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Thursday, February 15, 20242STANDARD POST, Mumbai

Union Minister Anurag Thakur, FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich, chess legend Viswanathan Anand and Hungarian
chess legend Judit Polgar during Olympiad Torch hand-off ceremony & FIDE's 100th anniversary celebration at Major
Dhyan Chand National Stadium, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Jammu, Feb 14 (UNI) :
Democratic Progessive
Azad Party (DPAP)
Chairman Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Wednesday urged
the youth of Jammu and
Kashmir to 'channelise their
energies into positive
endeavours to contribute
into betterment of the
society.'Addressing a
public gathering in Mandi
tehsil of Poonch district, he
stressed the importance of
constructive engagement
and community
involvement as vital
components in fostering a
culture of peace, harmony,
and progress.

Azad underscored the
party’s unwavering
commitment to defending
the rights of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,
particularly in the context of
Article 370 and land
eviction orders.

The DPAP Chairman
outlined robust
commitments to job
creation and infrastructural
growth and appealed for
peace and unity among the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.He criticized other

Channelise your energies into positive
endeavours : Ghulam Nabi Azad to youth

political parties for
misleading the public
through divisive strategies
that have resulted in the
fragmentation of
communities.The former JK
Chief Minister emphasized
his commitment to honesty
and dedicated work,
asserting that his actions
will always align with his
words.Azad reiterated the
importance of maintaining
solidarity as a singular
community, urging people
not to succumb to the
influences of divisive
politics propagated by
certain parties. He
reaffirmed his mission to
uplift the underprivileged,
outlining plans to establish
more schools, colleges,
roads, and districts to
enhance the overall socio-
economic landscape of the
region.He vehemently
condemned the recent acts
of violence perpetrated by
Pakistan, resulting in the
loss of innocent lives in
Jammu and Kashmir. In a
resolute stance against
such heinous acts, the
DPAP Chairman
emphasized the need for

concerted efforts to
counter terrorism and
maintain peace in the
region.Azad lamented the
lack of vocal opposition
from other party leaders on
the issue of Article 370,
highlighted DPAP’s efforts
in fighting against land
eviction orders and
securing the land rights of
the people.He reassured
the public that DPAP will
continue to prioritize the
protection of land rights
and the implementation of
job rights if elected to
power.The former CM
promised that his
government, if elected, will
work tirelessly to uphold
the rights of the people,
particularly in terms of land
ownership and
employment opportunities.

Azad promised, stating
that if elected to power, his
government will bring back
the Roshni Scheme.

The DPAP Chairman
emphasized the importance
of the Roshni Scheme in
addressing land ownership
issues and promoting
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c
development in the region.

Chandigarh, Feb 14
(UNI): Punjab Transport
Minister Laljit Singh
Bhullar said on Wednesday
that Punjab is the first state
in the country to identify all
784 accidental-prone black
spots and rectify over 60
percent of them with the
latest engineering
techniques.

Addressing the drivers
of PRTC Roadways buses,
trucks, and school buses,
private bus operators, and
taxi operators during the
concluding ceremony of
'Road Safety Month' here at
MAGSIPA, he said that so
far, around Rs 700 crore has
been incurred to rectify the
black spots.

with the help of NHAI
to further reduce the

Punjab 1st state to identify all 784
accidental-prone black spots: Bhullar

mortality rate in road
accidents.He said that the
government is consistently
working to save precious
lives, for which

Various steps have
been taken, such as
establishing a dedicated
Sadak Surkhya Force and
installingCCTV cameras at
junctions, use of speedos
and alcho-meters, etc. He
urged the drivers to use

the safety belt as well
as the rear belt in the case
of taxis and other commuter
vehicles.

Addressing the event,
Director General Lead
Agency Mr. R Venkat
Ratnam informed that

Various activities were
organized across the state
during Road Safety Month,

which included cycle and
two-wheeler rallies, affixing
retro-reflective tapes to
transport vehicles, nukkad
talks with drivers,
awareness campaigns on
seat belts and helmets, and
special drives against red
light violations, over-
speeding and drunk
driving, cleaning roadside
vegetation, installing road
signage, medical eye
checkup camps for drivers,
and identification of
accident-prone spots.
Besides this, walkathons,
poster-making and quiz
competitions, exhibitions,
and lectures on road safety
byNGOs and road safety
experts were organized in
collaboration with the
school education, higher

education, and technical
education departments.On
this occasion, a workshop
on "Identification and
Rectification of Accident
Black Spots and

its impact" were held,
wherein the Road Owning
Departments such as
NHAI, PWD (B&R), Local
Government, and Punjab
Mandi Board presented
compliance reports of
initiatives taken during this
month.ADGP (Traffic) AS
Rai and Traffic Advisor
Punjab Navdeep Asija also
addressed the gathering.

About 400 first-aid kits
were distributed to the
drivers to be kept in
vehicles. These kits were
sponsored by Mr. Kamal
Garg, IAS, MD MILKFED.

Farmers facing
atrocities,
injustice under
BJP rule : Cong

New Delhi Feb 14 (UNI)
The Congress while
accusing the government
of betraying the farmers on
the guarantee of giving
legal MSP, said that
atrocities and injustice done
to farmers by the current
regime was never done by
any government after
independence.

Addressing a press
conference at the AICC
headquarters here,
Congress leader Pawan
Khera said, "During the
election campaign in 2014,
Modiji made a false promise
of giving MSP on the lines
of the Swaminathan report
to the farmers and became
the Prime Minister.

"But PM Modi's lie
came to light when an
affidavit was filed in the
Supreme Court with regards
to MSP, in which the Modi
government took a
shameful 'U' turn and said
that we cannot give this
kind of MSP where the input
cost is too high," Khera
said.

He said the Prime
Minister not only broke his
promise but made full
arrangements to stop the
farmers demanding their
right by putting in place
barbed wire, nails, rubber
bullets, tear gas from
drones and cement walls.

The Congress leader
said that even after two
years when the Prime
Minister apologised and
withdrew all three farm
laws, he promised of
constituting a committee to
find solution to the MSP
issue."But today it has
been two years but no
committee has been
formed," Khera said.

He said Congress
president Mallikaarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi
have taken a historic
decision in Ambikapur on
Tuesday of giving legal
guarantee of MSP to the
farmers.

"As soon as the
announcement was made,
the entire ecosystem is
spreading lies and
propaganda on the MSP,"
Khera alleged.

New Delhi, Feb 14 (UNI)
: As part of the ongoing
strategic overseas
deployment to East Africa,
marking a pivotal milestone
in the ongoing diplomatic
maritime engagements,

Indian Coast Guard
Offshore Patrol Vessel
(OPV) ICGS Varaha made a
significant port call at
Maputo Port, Mozambique,

ICGS Varaha makes port call in Mozambique
seas in the region while also
addressing contemporary
maritime challenges.

The deployment of
ICGS Varaha to East Africa
exemplifies India’s
commitment to fostering
warm and cordial relations
with African countries.

The overarching goal is
to promote friendly
relations through maritime
cooperation, aligning with
India’s maritime vision
encapsulated in “SAGAR:
Security and Growth for All
in the Region” and the
concept of “Global South.”

During its three-day
visit, the crew of ICGS
Varaha will participate in a
series of professional
interactions in the fields of
Marine Pollution Response
(MPR), Maritime Search
and Rescue (M-SAR), and
Maritime Law Enforcement,
including cross-deck

training, calls on various
Mozambique Naval and
maritime agency officials,
sports fixtures, joint yoga
sessions, tabletop
exercises, and Passage
Exercise (PASSEX) with the
Mozambique Naval Forces,
a Defense Ministry
statement said here.

The visit of ICGS
Varaha, an indigenously
built offshore patrol vessel,
to East African countries
also aims to showcase
Indian shipbuilding
industry prowess and
capabilities, furthering the
concept of “Aatmnirbhar
Bharat.”.

Moreover, the National
Cadet Corps (NCC)
embarked onboard the ICG
ship and will be
undertaking a beach
cleanup drive in
coordination with a local
youth organization at

Maputo towards the government's
initiative “Puneet Sagar Abhiyan” to
provide it with international
outreach.The collaborative efforts
aim to further strengthen the ties
between the Indian Coast Guard and
their counterparts in Mozambique.

This overseas deployment aligns
with the Indian Coast Guard’s

on Wednesday.
The visit to

Maputo holds great
significance as it
reinforces bilateral
relationships with
key maritime
agencies.

T h e s e
l o n g s t a n d i n g
relationships are
integral to ensuring
the safety, security,
and environmental
sustainability of the

commitment to
fostering bilateral
relationships and
e n h a n c i n g
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
cooperation with
f o r e i g n - f r i e n d l y
countries (FFCs).

Notably, before
this visit, ICGS
Varaha had made port
calls to Mombasa,
K e n y a ,
demonstrating a
s e a m l e s s
continuation of
diplomatic maritime
engagements in the
African region.

New Delhi, Feb 14 (UNI) Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on Wednesday moved the
Supreme Court over the High Court's refusal to
quash criminal proceedings against him for a
protest march organised in Bengaluru on February
14, 2022.

He has challenged the order of the Karnataka
High Court passed on February 6 last dismissing
his plea to quash the criminal proceedings against
him and for imposing a cost of Rs 10,000.

CM Siddaramaiah moves SC over HC's
refusal to quash criminal proceedings

On February 6, The Karnataka High Court
dismissed the petition filed by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, Congress' State in charge Randeep
Singh Surjewala, and legislators Ramalinga Reddy
and MB Patil, seeking to quash a criminal case
registered against them in 2022 for alleged illegal
march towards the residence of then Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, shouting slogans and demanding
the resignation.

The High Court, however, failed to ascertain

whether the prosecution of the
petitioner would be legitimate in the
given facts and circumstances, it
contended. The plea also said the
HC lost sight of the fact that the
assembly did not lead to any
violence or use of criminal force to
present an imminent threat to the
public at large or to the members of
the then ruling dispensation or any
public servant.
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