

Besides, the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR) is work-
ing with Intel India and International
Institute of Information Technology
(IIIT), Hyderabad to develop faster and
less expensive Covid-19 testing and
coronavirus genome sequencing. 

The health ministry has also
issued guidelines for the safety of
health workers in Covid and non-
Covid areas of the hospitals. It has
suggested a “buddy system” where
two of more members of the hospital
staff will form a team and share
responsibilities for their partner’s
safety in terms of safety gear and
hygiene, among other things. 

25 migrant
workers killed, 
40 injured in UP
At least 25 migrant workers were
killed and 40 others injured when
a trailer and a stationary truck, on
which they had hitched rides,
collided on a highway near UP’s
Auraiya in the early hours of
Saturday, the latest in a string of
accidents involving migrants
returning to their states.

Most of the victims were sitting
on sacks of wheat flour loaded on
the trailer, and were crushed
when the vehicles overturned.

PMO announces ~2-lakh
ex-gratia for victims 
The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has
announced an ex-gratia payment
of ~2 lakh each to the next of kin of
the migrant workers killed in the
road accident. It also announced
~50,000 each for those injured in
the trailer-truck collision.

Aviation minister reacts
Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said he was deeply
pained by the accident, and
stressed that the incident
underlines the necessity for
states receiving migrants to
allow limited air, road, and
rail travel.

Migrant workers a neglected
lot, says Madras HC
The Madras High Court (HC) has said
it is not only the duty of the native
states of migrant workers but also
the duty of the states where they
work to take care of them, but this
has not been the case.

The court, while observing that
the migrant workers and agricultural
workforce are a neglected lot in the
crisis, asked the central and state
governments to file a report on such
workers by 22 May. 

INDIA IMPACT

| 30 municipal areas
contribute 80% cases,
officials told to focus on
timely tracing 

| RRaaiillwwaayyss  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  rruunn
''SShhrraammiikk  SSppeecciiaall''  ttrraaiinnss
ffrroomm  aannyy  ddiissttrriicctt,,  
ssaayyss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr
PPiiyyuusshh  GGooyyaall

| DDiissttrriicctt  ccoolllleeccttoorrss  sshhoouulldd
ggiivvee  lliisstt  ooff  ssttrraannddeedd
mmiiggrraannttss,,  tthheeiirr
ddeessttiinnaattiioonnss  ttoo  RRaaiillwwaayyss''
ooffffiicceerrss,,  GGooyyaall  ssaaiidd

| Surveillance system in
urban areas should be
strengthened: Health
ministry guidelines  

| Delhi HC, district courts’
functioning restricted till
May 23

| First repatriation flight
from Bangladesh to land
in Kolkata on May 18

| ~60-lakh aid for kin of
deceased cops in
Maharashtra

| CCeennttrree  llaauunncchheess  oonnlliinnee
ddaasshhbbooaarrdd  ffoorr
mmoonniittoorriinngg  mmoovveemmeenntt
ooff  mmiiggrraanntt  wwoorrkkeerrss

| PIL in HC for ensuring
immediate treatment 
of Covid patients

| PPuunnjjaabb  eexxtteennddss  lloocckkddoowwnn
ttiillll  MMaayy  3311,,  bbuutt  ccuurrffeeww
rreessttrriiccttiioonnss  ttoo  ggoo

| CAPFs report 24 fresh
Covid-19 cases; over 
150 recoveries

| GGoovvtt  rreellaaxxeess  nnoorrmmss  ttoo

bboooosstt  NN9955  mmaasskk
pprroodduuccttiioonn  

| Migrants ransack food
dispensing machine in
Madhya Pradesh: Official

| Govt permits exports of
non-medical, 
non-surgical masks

| NNooiiddaa  MMeettrroo  rreessttaarrtt  ppllaann::
AAaarrooggyyaa  SSeettuu  aapppp,,  bbooddyy
tteemmpp  bbeellooww  3377..88
ddeeggrreeeess  CC  mmuusstt  ffoorr
ppaasssseennggeerrss  

| Flight carrying 181 Indians
from Dubai lands in Kochi 

| Automobile shops, AC
outlets can remain
open: Telangana govt

| 140,000 migrants ferried
to Maharashtra border

by state transport

| AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd::  770000  ''ssuuppeerr
sspprreeaaddeerrss''  ffoouunndd  iinn  
aa  wweeeekk

| Liquor home delivery
allowed only within
municipal limits in Thane

| HHRRDD  mmiinniissttrryy  ppoossttppoonneess
bbooaarrdd  eexxaammss’’  sscchheedduullee

| Kerala tourism incurred
~15,000-cr loss due to
Covid-19 crisis: Minister

| Non-migrant workers in
Delhi see income drop by
at least 57 per cent
during lockdown: Study

| 15 inmates, 1 staff of Delhi's
Rohini jail test positive

| J&K sees its highest 
1-day spike of 108 cases

Locals distribute food, fruits, and milk to migrants who were travelling to their native places in a truck on the 
Agra-Delhi National Highway in Mathura, on Saturday PHOTO:PTI


