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AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 16  NOVEMBER

Shiv Sena (UBT) President
and ex-Chief  Minister
Uddhav Thackeray has
demanded action by the
Election Commission of
India against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and

Home Minister Amit Shah
for seeking votes in the
name of religion, here on
Thursday.

Speaking to the media,
Thackeray pointed to Amit
Shah’s recent poll campaign
when he promised the vot-
ers of Madhya Pradesh a
free pilgrimage to the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya if they
voted the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) back to power.

Earlier this year, the Maha
Vikas Aghadi ex-CM said
that in the Karnataka Assem-
bly elections, Modi had also

sought votes on religious
lines, asking people to chant
‘Bajrang Bali Ki Jai’ and
press the EVM buttons.

“In the past, nobody had
the courage to invoke reli-
gion during elections… It
was only the Hindu Hriday
Samrat Balasaheb Thackeray
who coined the slogans of
‘Garv se kaho hum Hindu
hain’, and ‘Mandir wahin
banayenge’. However, on
the grounds of ‘corrupt’
electoral practices, he was
banned from exercising his
voting right for six years,”
said Thackeray.

“My question to the ECI
is whether any changes have
been made since then…
Why is a different yardstick
being applied now? Does the
ECI follow some different
rules for Modi and Shah?
Why the double standards
for the BJP and others,”
asked Thackeray.

Simultaneously, Shiv Sena
(UBT) Secretary Anil Desai

has shot off a letter to the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner seeking clarification
about the use of religion
during campaigning for the
forthcoming 2024 Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections.

“The double standards
applied by the ECI are
intriguing, yet understand-
able, given the fact that the
ECI is publicly perceived
to be in alignment with
whatever the BJP does dur-
ing elections and even oth-
erwise,” said Desai in the let-
ter, referring to the poll
campaigns that were held in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana
and Mizoram.

Thackeray warned that “if
what the BJP does is accept-
able to the ECI, then hence-
forth, even the Shiv Sena
(UBT) would not hesitate to
seek votes in the name of Hin-
dutva or slogans like ‘Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj Ki Jai’,
‘Jai Bhavani’, etc.”

AGENCIES
LUCKNOW, 16 NOVEMBER

Amid the controversy sur-
rounding a post by Swami
Prasad Maurya Akhilesh
Yadav, the supremo of the
Samajwadi Party (SP), on
Wednesday, stated, "The
stand of the Samajwadi Party
on religion is clear. There
should be no discussion about
it".

"The stand of the Sama-
jwadi Party on religion is
clear. There should be no
discussion about it.., but keep
talking about caste census. If
someone is giving such a
statement about religion,
then you (media) don't show
it." Akhilesh Yadav said.

This statement was made
in response to the controversy
surrounding a post by Swami
Prasad Maurya, made on
November 13, where the
Samajwadi Party leader ques-

tioned the birth of Hindu
goddess Lakshmi and said,
"How can Lakshmi be born
with four hands?

In a post on X, Swami
Prasad Maurya said that
every child born anywhere in
the world has two hands,
two legs, two ears, and two
eyes and if a child with eight
hands, and ten hands has not
been born till now, how can
goddess Lakshmi be born
with four hands? "While wor-

shipping and honouring wife
on the occasion of Deepot-
sav, I say that every child born
in every religion, caste, race,
colour and country of the
whole world has two hands,
two legs, two ears, two eyes
and a nose with two holes.
There is only a head, stom-
ach and back. If a child with
four hands, eight hands, ten
hands, twenty hands and a
thousand hands has not been
born till date, then how can

Lakshmi be born with four
hands?" Swami Prasad said
on X."

After stoking controversy
by making remarks on God-
dess Laxmi, Swami Prasad
Maurya on Monday said that
his comments are of a prac-
tical nature, based on truth,
scientific and not hinged on
someone's imagination.

Speaking to a news agency,
Swami Prasad Maurya said, "I
had not spoken about four
arms alone, I also spoke about
eight arms, ten arms, 1000 arms

- no such child has ever been
born in the country. If it did
happen, I challenge them to
tell me and I will accept it."

"We can make somebody
with 1000 arms or 20 arms or
10 arms on the basis of our
imagination. Imagination is
just imagination. I said what
is practical, based on truth,
scientific and Sanatan too. I
also spoke as per Sanatan
Dharma and I said that peo-
ple must respect their wives
as she is the 'Grih Laxmi' in
the real sense," he added. 
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In a democracy, anyone can do anything. BJP is also making efforts to divide Yadavs. They
can try to divide Yadavs, but it would not help them. BJP will not succeed in its efforts.

BIHAR DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER TEJASHWI YADAV
CLAIMING THAT THE BJP WAS TRYING TO DIVIDE YADAVS, BUT WOULD NOT SUCCEED

BJP�s Raj manifesto pledges slew
of benefits for women, SC/ST

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 16 NOVEMBER

B
JPpresident J  P
Nadda on Thursday
released the party
manifesto for the

upcoming Rajasthan Assem-
bly elections and promised
a strong government, best
infrastructure, safety to
women-Dalit-poor group,
free education to girls, a
bonanza of farmer schemes,
and the Ladli Protsahan
Yojna.

Releasing the ‘sankalp
patra’ at the party office
here, he said the party has
focussed its campaign on
three main planks of devel-
opment : Sabaka Saath, Sabka
Vishwas; empowerment of
poor, SC/Stand women; and
infrastructure development.

Nadda went on to list the
differences between the BJP
and the Congress.

"For the BJP, the manifesto
is a roadmap for the devel-
opment and prosperity of
the state. Sankalp Patra is not

just a few words written on
pages, but we are commit-
ted to fulfilling these sen-
tences. Our history is proof
that we did whatever we said
or promised to the public,”
he said.

“The Congress party in
Rajasthan has become known
for five things in five years.

Number one is corruption, the
disrespect/insult of women
and neglect of farmers. 

This is the state where
the rate of electricity is high-
est and petrol-diesel has the
highest VAT. 

The number of paper leaks
that happened here has bro-
ken all records,” he alleged.

According to the BJP man-
ifesto, wheat produce will be
purchased at Rs 2,700 per
quintal and a bonus will be
given on the minimum sup-
port price (MSP). A com-
mittee will be formed to give
compensation to 19,400 farm-
ers whose land has been
confiscated by the Ashok
Gehlot government due non-
payment of bank loans.

For the safety of women,
'Mahila Thana' will be opened
in every district and Mahila
Police desk in every police sta-
tion, and an anti-romeo force
will be deployed, it said.

“A Special Investigation
Team would be set up to
probe the cases of paper
leak, corruption in Jal Jeevan
Mission, Old Age Pension
scheme, fertilizer scam and
others,” the manifesto stat-
ed.

In the pattern of Madhya
Pradesh's Ladli Laxmi Yojna,
a savings bond of Rs 2 lakh
will be given to every new-
born daughter. 

In this, Rs 6,000 will be

deposited in the account
when the child enters class
6, Rs 8,000 in class 9, Rs
10,000 in class 10, Rs 14,000
in class 12, Rs 50,000 for pro-
fessional studies and after
turning 21 years, Rs 1 lakh will
be deposited in the account.

The saffron party also
promised that Kisan Saman
Nidhi would be raised to
Rs12,000 per annum and
LPG cylinders to deserving
Ujjawala beneficiaries would
be provided at Rs 450. 

In the 80-page BJP man-
ifesto, for women, a 50 per
cent reservation in teacher
recruitment will be given, all
pending vacancies for women
will be filled on priority and
reservation for women in
teacher recruitment will be
increased to 50 per cent.
Monthly pension of widows
and destitute women will
be increased to Rs 1,500 and
will provide opportunities
for four free medical check-
ups every year to poor and
elderly citizens, the manifesto
added.

The manifesto was released by BJP President JP Nadda, which included a bonanza of farmer schemes

Abide by Vienna Convention on
diplomatic ties, India asks Canada 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, 16 NOVEMBER

India on Thursday asked
Canada to respect the Vien-
na Convention on diplomat-
ic relations and provide ade-
quate security to its diplomats
in the wake of reports that
‘Khalistani’ elements tried to
disturb a consular camp
organised by the Indian mis-
sion.

At a media briefing here,
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi, however, stated that
there have been some mis-
leading and inaccurate social
media reports regarding the
incidents in Canada.

"Our High Commission
and consulates in Canada
regularly organise consular
camps. One such camp was
organised near Vancouver
on 12 November to provide
life certificates to pensioners.
The event was held success-
fully despite attempts by a few
radical elements to cause
trouble. Our Consul General
was not present at that site,"
he said.

“We reiterate the need for
nations to respect the Vien-
na Convention on diplomat-
ic relations so that our diplo-

mats can discharge their
diplomatic obligations," he
added.

Speaking on the reports of
an alleged attack on the Indi-
an community during Diwali
celebrations in Canada, the
spokesperson said that the
consulate has not received any
complaint regarding the inci-
dent. “As regards to events that
you alluded to near Bramp-
ton or Mississauga in Diwali.
I think that was more in the
nature of unrest between the
two groups. To be honest, I
don't think there has been any
complaint that our consulate
has received. I saw some
social media reports. We also
understand that the author-
ities there are looking into that
incident, so I don't have any-
thing further to add to that,”
he further said.

These remarks came amid
the ongoing diplomatic row
between New Delhi and
Ottawa which erupted after
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau alleged the
involvement of "agents of the
Indian government" in the
killing of 'Khalistan' sup-
porter Harjeet Singh Nijjar.
New Delhi has rejected the alle-
gation as “absurd and moti-
vated”.

Encounter breaks out in

J&K's Kulgam: An encounter

broke out between terrorists

and security forces at D.H

Pora area in Jammu and Kash-

mir's Kulgam district on

Thursday, police said.

"Encounter has started at

Samno, D.H Pora area of Kul-

gam district. Police and secu-

rity forces are on the job," a

police official said. The fire-

fight started after a joint

team of security forces got

an input about the presence

of terrorists in that area and

cordoned it off. At this, the

terrorists hiding there start-

ed firing, drawing retaliation

by the security forces.

Advisory on breathing issues

in children due to pollution in

Delhi: The increase in air pollu-

tion levels worsens respirato-

ry conditions which can lead

to a surge in asthma and

bronchial issues in children.

This advisory issued by Rain-

bow Children Hospitals aims

to shed light on the issue and

provide essential precautions

and guidance. Dr. Nikita Sab-

herwal, unit head, Rosewalk

Healthcare said, "Children�s

respiratory health is at risk

due to the rise in pollution

level. we should keep children

indoors as much as possible,

use air purifiers, and avoid

sources of smoke and dust."

THUMBNAILS

Nitish threatens to start movement against Centre 
if demand for special status to Bihar is not met
AGENCIES
PATNA, 16  NOVEMBER

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has once again
demanded special status for
his state.

On Thursday,  Nitish
Kumar said that if the Cen-
tre does not give special sta-
tus to Bihar, he will start a
movement against the Union
Government.

While addressing a gath-
ering during the Chief Min-
ister entrepreneurship pro-
gramme, organised by the
Commerce and Industry
Department of the Bihar
Government in Patna, he
said, “I always demand spe-
cial status for Bihar. We are
working hard but the work
will be executed in five years
only based on the state gov-
ernment’s resources. If the
Centre would give us special

status, the same work would
be completed in two years.”

“Bihar will become a front-
line state in the country.
People have to remember that
democracy began in Bihar
and still this state is backward. 

Hence,  I  am always
appealing to the Centre to give
special status to Bihar so
that it will become a devel-

oped state of the country,”
Kumar said.

“If the Centre does not give
special status to Bihar, we will
start a movement against
them. The people of the cur-
rent ruling government do
not work for the country. They
do not prepare any policy.
They only tease the people
of the country,” he said.

�Samajwadi Party wants no discussion on religion�
After stoking controversy by making remarks
on Goddess Laxmi, Swami Prasad Maurya on
Monday said that his comments are of a practi-
cal nature, based on truth, scientific and not
hinged on someone's imagination.

Uddhav Thackeray demands EC action against
Modi, Shah for seeking votes on religious lines

Bitterness between Nehru-Gandhi family, Scindia sparked off by �Operation
Lotus� in 2020 touches new heights by end of 2023 MP election campaign
AGENCIES
BHOPAL, 16 NOVEMBER

The bitterness between the
Nehru-Gandhi clan and
Gwalior’s erstwhile royal fam-
ily that sprung up three-and-
a-half-years ago after Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
toppled the Congress Gov-
ernment in Madhya Pradesh
in March 2020, has increased
exponentially.

This was quite evident
during the recent campaigns
held in the run up to the
November 17 Assembly elec-
tions in the state.

Following ‘Operation
Lotus’ in 2020, both the fam-
ilies attacked each other polit-
ically but maintained the dig-
nity of the age-old relation-
ship between their families that
went back to a few generations.

However, by the end of the

campaign for the 2023 elec-
tion, things took a turn for the
worse and it became a no-
holds-barred campaign.

Even though the Congress
called Jyotiraditya Scindia
‘traitor’ soon after he shifted
to the BJP, and his two former
party colleagues – MPCC
head Kamal Nath and Rajya
Sabha MP Digvijya Singh
called him ‘bikau’ there was

not much of an exchange
after that.

However, Priyanka Gand-
hi’s attack on the erstwhile
royal family on the last day of
campaigning in the Gwalior-
Chambal region which is a
Scindia bastion, made the
Union Minister so furious
and he went on to attack all
four generations of the Nehru-
Gandhi family.

After Priyanka’s sarcastic
remarks like, "Unhone apne
pariwar ki parampara achhe
se nibhai hai. (He is living up
to the traditions of his fami-
ly)" and "Scindia ji height me
thoda kam rah gaye, lekin
ghamand bahut bada hai unka
(Scindia is a man of short
height and high arrogance),"
Scindia hit back at the Gand-
hi family with a long post on
his social media account.

Scindia called Priyanka
Gandhi a “part-time politician”
and said he does not expect
her to have the ability to
understand the difference
between “these two tradi-
tions.” Through his post,
Scindia said his ancestors
had fought against the Afghans,
the Mughals, the British and
had sacrificed their lives to pro-
tect the country.

He then attacked the
Nehru-Gandhi family say-

ing, “Who protected India
from China? Forget about
doing so, Indian land was
given to them as a gift. The
second generation of which
family imposed ‘Emergency’
in its greed for power? And
even today, the present gen-
eration of which family is
defaming the country by
going to foreign forums?
Before measuring capability
with height, please take a
look in the mirror yourself. The
Scindia family has repeatedly
changed the rule of corrupt
and promise-breaking peo-
ple, and the people of Mad-
hya Pradesh are going to
reject you again,” Scinida’s
social media post read.

Scindia made this lengthy
post on his social media account
to counter Priyanka’s remarks
on him and the erstwhile royal
family during a poll rally in Datia
on Wednesday.

UP polls:BJP waiting for results
before effecting changes 
AGENCIES
LUCKNOW, 16 NOVEMBER

The BJP is anxiously wait-
ing for the results of the
Assembly polls in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh and Telangana before
it executes changes in its
party organisation and
Council of Ministers in Uttar
Pradesh.

The BJP wants to see
how much impact caste
e q u a t i o n s  h a v e  i n  t h e
Assembly elections and this
will decide the extent to
which the party will stretch
its OBC plank.

Party sources said that
the BJP wanted to sharpen
its focus on Backward Class
consolidation by accom-
modating some of the key
OBC leaders, including SBSP
chief OP Rajbhar and SP
turncoat Dara Singh
Chauhan, a Nonia OBC, in the
state Cabinet.

The move, however, is
being scrutinised and dis-

cussed threadbare between
the BJP’s central leadership
and UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath who holds the
authority to decide the Cab-
inet rejig.

Some of the top party
leaders were averse to the idea
of propping Chauhan and
Rajbhar, given their history
of crossing over to opposing
sides.

Sources said that Yogi felt
that the Hindutva card would
play a greater role in deter-
mining the outcome of the
Lok Sabha elections and the
party would do better to
avoid playing the caste card
with a vengeance.

“It would be beneficial to
continue with the ‘Hindu
First’ card for the general elec-
tion,” the source said.

UP BJP chief, Bhupen-
dra Chaudhary could not be
contacted but spokesper-
son Anand Dubey said the
party knows how to respect
leaders of all communities
and take them along.
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