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INDIA'S MEDICAL CRISIS: NOT ENOUGH DOCTORS & NURSES

NUMS3ER WISE

ISHAAN GERA

The coronavirus pandemic has over-
whelmed India’s healthcare system.
One critical gap doesn’t get attention,
though: The country’s acute shortage
of doctors and nurses.

India had 1.16 million doctors, of
whom only 80 per cent, or 0.9 million,
were working, the health ministry told
Parliament in late 2019. This results in
0.68 doctors for every 1,000 people. The
WHO prescribes a ratio of 1:1000. As
many as 70,262 students graduated with
a MBBS degrees in India in 2019-20. If

only 80 per cent join medical work, it
would take another seven years to reach
the WHO standard. If India continues
toadd 1.1 per cent to its population every
year, then even if MBBS seats increase
by 5.5 per cent each year, it will take 10
years to reach the WHO standard.

The WHO standard is the bare min-
imum, though. India's partners at
BRICS (Brazil, Russia China, and South
Africa) average two doctors for every
1,000 people. The Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Develo-
pment (OECD), which has 38 mem-
bers, mostly developed countries, has
3.1 doctors. At the current pace, India
will take 32 years and 57 years to level
with BRICS and OECD, respectively.

There aren’t enough nurses, either.
WHO prescribes three nurses per LO0O
people; India last year had 3.24 million
or 2.36 nurses per 1,000 people. As the
country adds 0.21 nurses every year, it
would take two years to reach the
WHO-required nurse ratio, 11 years to
reach BRICS and 32 to get to the OECD
ratio of 9.6 nurses per 1,000 people.

The disparity among states is stark.
UP has increased its doctor count by
6 per cent in the last two years and Delhi
by 27 per cent. While Bihar did not add
any nurse between 2016 and 2018, Delhi
increased the count by 18.9 per cent.
‘While India has an average of 0.68 doc-
tors per 1,000 people, there is only 0.1
doctor for 1,000 people in rural India.
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THERE IS A WIDE DISPARITY

1. Itwill take 57 years to get
asmanydoctorsper1000  AMONGST STATES ONGC ENERGY CENTRE
eople as OECD countries Doctors per 1,000 people . @@
peop Top 5 states AN 8th Floor, Core-3 & 4,SCOPE Minar, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092,
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reach the level TENDER NOTICE
WHO norm . 2028 “Head MM-DNGC Energy Centre” invites sealed bid in duplicate under Two-Bid System
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Bottom 5 states 02.07.2021, Tender Closing & Opening date/time: 02.07.2021 on 14:00/15:00 Hrs. (IST)
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Source: Lok Sabha, WHO, Indian Nursing Council Annual Report

After a stupendous performance in the fourth quarter of FY21, India Inc faltered in Q1
of this financial year due to the second wave of the pandemic. What do the prospects
forQ2look like? The first of a four-part series looks at the automobile industry

Motown gears up

for fast-lane drive

ARINDAM MAJUMDER
New Delhi, 22 June

s the second wave of the
A Covid-19 pandemic

abates, India’s automalk-
ers are hopeful of a quick recov-
ery in sales volumes, led by bet-
ter rural sentiment, low interest
rates, improved availability of
finance and a gradual uptick in
business and economic activity.
In fact, companies have started
to ramp up production already,
encouraged by high order books
and the growing preference for
private transport in both rural
and urban areas as a means to
avoid infections.

In early April, the industry
had been bullish as the sales
trend for March showed that the
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic
had been left behind. The total
vehicle sales had grown by 77
per cent, albeit on a lower base,
and for the past few months,
sales had consistently touched
300,000 units per month.

An optimistic Maruti Suzuki,
India's largest carmaker, had
said that the higher liquidity in
the market, coupled with easier
finance options, would likely be
a boon for the industry.

But once the
second wave of
the pandemic
struck, all the
gains of the pre-
vious few
months got erod-
ed. With more
than 80 per cent
of the country
under lockdown,
carmakers wete

Q200U NTDOWN
PART-I

-

WAITING FOR THE
HEELS TO TURN

After the lockdown period lastyear, vehicle sales had gone up,
but fell sharply again from April 2021, when the second Covid
wave forced 80% of auto dealers to close down
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Industry sources said that in
June, two of India’s largest car-
makers, Maruti Suzuki and Hy-
undai, are aiming to produce
165,000-169,000 units and 60,-
000-65,000 units, respectively.

This is an increase from
April, when Maruti Suzuki pro-
duced 157,585 vehicles and
Hyundai about
57,100 vehicles,
before production
nosedived in May
when the country
was hitting the
peak of the second
wave. The quick
ramp-up in pro-
duction has been
possible  since,
unlike last year,

-

forced to shut
factories and
dealers had to
close their showrooms.

Now, the pendulum has
swung back once again. As the
Indian economy starts opening
up once more, industry execu-
tives are hoping for a robust Q2.
Sales are projected to recover
from August, once economic
activity gathers pace.

Final frontier:
Doing laundry
in space

AUTOMOBILES

there was little or
no flight of work-
force this time.
“Ten states that account for
40.2 per cent of total sales have
opened up fully. Since unlock-
ing began, our dealer partners
are seeing good traction and
enquiry from customers. I
expect 70-75 per cent of sales
witnessed in early April to be
back in June,” said Shashank

Source: Vahan

Srivastava, executive director
(marketing and sales) at
Maruti Suzuki.

Out of 3,145 of Maruti’s out-
lets, 2,300 were open as of
the end of last week.

Hyundai is also ramping up
production and has restarted
the third shift at its Chennai
plant. Tarun Garg, head of sales
at Hyundai, said that the com-
pany was of the view that 75 per
cent of normal monthly sales
will return by June.

“Today, 80 per cent of our
dealerships are open. While
May saw only 25-30 per cent of
sales, we expect that by June,
70-75 per cent of normal
demand will be back,” Garg said.

However, the rebound in
two-wheelers may take a while,
as rural areas, which are one of
their primary markets, were
badly hit by the second wave of
the pandemic.

Y S Guleria, head of sales at
Honda Motorcycle and Scooter
India, said, “Rural areas have
also been impacted by the pan-
demic this time. But there is one
positive aspect: there has been
arecord agrlcmulral output and

we can expect a normal mon-
soon. We can clearly see it from
the trend of tractor sales, which
have fared well in the last two
seasons. The fundamentals look
strong but we will have to see if
it translates to demand.”

However, Srivastava of
Maruti cautioned that the cur-
rent bullishness in the industry
really depends on the overall
mood of the economy and
whether or not India will be able
to resist a third wave. “The sup-
ply side is smooth, but the actu-
al recovery of demand will
depend on the overall macro
economy,” he said.

Agreed Guleria of Honda:
“Itislike crystal-gazing. We are
on a week to week business
planning.”

Apart from the uncertainty
in demand, what is worrying
companies is a spike in input
costs, which will pinch profit
margins. For instance, for Bajaj
Auto, input costs have risen by
4-5 per cent, against which the
company has taken price hikes
of 4 per cent in phases. The two-
wheeler-maker’s Ebitda margin
contracted 60 basis points (bps)
year-on-year and 170 bps quar-
ter-on-quarter to 17.7 per cent in
Q4. The firm expects a further
300 bps impact in Q1 of FY22,
for which it has increased the
price of its products by 1.5-2
per cent in April.

Analysts say that despite the
increase in production cost, the
uncertainty in demand will
make it tough for companies to
increase prices.

“We expect a stronger FY22
on a very low base of HIFY21.
However, the growth will be
lower than our earlier expecta-
tions as the second wave of the
pandemic has hit the country
badly. Therefore, retail as well
as wholesale numbers will be
impacted at least in Q1 of FY22.
We are, however, expecting a
strong bounce back in Q2FY22
across the segments as Wave #2
is expected to subside,” LKP
Securities said in a note.
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Auction of Government of India Dated Secu
for 26,000 crore on June 25, 2021

The Government of India (Gol) has announced the sale (re-issue) of three
dated securities:

SASTASUNDAR VENTURES LIMITED
CIN - L65393WB1983PLC047002
Registered Office: Azimganj House, 2nd Floor, 7 Abanindra Nath Thakur Sarani
(formerly Camac Street), Kolkata - 700 017
Phone - 033-2282 9330, Fax - 033-2282 9335
Email: investors@sastasundar.com « Website: www.sastasundarventures.com

EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS

SIDDHARTH CAVALE

22 June

Ever wondered how
astronauts aboard the
International Space Station
do their laundry?

Well, they don't, and the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (Nasa)
is working hard to solve what
is one of the most thorny tasks
in space — washing clothes.

The space agency is plan-
ning to conduct a series of
experiments using specially
designed detergents from
Procter and Gamble to find a
long-term solution to the
problem, the US consumer
goods giant said on Tuesday.

The vital nature of water
on space missions has meant
that astronauts have simply
jettisoned used clothes, hap-
py in the knowledge they will
disintegrate as they re-enter
the atmosphere.

As aresult, Nasa sends 160
pounds of clothing per crew
member to the International
Space Station per vyear.
Labelled Nasa Tide after
P&G’s main washing powder,
the first tests on the new
detergent to evaluate the
effects of micro-gravity and
radiation will take place on a
cargo flight to the ISS next
year and, subsequently, in the
space station itself. REUTERS

“Don't get cheated by E-mails/SMSs/Calls promising you money"

the RBl website - (www.rbi.org.in).

Attention Retail Investors*

{*PFs, Trusts, RRBs, Cooperative Banks, NBFCs, Corporates,

HUFs and Individuals)

Retail investors can participate in the auctions for the amounts earmarked
for them on a non-competitive basis through a bank or a primary dealer.
For more information, detailed list and telephone numbers of primary 9
dealers/bank branches and application forms please visit RBl website
(www.rbi.org.in) or FIMMDAwebsite (www.fimmda.org).

Government Stock offers safety, liquidity and attractive returns

for long duration.

Sr.| Nomenclature Notified amount | Earmarked for Retail FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 2021 (Rs. In Lacs except for EPS)
No.| Nominal (in T Crore)|Investors* (in T Crore) Standalone Consolidated
1. | 4.26% GS 2023 3.000 150 o | Quarter Ended |Quarter Ended| Year Ended | YearEnded | Quarter Ended |Quarter Ended| YearEnded | Year Ended
articulars H-Mar-21 -Mar-20 | 3-Mar-21 31-Mar-20 31-Mar-21 -Mar-20 | 31-Mar-21 31-Mar-20
2.|5.85% GS 2030 14,000 700 (Audted) | (Aucited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited)
3.|6.76% GS 2061 9,000 450
Gol will have the option to retain additional subscription up to 36,000 crore Total Income from Qperations (Net) - - 0.97| 13.313.50 11,592.56 | 54.819.88| 38,543.71
against above security/securities. Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period before Tax and exceptional items (5.52)| (12.73)| (14.01) (65.39)| (853.03)|(1,565.52) | (1,636.68) | (5,785.45)
The sale will be subject to the terms and conditions spelt out in this -
notification (called 'Specific Notification'). The stocks will be sold through Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (5.52)| (12.73)| (14.01) 63.19| (853.03)|(1,565.52) |(1,636.68) | (5,756.87)
Reserve Bank of India, Mumbai Office, Fort, Mumbai - 400001, as per the :
terms and conditions specified in the General Notification F-No.4(2)- Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax (5.52) 1.69| (14.01) 63.57 (855.06) |(1,541.33) | (1,709.20) | (5,213.13)
W&M/2018, dated March 27, 2018. Total Comprehensive Income/(Loss) for the pericd after tax (6.92) 350 (15.54) 63.39| (812.62)((1,563.76) {1,684.57) | (5,236.90)
The auction will be price based for all the securities, using multiple price : : ;
method. The auction will be conducted by RBI, Mumbai Office, Fort, Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face Value per share Rs.10 ) | 3,181.05| 3,181.05| 3,181.05| 3,181.05| 3,181.05| 3,181.05| 3,181.05| 3,181.05
Mumbai on June 25, 2021 (Friday). The result will be announced on the Other Equity - -| 2414361| 24,159.15 - -| 16,80861| 17,831.33
same day and payment by successful bidders will have to be made on - - N S . :
June 28, 2021 (Monday). Earnings per share (Basic) (0.02) 0.01 (0.04) 0.20 (1.90) (3.086) (3.27) (12.20)
For further details, please see RBI press release daled June 21, 2021 on Earnings per share (Diluted) (0.02)* 0.01* (0.04) 0.20 {1.90)* (3.06)* (3.27) (12.20)

* Not annualised
Notfes :

Place : Kolkata
Date : 22nd June, 2021

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly and Annual Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly and Annual Financial Results are available on the
website of the Stock Exchange(s) www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com and also on the website of the Company - www.sastasundarventures.com

. Exceptional items adjusted in the statement of Profit and Loss are in accordance with INDAS Rule.

For and on behalf of the Board
B. L. Mittal

Chairman & Managing Director
DIN: 00365809
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POURA BHABAN, BIDHANNAGAR,
NIQ No. 185/PHE(W)/BMC (2nd
Call, Date: 21.06.2021 e-Tender
has been invited for Temporary
Stall at outside of CA market
within Ward no. 39 under
Bidhannagar Municipal
Corporation. For details, please
follow (Tender Id
2021_MAD_333754_1) in
www.wbtenders.gov.in, Office
Notice Board. Last date of Bid

Chandernagore Municipal Corporation
1)Tender No. PWIXU2T-112021-22102 To 04,
Dt. 22.06.2021.
Memo No. PWDITENDI/CMC/21-22/8
Dt. 22.06.2021
Various Developments of Municipal Areas.
For details, please visit the website
www.chandernagoremunicipalcorporation.in

Commissioner/ Secretary
Chandernagore Municipal Corporation

N.L.T. : SFDC/MD/NIT-
02(e)/2021-2022/140
SFDC Ltd invites e-tender for
supply of Adult Guppy Fish in
different Blocks/Districts in
West Bengal. For details please
see our website: www.wbsfdcltd.
com or https:/fwbtenders.gov.in
Last date of (online) Bid
submission 12.07.2021 upto
15.00 hrs. and opening on

14.07.2021 at 16.00 hrs.
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