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By the end of thlE momh.
guing only by the rize n new
ensee ginve June 3, when
Unleck 1.0 came Into force,
the wumbor of coronavirus
digeasze (Covid-19] eazes in
Mumbai would be 80,000;
100,000 in New Delhi
and 71,000 in Chenosi,
which ofﬂuin]a of all three
metropolises agres, would
greatly test thelr health
infrastructure.

The unlock guidelines,
erucial to restart economic
activities and prepare the
l:onulr\' to learn to live with
Covid-19, has led to a spurt in
eazes in moacawtes Mumbsi,
Dielhi and Chennai hawever,
aecount for more than half
of the total cases in

are among the 65 most eritieal
Covid-19 affected distrie
the country, necording to the
latest analysis of the health
ministry shered with state
governments

The Brikanmumbai

Municipal Corporation
({BMC), which is handling
Covid-19 cages in the Mumbai,
estimates that if the same
pace of increase continues,
the business capitel of the
country will have sround
80,000 cases by the end June
and gwer 100,000 by mid July,

Suresh Knkani, BMC's
additional municipal
commissioner, said that the
numbers have stabilised in
the past month. But that
dosen’t mean they're not large
enough to eanse eoncern:
in the past month, Mumbai
has seen o daily sddition of
anywhere between 1,000 to
1,700 cases. [June 16 fell
shert of the lawer end of
thnt range by 19 enzes ] "The
numbers have stabilised for
now, but we eannot estimnte
saturation point. We will
have to wait far ane mare
week,” he said. On Friday,
Mumbai's case count was
64,139 {1264 fresh easzes), and
#425 deaths (114 now deaths),
The mortality rate in the ity
wns 5.33%. The BMC officinls
aaid aasuming that 1,500

chses are mpuned in the ity
every day for another 12 days,
the city will have 81 000 cases
by June end

T cape with the increase
in cages, the BMC has set
up 90 clinics in arens where
the concentration of cases
ix highest, such ns Dharavi,
Worli Koliwada, Mankhurd
and Govandi, and lso stepped

up sereening foris in other
nrens by setting up additional
400 fever clinice. "We have
conducted over 269 lakh
tests, and are maintaining
daily number of tests being
conducted st 4,500 to 5,000
T the last one week, we have
touched the 5 (Ml-mark oo
June 12 and June 16. Our

enpacity is to conduct sroud

T,000-8,000 tests dail
Kokani enid

The high number enses
doesn’t indieate that the city
has reached its peak, experts
anid. Thus, the city must
prepare for the eventunlity
that it hasn’t

Dr Siddarth Paliwal, o
city-bazed private health
consulinnt said, “In the last

one month eapacity of the
medical health infrastructure
hias doubled, snd the cases
have risen from arsund
15,000 to 60,000, We will have
tn seale np al o much faster
rate, if we are of the belief
that the peak in Mumbai has
yet not arvived,” He added
that the scenpancy rate of the
10T beds and ventilators was
ehbiove 509 on any given day.
Chennai, by comparison,
hatis fewer crses than Mumbsi,
but it secounts for 70% of the
total cases in Tamil Nadu
The state government,
on Junz 15, announced n

June 7 - a day before Unlock
1.0 was to start - Chennai
had 22148 out of the states
S1667 cases. Ten duys later,
Chennai breaclied the 25000-
mark while Tamil Nadu
croszed the 50000-mark
This mouth, the state has
reported more than 1,000
new eases everyday with
Chennai accounting for most
of them. In the first week of
May atate-run Tamil Nadu
Dr MGR Medicnl University
projected thiat Clheninai wonld
have roughly 71000 cazes by
dune-end and 150,000 cases
by the second week: of July

loekd starting
Fndu_-r and till the end of
the month in Chennai and
three adjoining districts,
Chengapattu, Thiravallur
and Kancheepuram. The
leckdown was enfarced
nfter there was n s.tcmiy
rise in coses, an incrense in
denths and Inck of public

H: er, thia forecast may
change with the imposition of
the 12-day lockdowr
“Rather than focussing
all resources on 1 million
people in the contninment
zones, the city now has to
contral its entire population
of 8 millien,” said & member

elhi, Mumbai, Chennai gear up for Govid-19 spikes

has prepared a micra-level
plan for each of 200 wards
in the city with an sssistant
engineer in-charge at each
ward, The Chennai municipal
corporation is conducking
doar-to-door surveys for its
8.4 million population and
has set up more than 400
fever camps and 10 mobile
sample collection centres
“We need a maximum of
A0, 000-35 000 bads te manage
our penk.” rity corporation
commiseioner G Prakacsh
had announced on June 7. He
added that 20000 additional
staff nurses and 2,000
paramedica were appointed
in June for Chennni and its
three neighbouring districts.
There is no clear dotn
of daily testing figures in
Chennai, but it is roughly
pegged at 5,000, According to
the health bulletin released
on Juie 19, 160,000 aamples
have been tested in the city

of the tnsk foree constituted
o '3 T tral

cooperation in
socinl distancing and wenring
maske.

After the first cnse was
reparted on Mareh 24, by

a0 far. Tamil Nadu, which
was testing around 18,000
eamplea a day haz ramped up
testing ta 25,000 daily in the
past three daye alone.

spread of Covid-19, who was
not willing to be named.

Ta deal with the
increaze in eases, Chennai

Delhi violence : HC denies Ishrat Jahan
extension of mterlm hail

Our Correspondent

New Delhiffune 20
A Delhi court on Friday

days interim bail granted till
June 19 far her to get marricd.

“Comaidering the tom[uy
of circ

refused further
of interim bail to former
Congress councillor Tehrat
Jdahan, booked under the
stringent Unlavwful Activities
(Preventian) Act for her
alleged role in the Febroary
riots in north-east Delhi.

She had sought
extension on the ground that
her hushand and she had
symptams of Covid.19. She
wae earlier granted week's
interim beil till June 19 for
Trer wedding.

Additional seasions judge
Dharmender Rana directed
Jnhan to surrender in jail
on Fridoay and asked the jail
superintendent to ensure
adeguate medieal eare.
Jahan, through advacate
Lalit Valecha, had earlier
spught extension for seven

the opinion of the doctor
and the nature of offence,
no ground for extension af
interim bail is made out
in favour of the accused
(dnham),” the jadge snid

Valecha zaid that Jahan
married on June 12 and
aubaequently her hushand
came in contact with a
relative whe tested positive.
Following this, the dactar
advized the hushand to test
far the wirus,

The plea aleo said that
Jahan hae alsa developed
the symptome and doctors
advized feven daye home
laolation before undergoing
n tost herself, On Friday,
Juhan'e counse] told the eourt
that her husband's report hes
Deen found negative.

The Dielhi Paliee, oppasing
the ples, filed a report and
stated thet the concerned
doctor has not preseribed any
Covid-19 test and that it wae
n ense af flu

“1 hewe no apecific remaone
to doubt the report of the 10
or the advice of the concerned
medical expert Tt is o setiled
prineiple of law that interim
beil ean only he granted in

exceptional circumstances
Mere spprehensions eannok
eonstitute o valid ground for
extension of inberim bail " the
judge said,

dahan, is one of the
secused in the UAPA case
registared by the Special Cell
of the city palice to probe the
rints that had in which over
50 people hiad died and more
than 400 injured. While the

[ncal police and crime branch
nre investigating ot lenst 750
cazes related to the riote, the
special eellinnbi terror wnit)
of the foree had registered o
separate case in FIR to probe
the alleged larger conspiracy
behind the rists in north east
Delhi

Besides dahan, student
activiats Azif Tqhal Tanha,
Gulfisha Ehateon, Snfoora
Fargar, Meeran Haider, Shifa-
Ur-Fehmnn, suspended AAP
Couneillor Tahir Huszain,
nctivist Khalid Saifi, JNU
acholars Natasha Narwal and
Dievangann Kalita and former
JNU etudent Umar Khalid
hawa alza been hooked under
thee anti-terror law in the case.

Police hove alleged that
the rista was a conspiracy
by peaple such as Hussnin,
Umar Ehalidinot arrested)
nnd Khalid Snifi among
wthers, who mobilised people

under the garb of holding
nnti-citizenship Amendment
Act protests acroas the city.
All the aesused persons and
theit lnwyera have demied the
police’s nllegntions and said
that police hove Isunched o
witchhunt ngainst anti-CAA
protesters.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
High Court on Friday asked
the city police to consider
a repregentation by Pinjra
Ted member Devangana
Kalita, arrested for her
alleged involvement in the
north-eaet Delhi riots, who
npproached court secking
idea conferencing facilities
with her lawyers baenuse the
legal meetings with private
lawyore or meetings with
Family members in the prieon
have been suspended due to
Covid-10. Only couneels of
the: Defhi State Legnl Services
Authority.

won'

f fear’

AAP MLA Raghav Chadha on 5 day

institutional Covid-19 quarantine order
Our Correspondent
New DelbilJune 20
Anm Andmi Party MLA Roghav Chedhs on S !

s, G sl bt etk uidher Tkt
by Dell
Anil Baijul snd swid that many

people will not get tested fearing

Delhi violence: Tahir Hussain
named intwo II‘BSlI charge sheets

Our Correspen

Lieutenant-General

being whisked sway to quarsmtine

centres. He aleo snid that the move

will require 90,000 additional
beds which will be a problem for

the administration.

needs 15,000 beds by June 50
but after this order, now we
need 80,000 beds by June 30,
From where will we get 90,000 hads?

As per our enleulotion, Dalhi

Chadha said. “As

per vesterday's order, all Covid-19 patients, symptomatic
or asymptomatic, wnll be kept in quarnntine eentres for &
days, People from my ronstituency have told me that they
woi't get themeelves test.@d for fear of being whisked away
to quarantine centres,” Chada tald reporters on Setorday.
The 1-G's order added that after the five-day inatitutional
quarantine, asymptamatic Cavid-19 patients will be sent for
home gquarantine. Five days iustit\\tinnn] fuarantine of each
case under home-quarnntine is to be made mondntery and,
therenfter, Etl\ey;wl]]hearulfou mm-luolnnnn exeeptin eases
where aire: furt] "Bl seid m
hia order. f‘hn.\fMuml.or Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP government
bz deseribed the move ns “arbitrary” and said it will “seriously
horm™ the national eapital. The Kejriwal government has also
nsked the 1.0 to reconsider hiz decision, The natienal capital

is etrugpling with a rapid surge in Cavid-19 coses

New Dellibfune 20
Dellii police on Friday
filod two more chargn shoets
in cases related to the
Februnry riets in northenst
Delhi. Tn both, the police
charged suspended AAP
eounciller Tahlr Husealn
along with other accused
The twe charge sheets
were filed in two separate
ineidents of vielesce during
ihe riots -- the tirst, related
to arson and rloting at a
parking lot in Chand Bagh,
in which at least a hundred
vehicles wera set on fire; and
the second, arson and robe:
it o godown of essentinl goods
in Karmwal Nagar.
According to a senior
police officer who ssked not
toba named, in the two charge
sheets, police have charged
Hugzain, his younger brother
Shah Alam and at least 10
athyers for rioting, being armed
with dendly weapons, dneoity,
mischief by fire or explosive
subsstanee, unlmwiul assembly

and eriminal conapirany -

“Both incidents toak
plaee on Februpry 24 and two
separate FIRs were registered
on Febroary 27, In the first
ense it hns been established
in the clarge sheet basged
on electronie evidences nnd

later nrrested fur tie of
the offfeer added.

In the second incident,
the charge sheet mentions
that Hugeain and his younger
brother Shah Alsm olong
with eight others, reached
Frudrcp Parking Lot and

on the the eye
witnesses that Tohir Hussnin
led & mob into a godown
of eseential commeodities
in Karawal Nagar and set
it afire, The owner of the
godown claimed a loss of
worth Ke 23-30 lakhe Tahir
Huszaln and five others were

s shutters. "They
renched the first floor and

the pesple who were
present there of their money
and valuables, There were
foad preparstions going on in
Weere for @ marriage fnetion.
Huseain nnd others destroyed
e fowd preparved and then

threw petrol bombs into the
parking ares where several
wehicles were parked st the
time_ All the vehicles parked
in Pradesp Parking lot were
gutted” the ofcer said.

At Teast 53 people died
and 400 were injured in the
risting that started as clushes
hetween sapporters and
appon of the Citizenship
{ Mlmldnwm_-.-\n. or CAA Bo
for Delhi & have filed over
BB charge sheets in different
cages related to the nertheast
Delhi riots, including three
against Husaain (one of which
nccuses him of planning the
murder of IB staffer Ankit
Sharma}.

Huseain had earlier
denied the chorges and said
that police were framing hin.
Before heing arrested, he told
reporters that le was a victin
of the northeast riots himself
and was resened from his
hause in Chand Bagh. Police
have however denied this
nand claim he wos port of the
conspiracy.

DU student to be first
wheelchair-bound Indian to
study at Oxford

Our Correspondent
New Delhiffune 20

“I met with a severe car recident on my way from
Huahiarpur to Chandigarth | Pul\jnh! with iy family. Twas
13 then, With varinus ether injuries, my spinal cord hrn'lfr
and made me paralytie from cheat e
recalls Protishthe Deveshwor,
& final year student of Lady Shri Ram |
Callege, Delhi University, in o matter- |
of-fiact tone. Remetubering the ineident |
that changed her lifo is of eourse nat
ensy for hm- vet hor voloe gleama with E

ity ag she says in the same |

hn.at]:. ”Poupln.- with disabillties e
achiove anything!” On the path to @
make her beliel and statement troe,
Deveshwnr had been a hizh reaker in neademics, and
convineed her family that sle could atay all by heraell in
Dalhi, nfter being home schooled. *1 nlways koew that I
vould overeome my situation culy with education. So, after
12th, I told my porents thet | den't want to live inside
the four walls of my home anymore: [ dessrve better. T
applied to LS, and got admiszion! Thet changed my life,”
gays Deveslwar who was seon spotted on & wheelehair on
Dethi roods, with shepping begs hanging on either side
“Everyone advieed my family to not to send me to Delbi
because I'm diffc Iy-abled, snd was dependent on them
woubd be impossible for me o live alone.
possible wee never in my dictionary! 1
started Lving by myself— did grocery shopping, pald bills
and even travelled, by myself, almost the whole of the city
in the metro traln. And don't be serpreieed I you see e
buzzing around the reads of Delhi sgain, on my wheelchsir,
after the pandemic ends”

Delhi’s Covid-19 count
crosses 50K, death toll
breaches 2K-mark

Dur Correspondent

The number of coranavirus diasase (Cavid- 19) cages in
Deathi erossed the #0,000-mark on Fridey, with 3,137 new
eages over the past 24 hours, ag por the gty pevernment’s
dnily health bulletin. Fridey's surge, the highest in o single
day az well, toak the city’s total to 53,116, The ety added
10,0060 eases in five days, with total eases renching 41,182
endune 14, when Delbl recorded 2,224 eoses In o single day.

Dielhi had recorred its firet ense of the infertions dicense
oo March 2, when & Mayur Vikar realdent tested positive
fior the infeetion after returning from lealy, Since then, it
took 40 daye to record the flret 1,000 eapes and another
&7 days for 10,000 ensoe. It just took 14 days for the city
to record the vext 10,000 cazes. The number of cases had
croesod the 20,000 murk on June 1, with $90 new cases
taking the total to 20,834, With 66 deaths due to Covid-19
over the last 24-hours, the total toll of the viral infection in
the city also prosged the 2,000 mark. This takes Delhi’s caze
fatality rate to 3.8%, The casc fatality rate started inching
up when the Delld povernment started recording backlog
denths May 12 onwards, When o discrepancy was peinted
wut in the sumulative data ghared by the state government
and that shared by individual hospitals, the government
get new protocols to ensure every hospital reported their
Conid-19 denths the sume doy by § po. The esse fatality
rate on May 12 stcod at 1.1%.

Atleastfive days institutional quarantine for all Gouid-19 cases in Delni

Our Correspondent

Freilitios. The

questioned why Ehis l..m.,,»
heing rade
“We have

New Delhifdune 20 o T

The Delbi Disaster O Euidelines wa
Management Authority ouly for Delhi. 3
(DDMA), headed by treated thousands of wild
ligutenant roor Anil  od bt Ak

cases al

Baijal, on Friday evening
controversinlly ordered
s mandatory five.day
institutional gquarantine
for "each eage” under home
quarantine in the eity, in
an unexpected move that
could strain the Capital's
already-stretched health care
infro and workers, discourage

home so far through daily
monitoring and ounselling.”
it melded.

Agcording Lo experts,
Tt gaa; ine is prefarred,
if the home meets certnin
eoniditions. Most countries in
the world recommend it for
mild cases. Experts alao point
to the risks of infeckions from
L ded ine focilities.

people from und
and inconveuience sreund
H,500 praple currently under
home iselation

The move was
immediately eriticised as
"arhitrary® hy the state
government, which, in a
statement, pointed out its
Bueewss in running & home
quarantine pragramme and
the challenges that will come
with ndding “thousands
of quarantine roome and
finding ndditional doctors
and nurses and health
workers” to manage these

“I nm o big belizver of
home jzolation as at least
D0% of the cnses, according
to T are mild enough to not
require hospitalisation, As
lomg ne premutluns are taken
ond there i
conpultation 3
Why unneecessarily burden
the health infrastructure that
nnyway gets overwhelmed
when there is purge in ensea?
Medical heds should he kept
for aerious patients needing
specialised care, otherwise
where will you keep your

serious patients whose lives
we have to save? Home can
be the best. isolation facility
56 long ns all protocals re
followed,” snid T Jacob Jobn,
thee formyer hend of virology st
CMC, Vellore,

DDMA said in iks order
that it fears “home isolation
without physival contact to
monitor the patients may he a
renson for the increass in the
spread of Covid-19 infections
in Delhi®. Totnl infections

breached the 50,000 mark

on Friday, up from 20,000 on
dune 2.

According to lhe
government’s June 18
bulletin, 5,400 of ite 10,900
Cavid-19 beds were vacant,
and roughly 6,000 beds
were svailable (out of 6,300)
in Covid care and health
centres. “This availability of
resourees (8 mainly becnuse
of the success of our home
quarantine scheme for
petients who are not hadly
infected and have epace to

be safely isoloted at hom
B senior etate government
official snid,

“Entirs manpower of
the Delhi government is
already stretehed. Now, large
quarantine centres would
need to be made to house
thouennds of psymptomatic
peaple. Thoasands of patients
wre being treated at home
ni the moment. Alter this
arder, we would immediately
need thousands of beds in
quarantine centres,” the

Delhi government said
in a statement Going by
Thursday's numbers, the
8,500 in home quarantine and
the 2,877 new cases would
completely A1l up the 10,000.
il hede free at present.

There have also been
coneerns about a shortage
of health care workers in
hospitals and rare facilities,
Medin reparted on Wednesday
that the plan to add 23,800
beds this maonth for Covid-19
patients will require roughly
2,000 doctars and 3,000
nareing etaff = resonrees
that it at present has not
been able to secure, The
DDMA order discontinued
the serviees of the conpany
hired to manage the home
quarantine, Portea Medical,
which contacted individuals
threugh phone ealle. “We haee
heen completely supportive
of the Central Government
in our eollective fight agrinst
Corana, but this arbitrary
decizion will =eriously harm
Dielhi. They shoold reconsider
this deecizion,” the Delhi
government.
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