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Sixth Oscar win for DNEG with ‘TENET’ 
~ Latest honour is fifth Academy Award in the last seven years for 

visual effects leader ~ 
 

LONDON, APRIL 26, 2021: Acclaimed global visual effects (VFX) and animation company DNEG 
was recognised at the 93rd Academy Awards last night with the Oscar for ‘Best Visual Effects’ for 
its work on ‘TENET’, directed by long-term collaborator Christopher Nolan. 

  
DNEG’s VFX team, led by Overall VFX Supervisor Andrew Jackson and DNEG VFX Supervisor 
Andrew Lockley, helped to deliver highly-complex sequences to convey the film’s concepts of 
reverse entropy and time inversion, collaborating closely with the special effects team to create a 
seamless world for the characters to inhabit. 
  
Jackson consulted with world-renowned physicist and Nobel prize winner Kip Thorne, whom the 
team had worked alongside previously for Nolan’s ‘Interstellar’, to ensure the film was grounded 
in scientific theory. This work enabled the team to shoot sequences that depicted the movement 
of objects through an inverted timeline - a solution that required an unprecedented level of pre-
production VFX input to reduce the amount of VFX required in post-production. 
  
This is the fifth Academy Award win for DNEG in the last seven years, and its sixth win in total; 
the company has previously been recognised by the Academy for its work on ‘First Man’, ‘Blade 
Runner 2049’, ‘Ex Machina’, ‘Interstellar’ and ‘Inception’. It follows the team’s BAFTA win for 
‘TENET’ earlier this month. 
  
Andrew Jackson commented: “It is an absolute honour to be recognised for the work on ‘TENET’. 
This award is for all the talented people who contributed to the effects in this film and that includes 
people not just from VFX and SFX but also from Stunts and the Art Department. I’d like to say a 
special thank you to all the teams who made the transition to working from home so easy and 
who continued to deliver such outstanding work on this remarkable film. This has been an 
extraordinary year and it is so good that the work has been recognised by the Academy, especially 
as this film was able to secure a rare theatrical release during these very difficult times.” 
  
DNEG CEO, Namit Malhotra, said: ““Working with visionary filmmakers like Christopher Nolan 
elevates the work of every single department involved in the filmmaking process. That Chris and 
Warner Bros. have put their faith in our teams once again, to design the visual effects sequences 
for ‘TENET’, is an honour and a privilege. This award is testament to the creativity, dedication and 
hard work of our teams, and to the leadership of Andrew Jackson, Andrew Lockley, David Lee 
and Scott Fisher. Following the BAFTA win earlier this month, I am incredibly proud that the team’s 
achievements have once again been recognised by our peers.” 
  



 

 

DNEG VFX Supervisor Andrew Lockley added: “I feel very honoured and lucky to be receiving 
this award on behalf of the huge team of people that were behind the making of this movie. On 
this film more than most it has truly been a collaboration between many departments - special 
effects, visual effects and stunts - that have enabled us to pull off some genuinely unique movie 
moments. Thanks to everyone involved in making this possible and to Chris and Emma for giving 
us the opportunity to be involved in another of their adventures!” 
  
The Academy Awards recognise artistic and technical merit in the film industry. Held annually by 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), the awards celebrate excellence in 
cinematic achievements, as assessed by the Academy's voting membership. 
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About DNEG 

  

We are DNEG, one of the world's leading visual effects and animation companies for feature film and 

television, with studios in London, Vancouver, Mumbai, Los Angeles, Chennai, Montréal, and Chandigarh. 

  

Since the opening of our first studio in London in 1998, we've always focused on building close working 

relationships with filmmakers. We thrive on collaboration and the creative energy this provides, and we are 

dedicated to delivering excellence on every project we are involved with. 

  

We’ve brought home the Oscar for ‘Best Visual Effects’ six times in total, including five of the last seven 

awards, as well as six BAFTA Awards, two Emmy Awards and eleven Visual Effects Society Awards for 

our visual effects work on shows like ‘TENET’, ‘First Man’, ‘Chernobyl’, ‘Blade Runner 2049’, ‘Dunkirk’, ‘Ex 

Machina’, ‘Interstellar’, ‘Inception’ and ‘Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows Pt 2’. 

  

Projects currently in production at DNEG include movies such as: ‘The Matrix 4’, ‘Dune’, ‘Uncharted’ and 

‘F9: The Fast Saga’; and TV shows such as ‘Jupiter’s Legacy’ and ‘The Wheel of Time’. DNEG Feature 

Animation’s projects include ‘Ron’s Gone Wrong’ (Disney) and ‘Under The Boardwalk’ (Paramount), and a 

brand-new animated adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic American novel ‘The Great Gatsby’ with 

Oscar-winning director William Joyce. 

  

For more details, visit: 

  

www.dneg.com 

 



 

 

About Prime Focus Limited 

Prime Focus Limited (PFL), the world’s largest independent integrated media services powerhouse, 

employs over 9,000 professionals in 16 cities across 4 continents and 7-time zones. We provide end-to-

end creative services through our subsidiary DNEG (visual effects, stereo 3D conversion and animation), 

technology products & services (CLEAR™ Media ERP Suite and Cloud-enabled media services), 

production services (equipment rental) and post-production services (Digital Intermediate and picture post) 

to the Media & Entertainment industry. 

Listed on the BSE and NSE of India and recognized on the Fortune India ‘Next 500’ list, Prime Focus has 

operations in Abu Dhabi, Bangalore, Cape Town, Chandigarh, Delhi, Hyderabad, Johannesburg, Kolkata, 

London, Los Angeles, Mumbai, Chennai, Montreal, New York, Toronto and Vancouver. 

 

For more details 

www.primefocus.com 

www.primefocusindia.com 

www.dneg.com 

www.primefocustechnologies.com 

 

For any investor relations query please contact: 

Alok Gupta 

Prime Focus Limited  

Phone: +91 8291070073/022 6178 5555 

Email: alok.gupta@primefocus.com 

Note: Certain statements made in the document may be forward-looking statements. Such forward- looking 

statements are subject to certain risks and uncertainties like government actions, economic developments, 

technological risks, and many other factors that could cause our actual results to differ materially from those 

contemplated by the relevant forward-looking statements. Prime Focus Limited will not be in any way 

responsible for any action taken based on such statements and undertakes no obligation to publicly update 

these forward-looking statements to reflect subsequent events or circumstances.  

 

 

 


