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the Company has published advertisement for 65th Annual General Meeting to be held
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GLOBAL
WEATHER

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

WEDNESDAY  02�09�2020

200 mn
Pop star Ariana Grande has become the first woman 
to have 200 million followers on Instagram

Beijing 29 18 SNY
Colombo 28 24 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 LC
Dubai 41 30 SNY
Houston 36 25 SNY
Istanbul 32 21 SNY
London 19 15 LC

Los Angeles 25 16      SNY
Melbourne 20 11 LC
Moscow 21 11 LC
New York 25 22 LR
Singapore 31 25 TDS
Toronto 27 19 LR 
Washington 29 24 LC

WASHINGTON 

A US President Donald Trump 
is diving head-first into the lat-
est eruption in the nation’s 
reckoning over racial injustice 
with a trip Tuesday to Keno-
sha, Wisconsin, over the objec-
tions of  local leaders.

The city has been riven by 
protests since the Aug. 23 
shooting  of  Jacob Blake, a 
Black man hit seven times in 
the back by police. On the eve 
of  his visit, Trump defended a 
teenage supporter accused of  
fatally shooting two men in 
Kenosha last week and ac-
cused Democrat Joe Biden of  
siding with “anarchists” and 
“rioters” in the unrest. 

Wisconsin’s Democratic gov-
ernor, Tony Evers, who de-
ployed the National Guard to 
quell demonstrations in re-
sponse to the Blake shooting, 
pleaded with Trump to stay 
away for fear of  straining ten-
sions further. The White House 
said the president was expect-
ed to meet with law enforce-
ment and tour “property af-
fected by recent riots.”

“I am concerned your pres-
ence will only hinder our heal-
ing,” Evers wrote in a letter to 
Trump. “I am concerned your 
presence will only delay our 
work to overcome division and 
move forward together.”

Trump, claiming the mantle 
of  the “law and order” candi-

date, is offering himself  as the 
leader best positioned to keep 
Americans safe. Biden, in 
turn, has assailed him over the 
deadly protests that have 
sprung up on his watch.

Trump insisted his appear-
ance in Kenosha could “in-
crease enthusiasm” in Wiscon-
sin, perhaps the most hotly 
contested battleground 
state in the presiden-
tial race, as the White 
House said he “wants 
to visit hurting Ameri-
cans.” He was expected 
to take credit 
for calling in 
the National 
Guard — an 
act taken by 

Evers — and for surging fed-
eral law enforcement to the 
city to restore the peace. The 
White House said Trump was 
not going to meet with Blake’s 
family.

“I am a tremendous fan of  
law enforcement and I want to 
thank law enforcement,” 

Trump told Fox News in an 
interview Monday night. 
“They’ve done a good 
job.”Trump suggested 
that some police officers 
“choke” when faced 
with challenging situa-

tions and com-
pared them to 
g o l f e r s  w h o 

“miss a 3-foot 
putt.” 

Biden, in his most direct at-
tacks yet, accused Trump ear-
lier on Monday of  causing the 
divisions that have ignited the 
violence. He delivered an un-
characteristically blistering 
speech in Pittsburgh and dis-
tanced himself  from radical 
f o r c e s  i n v o l v e d  i n 
altercations.

Biden said of  Trump: “He 
doesn’t want to shed light, he 
wants to generate heat, and 
he’s stoking violence in our 
cities. He can’t stop the vio-
lence because for years he’s fo-
mented it.”

Trump, for his part, reiter-
ated that he blames radical 
troublemakers stirred up and 
backed by Biden. AP

Trump in Kenosha as racial tensions simmer
Visit to embattled city in key electoral state comes as president and Biden face off over who can best keep US safe

BEIJING

THE Chinese government has 
complicated the US-govern-
ment-ordered sale of  US Tik-
Tok assets by introducing ex-
port curbs on AI technology. 
This has made the founder of  
TikTok’s parent firm ByteD-
ance reconsider his options, 
Bloomberg reported on Tues-
day, citing unnamed people in 
knowledge of  the deal.

The company is wondering if  
it’s even possible to come up a 
deal agreement that finds ap-
proval with both governments 
as well as investors and an ac-
quirer. Microsoft and Oracle 
are in talks to buy TikTok.

“Beijing’s last-minute entry 
into the process raises the odds 
that [ByteDance founder] 
Zhang will hold on to the US op-
eration beyond the stated 
American deadlines or even 
back out of  a deal altogether,” 
Bloomberg said in its report.

Rebecca Fannin, author of  
Tech Titans of  China, told the 
news agency: “I’m not sure 
price matters as much as pride. 
From the start, Zhang wanted 
to build a global company. With-
out the US market, he can’t ful-
fill those ambitions. He may 
just decide not to do the deal at 
all.”

The Trump administration 
has threatened to ban TikTok 
by mid-Sep and ordered ByteD-
ance to sell its US business, 
claiming national-security 
r i s k s  d u e  t o  C h i n e s e 
ownership. 

SYDNEY

FACEBOOK threatened on 
Tuesday to block users and 
media organisations in Aus-
tralia from sharing news sto-
ries in an escalating challenge 
to government plans to force 
digital giants to pay for 
content.

Australians would be 
stopped from posting local 
and international articles on 
Facebook and Instagram, the 
company said, claiming the 
move was “not our first 
choice” but the “only way to 
protect against an outcome 
that defies logic”.

Government officials quick-
ly shot back, with Treasurer 
Josh Frydenberg rejecting 

what he called “coercion or 
heavy-handed threats” from 
the social media giant.

Rod Sims, head of  the Aus-
tralian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission (ACCC), 
which drew up the draft law, 
called the threat “ill-
t i m e d  a n d 
misconceived”.

In one of  the most 
aggressive moves by 
any government to 
curb the power of  US 
digital giants, Canberra 
has drawn up legislation to 
force Facebook and Google to 
pay struggling local news or-
ganisations for content or face 
millions of  dollars in fines.

The measures would also 
force transparency around 

the closely guarded algo-
rithms that tech firms use to 
rank content.

Facebook Australia and 
New Zealand managing direc-
tor Will Easton said the pro-
posed overhaul “misunder-

stands the dynamics of  
the internet and will do 
damage to the very 
news organisations 
the government is try-
ing to protect”.

“Most perplexing, it 
would force Facebook to 

pay news organisations for 
content that the publishers 
voluntarily place on our plat-
forms and at a price that ig-
nores the financial value we 
bring publishers,” he said in a 
statement. AFP

Dating apps banned
Pakistan on Tuesday 
blocked access to Tinder 
and several other dating 
apps in a bid to control 
“immoral” and “indecent” 
content, just days after 
regulators threatened to 
shut down YouTube for 
similar reasons. The 
Pakistan 
Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) said it had 
barred users from accessing 
Tinder, Grindr, SayHi, 
Tagged and Skout after the 
social networking apps 
failed to “moderate... 
content in accordance” with 
Pakistan’s laws.

‘Sharif must return’
The Islamabad High Court 
on Tuesday warned the 
country’s former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif to 
return home by Sept. 1

Finance minister quits 
1 month into the job

Thailand’s finance minister 
resigned unexpectedly after 

less than a month in the job, 
in which he was responsible 

for helping restore the 
economy. The Royal Gazette 

said in a three-line 
announcement that Prime 

Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha 
had accepted the resignation 

of Predee Daochai. Thai media 
reported earlier without citing 

a source that Predee, 61, had 
resigned for health reasons, 

but no officials were willing to 
publicly comment. Predee, 

who was chairman of the Thai 
Bankers’ Association ahead of 
his Cabinet appointment, had 

resigned his job as 
co-president of Thailand’s 

Kasikorn Bank before joining 
the government. 

62,000 workers yet to be 
tested for Covid-19
A total of 62,000 workers in 
Singapore, mostly foreigners 
employed in labour-intensive 
industries, have yet to be 
scheduled for their mandatory 
rostered routine testing for 
Covid-19 ahead of the screening 
deadline on Saturday, 
authorities warned on Tuesday. 
Those who fail to do so will not 
be able to return to work. 

A S I A  M AT T E R S

SINGAPORE

THAILANDPAKISTAN

Black ex-franchisee owners sue McDonald’s for bias
More than 50 Black former McDonald’s franchise owners are suing the 
burger chain, saying the company steered them to less-profitable 
restaurants and didn’t give them the same support and opportunities 
given white franchisees. The 52 plaintiffs, who owned around 200 U.S. 
stores before being forced to sell them over the last decade, are seeking 
compensation of $4 million to $5 million per store, as per the lawsuit.

Zhang Yiming’s company is the parent 
of hit app TikTok |  AP

Maverick 
founder of 
ByteDance 
may nix deal

Facebook threatens to block 
news distribution in Australia

Don goes dark in TV ad battle
Donald Trump has pulled most of his advertising from TV over the past week, 

ceding the airwaves to rival Joe Biden

POLITICAL AD 
BUYS THIS WEEK

$18.3 mn
Joe Biden

$1.6 mn
Donald Trump

Vs

WHY DOES THIS MATTER
It is unusual for a White House contender 
to go mostly dark on TV the week after 
their presidential convention

2 months
The election is just over two months away 
and voting will start in Sep in some states. 
In Aug, Biden doubled what Trump spent, 
dropping about $80 mn in key states 

PARIS

FRENCH satirical weekly 
Charlie Hebdo, the target of  a 
massacre by Islamist gunmen 
in 2015, said on Tuesday it 
was republishing hugely con-
troversial cartoons of  the 
Prophet Mohammed to mark 
this week’s start of  the trial 
of  alleged accomplices to the 
attack.

“We will never lie down. We 
will never give up,” director 
Laurent “Riss” Sourisseau 
wrote in an editorial to go 
with the cartoons in the latest 
edition. “The hatred that 
struck us is still there and, 
since 2015, it has taken the 
time to mutate, to change its 
appearance, to go unnoticed 
and to quietly continue its 
ruthless crusade.”

Twelve people, including 
some of  France’s most cele-
brated cartoonists, were 
killed on January 7, 2015, 
when brothers Said and Cher-
if  Kouachi went on a gun 
rampage at the paper’s offices 
in Paris. The perpetrators 

were killed in the wake of  the 
massacre but 14 alleged ac-
complices in the attacks, 
which also targeted a Jewish 
supermarket, will go on trial 
in Paris on Wednesday.

The latest Charlie Hebdo 
cover shows a dozen cartoons 
first published by the Danish 
daily Jyllands-Posten in 2005 
-- and then reprinted by the 

French weekly in 2006, un-
leashing a storm of  anger 
across the Muslim world.

In the centre of  the cover is 
a cartoon of  the prophet 
drawn by cartoonist Jean 
Cabut, known as Cabu, who 
lost his life in the massacre. 
“All of  this, just for that,” the 
front-page headline says. 
 AFP

France’s Charlie Hebdo republishes 
Mohammed caricatures prior to trial

In this Jan 7, 2015 file photo, an injured person is transported to an ambulance after a 
shooting at the French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo’s office in Paris |  AP

EXPRESS READ
Argentina reaches deal to 

avoid debt default
Buenos Aires: Argentina said private creditors have 

“massively” accepted an offer to restructure $65 billion 
in debt, allowing it to avoid another default and messy 

legal battle in international courts. Economy Minister 
Martín Guzmán said 93.55% of the bondholders 

accepted the offer and the country will save $37.7 
billion over 10 years. “The offer had a massive 

acceptance by our creditors as a result of the dialogue 
process,” Guzmán said.

DHAKA

BANGLADESH’S crucial tex-
tile industry saw a sharp re-
bound from the coronavirus 
crisis in August, with exports
surging nearly 50% as factories 
swung into full gear to meet or-
ders from global retailers.

Shipments of  ready-made 
clothes hit $3.3 billion, up from 

$2.3 billion a year earlier, the 
Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Associa-
tion (BGMEA) said.

The garment industry is the 
cornerstone of  the economy in 
Bangladesh, the world’s second 
largest exporter of  the goods 
after China.

The reinstatement of  can-
celled orders from retail titans 

including H&M, Primark and 
Walmart has revived the indus-
try even though Bangladesh is
still suffering from the pan-
demic, BGMEA spokesman 
Khan Monirul Alam Shuvo told 
AFP.

Some companies say they are 
now looking for thousands of  
workers to cope with new or-
ders. AFP

BANGLADESH GARMENT EXPORTS ON THE UPSWING

NAIROBI

THE oil industry has asked the 
United States to pressure Kenya to 
change its world-leading stance 
against the plastic waste that lit-
ters Africa, according to environ-
mentalists who fear the continent 
will be used as a dumping ground.

The request from the American 
Chemistry Council, whose mem-
bers include major oil companies, 
to the Office of  the United States 
Trade Representative came as the 
US and Kenya negotiate what 
would be the first US bilateral 
trade deal with a country in sub-
Saharan Africa.

That deal is expected to be a 
model for others in Africa, and its 
importance helped lead to Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta’s 
White House visit with President 
Donald Trump this year .

Kenya three years ago imposed 
what was praised as the world’s 
strictest ban on the use, manufac-
turing and import of  plastic bags, 
part of  growing efforts around the 
world to limit a major source of  
plastic waste.  AP

Oil industry 
planning to flood 
Africa with plastic

LOBBYING

Walmart launches its answer 
to Amazon Prime
New York: Walmart is launching a new 
membership service that it hopes can compete 
with Amazon Prime. Called Walmart+, it will 
cost $98 a year, or $12.95 a month, and give 
members same-day delivery on 1,60,000 items, 
a fuel discount at certain gas stations and a 
chance to check out at Walmart stores without 
having to wait at a register. Walmart has a long 
way to go to catch up with Prime. 
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