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NEW DELHI: Foreign Minister S Jaishankar on Wednesday greet ed
his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif on the eve of the
Islamic Revolution’s anniversary. He tweeted, “Greetings to FM
@JZarif and the Government & people of Iran on the Anniversary

of the Islamic Revolution. Deeply value our close ties. Confident
that our relations will continue to grow." Iranian Revolution refers
to the popular movement in Iran (1979) to overthrow a pro-
western monarchy and establish an Islamic republic. 
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CHHATTISGARH DIARY
13 NAXALS SURRENDER 
IN DANTEWADA

AVDHESH MALLICK / Raipur

Thirteen Maoists, three of whom carried acash
rewards of Rs1 lakh each on their heads, have

surrendered in Dantewada district, police said on
Wednesday. The surrendered ultras who carried a
bounty of Rs1 lakh each included Lakhma Midiyami, the

Maoist Janmilita commander, Bheema alias Kamlu
Karma, president of Maoist DKAMS (Dandakaranya Kisan

Adivasi Majdur Sangh), a frontal organisation of CPI (Maoist)
and Jogi Midiyami, a member of Maoist LGS. According to police,
Mangal Ram Sodhi involved in the attack on the house of
Congress leader Awdhesh Gautam at Nakulnar in 2010 has also
surrendered under the Dantewada police’s special drive ‘Lon
Vrratu’ ('home coming' in local language) launched in June 2020.
So far, 310 Maoists have surrendered in the district. They were
provided with an immediate financial aid of Rs10,000 and will be
rehabilitated in accordance with the policy of the state
government.

Tribal girl sold 7 times: BJP women cell
A girl from Chhattisgarh’s tribal dominated Jashpur district was
sold 7 times before she committed suicide, state BJP State Women
Cell (SWC) said on Wednesday. President of BJP SWC Shalini
Rajput alleged gross injustice happened to the girl as she was
sold 7 times. She was first trafficked to Chhatarpur in Madhya
Pradesh then UP and she eventually committed suicide. Rajput
alleged the state government has become insensitive towards
human trafficking and crime against women. Six months back the
victim girl’s father had complained to police but no action was
taken, she said, ques tioning if the government was sleeping over
it. Meanwhile, speaking to FPJ, Balaji Rao, SP in Jashpur refuted
the allegations of the girl being trafficked 7 times.

Bhima Koregaon: Key evidence was planted?
By relying on the report, Wilson further states that the FSL concludes
that he never opened the planted material on his laptop. 
"Therefore, it is just and necessary, that this court does inquire into the
fraud committed on me in order to frame me and the co-accused with
the aim of keeping us behind bars for an indefinite period of time. The
planting and framing amounts to false prosecution with malice in fact
and in law, as is obvious from the selective prosecution of the accused,
while neglecting to prosecute the real culprits of the violence," the
petition states. Wilson has further claimed that he is being targeted for
his political views through fabricated and false evidence. 
Accordingly, a prayer has been made to appoint an SIT to be headed
either by a retired HC or SC judge along with professionals and
experts on the panel to probe this aspect of the case. 
The matter would be heard in due course.

Twitter yields partly to govt diktat
Mostly, these accounts were alleged to have links to Pakistan and
Khalistan supporters who were spreading misinformation and
provocative content related to farmers' protest.
It is understood that the government has told Twitter in its latest
directive that it must delete 257 handles, and this was non-
negotiable. Sources said the government is not happy with Twitter's
response despite repeated notices to streamline the system.

DESI COUNTER TO TWITTER
Soon after, several other leaders and government departments also
joined Twitter’s ‘desi’ alternative. This, of course, does not mean that
Twitter is likely to be banned in India. It is another matter though that
the platform is proscribed in four countries: China, North Korea,
Turkmenistan and Iran. India is unlikely to have the dubious distinction
of being in such a club.

Thinning of troops at Finger 4, admits China
Though both sides disengaged in the Galwan valley in July, the stand-
off continued at critical points at Pangong and PP17A. In August,
Indian troops gained control of multiple strategic heights in Chushul
sector along the LAC, which changed the overall equation.
According to a media report (ref: India Today), the understanding is
that China will move back to Finger 8 and Indian troops will pull back
to the Dhan Singh Thapa post between Finger 2 and 3. There will be
no patrolling by either side at Finger 4. These sources added that
while marginal thinning of troops has taken place, removal of tanks
and weapons is yet to happen.

Newborns choked for 21 minutes...
Tope said on the fateful day, because of a short circuit, there were
sparks for 12 minutes, culminating in a fire in the ward. However, it
went unnoticed as the two nurses were not present on the job. The
state government has already suspended district civil surgeon Dr
Pramod Khandate, along with the on-duty medical officer of the
hospital, Dr Archana Meshram. Additional Civil Surgeon Dr Sunila Bade
has been transferred to a non-executive post while Paediatrician Dr
Sushil Ambade has been terminated. The Nagpur Divisional
Commissioner Sanjay Kumar, had, in his report, observed that the
hospital administration’s lapses led to the fire which occurred between
1 and 1.30am on January 9. The report had held civil surgeon Khandate
and additional civil surgeon Bade responsible for negligence and the
hospital suffering from lack of maintenance. The report stated that on
duty nurses AmbilDuke and Sathavane were not at their nursing station
at time of the fire. Sister in charge Jyoti Bharaskar, who was suspended,
was held responsible for not ensuring that the nurses were present at
the nursing station. Medical officer Meshram and paediatrician Ambade
have been held responsible for not being present at the SNCU at the
time of the incident though they were on duty there.

Kangana takes a 3600 about-turn
The bench of Justice Chavan had, in an earlier hearing, granted 2 weeks
to the actress to spell out if she would approach BMC. Accordingly, on

Wednesday, when the matter was called out for hear ing, senior counsel
Dr Saraf told the judge his client had decided to withdraw the plea.

A pious movement has been dishonoured: PM
He also underscored that India will emerge as a strong player in a post-
coronavirus world. "The post-COVID world is turning out to be very
different. In such times, remaining isolated from global trends will be
counter-productive. We'll have to emerge as a strong player. That is why,
India is working towards building an Aatmanirbhar Bharat," the prime
minister said. He asserted the farm laws enacted in September are not
binding on farmers but are optional and give them additional choice. He
challenged the farmers to prove to the contrary, if anything has been
snatched from them. He described the continuous ruckus by the
Opposition, while he was replying to the debate in the Lok Sabha, as a
well-thought out strategy to drown his submissions.
As Modi spoke about the laws and the protestors, most Congress MPs
staged a walkout from the Lok Sabha. Unlike his combative speech in
the Rajya Sabha on Monday, Modi kept his cool despite 20 minutes of
din and pandemonium, until it died down, to let him speak without any
further interruptions. He said his government wants to take the nation
forward and cited the decisions taken by it nobody had called for; the
farm laws fell in this category. 
Explaining why his government has been opposed to status quo since
he came to power, Modi said there have been no investments in
agriculture and therefore the urgency to modernise and make farmers
self-dependant. The Prime Minister said 80 to 85 per cent of those
engaged in agriculture are small farmers, whose fragmented holding are
becoming smaller and smaller; he recalled the late Prime Minister
Chaudhury Charan Singh having said that a day will come when the
holdings will be so small that a farmer won’t be able to even turn a
tractor in his field. The PM cited how the number of farm labourers has
gone up from 28 per cent to 55 per cent; their land holdings have
become so small that they are compelled to work in others' fields.

Corona's blow: Maha Govt fiscal deficit to be 6%-7%
Another minister said that the state government, during the current
fiscal, had resorted to overdraft from the RBI. ‘‘However, for Feb and
March, the government will not need the overdraft, as it has made the
necessary provision,’’ he added. However, the government will be
forced to curtail the Rs4.5 lakh crore budget by Rs 1 lakh crore. Between
April 2020 and January 2021, the state's income was only 54 per cent
of its target for 2020-21 and it was 20 per cent lower than its income
for the corresponding period in 2019-20. The state had generated Rs
1.88 lakh crore in revenue till January-end. Pawar, in his annual Budget
for 2020-21, had set a revenue target of Rs 3.47 lakh crore. In 2019-20,
the state had collected Rs 2.37 lakh crore in revenue by the end of
January 2020, which was 75 per cent of the target. The state’s
collection of major taxes is down 53.6 per cent of the target, while non-
tax revenue is 47.3 per cent of the target. Further, the state had received
52 per cent of its target in the share of Central taxes by the end of
January, as against 66 per cent in the corresponding period last year.

Bandra, CSMT restoration projects chugging away
Likewise, CR has received funding for the restoration of CSMT world-class
UNESCO station and its transformation into a world-class museum. For
the conservation of CSMT, senior CR officials said they had received Rs60
lakh in this Budget. They received Rs10 lakh for the first time, to facilitate
the conversion of the existing heritage building into a world-class muse -
um at a cost of Rs 25 crore. “We have carried out major works in the
restoration of this world heritage site during the lockdown, on this Rs51-
crore project,” said a CR official. Sculptors from Rajasthan have been
called in to repair the dilapidated gargoyles, and restoration of certain
granite and marble work is on the agenda. Also on the to-do list is the
cleaning of the dome and its walls, with drones having been deployed to
identify cobwebs and dusty spots. The terminus staircase leads to the
first and second floors, which are a blend of Victorian Gothic Revival and
Indian architecture. The dome has small rectangular green, grey and
sand tiles in a combination. The project has been divided into sub-works,
such as the restoration of the western facade (facing DN Road), the
stained glass work, and the restoration of the sky-lit concourse.
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ARITRA SINGHA
Kolkata

A day before Union Home
Minister Amit Shah is visit-
ing West Bengal’s Coochbe-
har to inaugurate the fourth
‘Parivartan Yatra’, Chief  Mi -
nister Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday alleged the BJP
leaders who are leading the
‘Yatra’ think they are Gods.   
"Everyone knows Rath Ya-
tra is famous for Lord Jagan-
nath. The BJP is dividing
people on religious lines and
they think they are mightier
than Lord Jagannath. They
are spoiling the sanctity of
Rath Yatra,” said Banerjee at
a rally in Raiganj.       
Mamata said in the name of
Rath Yatra, BJP leaders are

roaming in luxury buses and
have set up luxury hotels in-
side those buses. Addressing
another rally in Malda, the
TMC supremo claimed that
the BJP is trying to control
West Bengal from Delhi and

Gujarat but she said that she
won’t let it happen.       
According to poll analysts,
BJP through their 'Parivar-
tan Yatra' can yield good re-
sults in the upcoming poll as
CM Mamata Banerjee is still
a strong face of  West Bengal. 
Mean-
while, the
Calcutta
High Court
on Febru-
ary 9 re-
fused to give
a stay order to BJP’s ‘Pari-
vartan Yatra’, sending a
sense of  relief  to the saffron
camp.    
A division bench of  Jus-
tices Rajesh Bindal and
Aniruddha Ray did not ac-
cept lawyer Ram Prasad

Sarkar’s plea to stay the
‘Rath Yatra’ citing the ongo-
ing pandemic.    
These yatras are scheduled
to touch all 294 Assembly
constituencies across West
Bengal and are likely to cul-
minate in Kolkata where

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
is scheduled to
hold a public
rally in Brigade
Parade ground. 
Notably, simi-

lar Rath Yatras were
planned by the saffron camp
in 2018 ahead of  the parlia-
mentary election in 2019 but
the Mamata Banerjee-led
TMC government didn’t
give permission to the BJP
to hold the yatras.

Didi mocks BJP’s ‘bigger than God’ posture
CM says leaders are just roaming around West Bengal in luxury buses

Panchayat poll 
violence: 20 years on, 
24 jailed for murder

SRAWAN SHUKLA / Lucknow

In a 20-year-old case related
to murder and violence dur-
ing the panchayat poll, a
Behraich court on Wednes-
day sentenced 24 accused to
life imprisonment. Cases
against 6 others, who died
during the trial, were set
aside by the court.
Equipped with firearms,
bombs and other weapons, 30
people had attacked a poll
booth in Hariya Dolkua vil-
lage in UP’s Behraich on
June 14, 2000. They tried to
indulge in bogus voting and
when opposed by supporters
of  other  candidates, they
opened fire, hurled bombs
and looted ballot boxes.
While Ramesh Tiwari died
on the spot, 7 others had re-
ceived gunshot injuries in
the attack. On a complaint by
the deceased’s brother, the
police had registered cases
against 30 accused under IPC
Sections 147, 148, 302/149,
307/149, 323 and 171. After
hearing final arguments, ad-
ditional sessions judge (6th)
Manoj Kumar Mishra-II con-
victed all the 30 accused.SUNNY LEONE GETS RELIEF FROM KERALA HC 

KOCHI: A bench of the Kerala High Court on Wednesday gave relief to Bollywood actor
Sunny Leone and two of her close aides from being arrested on a complaint filed by an event
manager in Kochi in an alleged cheating case. The court asked the Crime Branch wing of the
Kerala Police probing the case not to arrest the three till they are served notices as per the
criminal procedures. Early this month in the state capital, the actress was questioned by the
Kerala Police at a private resort in the same case, where she explained the sequence of ev -

ents and claimed she had done no wrong. R Shiyas who conducts events in Kochi had complained to Kerala
DGP Sunny had taken Rs29 lakh from him, promising to attend inaugural functions but failed to do so.

UP Police gun down
accused for beating
up cop to death

SRAWAN SHUKLA / Lucknow

Within a few hours of  a po-
lice constable beaten to death
by six goons of  a liquor mafia
in Kasganj district on Tues-
day evening, the Uttar
Pradesh Police gunned down
brother of  the main accused
in an encounter in the wee
hours of  Wednesday.
Infuriated over another at-
tack on Khaki by criminals,
the CM has directed to in-
voke NSA against the liquor
mafia and his henchmen.
Yogi Adityanath announced
an ex gratia of  Rs50 lakh to
the family of  the deceased
cop and a government job.
Constable Devedndra Sin -
gh and SI Ashok Pal had gone
to the house of  liquor Moti
Shakya in Nagla Dhimar vil-
lage to serve a legal notice.
They were surrounded by
Moti and his goons who
stripped their uniform and
thrashed them. Later, they
took the cops to jungle where
they killed the constable.
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