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WABAG led joint venture secures DBO order towards 

South East Asia’s largest Sea Water Desalination 

project with capacity of 400 MLD,  

worth about INR 4,400 Crores, funded by JICA 
 

 

March 31, 2023: VA TECH WABAG (‘WABAG’), a leading pure-play water technology 

Indian Multinational Group, further enhanced its leadership position in the Global 

Desalination market, by securing a Design, Build, Operate (‘DBO’) order, for the 400 

Million Litres per Day (MLD) Sea Water Reverse Osmosis (‘SWRO’) Desalination 

Project from Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board (‘CMWSSB’) 

worth about INR 4,400 Crores. The project is scheduled to be executed under the 

leadership of WABAG in joint venture with Metito Overseas Limited (‘Metito’).  

 



 

This DBO order includes the scope of Design, Engineering, Procurement, Construction, 

Installation, Testing and Commissioning of the 400 MLD SWRO Desalination plant and 

the associated sea water intake system over a period of 42 months followed by 20 years 

of Operation & Maintenance (‘O&M’). The desalination process will include Lamella 

Clarifiers, Dissolved Air Flotation System, Gravity Dual Media Filters followed by 

Reverse Osmosis and Re-mineralization to produce clean drinking water which will be 

further distributed by CMWSSB to the residents of South Chennai.  

This project is a landmark project for Chennai and India since this project when 

completed, will be the Largest Desalination plant in the South East Asian Region. This 

project which is being funded by Japan International Cooperation Agency (‘JICA’) will 

enhance the water security for the city of Chennai through a stable source of drinking 

water in the form of Desalination. This project will also make Chennai, the Desalination 

Capital of India with almost 750 MLD of Desalinated water to be produced along the 

coast of Chennai. With the 400 MLD SWRO Desalination plant, Wabag will be 

responsible for about 70% of the water production through Desalination in Chennai.  

Commenting on this order win, Mr. Shailesh Kumar, CEO – India Cluster said, “This is 

historically the largest ever order for Wabag. I’m extremely happy that we have been 

awarded this massive, prestigious and important Desalination plant order in Chennai 

from our trusted customer CMWSSB with whom our association spans over 2 decades 

now. Wabag has won this order against Global competition reinforcing our technological 

superiority and competitiveness in the Global Desalination space. This is a testament to 

our leadership in the Global Desalination space and puts Wabag on an inclined growth 

path for the future. I’m also elated that this landmark order coincides with Wabag being 

ranked 3rd Globally among private water operators and among the Top 10 Desalination 

players globally by GWI. The project when completed will not only be a landmark project 

for Wabag, but a testament to Tamilnadu’s commitment to building Water security for 

Chennai and the State, making it a model for the whole country.” 

* * * * * 



 

For Further information, please contact: 

Mr. Nilamani Satapathy, Corporate Communication  

VA TECH WABAG LIMITED | Tel: +91 44 6123 2949 | Email: Nilamani_Satapathy@wabag.in 

CIN: L45205TN1995PLC030231 

About WABAG: WABAG is a global leader in the water industry backed by rich experience spanning 

over 99 years. Being a pure-play water technology multinational, WABAG offers a complete range of 

technologies and services for Total Water Solutions in both Municipal and Industrial sectors. With over 

1,600 water professionals, spread over 25 countries in 4 continents, WABAG is touching millions of lives 

every day. WABAG has built over 1,400 municipal and industrial plants in various geographies across 

the globe over the last 3 decades, with customized solutions matching to its customers' needs. WABAG 

is a complete life-cycle partner for building water and wastewater infrastructure covering Design, 

Engineering, Supply, Construction, Installation, Start up and Long-term Operational Management across 

various business models. With passion for innovation, WABAG is continuing its Research and 

Development initiatives from 3 dedicated R&D centers located in Switzerland, Austria, and India, and 

possesses over 125 IP Rights. WABAG’s vision is aligned to the UNSDGs and ESG with special focus 

on conservation, optimization, recycling and reuse of resources, directed at addressing water challenges 

across the world. WABAG is thus one of the world's leading partners for investments in a future that is 

worth living. 
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