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News Brief

Karnataka registers
more recoveries than
new Covid cases

Bengaluru,
Karnataka has regis-

tered 1,947 more recoveries
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than 1,791 new Covid cases
in a day across the southern
state. “With 1,947 dis-
charged on Tuesday, recov-
eries rose to 8,29,188, while
1,791 fresh cases increased
the state’s Covid tally to
8,65,931, including 25,146
active cases,”said the state’s
health bulletin on Wednes-
day. The virus claimed 21
lives, increasing the state’s
death toll to 11,578. Asthe
epicentre of the pandemic,
Bengaluru recorded 933
fresh cases, taking its Covid
tally to 3,59,539, including
17,703 active cases, while
3,37,807 recovered so far,
with 927 in thelast 24 hours.

Remember her as
beloved grandmother:
Rahul’s tribute to
Indira
New Delhi,

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday paid
floral tributes to former
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi on her 103rd birth
anniversary at Shakti Sthal
here and later tweeted
about remembering her as
his beloved grandmother.

“Tributes to an efficient
and embodiment of
strength Prime Minister.The
whole nation still gives ex-
amples of her leadership,
but | remember her as my
beloved grandmother. The
lessons she taught keep in-
spiring me,” he tweeted.

3 booked in UP for
attempted murder
over celebratory
firings
Pratapgarh (UP),

Two cases of attempted
murder have been regis-
tered against three persons
at the Kotwali police station
after two video clips of
celebratory firings went vi-
ral on the social media on
Thursday, police said.

Though its was not clear
where exactly the incidents
took place, the Pratapgarh
police registered two FIRs
under Sections 307 (murder
attempt) and 286 (negligent
conduct concerning explo-
sive substance) of the IPCon
the basis of video evidence.

Pratapgarh SP Anurag
Arya said that police officials
concerned had been in-
structed to ensure the arrest
of all three accused, adding
that they were trying to ob-
tain details on the two inci-
dents.

PM pays tribute to

Indira Gandhi

New Delhi,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi onThursday
paid tribute to former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi on
her 103rd birth anniversary.
“Salutations to former
Minister Indira
Gandhi on her birth anni-
versary,” the Prime Minister
tweeted. India’s first and
only woman Prime Minister,
Indira Gandhi was born on
November 19,1917 in Uttar
Pradesh’s Allahabad, pres-
ently known asa Prayagraj.
She was the daughter of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
country’s first Prime Minis-
ter. She held the office of the
Prime Minister between
1966 and 1977 and again
from January 1980 until her
assassination in 1984.

Salman & family in
isolation as staff
test Covid positive

Mumbai,
Bollywood superstar
Salman Khan and his entire
family have isolated at
home for the next 14 days
after the actors personal
driver and two staff mem-
bers reportedly tested
Covid-19 positive. The staff
members who tested posi-
tive have been admitted to
a hospital in the city and are
undergoing treatment, ac-
cording to an India Today
website report.

Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-380 006. (Gujarat). Editor : Nikunj R.Patel

India carrying out pinpoint strikes on terror launchpads inside PoK

New Delhi,
The Indian  Army
mounted a major retaliation
pounding several Pakistani
positions with anti-tank
guided missiles and artillery
guns
The Indian Army is car-
rying out "pinpoint strikes"
on suspected terror launch-
pads inside Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir in response to
Pakistani military's unrelent-
ing efforts to push maxi-
mum number of terrorists
into India before the onset
of harsh winters, sources in
the security establishment
said on Thursday.The 'deep
state'in Pakistan has tried to
manage a fine balance be-
tween escaping the scrutiny
by global anti-terror watch-
dog FATF and supporting

terror at the same time with
an aim to fuel unrest in
Jammu and Kashmir, they
said. In the last few weeks,
Pakistan Army has been ag-
gressively targeting civilians
on Indian side of the Line of
Control (LoC) by resorting to
indiscriminate firing by
heavy calibre artillery guns
to supportinfiltration of ter-
rorists into Jammu and
Kashmir, they said.This year,
21 innocent civilians have
lost their lives in Pakistani
firing comparedto 18in the
whole of 2019, according to
official data. The sources
said intelligence-based tar-
geted strikes are being con-
ducted by the Indian Army
to neutralise mostly Paki-
stani and foreign terrorists,
and the collateral damage

has been very negligible in
these operations. The new
pattern being followed by
Islamabad in "inciting" un-
rest and arm the youths in
Jammu and Kashmir has
been to avoid any trace of its
involvement in view of the
growing international pres-
sure on it to take action
against terror groups oper-
ating from its soil, they said.
"Pakistan has sought to tar-
get the peaceful villagers
living alongside the Indian
side of the LoC in order to
send a message to the in-
habitants of Kashmiri hin-
terland that to disobey Pa-
kistani diktats and directives
on terrorism will prove le-
thal," said a military source.
Triggering a major flare up,
Pakistan resorted to heavy

Ahmedabad imposes night curfew from
9pm To 6am amid rising Covid- 19 cases

Ahmedabad,

With the number of
coronavirus cases wit-
nessing a surge, the
Ahmedabad administra-
tion has decided to im-
pose night curfew on the
city.The curfew will be im-
posed from 9 pm to 6 am
in the city till further order.
Amid a sudden spike in
new cases during the fes-
tive season, officials said
adequate number of beds
have been made available
for Covid-19 patients in
city hospitals. As many as
40 per cent beds in hospi-
tals are still available for
coronavirus patients, said
Additional Chief Secretary,
Rajiv Kumar Gupta, who
has been appointed of-

ficer on special duty for
Covid-19 in Ahmedabad
city. As per Gupta, out of
7,279 beds made available
for COVID-19 patients in
seven government and 76
designated private hospi-
tals, 2,848 beds, that is 40
per cent, are still available.
These include 2,347 beds
in government hospitals
and 501 beds in desig-
nated private hospitals.

Ahmedabad district in
Gujarat reported 220 new
coronavirus cases on
Wednesday, taking its tally
t0 46,022, the state health
department said.

With five more deaths,
the fatalities in the district
rose to 1,949, the depart-
ment said.

With 221 more recov-
eries, the number of pa-
tients who have been dis-
charged from hospitals
rose to 40,753, it said.

The number of micro
containment areas in the
city also saw a rise with 14
such areas added to the
list,taking the total to 100,
the Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Corporation (AMC)
said. Residential localities
and as well as individual
apartments are desig-
nated as containment ar-
eas after new Covid-19
cases are detected there.
This enable the civic body
to carry out surveillance
and other activities to
contain the spread of
Covid-19.

HAM Party president Jitanram Manjhl taklng oath as pro-tem spéaker of Bihar As-
sembly by Bihar Governor Phagu Chauhan at Raj Bhawan in Patna.

Major terror strike’foiled, security forces gun
down 4 JeM terrorists in Jammus Nagrota

Jammu,

Security forces gunned
down four terrorists in a
swift operation after an en-
counter broke out at Ban
Toll Plaza on Jammu-
Srinagar national highway
near Nagrota in Jammu dis-
trict in the early hours of
Thursday.Two policemen of
the Special Operations
Group were also injured in
the exchange of fire. They
have been identified as
Kuldeep Raj (32) of Akhnoor
in Jammu district and

Mohammad Ishaq Malik

(40) of Neel Qasim Banihal in
Ramban district. Both have
been admitted in Govern-
ment Medical College
(GMCQ) Jammu with neck in-
juries.Their condition is said
to be stable.The encounter
between terrorists and se-
curity forces started around
4.50 am at Ban Toll Plaza on
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway.Inspector-General
of Police, Jammu zone,
Mukesh Singh said that the
truck was ferrying the ter-

Delhi: After a small breather,
air quality returns to “poor”

New Delhi,

After a small breather, Delhi’s air quality again deterio-
rated to the poor category on Thursday.The national capi-
tal woke up to a smoggy morning with the Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) varying between poor to very poor category in
various parts on Thursday. According to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB), the AQIl around IGI Airport (T3),
was at 229 (poor category),at Lodhi Road, it read 181 (mod-
erate category), in RK Puram, the AQI showed 287 (poor
category) while it reached 306 (very poor category) at

Anand Vihar in the morning.

As per the ministry of earth sciences, the overall AQI of
the capital city remained at 249 after declining from 132
recorded in the previous day, the data from System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research (SAFAR)

showed.

An AQI reading between 0 and 50 is considered “good
51 and 100 “satisfactory’; 101 and 200 “moderate; 201 and
300 “poor’ 301 and 400 “very poor’, and 401 and 500 “se-
vere” Ministry officials forecast the air quality to deterio-
rate further by the end of the day as stubble burning share
in the PM 2.5 is likely to increase to 24% against the 8%

reported yesterday.

rorists to Kash

“It was put to checking
by the policemen at the toll
plaza because we had intel-
ligence inputs with us,”
Singh said. He further said,
“in the exchange of fire four
terrorists were eliminated
and two constables were
injured. Terrorists lobbed
grenades on security forces
during checking. The truck
also caught fire and few gre-
nades also exploded inside
it during the exchanges”

“The area is now being
sanitised”he added.The IGP
informed that in the run-up
to the DDC elections, secu-
rity forces were getting in-
telligence.

shelling in several areas
along the LoCin north Kash-
mir on Friday killing five se-
curity personnel apart from
atleast four civilians.The In-
dian Army mounted a ma-
jor retaliation pounding
several Pakistani positions
with anti-tank guided mis-
siles and artillery guns in
which at least eight Paki-
stani soldiers were killed
and 12 others injured."Paki-
stan Army's actions to exclu-
sively target civilians are
countered by Indian Army's
pinpoint strikes on sus-
pected launchpads inside
Pakistan-Occupied-Kash-
mir," the source said,adding
deaths of terrorists in the
area are shown as civilian
deaths by Pakistan in order
to garner sympathy and aid
from foreign donors. Paki-
stani military has also been
resorting to firing at Indian
Army posts along the LoC
with heavy calibre weapons,
the sources said. This year
eight infiltration bids were
foiled and 14 terrorists have

been neutralised along the
LoC, according to official
data.The sources said Paki-
stan has been strongly
guarding the location of ter-
rorist training camps follow-
ing India's Balakot air strikes
last year. Indian war planes
pounded a Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorist train-
ing camp deep inside Paki-
stan on February 26 last year
in response to Pulwama ter-

ror attack in which 40 CRPF
soldiers were killed. The In-
dian action reflected a doc-
trinal change in the
country's approach in tack-
ling cross border terrorism.
The sources said Pakistan's
efforts to incite violence in-
side Kashmir valley and dis-
rupt the lives of common
citizens have proved "futile"
as an increasing number of
youths have surrendered to

join the mainstream. "In-
creasing number of mis-
guided youth who were
lured by the false narratives
from Pakistan and joined
terrorist tanzeems are sur-
rendering to the security
forces after concerted ef-
forts were made to reach
out to them through their
parents, friends and rela-
tives," according to a secu-
rity official.

IG Jammu Mukesh Singh flanked by senior officers of CRPF and others address-
ing a press conference related to encounter in Jammu.

All-party meet: Cong, BJP accuse Delhi
ose re-lockdown

ployment for millions op elhi.Had the Delhigovern-

govt of i

New Delhi,

The all-party meeting
convened on Thursday by
the Delhi government to
prevent the spread of
Coronavirus erupted in a
war of words with the Con-
gress and the BJP accusing
the Delhi government of
negligence and inaction.

The meeting was at-
tended by Delhi’s Chief Min-
ister, Deputy Chief minister
and health minister, besides
BJP state president Aadesh
Gupta and Delhi Pradesh
Congress president Anil
Chaudhary.

In the meeting, the Con-
gress vehemently opposed
the re-closure of Delhi’s
markets. According to the
Congress, itis not correctto
close the markets for an-
other lockdown. This will
also create a crisis of em-

inaction, o

people besides the losses to
the business community.
Delhi BJP state presi-
dent Adesh Gupta said,“Af-
ter eight months,you've re-
membered to convene an
all-party meeting.The Delhi
government could notdo a
number of things it was
supposed to do during the
pandemic.This was clear in
the pace at which the num-
ber of ICU beds were in-
creased and testing done.
The health department of
the government could not
do contact tracing atall.The
people who are living in
home-isolation did not get
adequate facilities. You
spent Rs 125 crores on ad-
vertisements in six months,
butyou did notincrease the
number of ICU beds.You did
not increase ventilators in

ment taken timely steps, so
many deaths from Coronain
Delhi could have been pre-
vented.”

Anil Chaudhary added,
“Chhat is a great festival of
faith for the people of
Purvanchal.Delhi needs the
blessings of the Chhat God-
dess at the time of infection.
| urge the Delhi government
to put a review petition in
the High Court keeping in
view the religious senti-
ments of people and allow
them to celebrate the festi-
val on the ghaats.”

BJP MP from Delhi and
former state president
ManojTiwari said,"The Delhi
government is showing
double standards on Co-
rona.” Responding to the
Opposition’s charges, Sanjay
Singh, AAP’s Rajya Sabha

MP from Delhi said, “What-
ever the government is do-
ingin Delhiis being donein
accordance with the guide-
lines set by the central gov-
ernment.”

Through the meeting,
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal told all political par-
ties that there is no proposal
to close any market in Delhi
at present. Nor is the gov-
ernment going for a re-
lockdown.Before taking any
such steps market associa-
tions and shopkeepers will
be will be taken into confi-
dence.At the same time, the
chief minister admitted that
there is a shortage of ICU
beds in Delhi which is being
addressed in tandem with
various agencies. Kejriwal
appealed to all opposition
parties not to do politics
over Covid.

Amol Parashar: A well-told
story can be a great escape

By Siddhi Jain
New Delhi, Nov

Actor Amol Parashar,
whose work spans theatre,
web, cinema and even au-
dio, says that a well-told
story can be a great escape,
and transport you to a dif-
ferent world altogether.

The'Dolly Kitty AurWoh
Chamakte Sitare’ actor re-
cently lent his voice to
Sleep Stories by Mindhouse
- a meditation-based men-
tal wellness company.Posi-
tioned as bedtime stories
for adults, the collection
spans a healthy mix of
genres, including classic
folk tales reimagined, na-
ture visualizations, and a
few original fiction stories,
giving users a wide and var-
ied set of tales to choose
from Rahul Bose, Konkona
Sen Sharma, and Amol
Parashar.

An IANSIife chat with
him: The lockdown was a
particularly shaky time for
usually scheduled lives, in-
cluding sleep issues. Did
you have a similar experi-
ence?

Amol: The early days of
lockdown were definitely a
bit hard to navigate. But |

Man involved in Delhi jewellery
shop heist held after shootout

New Delhi,
A man wanted in con-
nection with a jewellery
shop heist in Delhi’s Tilak
Nagar in July was arrested
by Delhi Police Special Cell
after a brief exchange of
fire on National Highway-
24, police said onThursday.
Accused Nadeem sus-
tained a bullet injury in his
legin the shootout. A semi-
automatic pistol of .32
bore along six cartridges
was seized from him.
“Nadeem was appre-
hended near Gazipur
Chowk on NH-24 around
11.40 pm on Wednesday.

Nadeem was injured in the
right leg in retaliatory fir-
ing by police and rushed to
the Lal Bahadur Shastri
Hospital,”said PS Kushwah,
DCP, Special cell.

Nadeem had shot at
the jeweller in Tilak Nagar,
and subsequently fired at
Central District police
team led by a DCP in
Ranjeet Nagar area on July
27 evening.

Though police chased
the escaping robbers and
captured Shehzad, Anas,
and Shankar after an ex-
change of fire, Nadeem
had then fled the spot.

was very busy just before
that, so it was nice to get a
bit of a break, and have
some time to myself. Hav-
ing said that, | know a lot of
people have gone through
tremendous stress through
this period, soit’s nice to be
able to contribute towards
helping them sleep better
with the Mindhouse Sleep
Stories. They were great fun
to work on! I worked on a
couple of nature visualiza-
tions, one original fiction
story, plus a retelling of
Hansel & Gretel. Since the
stories are meant to help
people sleep and feel
calmer, | just tried to be as
soothing as | possibly could
with my delivery. I'd urge
everybody to download
the Mindhouse app and
check them out, and hope
the stories help them sleep
better! You work closely
with stories. What do you
think is the effect of good
storytelling on listeners/
viewers? Amol: | think a
well-told story can be a
great escape,and transport
you to a different world al-
together. Storytelling is an
art,and you can always tell
when it’s done right.

7 new BJP Gujarat MLAs take oath

Gandhinagar,

Seven of the eight newly-elected Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) members of the Gujarat Assembly took oath
on Thursday, the auspicious day of ‘Labha Pancham’ One
BJP MLA Akshay Patel was not present at the swearing-in

ceremony.

The by-elections were necessitated due to eight Con-
gress MLAs resigning from the Assembly.

The seven members who took oath are Pradyumansinh
Jadeja from Abdasa, Vijay Patel from Dangs, JV Kakadiya
from Dhari, Atmaram Parmar from Gadhada, Jeetu
Chaudhari from Kaprada, Kiritsinh Rana from Limbdi and

Brijesh Merja from Morbi.

Brijesh Merja from Morbi took oath in English while all

the rest took oath in Gujarati.

Akshay Patel from Karjan constituency was absent cit-
ing some personal reasons. He would be taking oath later.
According to sources, he was on his way to Gandhinagar.

The swearing-in ceremony was held in the Gujarat state
assembly building in the presence of Assembly Speaker

Rajendra Trivedi.

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani, Deputy Chief Min-

ister Nitin Patel,

Parliamentary Affairs Minister

Bhupendrasinh Chudasama, Minister Pradeepsinh Jadeja
and BJP whip Pankaj Desai were also present at the swear-
ing-in ceremony along with other senior Cabinet minis-

ters and party members.

Due to the Covid-19 guidelines, only a limited number

of persons were allowed
at the ceremony.

In the recently held by-elections on November 3, the
BJP won all the eight seats with a significant margin over
its rival Congress’ candidates except the Morbi constitu-

ency.

The by-elections were necessitated as eight of the Con-
gress legislators had resigned, of which five had recently
joined the BJP.The legislators had quit ahead of the Rajya
Sabha elections held on four seats, indirectly helping
Narhari Amin, the third candidate from the BJP, to gain en-

try into the Upper House.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurating Land Management System software
of MoD, in presence of Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat, Army Chief Gen-
eral MM Naravane and Defence Secretary Dr. Ajay Kumar,in New Delhi.
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Papa don't
leave

Paternity leave is an idea whose time
has come, for both Indian men and

That skipper Virat Kohli asked for, and was
granted, paternity leave in the middle of a competi-
tive Test series against Australia is a sign of a quiet
tide in the affairs of Indian men.Only four years ago,
Maneka Gandhi, then women and child develop-
ment minister, had scoffed at the idea of legislating
for paternity leave in the organised sector because
she was convinced that Indian men would turn “it
into a holiday”The scepticism stemmed from com-
mon sense and overwhelming evidence:Indian men
are notorious for not pitching in with the
unglamorous and essential work that sustains
homes, whether it is parenting or childcare, cook-
ing or cleaning.The time-use survey report released
last month by the National Sample Survey Office
shows that Indian women spend nearly four hours
more on unpaid work than men, with grim conse-
quences for women'’s participation in the workforce.

The battle against this deep-grained sexist skew
in work and labour is a long haul. But the idea of an
official paternity leave — if endorsed by govern-
ments and companies — takes a minimum first step
in acknowledging that parenting and childcare is
the shared responsibility of men and women.lIt’s an
idea that needs to travel, as it has in recent years.
Last year, for instance, Zomato rolled out 26 weeks
of paid paternity leave for employees who become
new fathers. Several private companies, too, offer
paternity leave, without the prodding of legislation.
To have a mainstream cricket star own up to it is a
small cultural victory. By turning the home and the
workplace into one geography, the pandemic has
only underlined the extent to which the invisible,
gendered labour at home shores up the strides at
work. For many women, the disruption of the pan-
demic has turned the home into a battlefront, with
competing needs of family and work. The post-
COVID reality makes it even more urgent for work-
places to incentivise men to take more responsibil-
ity at home, if more women are not to drop off the
work grid.But a utilitarian calculation is not the sole
reason to urge more men to step up. For too long,
the strides of equality have been measured by the
number of women accommodated in structures of
competitiveness and efficiency. It has not ques-
tioned the hierarchy that devalues the work of care,
which despite its drudgery, is essential to the messi-
ness and meaning of being human.lIt is a hierarchy
that produces distant patriarchs and men afraid of
the emotional life. Paternity leave that allows them
time to become fathers is a win-win — for both In-

L.ditorial

Devotees offer prayers to god Sun after taking bath in Ganga river on the occasion of Chhath festival in Patna.

Give us better Covid protection:
Moderators tell Facebook

San Francisco,

More than 200 Facebook content moderators have
written a letter to Mark Zuckerberg, saying the decision to
ask them to get to work to maintain Facebooks profits dur-
ing the pandemic has put their lives at risk. “After months
of allowing content moderators to work from home, faced
with intense pressure to keep Facebook free of hate and
disinformation, you have forced us back to the office,” they

wrote in an open letter.

“Moderators who secure a doctors’ note about a per-
sonal COVID risk have been excused from attending in per-
son. Moderators with vulnerable relatives, who might die
were they to contract COVID from us, have not”

They claim that the Facebook management has need-
lessly put their lives at risk by forcing them back into the
office, even as full-time employees work from home until
July 2021.0n October 12, content moderators working for
the third-party contracting firm Accenture in Austin, Texas
were asked to return to the office, reports The Verge.

“Despite vast sums flowing to each of you as corporate
executives,you have refused moderators hazard pay.A con-
tent moderator at Accenture’s office in Austin, Texas gen-
erally earns $18/hour,” the moderators wrote in the letter.

“Facebook should bring the content moderation
workforce in house, giving us the same rights and benefits
as full Facebook staff,” the letter read.

In a statement, a Facebook spokesperson said:"We ap-
preciate the valuable work content reviewers do and we
prioritize their health and safety” “All of them have access
to health care and confidential wellbeing resources from
their first day of employment, and Facebook has exceeded
health guidance on keeping facilities safe for any in-office
work.”‘The letter said: “Facebook needs us. It is time that
you acknowledged this and valued our work. To sacrifice
our health and safety for profit is immoral”

PM asks Indian techies to come up with glo

Bengaluruy,
Lauding the Indian IT
sector for adapting to the
new norm of working from
home or for that matter from
anywhere amid the Covid
pandemic, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
urged the techies to build
tech solutions to benefit the
entire world.

“The Indian IT industry
should design and develop
technology solutions that
can be deployed worldwide
and used globally,”said Modi
after inaugurating the 23rd
edition of the Bengaluru
Tech Summit 2020 through
a video conference from
New Delhi. Noting that the
potential of the country’s
youth was endless to har-
ness digital technology, the
prime minister said India was
uniquely positioned to leap
forward in the information
era.”We have the best minds
aswell as the biggest market.
Ourlocal tech solutions have
the potential to go global. It
is time we give our best to
the youth and leverage
them,” Modi said in his 20-
minute address through the
virtual mode. Asserting that
his government’s policy de-

cisions were aimed at
liberalising the IT industry
further,Modi said the burden
of compliance had been
eased for the sector recently
and allowed the sector to
work from home or any-
where.”We have always en-
gaged with the stakeholders
intheITindustry to chart out
future-proof policy frame-
works,” reminded Modi.
Drawing a parallel be-
tween the industrial era and
the information era, Modi
said in the former, the first-
mover advantage was every-
thing, while in the latter, the
best-mover mattered more
than the first-mover.
“Anyone can build a
product any time that dis-
rupts all equations in the
market,” Modi pointed out.
Observing that achieve-
ments of the industrial era
were in the rear-view mirror,
the prime minister said the
country was in the middle of
the information era.“Futureis
coming sooner than antici-
pated. In the industrial era,
change was linear. In the in-
formation era, change is dis-
ruptive,”Modi noted.
In technology,as the way
ahead lies in learning and
growing together, Modi said

health officials said.

bers to 2,60,834.

Rangareddy (9

1,058 new corona cases push
Telangana’s tally over 2.60 lakh

Telangana’s coronavirus cases’ tally crossed 2.60
lakh on Thursday as the state logged 1,058 new cases,

After recording a daily surge of less than 1,000 cases
for the last few days, the numbers surged beyond 1,000
during the last 24 hours, pushing the cumulative num-

According to the government’s daily media bulle-
tin,active cases inTelangana now total 12,682, of which
10,352 are in home or institutional isolation.

As many as 1,440 more patients recovered during
the last 24 hours, taking the total recoveries to 2,46,733.
The recovery rate improved further to 94.54 per cent
as against the national average of 93.6 per cent.

Four more people succumbed to the virus, taking
the state’s death toll to 1,419.

The fatality rate remains at 0.54 per cent as against
the national average of 1.5 per cent. According to Di-
rector of Public Health and Family Welfare, 44.96 per
cent of the deaths were due to COVID-19 while remain-
ing 55.04 were on account of comorbidities.

Greater Hyderabad continues to report daily count
of less than 200 new cases. During the last 24 hours
ending at 8 pm on Wednesday, the state capital added
168 corona cases to its tally. Medchal Malkajgiri re-
ported the second highest 93 cases, followed by
1), Bhadradri Kothagudem (58),
Karimnagar (53),and Nalgonda (43).

Hyderabad,

with

tres were opening up across
the country. “In the last
couple of years, a culture of
hackathons has growing
across the country. | too at-
tended one of them,” he
quipped. Leveraging the
digital technology, Modi
flagged off the 3-day summit
through the virtual world,
which included Australian
Prime  Minister Scott
Morrison and Swiss Confed-
eration vice-president Guy
Parmelin.“Thanks to digital
technology, India has been
able to scale up faster in the
service delivery to people
across the country.Even dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic,
the government has been
able to help citizens through
Ayushman Bharat for medi-
cal assistance efficiently
thanks,” said Modi.

Recalling that the Union
government had started the
Digital India initiative 5 years
ago to transform a citizen’s
life in terms of ease of work
and service delivery, the
prime minister said the flag-
ship programme had be-
come a way of life in the
country.

“Our resilient technology
industry was able to over-

bal solutions

come difficulties caused by
the pandemic and enabled
employees to work from
home and from anywhere.
This has become a new norm
and is going to stay. We will
see a high amount of tech
adoption in education, agri-
culture and other sectors,”
asserted Modi.

Noting that India had an
advantage ininnovation,the
prime minister said he was
confident that the Indian IT
sector would keep the coun-
try proud with the talentand
zeal of its techies to innovate.

“Through technology,we
have enhanced human dig-
nity.Crores of farmers receive
monetary support in a click.
At the peak of the lockdown,
it was technology that en-
sured that our poor received
proper and quick assistance.
The scale of this relief has few
parallels,” added Modi.

Union IT and Communi-
cations Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad, Karnataka Chief Min-
ister B.S. Yediyurappa, state
Deputy Chief Minister C.N.
Ashwath Narayan, state In-
dustries Minister Jagadish
Shettar and other dignitaries
and invitees participated in
the inaugural session of the
summit.

77% Indians optimistic of economic recovery in next few months: Report

Mumbai,

A new survey by
IndiaLends, a major digital
lending platform, has re-
vealed that 77% of Indians
are optimistic of an eco-
nomic recovery and busi-
ness revival, and 27% be-
lieve the turnaround
could happen in the
next three months.
These were two of
several findings that
captured the current
mood of the nation
during the festive
season.

The nationwide
survey of nearly
1,700 respondents
comprising both the
salaried and self-em-
ployed,conductedin
November, threw up
other surprises: 22%
of those surveyed
said they expectare-
vival in the next three to six
months, while 28% felt it
could take anywhere be-
tween six months to a year,
an indication that people
were still weighing in on the
pandemic.

Significantly, 71% of the

respondents said they
planned to take a personal
loan in the next three to six
months.They cited two-and
four-wheelers, business
startups, household
durables, electronic gadgets
and home renovation as the
mains reasons for personal

loans. At least 7% of the re-
spondents said they would
opt for a loan to pay for
upskilling courses, which
points to the impact of
Covid-19 on jobs and the
need to utilise free time to

acquire new skills; while
31% of those surveyed said
they would use the loan to
start their own business.
IndiaLends Founderand
CEO Gaurav Chopra said,
“The economy is slowly but
steadily recovering from the
coronavirus pandemic and

is getting back on the
growth trajectory.There are
clear signs of a business re-
vival and consumer confi-
dence.This is evident in the
uptick in loan applications
from enterprises such as

MSMEs as well as individu-
als, including millennials,
and the many reasons they
are taking those loans. Our
latest survey reveals that
businesses and individuals
are keen to return to a‘'new
normal’ life and start 2021
on a positive note.”

other
findings,
nearly
46% of
the re-
spon -
dents said
they ex-
pected an
increase
in house-
hold ex-
penses
towards
consumer
durables
such as
washing
machine and dishwasher,
and 11% said they would
opt for a personal loan to
buy these appliances. With
people spending more time
at home, almost 38% of the
respondents also said that

would consider getting
their home renovated in the
coming months, and 15%
said they would take a loan
for the same.

Following the closure of
schools, colleges and many
offices since March 2020
and the consequent in-
crease in home-based
online education and work
from home, some 70% of
the respondents said they
were now spending more
on electronic gadgets for
their children, namely
smartphones, tablets and
laptops. Not surprisingly
wedding as well as travel ex-
penses saw adip in percent-
age, providing furtherimpe-
tus to the idea of millennials
considering low-key wed-
dings and budget-friendly
travel options in the near
future.

The IndiaLends survey
covered both salaried and
self-employed Indiansin the
18-55+ age group, residing
across top Tier  and |l cities.
The respondents comprised
41% of millennials in the 25-
35 age group, thus making
it highly youth-centric.

YSRCP never fears elections,

Amaravatl,

The YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) never fears elec-
tions, said a party leader on
Wednesday at a time when
the State Election Commis-
sioner (SEC) is eager to con-
duct elections to the rural
local bodies though the
government is against it.

“YSRCP never fears elec-
tions and we do not even
have that kind of a thought,”
saidVijayawada central MLA
Malladi Vishnu Vardhan.

He also lashed out at
State Election Commis-
sioner (SEC) Nimmagadda
Ramesh Kumar for his ea-
gerness to hold elections
amid the Covid pandemic.

“What is the situation in
the state? Why are you in
such a hurry to go for the
poll,” he asked.

Vardhan castigated
Kumar for saying that all
parties are ready for the
elections and said that he
allegedly counted political
parties without proper ex-

isténce, voting percentage
and legislative seats.

The Vijayawada central
MLA said that all the key
people needed for conduct-
ing the elections — the po-
lice, revenue officials and
teachers —are scared of the
pandemic and facing diffi-
culties.

“How many policemen
got infected? How many
policemen died? In politics
also,how many leaders, min-
istersand MLAs gotinfected
and are facing difficulties,”
he asked.

He also told Kumar to
wait for some more days as
the government has to ob-
serve how the Covid second
wave will pan out as it is im-
portant to keep public
health in mind before con-
ducting elections.

“But you (Kumar) are
taking unilateral decisions
and declaring dates and
schedules. You are doing
this to trouble the state gov-
ernment and to stop the

party MLLA Vardhan

ongoing development
works. Chandrababu Naidu
and the SEC have colluded
and are plotting,” Vardhan
claimed.

He reminded the SEC
that he had postponed the
elections in March when
there were 2-3 cases, but
now he wants to conduct
the polls when the state is
reporting more than 1,000
cases each day.

TheYSRCP leader’s com-
ments assume significance
because SEC Kumar is pre-
paring the grounds to con-
duct elections in February
2021.0n Tuesday, he wrote
to the state government
about his plans to hold elec-
tions and cited the example
of Rajasthan, Bihar and the
approaching Hyderabad
civic body polls.

However, Chief Secre-
tary Nilam Sawhney replied
that the time is not yet ripe
for elections as the state is
witnessing more than 1,000
Covid cases every day.

PTE Academic will help aspirants achieve
their dream of studying abroad

Interview with
Ramananda S, Vice Presi-
dent, Sales & Marketing,
Pearson India.

1. How is Pearson plan-
ning to encourage more
students from Ahmedabad
to travel abroad amidst this
pandemicand how they can
prepare from home?

Every student at one
point in time dreams of
studying abroad, and we at
Pearson help them in the
most unbiased and seam-
less way- PTE Academic test,
in their journey to realize
their dream from the very
start of the process.
Ahmedabad has been one
of the growing markets
when it comes to a student
planning to study abroad.
Every year on average,
15000 students go abroad
for studies from
Ahmedabad, and roughly
10,000 people go for immi-
gration. To encourage and
support the students as
they tide over this unprec-
edented crisis, we recently
launched “Pearson Class-
room” - a fully online
teacher-driven student suc-
cess platform for high-

stakes English exams. This
platform is in line with our
vision to support every stu-
dent who dreams to-go
abroad for studies but is
finding it hard to prepare,
owing to the uncertainty
and disruption caused by
COVID-19. The platform is
designed to support insti-
tutes, teachers, students,
and administrators and is
powered by E2Language,
the world’s most popular
and trusted English Lan-
guage Test Preparation
Company.

2. What are the study
abroad trends in the current
scenario as witnessed in
Gujarat?

The number of students
studying abroad is growing
substantially every year,and
with the increasing impor-
tance of international edu-
cation in the globalized
world, this trend will see a
further uptick.Even the year
2020 started with great ex-
pectations however with
the COVID-19 crisis, a lot has
changed if not all when it
comes to the scenario, ex-
pectations, and outlook for
study abroad.

Guijarat has been one of
the major contributors to
the international student
list. A significant number of
students travel from the
state to study abroad and
for immigration. However, a
lot changed with this un-
precedented pandemic we
are going through.

If we look at the current
trends,Canada has emerged
as one of the most preferred
destinations amongst stu-
dents planning to study
abroad, reason being:

. The quality of the
Canadian education system

. Post-study work
options for students

. Canada’s reputa-
tion as a tolerant and non-
discriminatory society

. Canada’s reputa-
tion as a safe country

3.Whatare theinitiatives
taken by Pearson to help
students continue with their
preparations,inclination to-
wards computer based and
proctored exams and vari-
ous offerings by Pearson
PTE Academic?

We at Pearson support
students with the provision
of acomplete Al based com-

puter-based test PTE
Academic,which is fast and
fair, with results typically re-
sults within two days.These
testing sessions are avail-
able entire year for students
and bookable within 24
hours of taking the test. As
we are supported by IRCCin
Delhi, a student can quickly
assign their test scores to
both IRCC and their institu-
tion to allow for fast visa
processing.

4. How has COVID fun-
damentally changed inter-
national education plan

COVID-19 pandemic,
without doubt will leave
harsh changes when it
comes to higher education
and more precisely interna-
tional education. According
to Pearson’s Global Learners
survey as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, 80%
students agree that higher
education will fundamen-
tally change. We will see
more due diligence in terms
of safety and choosing the
country which is more stu-
dent friendly and have re-
formed immigration rules
owing to the current sce-
nario.

CEAI writi to PM and FM to have a relook

at its GST and TDS collection reglme

New Delhi

The Consulting Engi-
neers Association of India
(CEAI), an apex body of Con-
sulting Engineers in the
country in a letter to Mr
Narnedra Modi, Prime Min-
ister of India have urged him
to have a re-look at its
Goods and Services tax
(GST) and Tax Deduction at
Source (TDS) collection re-
gime for Consulting and ser-
vices Community and
urged him to allow the sec-
tor to deposit GST and TDS
after receipt of payments
from the Clients.

“At present Consultants
pay their taxes as conscien-
tious Professionals and
Firms and feel utterly frus-
trated as both Goods & Ser-
vices Tax (GST) and Income
Tax Deducted at source
(TDS) as they have to be de-
posited on accrual and Due
basis. Goods & Services Tax
(GST) has to be deposited
within 30 days of raising of
Invoice and not on receipt of
our dues from the Cus-
tomer/Client. “said Mr
Amitabha Ghosal, President,
Consulting Engineers Asso-

ciation of India (CEAI).

“The Consultlng engi-
neering companies are en-
gaged in the Service Sector
and are totally dependent
for our survival on timely re-
ceipt of dues from the cli-
ents. Banks are reluctant to
advance finance to Profes-
sionals, and in any case are
averse to funding payment
/ deposit of GST and Income
Tax.Delays in receipt of dues
from clients adversely affect
our financial situation, lead-
ing to delays in deposit of
GST along with interest”said
Mr Ghoshal.

“Any delay in deposit of
GST leads to threats of Can-
cellation of GST Registration
and/or Prosecution, etc.This
isin spite of the fact that we
pay interest on delayed de-
posit of GST despite our
tight Liquidity situation.
Similarly, the Tax Deduction
at Source (TDS) has to be
deposited by the 7th of the
subsequent month irre-
spective of non-receipt of
dues by a Professional Firm
fromits clients,on time.Due
to financial limitations, there
arises situations of delayed

deposit of TDS. Here again,
in spite of depositing TDS
along with interest, we are
subject to receipt of Pros-
ecution Notices from the In-
come Tax department” said
Mr K K Kapila, Chairman,
CEAI, Infrastructure Com-
mittee. “The Consulting En-
gineers have urged the
Hon'ble Prime Minister toin-
tervene and to direct the Fi-
nance Ministry not to initiate
prosecution proceedings
against such law-abiding
firms/professionals, unless
malafide intentions are bla-
tantly visible. Equating all
Service Providers and their
business requirements to be
similar is a very myopic ap-
proach.Forinstance,an Infra-
structure Consultant,who as
part of the Service Sector,
contributes immensely to
the development of the
country as well as earns valu-
able forex reserves, are re-
quired to pay GST within 30
days of raising invoice,
months ahead of realising
the actual payment from the
Client. A Shopkeeper, who is
also part of the Service Sec-
tor network, realises immedi-

payments as soon as a
sale is done and therefore, it
is possible for him to pay the
GST in the 30 day cycle."said
Mr Kapila.“Consulting Engi-
neers have requested the
Prime Minister to help the
consulting community by fa-
cilitating a more customised
and positive approach to
various stakeholders of the
Service Sector network, so
that the ultimate objective of
revenue generation is
achieved, without distress to
anyone. An urgent correc-
tion is needed to save the
Consultancy Sector which is
on the verge of collapse.The
consulting firms in the ser-
vice sector should be permit-
ted to deposit GST and Tax
Deducted at Source on pay-
ment receipt Basis."Mr Kapila
added.

“The above suggestions
will help the Consulting
Companies to tide over the
problems of payment of
GST/TDS to the Govern-
ment and relieve their finan-
cial burden. It will also help
the Government to collect
tax revenues effectively.”Mr
Kapila said.
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In the news

Next Gen Ertiga: India’s best-selling

MPV crosses 5.5

Ahmedabad,

Designed to captivate
the urban and stylish India,
Maruti Suzuki’s Next-Gen
Ertiga is a blend of style,
comfort and host of tech-
nologies that has won the
hearts of customers to be-
come country’s No.1 selling
MPV. It has maintained the
market leadership over the
last 2 years with over 5.5
Lakh customers. Ertiga has
created a stronghold in the
MPV segment with a market
share of nearly 47% in FY20-
21 till Sep'20.

Ertiga is a proof of
Maruti Suzuki's evolutionary
design sensibilities and
technology capabilities. It
finds its customers in
people, who are aspiring,
driven by brand value, seek
comfort and love together-
ness. It strongly connects

with family as well as busi-

ness needs.

Speaking on the success,
Mr.Shashank Srivastava, Ex-
ecutive Director (Marketing
& Sales), Maruti Suzuki India

o e —

Limited,said,"Over the years,
brand Ertiga has redefined
the notion of utilitarian
MPVs with its sharp style,
space, comfort, safety and
host of technology features.
As India’s first compact MPV,
Ertiga continues to build a
legacy of innovation.The re-
markable milestone of 5.5
Lakh sales is a testimony of
its success. While making a
purchase decision, custom-
ers often cross-consider
MPVs with UVs. Despite be-
ing cross-considered with
top selling UVs in the coun-

lakh sale

& e

try, Ertiga has dominated
the marketand increased its
market share in the seg-
ment.”

Launched in April 2012,
Ertiga has created an all-
new multi-utility segment.
Powered by the powerful
1.5L K-series engine, Smart
Hybrid and AT technology, it
ensures a pleasurable drive
experience. Further adding
to its winning proposition,
Maruti Suzuki Ertiga is the
only MPV that comes with
factory-fitted S-CNG tech-
nology.

Hope remains high for bullion; Gold expected
to trade in Rs.48,500-53000/10gm range

Mumbai,

As per a report - Com-
modity Insight: Gold Crack-
les this Diwali, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services recom-
mends accumulating gold
with every dip towards
Rs.49,500-48,500, whichis a
good range to buy with
short-term upsides being
capped around Rs.52,000 -
53,000. Comex Gold is ex-
pected to form a base
around $1880 - 1840, while
rallies are likely to be
capped in the range of
$1940 - $1975. On the
longer-termperspective,
Motilal Oswal Financial Ser-
vices maintains the target of
$2500 on the Comex and
Rs.65000-67000 on domes-
tic front.

Over the last decade,
gold in India has given a re-
turn of 159%. When com-
pared to the equities, Dow
Jones has given around
154% and the domestic eg-

AHMEDABAD *

uity index Nifty 50 has given
93% returns in the same pe-
riod, which makes gold a
star performer and particu-
larly justifying the objective
of protecting against infla-
tion and depreciating rupee
for Indian investors. Gold
has performed very well till
now onYoY basis.Except for
the small dips in between,
gold prices have not disap-
pointed investors.

Central banks cut inter-
est rates and provided li-
quidity in the market to sup-
port the ailing economy.
Global interest rates are cur-
rently near zero level and
are expected to remain low
for some time. Fed Chair-
man in his past policy state-
ment has mentioned that it
might not go into negative
territory w.r.t.interest rates,
but keep these low levels till
2023. According to WGC,
India's gold demand in the
fourth quarter is expected
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to recover after falling 30%
in the previous quarter as
festivals are expected to
strengthen retail jewellery
purchases. They expect Q4
would be better than Q3
dueto pent-up demandand
festivals.

Demand for the pre-
cious metal usually spikes
towards the end of the year
in India, as buying gold for
weddings and major festi-
vals such as Diwali and
Dussehrais considered aus-
picious. India's gold de-
mand in the first three quar-
ters fell 49% from a year ear-
lier to 252.4 tonnes as
coronavirus-triggered
lockdowns hit jewellery de-
mand. While overall gold
consumption fell, demand
for coins and bars, known as
investment demand,
jumped 51% in the third
quarter as rising prices at-
tracted investor, keeping the
sentiment high.
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India records 50% rise in daily
corona cases over two days

New Delhi,
With 45,576 more
coronavirus cases in the last
24 hours on Thursday, India
witnessed a jump of over 50
per cent in such cases re-
ported on Tuesday, pushing
its cumulative tally to
89,58,483.

As per Health Ministry
data, the total death toll rose
to 1,31,578 with 585 more fa-
talities in the last 24 hours, a
jump of 24 per cent over the
previous day’s figure.

On Wednesday, India re-
ported 38,616 new cases and
449 deaths, and on Tuesday
29,154 new cases.

The active cases now to-
tal 4,43,303 as 83,83,602
people have recovered from
the disease so far.

One reason for the daily
spike could beincreased test-
ing as 10,28,203 samples
were tested on Wednesday
after a long weekend when
eight lakh samples on an av-
erage were tested, data from

the Indian Council of Medical
Research showed.

The latest surge has left
the healthcare system here
gasping for relief. The hospi-
tals in Delhi, both govern-
mentand private hospitals,as
of now,are left with only nine
per cent ICU beds with venti-
lators, which are extremely
crucial for patients with se-
vere disease, as per the Delhi
Corona App.

Apart from severe pa-
tients, the patients with mod-
erate symptoms are made to
wait hours before admission
in the hospitals. Besides, the
non-Covid patients are run-
ning from pillar to post just to
get hospital beds in the capi-
tal city.

Meanwhile, citing the
proposal sent by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, the
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) has de-
cided to reinforce the restric-
tions on number of guests at
marriage-related events to 50.
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HINDWARE Launches New Campaign -
‘Build A Toilet, Build Her Future’

Ahmedabad,
Marking The World Toi-
let Day, Hindware,the lead-
ing bathware brand,
launched Build A Toilet,
Build Her Future campaign,
reiterating its commitment
to promoting good health
and hygiene in the society.
Introduced under the
aegis of company’s’ year-
round initiative - Hygiene
that Empowers, the cam-
paign focuses on encourag-
ing the girl child to continue
schooling by providing ac-
cess to adequate sanitation
infrastructure at schools.
Aimed at addressing the
pressing issue of nearly 20
million yearly dropouts by
girl students due to lack of
proper and private sanita-
tion facilities within the
school premises, the cam-
paign is undertaken in a
phased manner with a long
term vision to be extended
to the national level.

In the first phase of the
campaign, Hindware has
adopted schools across 8
villages in Haryana. As part
of the campaign, the com-
pany will provide infrastruc-
ture and maintenance of toi-
lets, thus enabling and em-
powering young girls in
these villages.

In a bid to create aware-
ness, Hindware has also
launched a 360-degree inte-
grated marketing campaign
across multiple channels.
With the help of a digital
film and use of Radio, print
media and other mediums
to sensitize& encourage
people to spread the mes-
sage and take part in this
cause. The film is being re-
leased on World Toilet Day -
November 19th, 2020.

Commenting on the oc-
casion, Mr. SandipSomany,
Chairman & Managing Di-
rector, Brilloca  Ltd.
said,’Sanitation is central to

environmental health as
well as to individual health,
growth and development.In
developing countries like
India where lack of access to
private and proper sanitiza-
tion facilities is recorded as
one of the top barriers to
girls’education, it is impera-
tive that we work towards
providing a conducive envi-
ronment that encourages
continued schooling. Inte-
grating the need of the hour
with the nature of our busi-
ness, we have launched this
initiative'

Commenting on the
launch of the campaign, Mr.
ShashvatSomany,Vice Presi-
dent-Strategy, HSILsaid -“As
the leader in the bathroom
space in India, we felt that
we had a responsibility to
use our expertise to help
spread awareness for this is-
sue and thereby help em-
power girls across our na-
tion.

DSP Investment Managers
launches DSP Value Fund

Mumbai,

DSP Investment Managers Private Limited announced
the launch of DSPValue Fund (the scheme),an open ended
equity scheme following a value investment strategy that
offers value conscious investors an exposure to quality com-
panies at reasonable valuations.

The Scheme also proposes to invest up to 35% of its
portfolio in global equities and aligning with the invest-
ment framework of 'Quality at Reasonable Valuation'. The
NFO is scheduled to open on November 20,2020 and will
close on December 04, 2020. "In the current low interest
rate world, good companies rarely come cheap.

Hence it becomes important to apply disciplined rules
to identify such companies at reasonable prices. Our ap-
proach is focused on being less prone to bias and offering
better risk management to our investors along with the
opportunity and flexibility offered by international diversi-
fication. Investors in this Scheme should have a long term
orientation to endure phases of underperformance that is
a part of the value investing journey." says Kalpen Parekh,
President, DSP Investment Managers."

In the current low interest rate world, good companies
rarely come cheap. Hence it becomes important to apply
disciplined rules to identify such companies at reasonable
prices.Our approach is focused on being less prone to bias
and offering better risk management to our investors along
with the opportunity and flexibility offered by international

diversification.

Investors in this Scheme should have a long term ori-
entation to endure phases of underperformance that is a
part of the value investing journey." says Kalpen Parekh,
President, DSP Investment Managers.
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Sushmita Sen: | repeat my clothes and shoes

New Delhi,

Actress Sushmita Sen
says she cannot live with the
idea of spending big
amounts of
money on
clothes or shoes
just to be photo-
graphed oncein
it, and that is
why she likes to
repeat what she
wears.

“As  many
have come to
see the way |
dress, | am
hardly con-
scious about the
fashion critics
while picking
my outfits.
Whether it is
with heels or
clothing, com-
fort is my top
priority,”
Sushmita told
IANS, while talk-
ing about how
fashion has evolved for her.

“I may not always get
the praise from the fashion

police, but my fashion is for
me and | am very comfort-
able with it.| also repeat my
clothes and my shoes as |

cannot live with the idea of
spending big amounts of
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money just to be photo-
graphed once in it,” she
added.

After her appearance in
the 2015 Bengali film
“Nirbaak’; Sushmita
made a comeback
earlier this year in the
web series “Aarya” At
the moment, she is
judging a digital real-
ity fashion show.

“Fashion has a
special place in my
heart.From when | be-
gan my modelling ca-
reer to being Miss Uni-
verse and travelling
around the globe, |
have learnt that fash-
ion is like a book. It
shouldn't be judged
by its cover. However,
the reason we putalot
of thought into how
we present ourselves
in the fashion industry
is because it is the way
we connect and in-
spire with people
around the world,”she
had told IANS while talking
about judging“Myntra Fash-
ion Superstar”—IANS
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CRPF commando’s body found in MP

/T ECHNICAL VENDOR BASE

WORSHOP AT PORBANDAR

Ahmedabad,

INS Sardar Patel is the Forward Operating Base
(FOB) of Indian Navy in the state of Gujarat. The in-
crease in presence of Indian Naval operating platforms
at Porbandar/other ports have concomitantly in-
creased the necessity of providing technical and lo-
gistics support. Gujarat being one of the prime mari-
time states of the nation, has a well developed ship-
ping industry. In order to expand the various techni-
cal support requirements of Gujarat Naval Area, it is
vital to create a strong and efficient vendor base in
the region. This can be a “win-win” situation for both,
theIndian Navy and private sector as well as potential
business opportunity to regional firms who are will-
ing to provide timely and qualitative technical assis-
tance to IN Ships visiting Porbandar.

Towards creating a strong vendor base in the re-
gion,thereis arequirement to bridge the gap between
technical requirements of the IN and technical mari-
time facilities available in the region. Accordingly,
‘Technical vendor base workshop’is scheduled on 20
November 2020 at Porbandar. This provides an ideal
platform of aspirant technical firms to attend the work-
shop to grow their business and join the nation’s
proud fighting force. All interested firms are required
to fill up and submit the Google form available in the
web link- http://forms.gle/FhM3zcCTHF9cnYVx6.

2.26 lakh trees to be planted by

IndianQil as part of this green drive

Ahmadabad,

IndianOil’s #TreeCheerscampaign, aimed at pro-
moting environmental consciousness and boosting
the country’s green cover, has received an enthusias-
tic response, making it a huge success.Over 2.26 lakh
customers drove into IndianQil fuel stations to get
their new vehicles (2/3/4 wheelers)refuelled during
the campaign period November 12-16, 2020. Under
the #TreeCheers scheme, IndianOil is planting a sap-
ling on behalf of these patrons.By the time the scheme
closed, over 1.17 lakh saplings had already been
planted. Plantationof the balance lakh-plus saplings
is underway.

Trees remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
and release oxygen in its stead also helps limit global
warming, providing for a cleaner, healthier
climate.Thanking patrons for the spectacular success
of the #TreeCheers, Mr Shrikant Madhav Vaidya, Chair-
man, IndianOQil, said “As a responsible corporate,
IndianOil cares for the environment.The plantation in
such significant numbers across the country will cut
pollution and enhance the green cover.

Ornaments worth Rs 10L on display
stole

Vadodara,

In a major embarrassment to the cops, two bur-
glars broke into a jewellery showroom located just a
few hundred meters away from Sayajigunj police sta-
tion.

The incident occurred on November 13 morning
when the shop was closed. A CCTV installed outside
the showroom has captured images of two thieves
with covered faces. They broke open the shutter of
the SKumar Jewellers and tried to break open the safe
containing the ornaments. After failing to open it, they
stole ornaments, valued at Rs 9.5 lakh, kept on dis-

play.

Moody’s revises India’s FY21 GDP

contraction to (-)10.6%

New Delhi,

Moody’s Investor Service on Thursday revised the
contraction rate of India’s FY21 GDP to (-) 10.6 per cent
from an earlier estimate of (-) 11.5 per cent.

The revision comes days after the Centre an-
nounced new stimulus measures.

Besides, Moody'’s revised the forecast for the next
financial year ending March 2022.

It now estimates a growth of 10.8 per cent from a
rise of 10.6 per cent, which was predicted earlier.

“The latest measures (stimulus) aims to increase
the competitiveness of India’s manufacturing sector
and create jobs, while supporting infrastructure invest-
ment, credit availability and stressed sectors,”Moody'’s
said.

“As such, they present potential upside to our cur-
rent growth forecasts, a credit positive.”

According to the ratings agency, consumer confi-
dence in India remains relatively low amid a contin-
ued elevated number of daily new coronavirus cases,
“although this has come down from a peak in Sep-
tember’,

GHMC polls: Rachakonda police direct

deposmng of weapons
Hyderabad,

As elections for the Hyderabad civic body have
been scheduled for December 1, Rachakonda Police
Commissioner, Mahesh M.Bhagwat, has instructed all
gun owners in the area to deposit their weapons.

“All arms license holders to deposit their weapons
in the concerned police stations or with any authorised
arms dealer in Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) limits of Rachakonda Police
Commissionerate,” said Baghwat.

He also wrote to the information and public rela-
tions officer to widely publicise the order.

J&K may get fresh spell of rain &

snow

Srinagar,

Another spell of rain and snowfall is likely to oc-

curin Jammu and Kashmir in the next 24 hours by Fri-
day, the MET office said on Thursday.

“Scattered to fairly widespread light to moderate
rain/snow in Kashmir division.Isolated light rain/snow
in Jammu and Ladakh,”an official of the local MET de-
partment said.

“Scattered light to moderate rain/snow in Gilgit-
Baltistan divisions during the 24 hours is expected,”it
added.

Jammu and Kashmir received its first major snow-
fall of the season recently which broke a nearly 4-
month long dry spell.

The minimum temperature was 0.1 degrees Cel-
sius in Srinagar on Thursday while it was minus 0.7 in
Pahalgam and minus 5.4 at the Gulmarg ski resort.

Jammu city recorded 9.8, Bannihal 1.0, Batote 4.2,
Katra 9.5 and Bhaderwah 1.6 as the minimum tem-
peratures.

Yogi inaugurates Lucknow University

centenary week

Lucknow,

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on

Thursday inaugurated the centenary celebrations of

the Lucknow University and lauded the role played
by the university in nation building.

Speaking on the occasion, he said that the
Lucknow University has completed an eventful jour-
ney of 100 years.”The university has worked,accepted
the challenges of Covid times and is all set to adapt
itself to the new education policy. The university
started online classes by using technology effectively,”

Rajkot,

The body of a CRPF com-
mando from Kodinar in Gir-
Somnath district was found
on the railway tracks in Alot
village of Ratlam district in
Madhya Pradesh, on Sun-
day.

The family members of
the deceased, Ajitsinh
Parmar (24), who served as
a commando with CRPF’s
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (Cobra) unit,
said that they had received
a call from Ratlam railway
police that Parmar’s body
was near the railway tracks.

“We suspect some foul
play Ajitsinh, who was
abroad the Rajdhani Ex-
press, might have been
killed for robbery or he
might had a fight with
someonein the train. His as-
sailants appeared to have
thrown him off the running

train after killing him,”
Shamat Parmar, Ajitsinh'’s
uncle, told.

“We are leaving for
Ratlam to claim Ajitsinh'’s
body,” added Shamat
Parmar.

Ajitsinh was inducted
into the Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) three years
ago. Ajitsinh last served in
Bihar. Earlier, he was posted
in Jammu & Kashmir.

After the state assembly
elections in Bihar. Ajitsinh
availed for Kodinar on No-
vember 12. After coming to
Delhi, he had boarded the
Rajdhani Express running
between Delhiand Mumbai.
He was supposed to get
down at Vadodara railway
station.

On night of November
13, Ajitsinh had the last tele-
phonic conversation with
his fiancee Heena. Ajitsinh

told Heena that he would be
calling her after reaching
Vadodara station on the
morning of November 14,
However, when he did not
call,Heena rang him up, but
the call went unanswered.

Later, when the train
reached Mumbai, Ajitsinh’s
luggage was found by the
Mumbai railway police,
which called Heena from
Ajitsinh’s cellphone, telling
her about the belongings.

Shamat Parmar then
lodged Ajitsinh’s missing
person report with Kodinar
police station and serving in
Gaya. When one of Ajitsinh’s
relatives,Yashpalsinh Barad,
wrote about Ajitsinh’s disap-
pearance onTwitter, therail-
way police swung into ac-
tion.

He is survived by par-
ents,a younger brother and
a yonger sister.

Citv-State

Teenager’s app makes e-learning

easy for Gujarati mediu

Surat,
While many mobile
application’s and portals of-
fering on-line education did
brisk business during the
Covid-19 pandemic, these
are both exorbitantly costly
and available in only select
languages. But what if you
were told that such a mobile
applications was free and
available in Gujarati too.
And the brain behind
making this material acces-
sible to Gujarati Medium
students for free is that of a
17-year-old boy Hitarth
Sheth, who developed the
first application to help his
classmates when he was
merely a 12-year-old.
Hitarth developed a rudi-
mentary app in 2015 when

HDFC Bank launches “Mooh Band Rakho"
campaign to create awarenesson cyber frauds

Mumbai,

1,000 Secure Banking workshops to be rolled out in the
next 4 months Supports International Fraud Awareness
Week 2020

Mumbai, November 17,2020: HDFC Bank Ltd.,on Mon-
day announced the launch of “Mooh Band Rakho,” a cam-
paign to increase awareness on cyber frauds and prevent-
ing them.The Bank will be conducting 1,000 workshops in
the next 4 months across the country.

Following simple steps such as not sharing card details,
CVV, Expiry Date, OTP Net Banking / Mobile Banking Login
ID & Password over Phone, SMS,email and social media can
help general public keep their money safe. This campaign
will talk about this and more.

It supports the International Fraud Awareness Week
2020, the global movement to minimise impact of fraud
which is being held from November 15 - 21.This is the 2nd
year HDFC Bank is participating in this. The “Mooh Band
Rakho”campaign was initially launched by the Bank to fight
COVID 19 and it has now been extended to fighting cyber
fraud. For more information, click here.

At avirtual event organised on Monday, the“Mooh Band
Rakho” campaign was launched by Retd. Lt General Dr
Rajesh Pant, National Cyber Security Co-ordinator, Govern-
ment of India and Mr Jimmy Tata, Chief Risk Officer, HDFC
Bank.This campaign is the need of the hour as more and
more individuals are accessing banking services online.This
has gathered momentum during the pandemic,”said Mr
Jimmy Tata, Chief Risk Officer, HDFC Bank.“As a socially re-
sponsible corporate citizen, we regularly organiseSecure
Banking workshops for customers and general public

Two bag shatchers
stab chaser to death

Rajkot,

The unidentified bag snatchers who were running af-
ter snatching a purse from a woman, stabbed a man to
death who was chasing them in Anjar on Saturday evening.

The accused were detained on Sunday.Police said that
the accused were habitual offenders. “They had snatched
a purse from a woman and started running from near
Welspun Company near Meghpar Borichi village on the
outskirts of Anjar.When the woman started crying for help,
Pruthvirajsinh Rana (30) ran after the accused. When Rana
got near the accused, one of them pulled out a knife and
stabbed him three to four times in his throat, chest and
stomach, killing him on the spot,”said M M Jadeja, inspec-
tor with Anjar police station.

“The accused abandoned their two-wheeler,which was
grabbed by Rana, took ana’s bike and fled from the spot.
We tracked them down on the basis of the registration
number of their two-wheeler,” said Jadeja, adding that the
identifies of the accused were yet to be ascertained which
would be done after conducting their Covid-19 test.

The accused were booked on the complaint of
Shailendrasinh Jadeja, the brother-in-law of Rana.
Shailendrasinh’s friend, Jagdishsinh Jadeja, saw Rana in a
pool of blood and called up Shailendrasinh who alerted
the police.

Rana used to work in a private firm of Anjar. He is sur-
vived by his wife and two children.

Two woman, who had fallen prey to the bag snatchers
did not lodge a police complaint, though the police recov-

he was in standard VIl to en-
sure that his 60 classmates
finished homework on time.

Now a student of class
XIl,Hitarth is celebrating the
success of another applica-
tion he developed to solve
problems of Gujarati me-
dium school students when
limited content was avail-
able on-line.His second app
is much better than the first
one and caters to a much
larger mass too.

“land a few of my friends
had a common problem
that we forgot finishing
homework on time in class
VIl. Sometimes, we were
unable to understand some
topics. Hence, | developed
an android application for
60 class mates,”said Hitarth,
a student of Bhulka Bhavan
School.He learnt app devel-
opment on-line. The initial
success inspired him to cre-
ate another application that
helps individuals to check if
they have diabetes symp-
toms.

“Being a Gujarati me-
dium student of class IC, |
realized that there is alot of

m students

learning content for English
medium students but for
Gujarati medium there is
little.This encouraged me to
develop the app
GujjuStudent,” said Hitarth
who himself does program-
ming and content creation
work on his own.He is mak-
ing the learning apps avail-
able for free to studentsand
1.2 lakh students have al-
ready downloaded his app.

The app provides study
material from class V to VII
including textbooks. Apart
from text the app has videos
and links of on-line content.

“I realized that if Gujarati
medium students are facing
so much problem then what
would be the condition of
students from other Indian
languages.| am now devel-
oping an application to as-
sist school students of eight
different languages,” said
Hitarth. He plans to study
computer science after
school.

Hitarth's father Gaurang
is a senior human resource
official in a company in
Bharuch while his mother is
a housewife.

Man shares bank
details loses Rs 3 lakh

Vadodara,

A farmer loving in Padra fell into the trap of cyber
conmen and lost Rs 2.6 lakh from his account after sharing
his bank details.

The farmer Narsinh Mahida received a call from an un-
known number on the morning of November 13 and the
calleridentifieied himself as an executive of Bank of Baroda.
After Mahida td himself as an executive of Bank of Baroda.
After Mahida told the caller that he withdraws money from
his account using withdrawal slips or cheques, the person
insisted that he use ATM card for withdrawals.The execu-
tive also offeried himself as an executive of Bank of Baroda.
After Mahida ted to activate the ATM card.

After Mahida gave the details, the caller asked him to
share the OTP that he would have received through SMS.
Immediately, an amount of Rs 50,006 was debited from
Mahida’s account. When he asked about the debited
amount, the persons aid that it will be credited in few min-
utes.

Later, several debit transactions of different amounts

across the country.

ered her purse from the accused.

took place from Mahida’s account.

Covid : Govt lets off schools,
pins responsibility on parents

Ahmedabad,

The state government
has now categorically
stated that school teachers,
school support staff and
even the principal will not
be responsible if a Covid
outbreak happens in a
school.

A carefully worded con-
sent form for parents was
released by the state edu-
cation department on Sat-
urday and was sent to all
schools. The form clearly
states that parents will

alone be responsible for
sending class IXand Xl chil-
dren to school from No-
vember 23‘at their own risk'.
Interestingly, last week the
state government had
taken a decision to reopen
schools. The consent from
states that, “Parents are re-
sponsible for any risks, for
sending their children to
school from November 23.”
The firm further adds that
parents also have to take re-
sponsibility that their chil-
dren will follow the SOP de-

clared by the state govern-
ment. The central
government’s SOP runs
into 16 pages and contains
detailed duties for schools
and their staff. “Our chil-
dren are not gini pigs for
the government to see
what happens when school
reopening decisions are
taken. If the government
was not sure of who will
take responsibility then
why did they declare school
reopening from November
23,"said a parent.

Malabar naval exercise:
aircraft show coordinated

By Sumit Kumar Singh
New Delhi,

The ongoing Malabar
naval exercise in the Indian
Ocean Region witnessed co-
ordinated operations in-
volving fighter jets and
other aircraft of the Indian
Navy and its US counterpart
from the decks of INS
Vikramaditya and USS
Nimitz respectively.

Indian Navy’s MiG 29Ks
and maritime patrol aircraft
P-8l along with US Navy’s F-
18 and AEW aircraft E2C par-
ticipated in these opera-
tions, said Indian Navy.

“Both fighter aircraft
operated as a composite
strike package and prac-
ticed Beyond Visual Range
(BVR) tactics, including Dis-
similar Aircraft Combat
Training (DACT) exercises,”
Indian Navy said.

These complex ad-
vanced air defence exercises
and manoeuvres necessi-
tate a high level of under-
standing amongst both air-

crews and underline the
similarity in their air opera-
tions as well as a high level
of operational preparedness
and an ability to conduct
joint maritime security op-
erations, it added.

The navies of Quad or
Quadrilateral coalition - an
informal security forum
comprising India, the US, Ja-
pan and Australia - are car-
rying out the naval exercise
with aircraft carriers battle
groups from November 17
to November 20 in the In-
dian Ocean region.

Underway replenish-
ment was also undertaken
between Indian Navy ships
and those of the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy and the US
Navy.

The coordination and
understanding displayed by
the navies during these ex-
ercises is reflective of the
trust and understanding
they have built over the
years, as also the high stan-
dards of professionalism

US, Indian
manoeuvres

and preparedness they
maintain to counter any
threat at sea.

The first phase of
Malabar exercise was con-
ducted in the Bay of Bengal
from November 3 to No-
vember 6.

The Malabar series of
exercises,which beganasan
annual bilateral naval exer-
cise between India and the
USin 1992, has seenincreas-
ing scope and complexity
over the years.

The exercise takes place
against the backdrop of
growing concerns over Chi-
nese expansionism in the
Indo-Pacific region, both on
land and sea.

For India, the Malabar
exercise has gained
geostrategic prominence at
a time China has started a
dispute on the borders. In-
dia and China are locked in
an eight-month military
standoff along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in east-
ern Ladakh.

MANUU joins hands with UNFPA to

empower

Hyderabad,

Maulana Azad National
Urdu University (MANUU)
has joined hands with the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) to empower
madrasa students in Bihar.

Under the Adolescent
Education Programme
(AEP), students of madrasas
in Bihar will be helped to
acquire scientific, technical
and social skills.

Jamia Millia Islamia and
the Bihar State Madrasa
Board are the other partners
in the programme.

The inauguration of the
state-level training for the
AEP was held in Patna on
Wednesday. More than 84
master trainers and facilita-

tors from 12 districts of Bihar
attended the programme.

The pilot was launched
last year in two districts of
Purnia and Katihar and fol-
lowing its successful imple-
mentation, the Bihar gov-
ernment decided to expand
AEP to the entire state. The
selected master trainers and
facilitators are undergoing
training from November 18
to 24 at the Youth Hostel in
Patna.

Abdul Qayyum Ansari,
Chairman, Bihar State
Madrasa Board said that AEP
is an ideal programme that
will pave the way for the
young generation to de-
velop critical thinking and
become responsible citi-

Bihar madrasa students

zens. The programme will
also help them to adapt to
modern requirements.

Programme Director,
Prof. Mohd Shahid of the
MANUU stated that the
programme will help stu-
dents not only to equip
themselves with the
present day requirements
but also acquire scientific,
technical and social skills to
lead a successful life.

Dr.Nadeem Noor of the
UNFPA said that farsighted-
nessis required to be a part
of the inevitable change.
For this we have to prepare
ourselves so that the dream
of a bright and radiant fu-
ture can be realized, he
added.

Ahmed Patel’s health improving: Daughter

New Delhi,

Senior Congress leader
and party treasurer Ahmed
Patel who had tested posi-
tive for Covid, his health has
beenimproving and now he
is much better than before,
his daughter has confirmed.

“He is significantly bet-
ter and he is stable but the
treatment is going to take a
long time. We do hope he
recovers well enough to talk
you all personally. Please
keep praying for him and
thanks for your wishes and
thoughts,”said his daughter
Mumtaz.

Patel was admitted in
Gurugram’s Medanta hospi-
tal after his condition
deterioted following Covid-
19 infection in October.

In a tweet on Sunday, his
son Faisal Patel said his fa-
ther had tested positive for
Covid-19 a few weeks ago
and "has now been admit-
ted to the Intensive Care

Reply on plea for same-sex marriages
under Hindu Act: HC to Centre

New Delhi,

The Delhi High Court on Thursday sought responses

Q)gi said.

from the central government and others on a petition that
sought registration of same-sex marriages under the Hindu
Marriage Act.

A Division Bench of Justices Rajiv Sahai Endlaw and
Asha Menon issued notices on the petition filed by Abhijit
lyer Mitra and posted it for hearing along with ohter simi-
lar petitions in January next.

“Counter affidavits (responses) to be filed in 4 weeks.
Rejoinder thereto, 4 weeks thereafter,” the bench said.

The plea said that nothing in the Hindu Marriage Act
mandated that a marriage has to take place only between
a Hindu man and a Hindu woman. It further pointed out
thatin 2018, the Supreme Court read down Section 377 of
the Indian Penal Code, which criminalised homosexuality.

“The non-recognition of the rights of gay couples, es-
pecially when their sexuality has been recognised as valid
as various conventions that India as a sovereign State is a
signatory to,” the petition stated.”...finally, the eponymous
Golden Rule of Interpretation also states that plain mean-
ing has to be imparted to words in a statute, unless such
interpretation were to lead to an absurdity,” it added.

PM bootstraps Bengaluru
tech summit in virtual mode

Bengaluru,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi onThursday
unveiled the 23rd edition of
the Bengaluru Tech Summit
2020 in virtual mode
through video-
conferencing from New
Delhi amid the Covid pan-
demic.

Leveraging the digital
technology, Modi also ad-
dressed the gathering in
this tech city and in virtual
world, which included Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Swiss Confed-
eration vice-president Guy
Parmelin.

“Thanks to digital tech-
nology, India has been able
to scale up faster in the ser-
vice delivery to people
across the country. Even

during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the government has
been able to help citizens
through Ayushman Bharat
for medical assistance effi-
ciently thanks,” said Modi in
English.

Recalling that the Union
government had started the
Digital India initiative 5
years ago to transform a
citizen’s life in terms of ease
of work and service delivery,
the prime minister said the
flagship programme had
become a way of life in the
country.

“Our resilient technol-
ogy industry was able to
overcome difficulties
caused by the pandemic
and enabled employees to
work from home and from
anywhere.

Unit of Medanta Hospital,
Gurgaon, for further treat-
ment” (sic.).

“...His condition is stable
and he continues to be un-
der medical observation.We
will provide you updates
from this handle.We request
you to pray for his speedy
recovery.”

Congress leaders have
wished Patel a speedy re-
covery.

“ wish Ahmed Patelji a
speedy and complete recov-
ery at the earliest.The party
needs his able guidance ev-
ery step of the way,” Rahul
Gandhi tweeted on Mon-
day.

Diabetes, BP may up neuro
complications in Covid patients

New York,

Researchers have re-
vealed that some patients
with Covid-19 are at higher
risk of neurological compli-
cations like bleeding in the
brain and stroke, adding
that, these potentially life-
threatening findings were
more common in hyperten-
sion and diabetes patients.

The virus that causes
Covid-19first attacks cellsin
the respiratory system, of-
ten leading to an inflamma-
tion of the lungs that puts
people at risk of contracting
pneumonia. But the virus’
impact has also been felt in
other systems of the body.

“Covid-19's effects ex-
tend far beyond the chest,”
said study lead author
Colbey W Freeman from the
University of Pennsylvania
in the US.

“While complications in
the brain are rare, they are
an increasingly reported
and potentially devastating
consequence of Covid-19
infection,” Freeman added.

To learn more about the
phenomenon, the research
team looked at COVID-19
patients who underwent
head CT and MRI in their
health system from January
to April 2020.

Of the 1,357 patients
with COVID-19 admitted to
the system in those four
months, 81 had a brain scan
performed.

The most common rea-
sons for the brain scans
were altered mental state
and focal neurologic deficits
such as speech and vision
problems.

Out of 81 patients with
brain scans, 18, or just over
oneinfive had findings that
were considered an emer-
gency or critical, including
strokes, brain bleeds and
blocked blood vessels.

At least half the patients
had pre-existing histories of
high blood pressure and
type 2 diabetes. Three pa-
tients with emergent/criti-
cal findings died while ad-
mitted.

“Covis-19 is associated
with neurologic manifesta-
tions,and hypertension and
type 2 diabetes mellitus are
common in individuals who
develop these manifesta-
tions,” Freeman said.

“These populations may
be at higher risk for neuro-
logic complications and
should be monitored
closely,” Freeman added.

Two-thirds of the pa-
tients with critical results in
the study were African
American, suggesting that
these patients also may re-
quire closer monitoring.

The exact mechanisms
for Covid-19’s harmful neu-
rological effects are not
known and may involve
multiple factors, although a
popular.
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House Democrats nominate
Pelosi as Speaker for 2 more yrs

Washington,

Democrats of the US House of Representatives have
nominated Speaker Nancy Pelosi to the top of a party she
has led since 2003, marking the longest period since 1961.

Pelosi, aged 80, was approved on Wednesday with a
private caucus voice vote conducted virtually, reports

Xinhua news agency.

The caucus also re-elected Steny Hoyer as Majority
Leader and Jim Clyburn as Majority Whip.

All the three ran unopposed.

In a speech accepting the nomination, Pelosi vowed to
work with President-elected Joe Biden to tackle issues in-
cluding health care, environmental protections and police

reforms.

“As we go forward with liberty and justice for all, we must
do so listening to the American people, listening to each
other with respect, acting to unify,” she told the caucus.

Pelosi will still need to secure a simple majority of the
full House in January 2021 to be sworn in again as Speaker.

Addressing the media after the vote, Pelosi told report-
ers that her upcoming term as Speaker will be her last.

“l don't want to undermine any leverage | may have...
But I made the statement,” she said.

During the 2020 presidential election, Republicans
flipped nearly a dozen seats with several party candidates

___leading in uncalled races, said a The Hill report.

The Duke of Cambridge

(middle) last night called Lord Dyson's independent investigation into whether Martin
Bashir (left) conned his mother into their notorious 1995 Panorama interview (top right) 'a step in the right direc-
tion." William, who was a teenager when the interview took place, today said: The independent investigation is a
step in the right direction. It should help establish the truth behind the actions that led to the Panorama interview
and subsequent decisions taken by those in the BBC at the time.' The BBC yesterday appointed one of Britain's
most decorated judges to lead a probe into allegations of forgery, deceit and cover-up surrounding Mr Bashir's
interview with Princess Diana. Meanwhile Mr Bashir - who has been unable to be asked any questions by the BBC
about the Diana claims because of his ill health but is expected to take part in Lord Dyson's inquiry - was pictured
looking 'fit and well' as he charged up his electric-powered Mercedes after fleeing London. Princess right is Diana
with a young Prince William.
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FAA approves resumption of |jg imposes massive sanctions

Boeing 737 MAX operations

Washington,

The US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has re-
scinded the order that
halted commercial opera-
tions of the globally
grounded Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft, after two crashes
that took place within
months.

Wednesday’s move will
allow airlines that are under
the FAA's jurisdiction,includ-
ing those in the US, to take
the steps necessary to re-
sume service and Boeing to
begin making deliveries, the
American airplane giant
said in a statement.

FAA Administrator Steve
Dickson on Wednesday
signed the order that paves
the way for the Boeing 737
MAX to return to commer-
cial service, reports Xinhua
news agency.

The FAA said that its
employees worked to iden-
tify and address the safety
issues that played a role in
the tragic loss of 346 lives
aboard the Lion Air Flight
610 and Ethiopian Airlines
Flight 302 that crashed in
October 2018 and March
2019, respectively.

. oh

Boeing’s 737 MAX jets
have been grounded across
the globe since March 2019
following more evidence
emerging indicates that its
key flight control software
played a part in two deadly
air crashes in less than one
year.

“Throughout our trans-
parent process, we cooper-
ated closely with our foreign
counterparts on every as-
pect of the return to ser-
vice,"an FAA statement said.

In addition to rescinding
the order that grounded the
aircraft,the FAA onWednes-
day published an Airworthi-
ness Directive specifying
design changes that must
be made before the aircraft
model returns to service, is-
sued a Continued Airworthi-
ness Notification to the In-
ternational Community
(CANIC), and published the
MAX training requirements.

These actions do not al-
low the MAX to return im-
mediately to the skies.

The FAA must approve
737 MAX pilot training pro-
gram revisions for each US
airline operating the MAX
and will retain its authority

Bobby Brown and Kim Ward's 28-year-old son Bobby
at his home in Los Angeles on Wednesday, according to TMZ. While the investiga-
tion is still ongoing, sources told the outlet "they do not believe there was foul play
involved.' This marks the second child the 51-year-old rapper has lost, just five years
after the death of his daughter Bobbi Kristina Brown, who he shared with the late
Whitney Houston. The namesake of the rapper was among one of his seven chil-
dren, who include Bobbi Kristina, LaPrincia, 30, Landon, 34, Cassius, 11, Bodhi, 5,
Hendrix, 4. Bobby Brown Jr.is survived by both his parents and five siblings; he did
not have children of his own. His home is seen inset on Wednesday.

to issue airworthiness cer-
tificates and export certifi-
cates of airworthiness for all
new 737 MAX aircraft manu-
factured since the FAA is-
sued the grounding order.
Furthermore, airlines that
have parked their MAX air-
craft must take required
maintenance steps to pre-
pare them to fly again, ac-
cording to the statement by
FAA.“We will never forget
the lives lost in the two
tragic accidents that led to
the decision to suspend op-
erations,” said David
Calhoun, CEO of The Boeing
Company. “These events
and the lessons we have
learned as a result have re-
shaped our company and
further focused our atten-
tion on our core values of
safety,quality and integrity.”

According to the com-
pany, throughout the past
20 months, Boeing has
worked closely with airlines,
providing them with de-
tailed recommendations re-
garding long-term storage
and ensuring their input
was part of the effort to
safely return the airplanes to
service.

Brown Jr.was found dead

US Covid-19 deaths top 250,000
Johns Hopkins University

Washington,
Coronavirus deaths in
the US has surpassed the
250,000 mark, a new grim
milestone amid an un-
abated resurgence in the

——worst-hit country in the

world, according to the
Johns Hopkins University.

In its latest update on
Thursday, tes of California,
Florida and New Jersey
have registeredhe
University’s Center for Sys-
tems Science and Engi-
neering (CSSE) revealed
that the country’s overall
death toll and caseload
stood at 250,483 and
11,525,149, respectively.

New York state re-
ported the highest num-
ber of fatalities at 34,173,
followed byes of California,
Florida and New Jersey
have registered Texas in
the second place with
20,147 deaths, Xinhua
news agency reported.

The states of California,
Florida and New Jersey
have registered more than
16,000 deaths, the tally
showed.

States with more than
9,000 fatalities also include
Illinois, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania and Georgia.

The US has the wores of
California, Florida and New
Jersey have registeredld’s
highest caseload and
death toll, accounting for

more than 18 per cent of
the global deaths.

The country reached
the grim milestone of
200,000 coronavirus
deaths on September 22
and the number climbed
to a quarter of a million in
nearly two months.

US daily fatalities
caused by Covid-19 hit
1,707 onTuesday, the high-
est single-day spike since
the country reported 1,774
daily deaths on May 14,the
CSSE chart showed.

Meanwes of California,
Florida and New Jersey
have registeredhile,an up-
dated model forecast by
the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation at
the University of Washing-
ton has revealed that a to-
tal of 438,941 Americans
might die of the virus by
March 1, 2021, based on
current projection sce-
nario.

Since the start of the
fall semester, the US has
seen an upward trend in
new cases on campus.

Experts hes of Califor-
nia, Florida and New Jersey
have registeredave warned
students returning from
college and those who
travel for family gatherings
during Thanksgiving holi-
day may lead to a new
wave of coronavirus infec-
tions.

against Iranian officials, entities

Washington,

The US has imposed
fresh sanctions against Ira-
nian officials and a patron-
age network for the Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, in the latest ac-
tion after Washington re-
cently targeted the Islamic
Republic’s oil and financial
sectors, according to the
Treasury Department.

In a statement on
Wednesday, the
Department’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC)
imposed the sanctions
against the Islamic Revolu-
tion Mostazafan Founda-
tion, also known as Bonyad
Mostazafan or the Founda-
tion, which is an immense
conglomerate of some 160
holdings in key sectors of
Iran’s economy, including fi-
nance, energy, construction,
and mining.

While Bonyad
Mostazafan is “ostensibly a
charitable organization
charged with providing
benefits to the poor and
oppressed, its holdings are
expropriated from the Ira-
nian people and are used by
Khamenei to enrich his of-
fice, reward his political al-
lies, and persecute the
regime’s enemies’the state-
ment said.

Presided over by former
Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps (IRGCQ) official Parviz
Fattah, Bonyad Mostazafan
was created in the wake of
the Islamic Revolution to
confiscate and manage
property, according to the
Treasury Department.

The Foundation has
“since emerged as a source
of power, wealth, and influ-
ence for the Supreme
Leader and his inner circle”

Besides the Foundation,
the OFAC on Wednesday
also designated Mahmoud
Alavi, head of Iran’s Ministry
of Intelligence and Security
(MOIS), which has “played a
key role in the Iranian
regime’s brutal human
rights abuses against the
Iranian people”

The Department has
claimed that “MOIS agents
are responsible for beatings,
sexual abuse, prolonged in-
terrogations, and coerced
confessions of prisoners,
particularly political prison-
ers’

“Iran’s Supreme Leader
uses Bonyad Mostazafan to
reward his allies under the
pretense of charity,” Trea-
sury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin was quoted as say-
ing in the statement.

“The US will continue to
target key officials and rev-
enue generating sources
that enable the regime’s on-
going repression of its own

people,”he added.

In a separate statement,
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo warned that more
sanctions against Iran will
follow.

“Throughout the com-
ing weeks and months, we
will impose new sanctions
on Iran, including using our
nuclear, counterterrorism,
and human rights authori-
ties,” he added.

As a result of
Wednesday’s sanctions, “all
property and interests in
property of the persons des-
ignated for blocking sanc-
tions must be blocked and
reported to OFAC if their
property or interests in
property are in the US or in
the possession or control of
US persons’, the Depart-
ment added.

In similar moves, on Oc-
tober 8 the US designated
18 major banks of Iran, and
a few days later on October
22, new sanctions were im-
posed on five Iranian enti-
ties for“attempting to influ-
ence” the November 3
American presidential elec-
tion.

On October 27, the US
imposed fresh sanctions
against the Iranian oil sector,
for its “financial support” to
Tehran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps-Quds
Force.

‘BRICS should expand cooperation in
fighting Covid-19, reviving econom

Brasilia,

The BRICS member na-
tions should expand coop-
eration in tackling the ongo-
ing Covid-19 pandemic and
reviving economy, Brazilian
experts said after the bloc of
five major emerging econo-
mies held its 12th Summit
virtually.

BRICS — Brazil, China,
Russia, India, South Africa —
should strongly commit to
improving global health sys-
tems and assisting theWorld
Health Organizationin its ef-
forts to fight the pandemic,
Mauricio Santoro,a professor
on international relations at
the State University of Rio de

Janeiro, told Xinhua news
agency on Wednesday.

The idea behind the cre-
ation of BRICS is that devel-
oping countries will become
increasingly importantto the
world economy, he said.Part-
nerships and dialogues be-
tween the BRICS members
and countries taking part in
the Belt and Road Initiative
for global growth are an-
other prominent aspect of
stepped up cooperation, es-
pecially given the impor-
tance of promoting
multilateralism in both eco-
nomic and social matters,
said the expert.

“All this will be essential

NYC shootings nearly double,
arrests for serious crimes fall

New York,
Shooting incidents in
New York City have nearly
doubled this year, while ar-
rests for major crimes have
decreased, according to the
New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) sources.

“From  January 1
through Sunday (November
15), the city has recorded
1,359 shootings,an increase
of nearly 95 per cent from
the 698 in the same period
last year,” Xinhua news
agency quoted a New York
Times report citing the
NYPD sources as saying on
Wednesday.

“The number of shoot-
ing victims rose to 1,667
from 828," the report said.

Meanwhile, arrests for
major crimes have fallen by
nearly 13 per cent,driven by
drops for every major cat-
egory except burglaries, car
thefts and gun-related
crimes; arrests for crimes in-
volving guns are up nearly
19 per cent this year, it
added.

Meanwhile, the year-
over-year increase in
shootings and murders is
more pronounced than any
in more than two decades,
according to the report.

Murders in the city rose
more than 37 per cent, with
405 reported between
January 1 and Sunday (No-

vember 15), compared with
295 in the same period in
2019, the New York Times
quoted the NYPD sources as
saying. Criminologists, po-
lice and law-enforcement
officials have cited various
factors for the city’s rise in
violent crimes, including a
backlogged court system,
changes to bail laws and a
decrease in the numbers of
arrests, it added.
Addressing the media,

Mayor Bill de Blasio attrib-
uted the rise in shootings
and the drop in arrests to
factors related to the
coronavirus pandemic, cit-
ing the closure of busi-
nesses, schools and houses
of worship as factors that
created a “perfect storm”in
the city.

“A lot of things we de-
pend on to keep people safe
and stable weren't there,”
the Mayor added.

‘Social isolation makes more young
people vulnerable to radicalization’

London,

The impact of Covid-19, social isolation and a rise in

7
to resume the growth one
world economy.”

Alexandre Ganan de
Brites Figueiredo,authorand
director of the Global South
Institute, believes that the
union of efforts and com-
mon interests,which has rep-
resented BRICS from the be-
ginning,is the best answer to
the challenges presented by
the pandemic. The 12th
BRICS Summit is “certainly
another step towards recov-
ery’ although it is also “im-
portant to note that the
BRICS (countries) have al-
ready demonstrated that
they have their own institu-
tional means to help them-
selves overcome the crisis’
said Brites. This year, even
before the summit, the New
Development Bank made a
large loan available to help
the partner countries fight
the pandemic, said the ex-

pert.

The BRICS countries to-
gether represent about 42
percent of the global popu-
lation, 23 per cent of global
GDP,30 per cent of world ter-
ritory and 18 per cent of glo-
bal trade.

FINDING
FREEDOM

/Brazilian Senate passes aid package\

for public transit

Brasilia,

Brazil's Senate has approved a bill to provide 4

billion reals ($755 million) to aid the country’s strug-

gling public transportation sector hit by the ongo-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.

The Senate on Wednesday said that money will
go to cities with more than 200,000 inhabitants to
prevent hikes in fares and modernize transit systems
with electronic tickets and new technologies, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

According to the National Association of Trans-
portation Companies, there was an 80 per cent de-
cline in the number of commuters in the country
due to the pandemic.

More than 32 million people are estimated to
have stopped using public transportation, either
due to becoming unemployed or staying at home
to avoid catching the virus. “There is no doubt that
public transportation in large cities suffered strong
economic impacts from the Covid-19 pandemic,”
Senator Eduardo Gomes, the bill’s rapporteur said.

Theresources may go to private, public or mixed
companies that provide transportation services,
such as bus or subway operators.

States that receive resources from the initiative
will not be able to raise fares.

SL Prez highlights efforts to combat

Covid-19, corruption

Colombo,

In a message marking the completion of his first
year in office as the Sri Lankan President, Gotabaya
Rajapaksa said that his government was ready to
strengthen efforts to fight the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic, as well as corruption and poverty in the
island-nation.

Rajapaksa was sworn in as the eighth President
of Sri Lanka on November 18,2019, two days after
his Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna party in alliance
with the Sri Lanka People’s Freedom Alliance won
the presidential election with a majority of 52.25 per
cent.

In the televised statement on Wednesday,
Rajapaksa said that with the world presently expe-
riencing a second wave of the the pandemic, Sri
Lanka was acting according to a plan.

While successfully containing the spread of the
coronavirus, Sri Lanka’s healthcare sector had been
able to maintain a mortality rate of less than 0.05
per cent of those diagnosed with the disease and
referred for treatment.

He urged the people to adhere to health guide-
lines and fulfil their respective duties as responsible
citizens so as to control the new wave of virus.

Due to arecent resurgence, Sri Lanka’s Covid-19
caseload has increased to 18,402, while the death
toll stood at 69.

Rajapaksa further pledged to eliminate waste
and corruption in the state administration as well
asin all the ministries and government institutions.

Netanyahu threatens more strikes on
in Syria
Tel Aviv,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
threatened to carry out more airstrikes in Syria if Iran
continues to maintain a military presence in the war-
torn country.

“We will not allow Iranian military entrenchment
against us in Syria and we will not tolerate any at-
tempt to attack us from Syrian territory,” Xinhua
news agency quoted Netanyahu as saying in a state-
ment issued by his office on Wednesday hours after
a deadly Israeli airstrike in Syria.

“This morning, the air force attacked significant
Iranian Quds Force targets and Syrian military tar-
gets in Syria,” the Prime Minister said, in a rare ac-
knowledgment of Israeli airstrikes in Syria.

The airstrike was carried out as part of “a clear
policy that | have been leading for years; he noted.

“Whoever tries to attack us or attacks us will bear
the consequences,” Netanyahu warned.

At least 10 Syrian soldiers and pro-government
fighters were killed in airstrikes on Syrian military
sites in the capital Damascus on Wednesday, the UK-
based watchdog Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights reported.

In recent years, Israel has conducted hundreds
of airstrikes against Iranian-linked targets in Syria.

‘The only slowdown’: Biden slams
Trump in town hall with frontline

workers

By Nikhila Natarajan

New York,

In a stark change from Donald Trump’s theat-
rics, US president-elect Joe Biden sat down for a vir-
tual discussion with frontline healthcare workers
drawn from across the country and tore into the
Trump administrations obstruction tactics which are
delaying critical information exchanges essential to
save lives, distribute vaccines and protective stock-
piles during a raging pandemic.

Biden’s remarks come on a day when the US has
crossed 250,000 deaths from the coronavirus.

“Soon we're going to be behind by weeks and
months being able to put together the whole ini-
tiative relating to the biggest promise we have with
two drug companies coming along and finding 95
per cent effectiveness, efficiency in the vaccines,
which is enormous promise,” he said.

“So | just want to tell you that that’s the only
slowdown right now that we have.”

hateful extremism online are creating a “perfect storm’
making more young people vulnerable to radicalization
and other forms of grooming, Britain’s Counter Terrorism
Police (CTP) said.

Between January 1,2019 and June 30,2020, 17 children
have been arrested in relation to terrorism offences and
some were as young as 14 years old, said the police, Xinhua
reported.”In the same time period, more than 1,500 chil-
dren under the age of 15 were referred to the Prevent
programme to help them choose a different path, away
from hatred and violence,”it added.

“We are seeing more young people being drawn to-
wards terrorist activity,”said the head of CounterTerrorism
Policing, Assistant Commissioner Neil Basu.

The ACT Early, a new safeguarding website, provides
advice,guidance and support for anyone who is concerned
that someone they know may be at risk from being
radicalized, he noted.

The Duchess of Sussex, 39, has admitted in documents filed at the High Court
that she provided personal information to the authors of Finding Freedom via a third
party who she knew had been approached by its authors. Meghan's lawyers reveal
that she was concerned about her father Thomas Markle's narrative in the media
(pictured together, right) that she had 'abandoned him' and 'had not even tried to
contact him (which was false) would be repeated'.To prevent any 'further misrepre-
sentation' she admitted that she had communicated the 'true position' of her rela-
tionship with her father to a person who had been approached by the authors, but
insists in the document that she does not know if information was shared. Pictured:
Meghan signing a visitors book in 2018 (left); Prince Harry and Meghan on their wed-
ding day, May 19,2018 (inset).
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Premier League

Colombo,

Big-hittingWest Indies batsman Chris Gayle and
England fast bowler Liam Plunkett will not be fea-
turing in the upcoming inaugural edition of the
Lanka Premier League (LPL).

Gayle and Plunkett were set to join former India
all-rounder Irfan Pathan, Munaf Patel, local icon Kusal
Perera, Sri Lankan T20 specialists Kusal Mendis and
Nuwan Pradeep among others at Kandy Tuskers.

However, Tuskers have now informed that both
Gayle and Plunkett have opted out of the tourna-
ment.”We are sad to announce that Chris Gayle will
not be playing for us in this year’s LPL,”the franchise
had tweeted from their official Twitter handle on
Wednesday. “We are also sad to announce that Liam
Plunkett will also not be playing in this year’s LPL,”
they tweeted onThursday. Tuskers are slated to take
on Colombo Kings in the tournament opener on No-
vember 26.The other three teams participating in
the league are Dambulla Hawks, Galle Gladiators and
Jaffna Stallions.

Medvedev stuns Djokovic to book
last-4 berth at ATP Finals

London,

Daniil Medvedev has guaranteed his place in

the semi-finals at the ongoing ATP Finals as the Rus-

sia fourth seed stunned world number one Novak
Djokovic 6-3,6-3 in their latest encounter.

Medvedev, who lost all three group matches in
last year’s season finale, had claimed his first victory
in the tournament two days ago by beating 2018
champion Alexander Zverev in straight sets, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Facing five-time champion Djokovic in the sec-
ond round in GroupTokyo 1970, the 24-year-old Rus-
sian on Wednesday went unbroken while forcing
the Serbian ace to make mistakes in his own ser-
vice games.

“To be completely honest, | am sure he didn't
play his best today,” said Medvedev.”But it happens
to everybody. | always say the Big Three are the
champions because it happens less for them than
for other players. It is still tough to beat them, even
on their bad days.So | am pleased about the win.”

“He was just better, no question about it,” ad-
mitted Djokovic.”l just struggled to find the right
rhythm for 15 minutes or so.He used it,and then he
held his serve all the way till the end.|

Max 6 officials for each delegation
allowed at Tokyo Games opening

ceremony

Tokyo,

The International Olympic Committee has seta
limit of six officials to be allowed to participate in
the Parade of Nations at the opening ceremony of
the postponed Tokyo Olympic Games, I0C’s Tokyo
Olympic Games Coordination Commission chair-
man John Coates has said.

Coates, who attended a project review with the
Tokyo 2020 organisers and the IPC on Wednesday,
said that athletes’number at the opening ceremony
will not be cut, reports Xinhua news agency.

“We don't want to change the tradition that all
athletes have the opportunity to parade at the
opening ceremony,” Coates told reporters at a press
conference.

The athletes’ places are usually filled by officials
from their national Olympic committees if they
choose to focus on their preparation for their com-
petitions, but next year this will not happen.

“The IOC Executive Board has already discussed
this and we won't allow it this time,” Coates said.” This
will increase the problem at the ceremony.”

“We want to see the athletes from all 206 del-
egations and the refugee team in the opening cer-
emony ...The number of officials is limited to six.”

Aus coach Langer backs
Richardson’s decision to pull out of

series

Sydney,

Australia national cricket team coach Justin

Langer has praised pace bowler Kane Richardson’s

decision to withdraw from the upcoming limited-

overs series against India and spend time with his
family and newborn son.

“When we talk about family and looking after
each other and in this case with Kane, he has made
a very courageous decision to not play this series
and be with his family,” Langer was quoted as say-
ing by Channel Nine.Cricket Australia replaced him
with pace bowler Andrew Tye for the series which
includes three ODIs and three T20 Internationals.”It
was a difficult decision for Kane to make but one
which has the complete support of the selectors and
the entire playing squad,” CA national selector
Trevor Hohns had said on Wednesday.

Lamichhane to play for Hobart

Hurricanes in BBL 10

Hobart,
Nepal leg-spinner Sandeep Lamichhane will
have a new Big Bash home this season as he has
signed with the Hobart Hurricanes for the upcom-
ing BBL edition. The 20-year-old burst onto the ra-
dar of Australian cricket fans when he made his Big
Bash League debut for the Melbourne Stars back in
season 8.In his previous two seasons of BBL cricket,
he taken 26 wickets at an average of 19.80 in the 20
matches he’s played.

“lam humbled and honoured to join the Hobart
Hurricanes family for BBL 10.1 have always got a lot
of love and support in Australia, and the premium
quality of competition in Big Bash is exciting.| can't
wait to play at the Blundstone Arena,” said
Lamichhane. Hurricanes head coach Adam Griffith
added that Lamichhane had the potential to add
the x-factor to his side’s bowling attack.

Aus vs Ind: Langer insists on playing

Burns despite calls to play Pucovski

Sydney,

Despite there being calls to let 22-year-old Will
Pucovski debut in the first Test against India in the
upcoming four-match series, Australian head coach
Justin Langer has reiterated that he would want
continue opening the batting with senior batsman
Joe Burns.

Former Australia captain Mark Taylor had said
that Australia should now try Pucovski at the top
and look to the future by cultivating the youngster.
But Langer disagrees.

“We can't underestimate the stability in the
team, we are the number one ranked team in the
world. A lot of that has to do with the partnership
between David Warner and Joe Burns,” he was
quoted as saying by Channel Nine.Pucovski, who is
among the five uncapped players named in the 17-
man squad for the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, has
made a strong case for selection in the playing XI
with back-to-back double centuries for Victoria in
the Sheffield Shield.Right-handed Queensland bats-
man Burns, however, has had a highest of just 29 in

!ns five innings this season.

/ Gayle, Plunkett pull out of Lanka \

Lionel Messi has given his strongest indication since his turbulent summer that he still wants to sensationally quit
Barcelona, insisting 'I'm tired of always being the problem for everything' at the club. After touching down in Barcelona
following his international duties with Argentina, wantaway star Messi was mobbed by media at the airport about
his delicate situation at the Nou Camp. Messi, who also complained about being held up by tax inspectors following
his 15-hour flight, was asked about the stinging comments from Antoine Griezmann's former agent Eric Olhats - who
claimed the Argentine has a 'deplorable attitude' and has overseen a 'regime of terror' at the Nou Camp.

We have opportunity to create
history in Tokyo, says Sushila Chanu

Bengaluru,
Sushila Chanu
Pukhrambam, experienced
midfielder in the Indian
women'’s hockey team, is no
stranger to the Olympic
Games, having captained
the side that took partat the
2016 Rio Olympics.

The 28-year-old has re-
mained a consistent per-
former with the team,and is
hopeful she will have the
opportunity to represent
the tricolor in Tokyo next
year.

“It has been a strange
year for everyone. As a
player of the national team,
| have always been used to
a fast-paced environment,
where we play match after
match, without getting
much time to ponder over
things,” said Sushila.

“However, now that
we've had so much time on
our hands, I've been able to
look back on a lot of things,
and also prepare for the
next phase of my career.We
have the opportunity to cre-

ate history by not just play-
ing in consecutive Olympics
for the first time, but also by
making it to the podium,”
she added.

Having played more
than 180 matches for the
national side, Sushila is one
of the most experienced
playersin the currentIndian
set-up, and she believes
that sharing her insights
with the youngsters is what
keeps her going.

“Obviously when you
get to this stage when
you've played more min-
utes than most of your
teammates, you tend to feel
a sense of added responsi-
bility.l have always enjoyed
working with younger play-
ers who are eager to learn.
With my knowledge and ex-
perience of the game, | feel
| can contribute to the
team’s success not just on
the field, but also off it, by
making sure | am there to
guide the youth and help-
ing them progress in their
careers,”said the midfielder.

Having last played com-
petitive hockey backin Feb-
ruary 2020, when the team
toured New Zealand,
Sushila believes it is impor-
tant for her team to keep
their firm focus on next
year’s Tokyo Olympics.

“Like the rest of the
sporting fraternity, we are
also hopeful that the Tokyo
Olympics will take place
nextyear.

Itis the biggest tourna-
ment for all of us, and we
have been working hard for
the past four years to make
sure we can achieve our
goals when the tourna-
ment happens,” said
Sushila.”Certainly, there are
challenges involved when
it comes to keeping our-
selves in top form, but our
coaching staff has ensured
that we are more focused
than ever and are keeping
ourselves in the best shape
and rhythm to get back to
competitive hockey when-
ever circumstances allow,”
she added.

Hazlewood wants D/N Test at
Adelaide, says hold it later

Sydney,
Australia pace bowler
Josh Hazlewood wants
Adelaide to host the day-
night Test later in the series
if next month’s scheduled
first Test is not hosted at the
venue due to the
coronavirus outbreak in
South Australia.
Hazlewood says no
other Australian ground is
as well suited to the day-

night concept as the
Adelaide Oval.
“The curator has got the

most opportunities to work
on those wickets, having
had so many pink-ball
games at Adelaide. | think it
could be Melbourne or
Brisbane with the red ball
early in the summer, for the

first Test, and then we can
head back to Adelaide later
in the summer,” the right-
arm fast bowler told Chan-
nel Nine.

Adelaide Oval has
hosted five of the eight day-
night Tests held in Australia.
Hazlewood has been ex-
tremely successful at the
venue with the pink ball,
picking 22 wickets in four
Testsatanaverage of 21.The
29-year-old had onWednes-
day also said that strict quar-
antine measures may force
players to pull out of over-
seas trips. His comments
came after Australian pace
bowler Kane Richardson on
Wednesday pulled out of
the limited-overs series
against Indiaforcing Cricket

Australia (CA) to replace him
with Andrew Tye.

“These two weeks are
the hardest coming back
from an overseas tour. That
will weigh on a few guys’de-
cisions if we are touring
overseas and this is still what
has to happen when you
have to return,” Hazlewood
was quoted as saying by the
Sydney Morning Herald.

“I'think bubble lifeis a lot
easier than quarantine.
There are a few things you
can get out to do and play-
ing cricket as well — that is
a huge bonus. It is different
for everyone. If you had to
keep doing these two-week
stints every time we come
back that makes it a difficult
choice for each individual.”

Dying to make a mark in upcoming
I-League, says striker Sumeet Passi

New Delhi,
Striker Sumeet Passi,
who made his India debut
back in 2016, is hungry to
‘make a mark'in the upcom-
ing I-League season and re-
turn to the senior national
team fold as he dons the
RoundGlass Punjab FC
colours.

“Playing for the national
teamis a matter ofimmense
pride and making my India
debut was a dream come
true. | am dying to make a
mark this season and get a
place again in the senior
team. | will do my best and
give my all in terms of hard
work. | want to score many
goals and win matches for
my team,” Passi told i-
league.org.

With the new season set
to kick off on January 9 next

year, the side from Punjab
began training earlier this
month in Kolkata under
head coach Curtis Fleming.
The forward stated that with
the action resuming after a
long gap due to the
lockdown, he is looking
ahead and has set his sights
on going all the way and lift-
ing the I-League trophy.
“Training with my new
team has been fantasticand
our preparation is in full
swing. RoundGlass Punjab
have a very professional set-
up and that’s why | was keen
on signing with them.l want
to win the league with the
team and after this long
break, the matches can't
come soon enough for us. |
am really looking forward to
the action,”Passi said.
“Football has returned

ISRAEL 1-0 SCOTLAND - CRAIG HOPE:Scotland felt on top of the world a week ago
after qualification for Euro 2020.But the reality of successive Nations League defeats is
that theirWorld Cup hopes have taken a battering.Steve Clarke's side only had to beat
one of Slovakia or Israel to win their group and so increase their chances of a play-off
place ahead of Qatar 2022.But a pair of 1-0 defeats means they miss out on promotion
to the top tier of the Nations League, and that would have been some achievement
considering they started in Pool C two years ago.

afteralong gap anditseems
like forever since we last
played.| feel very lucky that
the Hero I-League is being
conducted under these
challenging circumstances
and it's great for us players
that we don't end up losing
a precious season in our ca-
reers. | would like to thank
everyone who is making
this possible,” the 26-year-
old added.Among the com-
peting sides this season will
be the AIFF's developmental
team Indian Arrows, which is
where Passi also made his
first foray into senior foot-
ball seven years ago and it
played a ‘fundamental role’
in shaping his career.

“My experience with the
Indian Arrows was funda-
mental in shaping me as a
professional.

S part

decision to pull out of series

Sydney,

Australia’s national cricket team coach Justin Langer
has praised fast bowler Kane Richardsons decision to with-
draw from the upcoming limited-overs series against In-
dia and spend time with his family and newborn son.

“When we talk about family and looking after each
other and in this case with Kane, he has made a very cou-
rageous decision to not play this series and be with his fam-
ily,” Langer was quoted as saying by Channel Nine.

Cricket Australia replaced him with pace bowler An-
drewTye for the series which includes three ODIs and three
T20 Internationals starting November 27.

“It was a difficult decision for Kane to make but one
which has the complete support of the selectors and the
entire playing squad,” CA national selector Trevor Hohns

said on Wednesday.

“Kane wanted to remain in Adelaide with Nyki and their
newborn son.We will always support our players and their
families; even more so given the challenging environment
we are in.We will miss what he brings to the team but com-
pletely understand and support his decision,” he added.

2020 has taught me importance of

beingB mentally stron

engaluru,
Goalkeeper Suraj
Karkera had decided to stay
back at the Sports Authority
of India (SAIl) facility in
Bengaluru when the Indian
men and women’s hockey
core probable groups, in
June,were allowed to take a
break to be with their fami-
lies after a series of nation-
wide lockdowns.

He made the decision as
Covid-19 cases were high in
Mumbai and instead of go-
ing to his parent’s house,
Karkera spent most days in
his room at the SAI facility,
reading books and watch-
ing matches from previous
years.

Unfortunately for
Karkera, when his team-
mates returned to camp in
August after a six-week
break, he was admitted in
the city hospital due to den-
gue.

“This year has been an
absolute roller coaster ride.
I had decided to stay backin
SAl because | felt travelling
to Mumbai was not safe for
me as it had too many cases
of Covid-19. But as fate
would have it, | got dengue
just when we were getting
together to restart the
camp. It has since been a
steady road to recovery and
full fitness,” said the young
goalkeeper.

Karkera,who was part of

T

the IAdian team tha
bronze in the 2017 Hockey
World League Final and was
part of the team that wit-
nessed Asia Cup success in
Dhaka in 2017 as well, feels
fortunate to have had the
support of the coaching
staff all through this period.

“When Iwas alonein the
hostel, | was constantly
checked on by our chief
coach and scientific advisor.
It has not been easy for
them either to have not
seen their families back

SA cricketer tests
positive for
Covid-19 ahead
of England series

Johannesburg,
A South Africa crick-
eter has tested positive
for novel coronavirus
ahead of the upcoming
limited-overs series
against England.
According to Cricket
South Africa, the player,
whose identity has not
been revealed, and two
other “close contacts
based on the risk assess-
ment undertaken by the
medical team”haveallin
CapeTown.All three, atic
and will be monitored
closely by CSA's medical
team closely, a CSA re-
lease stated.

Frank Lampard knew Chelsea's summer spending of £250million would be used as
'a stick to beat him with', as he put it himself. Game No 2 of the season and Jurgen
Klopp was already making pointed remarks about the Blues' transfer window. 'You can-
not bring in the 11 best players in the world and just hope a week later they play the
best football,' the Liverpool boss said. He's right of course. Chelsea haven't suddenly
turned into the best team in Europe, or even England. After eight league games,
Lampard's side are only one point better off than they were this time last season.

, Says Karkera

me for more than ten
months now, so there used
to be a lot of talks about be-
ing resilientand at times, we
would also talk about
Graham'’s playing days,” he
said.

“He has a lot of interest-
ing stories to share with us,
and they are all quite inspir-
ing.l personally feel this year
has taught us a lot in terms
of ‘anything can happen in
life’and we need to be men-
tally strong to face it.”

And now, Karkera’s pri-
mary focus is to make the
most of his time with senior
stalwarts like PR Sreejesh, SV
Sunil, Akashdeep Singh,
Manpreet Singh among
other players to hone his
skills as a goalkeeper.

“| feel fortunate to have
been in the national coach-
ing camp with stalwart play-
ers including someone like
Sardar Singh who had so
much experience,” Karkera
said.

“Now with senior play-
ers like Sreejesh, Manpreet,
Sunil, Akashdeep etc
around, there is a lot that |
learn from them. They are
constantly guiding me on
the field and off it. My focus
now is to improve my skill,
footwork and timing to be
ready for the next assign-
ment and be in the reckon-
ing for team selection,” he
added.—IANS

‘An apartment each for Karachi
Kings' players after PSL title win'’

Karachi,

The players of Karachi
Kings,who won the fifth edi-
tion of the recently-con-
cluded Pakistan Super
League (PSL), has each been
awarded a flat by the fran-
chise owner, as per a Paki-
stani journalist On Tuesday
evening, Karachi Kings de-
feated Lahore Qalandars by
five wickets in the summit
clash at the National Sta-
dium to win their maiden
PSL title.Kings chased down
the target of 135 riding on
Babar Azam’s unbeaten 49-
ball 63.Following this, Kings
owner Salman Igbal pre-
sented an apartment in his
real estate development
project to each of the crick-
eters of the team.The same
was revealed by a Pakistan
journalist Omar R Quraishi.
“Karachi Kings owner
Salman Igbal awards an
apartment to each player in
the PSL-winning Karachi
Kings team - in his real es-
tate development project
with DHA called ARY La-
guna,” Quraishi said in a
tweet on Wednesday. It
should be remembered that
Indian cricket team players,
under Sourav Ganguly's
captaincy, were each given
a flat after the 2003 World
Cup where they emerged as
runners-up. After the sum-
mit clash, Karachi Kings cap-
tain Imad Wasim had hailed
the contribution of the late
Dean Jones to the

franchise’s title win. Jones,
who died suddenly in
Mumbai, where he had
been working as a broad-
caster for the IPL, following
a cardiac arrest in Septem-
ber,was appointed as Kings'
coach ahead of the fifth PSL
edition in March, which was
abandoned immediately be-
fore the playoff stage due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.”Dean

Jones, of course, gets credit
because what he taught us,
very few coaches in the world
can,” Imad had said at the
post-match presentation cer-
emony. “Wasim Akram, of
course, deserves the trophy
because he was our bowling
coach, head coach, mentor
and team president rolled in
one.lt's an honour to captain
this franchise,” he added

PARAMOUNT COSMETICS (INDIA) LIMITED

Regd. office: A-1/2211, Il Phase, G.I.D.C, Vapi, Gujarat-396195
Corp. Off: 902-904,9th Floor, Prestige Meridian — 1, 29, M.G. Road, Bangalore — 560001
Ph No: 080-25320870/71;, Email:compliance.officer@parammount.com
CIN No: L24240GJ1985PLC008282;

NOTICE OF BOARD MEETING

Notice is hereby given, in pursuant to Regulation 29 read with

Regulation 47 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India

(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,

2015, that the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Company

will be held on Monday, November 23, 2020 at 2:00 P.M. at its

Corporate Office at 902-904, 9th Floor, Prestige Meridian-1, 29,

M.G. Road, Bangalore-560001, inter alia to:

a) consider and approve the draft Directors Report along with
Corporate Governance Report, Management Discussions &
Analysis Report of the Company for FY 2019-20 ended as on
March 31, 2020;

b) fix the record date and date for closing register of members
and register of share transfers, in order to determine list of
eligible shareholders on said record date for e-voting/ remote
e-voting purpose for 35th Annual General Meeting (AGM);

c) approve draft notice of 35th AGM for FY 2019-20 ended as
on March 31, 2020; and

d) such other business agendas as discussed by the Board of
Directors and

e) any other items with the permission of the Chair.

By order of the Board of Directors

For Paramount Cosmetics (India) Limited
Sd/-

Santosh Shah

Place: Bangalore A .
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Date: 17.11.2020
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Gujarat Pollution Control Board

ﬁ Paryavaran Bhavan, Sector 10 A, Gandhinagar 382 010
Tel : 079-23232152 Fax 079-23222784,
www.gpcb.gujarat.gov.in

Public Notice

It is hereby informed that as per the Minister of Environment, Forests &
Climate Change, Government of India, New Delhi vide its Notification No.
S.0. 1533 dated September 14, 2006, Public Hearing has been fixed of M/
s Atul Ltd for Proposed expansion of Captive Power Plant -- 56 MW to
106 MW, at Survey No. 5, 6, 29, 30, 33 to 38, 80, 81, 84, 85, 91, 96 to 105,
108, 112 to 117, 142, 144 to 148, 274, 275to 276, Village: Atul-396020, Ta
& Dist. Valsad. Covered under project category “B” as mentioned in their
request application.

All local affected persons of the project are requested to remain present
in the public hearing or send their response in writing to Member Secretary,
Gujarat Pollution Control Board before the hearing date.

Other concerned persons having a plausible stake in environment as-
pects of the project or activity can submit their responses to Member Secre-
tary, GPCB ins writing before the hearing date.

It may be noted that, draft Environmental Impact Assessment report and
the Executive Summary of Environment Impact Assessment Report of the
project has been sent to the following authorities or offices to make it avail-
able for inspection to the public during normal office hours, till the Public

Hearing is over.
1.
2.

3. District Industry Centre, Valsad.

4. Taluka Development office, Ta. Valsad, Dist. Valsad.

5. Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (C), Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests & Climate Change, Gol, Regional office (West Zone),
Kendriya Paryavaran Bhavan, E-5,Area Colony, Link Road 3, Revisankar
Nagar, Bhopal 462 016.

6. Regional Office, Gujarat Pollution Control Board, Vapi,

her representative not below the rank of an Additional District Magistrate
shall supervise and preside over the entire public hearing process.

Venue: at Gram Panchayat Hall, Village, Atul, Dist. Valsad.

cerned are hereby informed to follow Government guidelines regard-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.

The District Collector Office, Valsad.
District Development Office, Valsad.

Shed No. C-5/124, Vapi GIDC, Near Hotel Pritam, Vapi 396 195, Dist:
Valsad.
The District Magistrate/District Collector/ Deputy Commissioner or his/

The Public Hearing is scheduled to be held on 01.01.2021 at 11.30 hrs,

Considering the present situation of pandemic of Covid-19 all con-

A.V. Shah
Member Secretary

Place : Gandhinagar

Date:13/11/2020 INF/valsad/457

PARAMOUNT

- PARAMOUNT COSMETICS (1) LTD

REGD. OFFICE :- 2211, A-1, Il PHASE , GIDC, VAPI - 396195 - GUJARAT
CIN: L24240GJ1985PLC008282

Corporate Office: #902 — 904, Prestige Meridian — I, 9th Floor, 29, M. G. Road, Bangalore — 560001

STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND
HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

to reduce cancer risk: Stud

New York,
It seems like we have
now one more reason to
take vitamin D supplements
as researchers have found
that vitamin D was associ-
ated with an overall 17 per
cent risk reduction for ad-
vanced cancer.

When the research team
looked at only participants
with a normal body mass
index (BMI), they found a 38
per cent risk reduction, sug-
gesting that body mass may
influence the relationship
between vitamin D and de-
creased risk of advanced
cancer.

“The findings suggest
that vitamin D may reduce
the risk of developing ad-
vanced cancers,” said study
author Paulette Chandler
from the Brigham and
Women's Hospital in the US.

“Vitamin D is a supple-
ment that’s readily available,

cheap and has been used
and studied for decades.
Our findings, especially the
strong risk reduction seen,”
Chandler added.

The researchers con-
ducted the Vitamin D and
Omega-3Trial (VITAL) study,
which was a rigorous, pla-
cebo-controlled study that
took place over a span of
more than five years.

VITAL study was de-
signed to test the indepen-
dent effects of vitamin D
and Omega-3 supplements
as well as to test for synergy
between the two.

Participants were di-
vided into four groups: vita-
min D plus Omega-3s, vita-
min D plus placebo,Omega-
3s plus placebo, and place-
bos for both. Primary end-
points were major adverse
cardiovascular events and
the incidence of cancer.

VITAL did not find a sta-

tistical difference in dVerall
cancer rates,but researchers
did observe a reduction in
the cancer-related deaths.

In their secondary analy-
sis, the research team fol-
lowed up on the possible
reduction in cancer deaths
with an evaluation of ad-
vanced (metastatic or fatal)
cancer among participants
who did or did not take vi-
tamin D supplements dur-
ing the trial.

They also examined the
possible modifying effect of
BMI.

Among the more than
25,000 participants in the
VITAL study, 1,617 were di-
agnosed with invasive can-
cer over the next five years.

This included a broad
mix of cancers (breast, pros-
tate, colorectal, lung and
more).Of the almost 13,000
participants who received
vitamin.

New Microsoft programme to
nurture health tech startups in India

New Delhi,

Microsoft on Thursday
launched a dedicated
programme to help
healthtech startups flourish
in India, as the pandemic
impacts every aspect of the
healthcare system in the
country.Microsoft informed
thatit has collaborated with
startup incubator Social Al-

CHANGE OF NAME

| have changed my name from
SHAIKH MOHAMMED
SAJEED MOHAMMED
SALIM to new name
MOHAMMED SAJID
MOHAMMAD SALIM SHAIKH
Add.: 3, Mubin Duplex, Javed
Park, Opp. Prachina Society,
Juhapura-380055
JO36

WESTERN RAILWAY
WORK OF FERERE ROB
Divisional Railway Manager (WA),
Western Railway,6th floor, Engg.
Deptt., Mumbai Central, Mumbai - 400
008. Invites E- Tender Notice No.
BCT/20-21/271 dtd. 16-11-2020 Work
and location: Charni Road - Grant
Road:- Strengthening of return wall of
approaches etc. and raising of
approaches of Road Over Bridge at
km 3/9-10 (Ferere ROB) Approx. cost
of work in ¥ : 5,63,44,376.67 EMD
3 4,31,700.00 Date & Time of
submission: On 08-12-2020 till 15.00
hrs. Date & Time of opening: on
08-12-2020 at 15.30 hrs. Regarding
more details about above tenders please
visit www.ireps.gov.in Manual offers
will notbe considered. 0440

Like us on: I3 facebook.com/WesternRly

pha to accelerate the
growth of participating
startups.“Technology inno-
vation with advanced data
and analytics capabilities is
a critical enabler as we build
trusted and reliable solu-
tions at scale.The Microsoft
for Healthtech Startups
programme deepens our
focus on specific industries
and is aimed to accelerate
the growth journeys of
startups with the best tech
enablement and business
resources,”  explained
Sangeeta Bavi, Director-
Startup Ecosystem,
Microsoft India. The
programme aims to help

entrepreneurs with techni-
cal support as well as re-
sources for co-selling and
co-building tech tools to
achieve better outcomes
across healthcare.A The
Microsoft Cloud for
Healthcare unlocks the
power of Microsoft Azure,
Microsoft 365, Microsoft
Dynamics 365, and
Microsoft Power Platform,
and enables startups to ac-
cess a portfolio of released
and new healthcare capa-
bilities tailored to the
unique requirements of
health data in the cloud, the
company said.

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF VARIOUS BRIDGES

e-Tender Notice No. 03 of 2020-21 dated

:12.11.2020

Sr.| e-Tender N £ K Approximate EMD

No No. ame of wor NIT Cost %) | Cost )
DYCE-BR-ADI-{Zone work for schedule a -

o1 004-2020-21 |maintenance and minor repair of 82,50,195.92/ 65,000/

various bridges and ROB's under the jurisdiction of Senior Section Engineer
(Bridge) Ahmedabad of Ahmedabad Division.

(Bridge) Rajkot of Rajkot Division.

02 DYCE-BR-ADI-{Zone work for schedule
005-2020-21 |maintenance and minor repair of

various bridges and ROB's under the jurisdiction of Senior Section Engineer

32,74,495.58/- | 65,500/-

(Bridge) Bhavnagar of Bhavnagar Division.

03 DYCE-BR-ADI-(Zone work-1 for schedule
006-2020-21 [maintenance and minor repair of

various bridges and ROB's under the jurisdiction of Senior Section Engineer

21,59,165.78/- | 43,200/~

Junagadh of Bhavnagar Division.

04 DYCE-BR-ADI-{Zone work-2 for schedule
007-2020-21 |maintenance and minor repair of|

various bridges and ROB's under the jurisdiction of Junior Engineer (Bridge)

41,700/-

20,84,775.77/- |

Closing date and time of e-tender: 15-12-2020 at 15:00 Hrs. Address of the Office:
Deputy Chief Engineer (Bridge) Ahmedabad, Opp. Sabarmati MG Railway Station,
Sabarmati, Ahmedabad, Gujarat-380 005 Website for participating e-tender:

Www.ireps.gov.in

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:EF twitter.com/WesternRly

ADI-145

Gujarat Pollution Control Board

ﬁ Paryavaran Bhavan, Sector 10 A, Gandhinagar 382 010
Tel : 079-23232152 Fax 079-23222784,
www.gpcb.gujarat.gov.in

Public Notice

It is hereby informed that as per the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Cli-

(All amounts in Indian Rupees, unless otherwise stated) Rs. In Lakhs
Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year
Sr Particulars Ended
' 30-Sep-20[30-June-20| 30-Sep-19 | 30-Sep-20 [ 30-Sep-19 [31-Mar-20
Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
1 |Revenue from operations 422.87 120.30 533.30 543.17| 1,474.60 | 2,417.95
Other Income (0.96) 4.74 1.68 3.78 1.58 3.81
Total Revenue (A + B) 421.91 125.04 534.98 546.95| 1,476.18 | 2,421.76
2 |Expenses:
Cost of raw material consumed 77.23 29.11| 200.11 106.34 331.02 433.08
Purchases of stock-in-trade 53.79 53.79
Changes of inventories 25.09 -14.05 -140.1 11.04 237.58 184.62
Employee benefits expense 103.84 70.74| 141.03 174.58 281.12 494.55
Finance costs 48.49 42,72 60.23 91.21 120.18 225.22
Depreciation and
amortization expense 27.39 25.62 28.25 53.01 57.72 124.67
Other expenses 149.16 66.19| 220.49 215.35| 421.78 914.12
Total — Expenses 484.99 220.33| 510.01 705.32| 1,449.40 | 2,376.26
3 |Profit before tax (C - D) (63.08) | (95.29) 24.97 | (158.37) 26.77 45.49
4 | Tax expense
Less : Current Tax 42.05 42.05 61.07
Current tax related
to current year 9.61 14.97
Current tax related to
Prior period 32.45 46.74
Less : Deferred Tax (11.40)| (23.72)| (32.77) (35.12)| (32.77) (4.44)
5 | Profit for the period (E-F) (51.68)| (71.57) 15.69 | (123.25) 17.49 (11.77)
6 [Other comprehensive
income ( Net of Tax) items
that will not be reclassified
subsequently to Profit or Loss 4.34
Total Other Comprehensive
Income (Net of Tax) 4.34
7 |Total comprehensive
income for the period (51.68)| (71.57) 15.69 | (123.25) 17.49 (7.43)
8 |Earning per equity share of
Rs 10 each: 485.50| 485.50| 485.50 485.50 485.50 485.50
- Basic (2.54) (1.96) 0.32 (2.54) 0.36 (0.24)
- Diluted (2.54) (1.96) 0.32 (2.54) 0.36 (0.24)

@0 ~N o

Place : Bangalore
Date

NOTES TO UNAUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED

ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
The unaudited Standalone Financial results have been reviewed and recommended by the audit committee at its meet-
ing held on November 18, 2020 and approved by the Board of Directors at its board meeting held on November 18, 2020.
The requirement of AS-17th “Segment Reporting” is not applicable to the Company as it is engaged in single business
segment.
The above unaudited Standalone Financial results have been prepared in accordance with the guidelines issued by the
accounting standards as issued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and the Indian Accounting
Standards (Ind AS) prescribed under section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013.
"The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic globally and In India is causing significant disturbance and slowdown of economic
activities. COVID-19 has caused interruption in production, supply chain disruption, on availability of manpower, etc.,
during the last week of March 2020 and thereafter. The management of the company has exercised due care in conclud-
ing significant accounting judgments and estimates in preparation of the financial results. In assessing recoverability of
trade receivables, the company has considered subsequent recoveries, past trends, credit risk profiles of the customers
and internal and external information available up to the date of issuance of these financial results. However, due to
COVID-19 pandemic, the company could not obtain balance confirmation from its receivables. In assessing the recover-
ability of inventories, the company has considered the latest selling prices, customer orders on hand and margins. Based
on the above assessment, the company is of the view that the carrying amounts of trade receivables and inventories are
expected to be realizable to the extent shown in the financial results. Impact of COVID-19 is highly uncertain and may be
different from the estimates as at the date of approval of these financial results and the company will continue to closely
monitor any material changes in future economic conditions. “Further, the company has resumed its manufacturing
operations at its plant at Shoolagiri, Tamil Nadu and it has started operating with the normal capacity from August 2020.
The company’s management has made initial assessment of likely adverse impact on the business and financial risk and
believes that impact is likely to be short term in nature. The management does not see any medium to long term risk in
the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern and meeting its liabilities as and when they fall due."
The financial results for the quarter and half year ended September 30, 2020 has been affected due to COVID-19
pandemic. The management expects better profitability will be made in subsequent quarters for the financial year 2020-
2021 from business operations and therefore no adjustments are required to be made in carrying value of the inventories
as at September 30, 2020 which is being carried forward from March 31, 2020. The auditors have relied upon and
accepted the assumptions end explanations provided by the management.
Previous period’s figures have been regrouped/re-classified wherever necessary to make the same comparable.
The company is not having any subsidiary, associate or joint venture; therefore, it has prepared only standalone results.
Pursuant to the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019 issued on September 20, 2019, corporate assesses have
been given the option to apply lower income tax rate with effect from April 01 2019, subject to certain conditions specified
therein. The Company has carried out an evaluation and based on its forecasted profits, believes it will not be beneficial
for the Company to choose the lower tax rate option in the near future. Accordingly, no effect in this regard has been
considered in measurement of tax expense for the half year and year ended March 31, 2020. Management, however, will
continue to review its profitability forecast at regular intervals and make necessary adjustments to tax expense when
there is reasonable certainty to avail the beneficial (lower) rate of tax.
As per requirements of regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India, the company is required to publish
standalone unaudited financial results. Investors can view the standalone unaudited financial results of the company for
the quarter and half year ended on September 30, 2020 on the Company’s website www.parammount.com or on
www.bseindia.com, the website of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

For Paramount Cosmetics (India) Ltd
Sd/-

Hiitesh Topiiwaalla

Managing Director

: 18.11.2020 DIN : 01603345

mate Change, Government of India, New Delhi vide its Notification No. S.O.

1533 dated September 14, 2006, Public Hearing has been fixed of M/s Atul Ltd

for Proposed expansion of Existing Production Plant and Addition of New

Products -- (A) Dyes - 1884.13 MT/Month to 11170.13 MT/Month. (B) Chlor-

Alkali - 7500 MT/Month to 28633.29 MT/Month. (C) Pesticides Tech - 2915.28

MT/Month to 14285.87 MT/Month (D) Bulk Drug and Pharmaceuticals --

350.6 MT/Month to 2329.6 MT/Month, (E) Resins -- 3432.57 MT/Month to

20432.58 MT/Month, (F) Other Chemicals : (Dry basis- 22094.267 MT/Month

t0 62611.127 MT/Month) and (Wet basis - 23094.267 MT/Month to 65411.127

MT/Month), (G) Flavors & Fragrances - 733.3 MT/Month to 7233.3 MT/Month

and (H) Co Products - 417 MT/Month to 420 MT/Month (Dry basis- 39327.15

MT/Month to 149915.887 MT/Month), at Survey No. 5, 6, 29, 30, 33 to 38, 80,

81, 84, 85,91, 96t0 105, 112 to 117, 142, 144 to 148, 274, 275 to 276, Village:

Atul; -396020, Ta & Dist Valsad, Covered under project category “A” as men-

tioned in their request application.

All local affected persons of the project are requested to remain present
in the public hearing or send their response in writing to Member Secre-
tary, Gujarat Pollution Control Board before the hearing date.

Other concerned persons having a plausible stake in environment as-
pects of the project or activity can submit their responses to Member Sec-
retary, GPCB ins writing before the hearing date.

It may be noted that, draft Environmental Impact Assessment report
and the Executive Summary of Environment Impact Assessment Report of
the project has been sent to the following authorities or offices to make it
available for inspection to the public during normal office hours, till the
Public Hearing is over.

1. The District Collector Office, Valsad.

2. District Development Office, Valsad.

3. District Industry Centre, Valsad.

4. Taluka Development office, Ta. Valsad, Dist. Valsad.

5. Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (C), Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests & Climate Change, Gol, Regional office (West Zone),
Kendriya Paryavaran Bhavan, E-5, Area Colony, Link Road 3,
Revisankar Nagar, Bhopal 462 016.

6. Regional Office, Gujarat Pollution Control Board, Vapi,

Shed No. C-5/124, Vapi GIDC, Near Hotel Pritam, Vapi 396 195, Dist:
Valsad.

The District Magistrate/District Collector, Deputy Commissioner or his/
her representative not below the rank of an Additional District Magistrate
shall supervise and preside over the entire public hearing process.

The Public Hearing is scheduled to be held on 01.01.2021 at 15.00
hrs, Venue: at Gram Panchayat Hall, Village, Atul, Dist. Valsad.

Considering the present situation of pandemic of Covid-19 all concerned
are hereby informed to follow Government guiltiness regarding Covid-19
pandemic.

A.V. Shah

Place : Gandhinagar Member Secretary

Date:13/11/2020 INF/valsad/458

Qualcomm mobile Esports initiative

in India with Rs 50 lakh price money

New Delhi,

Global chipmaker Qualcomm on Thursday an-

nounced the launch of its first-ever mobile Esports
programme called Snapdragon Conquest in India.

The tournament kicks off with’Snapdragon Con-
quest:Free fire Open 2020, with a prize pool of Rs 50
lakh and there is no entry or registration fee charged
for participating in the tournament, the company
said in a statement.

“The smartphone,as much as the internet, is turn-
ing to be a key driver for online gaming, with a large
percentage of the gamers in India opting for the
smartphone as their gaming device of choice due to
the flexibility it offers for anytime - anywhere us-
age,” the company added.

According to the company, as a world leader in
wireless technology innovation and a pioneer in mo-
bile gaming, the chipmaker is taking its expertise in
delivering superior gaming experiences directly to
gamers through this tournament. The official game
title for this season is Garena’Free Fire'- a skill-based
battle royale game where four-player teams battle
against each other strategically utilizing in-game re-
sources to win. Snapdragon Conquest is expected
to encompass multiple events throughout the year,
enabling competitive gaming across multiple game
titles and is designed to engage mobile gamers
across all segments and levels of proficiency.

New WhatsApp feature to allow users

to mute videos before sending

New Delhi,

Instant messaging app WhatsApp is reportedly

working on a new feature that would let users mute

their videos before posting those to their friends and
family members or putting them up as status.

As spotted by WABetalnfo, a website that tracks
WhatsApp, the Facebook-owned company is now
developing a mute video feature and it has appeared
on a beta update. In the screenshot shared by the
WhatsApp features tracker, one can see the option
of muting the video along with the trimming option.

“After enabling Advanced Wallpaper features and
Disappearing messages, WhatsApp is working on
new features now.The next feature, available in a fu-
ture update, will allow muting videos before send-
ing to contact or your status updates,” a report by
WABetalnfo read. WhatsApp has also started rolling
out advanced wallpaper features to more users. This
feature lets users set a different wallpaper for each
chat.You can choose to set one wallpaper for all chats
on WhatsApp, or manually select a different one for
each chat.

Amazon adds Hindi support for Alexa
on Fire TV
New Delhi,

Amazon on Thursday announced that it is now
adding Hindi as new language support for Alexa on
Fire TV. The experience includes Hindi interactions
for Alexa on Fire TV, local knowledge, information,
hundreds of skills and more in Hindi. Customers who
choose Hindi as their device language will also see
Fire TV rows and menus in Hindi.

“Customers can switch to Hindi through their
AlexaVoice Remote by navigating to the Fire TV lan-
guage settings by clicking Settings, Device Options
and then Device Language. New Fire TV customers
can select Hindi while setting up their device right
out of the box,” the company said in a statement.

At launch, customers can explore Alexa in Hindi
for music, knowledge, personality, smart home, tim-
ers and alarms, weather, news, local search, hundreds
of skills,and more.

In addition,Amazon is also expanding Alexa Rou-
tines by making it available on Fire TV devices in In-
dia. Alexa Routines is an Alexa feature designed to
make customers’day-to-day lives easier by bundling
Alexa and smart home features together seamlessly.

NTT integrates 3 key business

entities, appoints new India leader

New Delhi,

Global technology company NTT Ltd on Thurs-

day announced to bring together three key business

entities — NTT India Pvt. Ltd., NTT Com India and

Netmagic — as a single organisation, effective from
January 1.

Sharad Sanghi has been appointed as Leader of
NTT Ltd.India business.The company previously an-
nounced Kiran Bhagwanani as SeniorVice President,
GTM, Asia Pacific for NTT Ltd.

“I'm extremely pleased to take on this larger re-
sponsibility for the integrated NTT India business.
This reinforces our commitment to helping our cli-
ents derive greater value while delivering business
outcomes. The integration will also help us
strengthen our growth plans in India,” said Sanghi.

Sanghi is the CEO of Global Data Centers and
Cloud Infrastructure (India) of NTT Ltd. (also known
as NTT-Netmagic), and brings over 20 years of expe-
rience in developing internet backbone infrastruc-
ture and providing internet services.

YouTube adds extra info about Covid

vaccines in fact-check panels

New Delhi,

YouTube has started adding information about
Covid-19 vaccines in a second link to its fact-check
panels which are shown below the videos on
coronavirus and Covid-19 relates themes.

Earlier this year, YouTube started adding “infor-
mation panels”to videos and searches about COVID-
19, directing viewers to authoritative sources in an
attempt to combat misinformation about the dis-
ease.Now,"both the links in the panel direct users to
information from local health authorities, like the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the
World Health Organisation,” reports CNET. The
change should roll out globally over the next couple
of days, according to YouTube. The panels have al-
ready begun appearing in searches and under vid-
eosin the US."YouTube’s platform has long been criti-
cized for one of the tools YouTube has introduced in
the last two years aimed at counteracting fake infor-
mation around Covid-19.

Equity indices open in red, LVB
shares fall 20%
Mumbai,

The key Indian equity indices opened on a nega-
tive note on Thursday due to profit booking along
with weakness in the Asian markets. It opened at
43,902.24 and fell over 350 points to an intra-day low
of 43,821.39 points. Around 9.35 a.m., it was trading
at 44,056.33, lower by 123.72 points or 0.28 per cent
from its previous close of 44,180.05 The Nifty50 on
the National Stock Exchange was trading at
12,898.10,lower by 40.15 points or 0.31 per cent from
its previous close. Selling pressure was witnessed in
banking, finance and telecom stocks. Shares of
Lakshmi Vilas Bank fell around 20 per cent for the

put the bank under moratorium.

Ccond consecutive day after the Centre on Tuesday/
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hiding inside a truck.
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houses of a patient.

Gujarat sees 1,281 more Covid

Gujarat on Wednesday saw 1,281 new
coronavirus cases, taking its tally to 1,91,642, while
the death toll climbed to 3,823 with eight fresh fa-
talities.In November so far, the state has had 18,698
cases at an average of 1,038 per day.

A total of 1,274 patients were discharged, tak-
ing the total to 1,75,362, while there are 12,457 ac-
tive cases. Surat again saw cases rising steeply, to
224, while Ahmedabad saw its daily tally remain over
the 200 mark, at 220.Rajkot had 161,Vadodara 142
and Banaskantha 64, among others.

Five deaths were reported from Ahmedabad,
two from Surat and one from Patan.

Health authorities have so far conducted
69,78,249 tests, while 4,89,222 people are quaran-

Encounter breaks out in Jammu’s

An encounter broke out between terrorists and
security forces near a toll plaza in Jammu’s Nagrota
on Thursday morning, officials said.

The encounter started after a truck in which a
group of terrorists were hiding was intercepted by
the security forces at the toll plaza.

The area has been cordoned off and additional
forces have reached the spot.

Sources say it is a group of terrorists who had
recently infiltrated from the international border in
Jammu.They were hiding in a cavity inside the truck
and were on their way to the Kashmir valley.

This is the second such operation on the Jammu
Srinagar National highway this year.In January three
terrorists were gunned down by the security forces.
They had adopted the similar modus operandi by

New system of contact tracing in

Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh),

In an attempt to check the resurgence of Covid
cases, the district health departmentin Prayagraj has
made testing mandatory for the adjoining five

This will be applicable, irrespective of whether
the patient has been admitted to a hospital for treat-
ment or is under home isolation.

According Dr.Rishi Sahai,nodal chief medical of-
ficer,“Once a patient (all genders and ages) tests
positive for the Covid-19, health department teams
will conduct testing of the patient’s family members
and those living in the five houses (from all four di-
rections) of the patient’s house.”He added that this
exercise would help the health authorities to con-
tain the spread of Covid-19, and the department
would also be able to identify fresh patients and
treat them.“We are conducting testing of around
6,000 people every day and efforts are underway to

Kincrease testing in the urban.

~

Gandhinagar,

Jammu,

/

Advisor Bhatnagar enquiring the well being of injured jawan in encounter in Jammu.

National

RSS emphasises on self-
reliance, self-employment

Andhra Congress leaders question
PM over Amaravati’s trifurcation

Amaravati,

Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress party leaders have
lashed out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his si-
lence, when capital city
Amaravati is being “broken
into pieces”by the state gov-
ernment.

“Modi stood here and
declared that he would
build a state capital bigger
than Delhi, why is he tight
lipped today,” questioned
Mastan Vali, a Congress
leader.

Along with a bunch of
Congress leaders, Vali visited
Uddandarayunipalem, a
capital region village in
Guntur where the founda-
tion for a new capital was
laid during Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) regime in 2015.

“Congress wants to
question that why they are
breaking this capital and
why the Centre is just play-
ing a spectator,” posed Vali.

He said a state should
have only one capital city for
development to happen.

He claimed that the
farmers and women who
gave land for the capital city
were being mocked at.

Holding the Central and
state governments respon-

Yediyurappa awaits BJP
chief’s nod to expand cabinet

New Delhi/

Bengaluru,

Karnataka Chief Minis-

ter B.S. Yediyurappa on

Wednesday said that he

would expand the cabinet

after BJP President J.P.

Nadda approves the list of
proposed ministers.

“On the cabinet expan-
sion, Nadda said he would
revert after consulting the
party’s high command, in-
cluding Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,”
Yediyurappa told reporters
in New Delhi.

Yediyurappa flew to the
national capital with Deputy
Chief Minster Govind Karjol
earlier in the day to meet
Nadda and a couple of Cen-
tral ministers for seeking
clearances to the state’s de-
velopment projects.

Of the 34-member min-
istry, 7 posts are vacant, in-
cluding one arising due to
state Tourism Minister C.T.
Ravi’s resignation last
month after Nadda ap-
pointed him as the party’s
national General Secretary.

“On informing Nadda
the need for cabinet expan-

sion at the earliest, he said
he would discuss the issue
with the party’s national
leaders and get back to me
in the next 2-3 days,” the
Chief Minister said.

Nadda also informed
Yediyurppa that he would
visit the southern state in
December as part of his na-
tionwide tour.

The third cabinet ex-
pansion has been delayed
for months due to
coronavirus pandemic in
the state, and then the by-
polls to two Assembly
seats.

‘Centre should implement law banning
mes involving money’

online ga

Chennai,

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter K.Palaniswami has urged
the Centre to implement a
law to ban online games in-
volving money.

Addressing reporters in
Coimbatore on Thursday,
Palaniswami said the state
government has enacted a
law.

“It is only the Central
government that can imple-
ment the law. It has full pow-
ers for that,” he said.

Palaniswami had re-
cently told the media that
considering many persons
have committed suicide due
to online rummy, the gov-
ernment is taking steps to
ban the online games

A

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.Offering floral
Indira Gandhi on her birth anniversary at Indira Gandhi Memorial,in New Delhi.

played with money stakes.

He had said law will be
drafted in such a way that
those who organise such
online games and the par-
ticipants will be considered
as culprits and punished
with jail term.

According to the Chief
Minister, the government
has received representa-
tions from different quarters
to ban online rummy, and
will take the necessary ac-
tion.

Palaniswami said at a
time when the Internet us-
age is spreading very fast,
some people and,more par-
ticularly youth, are spoiling
their lives playing online
rummy which at times leads

tributes to former Prime Minister

to their suicide.

On the other hand, The
Online Rummy Federation
(TORF) was of the view that
Tamil Nadu government
should set up a committee
to review, discuss and pro-
pose a regulatory frame-
work for games of skill simi-
lar to Nagaland and Sikkim.

According to Sameer
Barde, CEO, TORF, a discus-
sion for a proposal to regu-
late this industry can ad-
dress many concerns in-
cluding;(a) Setting time and
monetary limits for players
on a daily/weekly/monthly
basis, (b) Stronger KYC
(know your customer)
checks and social profiling
of users to ensure.

sible for the state of affairs
in Amravati, the Congress
leader said his party consid-
ers Modi and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy as ac-
cused and co-accused re-
spectively.

For the development of
the southern state, Vali said
Congress will organise a
‘huge’ meeting on Novem-
ber 28.

Meanwhile, Congress is
in complete disarray in the
southern state,facing an ex-
istential crisis. There is no

visible leadership or active
political participation.

Following the bifurca-
tion of AP in 2014, Congress
even lost its place in the
public memory.

More than Congress,BJP
is more active and taking a
keen interest on the state,
where it is yet to taste
power.

BJP has already set its
eyes on the forthcoming
Tirupati Lok Sabha seat bye-
election, which fell vacant
on the sudden demise of
Balli Durgaprasad Rao.

Oxford Covid vax shows strong
immune response in older adults

London,

Covid-19 vaccine being developed by British-Swedish
pharmaceutical firm AstraZeneca and Oxford University
produced a strong immune response in older adults, rais-
ing hopes that it can protect the age groups most at risk

from the virus.

The study, published inThe Lancet medical journal, sug-
gest that those aged over 70 — who are at higher risk of
serious illness and death from Covid-19 — could build ro-
bust immunity to the novel Coronavirus.

“We were pleased to see that our vaccine was not only
well-tolerated in older adults, but also stimulated similar
immune responses to those seen in younger volunteers,”
Dr Maheshi Ramasamy, an investigator at the Oxford Vac-
cine Group, was quoted as saying to the BBC.

“The next step will be to see if this translates into pro-
tection from the disease itself,” Ramasamy added.

According to the researchers, two weeks after the sec-
ond dose, more than 99 per cent of participants had
neutralising antibody responses.These included people of
all ages.TheT-cell response - another measure of how well
theimmune system responds - peaked two weeks after the
first dose of the vaccine, regardless of age.

“The robust antibody and T-cell responses were seen
in older people in our study are encouraging. The
populapeople with existing health conditions and older

adults,”Ramasamy said.

Four brothers booked for
attempted rape in UP

Pilibhit (Uttar

Pradesh),

Four men, all brothers,

have been booked for alleg-

edly attempting to rape a
17-year-old girl in Pilibhit.

The case has been reg-
istered on the directives of
the additional district and
sessions judge, under the
POCSO Act.

The incident took place
on October 9 when the
brothers, aged between 23
and 28 years, barged into
the girl’s house and one of
them attempted to rape her
while others filmed the act
on their mobile phones.

The girl, however, raised
an alarm and locals gath-
ered at her house, forcing
the accused to flee.

The accused, however,
threatened to upload the
video on social media plat-
forms if she or her family
members approached po-
lice.The girl’s father lodged
a complaint with the
Kotwali police and the Su-
perintendent of Police. The
family alleged that “no ac-
tion was taken’ following

which the father of the vic-
tim went to the court.

The girl’s father stated
that the eldest brother used
to stalk his daughter and
would often make obscene
gestures to her.He said that
when he approached the
family of the accused with a
complaint, the accused Dan-
ish and his three brothers
thrashed him and threat-
ened to make the video vi-
ral if he or his daughter ap-
proached police.

Station House Officer
(SHO) Srikant Dwivedi said
the main accused and his
brothers have been booked
under sections 354 (criminal
force to a woman with in-
tent to outrage her mod-
esty), 323 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 452 (house tres-
pass), 504 (intentional in-
sult), 506 (criminal intimida-
tion) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and relevant sec-
tions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.

He said that the matter
was under investigation and
action would be taken soon.

Probe results into Swapna
Suresh’s audio clip likely today

Thiruvananthapuram,

The Kerala Jail authorities headed by top police officer
Rishi Raj Singh on Thursday ordered an immediate probe
into a viral audio clip, believed to be that of gold smug-
gling prime accused Swapna Suresh’s, where she purport-
edly talks about being pressurised to name Chief Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan in the case.

The jail department has asked a top police official to
complete the probe and submit a report on Thursday it-

self.

The new round of controversy started after State BJP
president K.Surendran on Wednesday said that Suresh who
is housed at a jail in the state capital here had numerous
visitors, including close aides of Vijayan and State Finance

Minister Thomas Issaac.

Soon after the BJP leader made this statement, Jail chief
Singh asked Surendran to withdraw his statement or face
legal action, which was quickly contested by the state party
chief,who then wanted to know how an audio clip believed
to be that of Swapna Suresh has surfaced.

The jail department, however, pointed out that she has
only made a call to her mother and whenever she met visi-
tors, the Customs officials were always present.

Ghaziabad,

The first day of the two-day meeting of the All India
Executive Board (Western Uttar Pradesh Region) of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)stressed on self-reli-

ance and self-employment.

The top functionaries of the organisation also stressed
on water saving, plantation, while pushing about environ-

mental protection.

The volunteers were also advised to avoid use of plas-
tics. In view of the changing environment due to the pan-
demic, they were asked to work more seriously and respon-
sibly. RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat said:“Our social environ-
ment has changed to to Covid-19. In this changing envi-
ronment, volunteers need to change their work roles.

“To strengthen the spirit of patriotism, a call was made
to start weekly meetings. Mutual affection and harmony
has always remained as the characteristic of India’s ancient

family tradition.”

General Secretary Suresh Bhaiyyaji Joshi said:“Environ-
mental protection is the demand of the present times.
When it comes to environmental protection, awareness
campaigns like water management, prevention of misuse
of water, ban on plastic use will have to be carried out.

Techie’s arrest leads to dark
web of drug dealings in B'luru

Bengaluru,

The Bengaluru Central
Crime Branch police on
Wednesday arrested a 25-
year-old computer pro-
grammer for allegedly hack-
ing various government
sites besides helping drug
peddlers in the city to pro-
cure through the darknet.

The CCB caught the pro-
grammer while they were
interrogating eight persons
including Congress Dalit
leader’'s son Darshan
Lamaniinvolved in procure-
ment of drugs through dark
web last week.

Darshan Lamani has
been arrested for sheltering
and hosting two of his
friends who turned out to
be drug peddlers in Goa.

According to the police,
the accused was identified
as Srikrsihna aka Shreeki,
resident of Jayanagar in the
city.

Speaking to media per-
sons,Bengaluru Police Com-
missioner, Kamal Pant said
that the accused is a very
good computer program-
mer, had he used those skills
in a positive direction but
unfortunately,he has turned
out to be playing in the
hands of drug peddlers.

“He hacked many
websites, online gaming
portals, and made illegal
gains. He has also tried to
hack into government
websites. In some cases he
has succeeded too. He suc-
cessfully hacked into, in
Karnataka e-procurement
website some time ago,”the
commissioner revealed.

According to the police,
Shrikrishna has an impres-
sive biodata to believe in his
claims as he did his three
year computer graduate
programme in Netherlands.

“He lived in Amsterdam
for his studies between
2014 to 2017.He studied in
a reputed university over
there,” the police note re-
vealed.

The police further
added that after his return
he turned out to be a rogue
hacker as he had been ad-
dicted to HydroGanja con-
sumption, which is easily
available in Amsterdam
across the counter in shops.
“Netherlands is one of the
few countries, where con-
sumption of marijuanais le-
gal,"an investigation officer
told IANS.

During routine investi-
gations of the eight persons

arrested in a drug case last
week, the police often came
across Shrikee’s name for
helping them to source hy-
dro-ganja through darkweb.

Besides helping them,
Shreeki also hacked several
gaming portals especially
on-line gambling portals
and he used to collect those
winning cards of players
from portals and use the
same cards to procure
bitcoins, which in turn were
used to procure ganja
through dark web, the po-
lice explained his complex
way of making illegal gains
through hacking abilities.

Apart from this, he has
even hacked company
websites to make money by
threatening them to destroy
crucial data from servers, the
police claimed.

This eight member gang
used to procure drugs
through the dark web and
enjoy their life in luxurious
resorts and flats in and
around the city by
organising high-profile rave
parties.The CCB caught one
of the accused in the case -
Sujay outside the Bengaluru
Foreign Post Office with 500
gm of hydroponically-
grown .

Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) Member of Parliament (MP
Sanjay Seth addressing a news conference after new guidelines issue by Jharkhand
government on Chath Puja in Ranchi.

from Ranchi constituency

After ‘Deepotsav, Yogi govt
prepares for Dev Deepawali’

Lucknow,

After ‘Deepotsav’ in
Ayodhya, it is now time for
‘Dev Deepawali’in Varanasi.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath has
given directions to organize
a grand celebration to mark
the festival of Dev
Deepawali on November 30.

The state government
plansto lightatleast 15 lakh
‘diyas’ on the Ghats of
Varanasi, compared to last
year when 10 lakh earthen
lamps were lit on the 84
Ghats of Varanasi.

Chief Ministe Yogi
Adityanath and Governor
Anandiben Patel will be at-
tending the celebrations.

According to the gov-
ernment spokesman, the
Chief Minister has directed
officials that the
programme should reflect
an unmatched grandeur.

A laser and projector
show on the waters of the
Ganga will reflect the glory
of Kashi, Lord Shiva and the
holy river.

According to Avanish
Mishra, joint director at the
tourism department, a
much larger celebration has
been planned this year as
compared to the previous
years and cultural
programmes are being or-
ganized at 20-25 Ghats.

“Arrangements will be
made to allow tourists to
view these from the middle
of the river where they will
be taken by boats.This year,

we are making sure that
new programmes are orga-
nized. The Ganga ‘aarti’ will
also be on a grander scale,
but we will ensure that
people follow physical dis-
tancing during the event,”
he said.

District  Magistrate

FIR against 2
scribes for ‘fake’

news in UP
Fatehpur (Uttar

Pradesh),
An FIR has been
lodged against two jour-
nalists in Fatehpur district
for allegedly spreading
fake news on Twitter
about the alleged rape
and murder of two minor
Dalit girls.

The FIR has been
lodged against one
Dhara Singh Yadav and a
journalist of a news chan-
nel. The complaint was
lodged by station officer
of Asothar, Ranjeet
Bahadur Singh.

Singh, in his FIR, al-
leged that he was on pa-
trol duty in Chichni vil-
lage when he came to
know that a private chan-
nel journalist and Dhara
Sith Yadav were
spreading fake news on
Twitter about the killing
of two minor girls in the
area.”While the girls had
died due.

Kaushal Raj Sharma said
that the government
wanted that the Dev
Deepawaliisas grand as the
Deepotsav that was orga-
nized in Ayodhya on the eve
of Diwali.

The festival of Dev
Deepawali that finds a men-

tion in the Shiva Purana, is

celebrated to mark the day
when Lord Vishnu killed a
demon named Tripura Sur
who was torturing gods
during the month of Kartik.
After he was killed, the gods
celebrated Dev Deepawali.

Itis believed that on this
day, all the gods and god-
desses descend onVaranasi
Ghats for the celebration.

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister has also given di-
rections to organize func-
tions at all cow shelters on
the occasion of ‘Gopa-
ashtami’on November 22.

All MPs, MLAs, council-
lors, village heads and other
public representatives will
be invited for these events
in their respective constitu-
encies.

A special programme on
the health check-up for the
animals in the shelters will
be organized.

The Chief Minister has
directed the animal hus-
bandry department to carry
out an immunization drive
against diseases and it
should be ensured that vet-
erinarians visit shelters
regularly.
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PARAMOUNT COSMETICS (INDIA) LIMITED

Regd. office: A-1/2211, Il Phase, G.I.D.C, Vapi, Gujarat-396195
Corp. Off: 902-904,9th Floor, Prestige Meridian — 1, 29, M.G. Road, Bangalore — 560001
Ph No: 080-25320870/71;, Email:compliance.officer@parammount.com
CIN No: L24240GJ1985PLC008282;

NOTICE OF BOARD MEETING

Notice is hereby given, in pursuant to Regulation 29 read with

Regulation 47 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India

(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,

2015, that the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Company

will be held on Monday, November 23, 2020 at 2:00 P.M. at its

Corporate Office at 902-904, 9th Floor, Prestige Meridian-1, 29,

M.G. Road, Bangalore-560001, inter alia to:

a) consider and approve the draft Directors Report along with
Corporate Governance Report, Management Discussions &
Analysis Report of the Company for FY 2019-20 ended as on
March 31, 2020;

b) fix the record date and date for closing register of members
and register of share transfers, in order to determine list of
eligible shareholders on said record date for e-voting/ remote
e-voting purpose for 35th Annual General Meeting (AGM);

c) approve draft notice of 35th AGM for FY 2019-20 ended as
on March 31, 2020; and

d) such other business agendas as discussed by the Board of
Directors and

e) any other items with the permission of the Chair.

By order of the Board of Directors

For Paramount Cosmetics (India) Limited
Sd/-

Santosh Shah

Place: Bangalore A .
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Date: 17.11.2020
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PARAMOUNT

PARAMOUNT COSMETICS (1) LTD

REGD. OFFICE :- 2211, A-1, Il PHASE , GIDC, VAPI - 396195 - GUJARAT

CIN: L24240GJ1985PLC008282

Corporate Office: #902 — 904, Prestige Meridian — |, 9th Floor, 29, M. G. Road, Bangalore — 560001
STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND
HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
(All amounts in Indian Rupees, unless otherwise stated)

Rs. In Lakhs
Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year
Sr Particulars Ended
' 30-Sep-20[30-June-20| 30-Sep-19 | 30-Sep-20 [ 30-Sep-19 [31-Mar-20
Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
1 [Revenue from operations 422.87 120.30 533.30 543.17| 1,474.60 | 2,417.95
Other Income (0.96) 4.74 1.68 3.78 1.58 3.81
Total Revenue (A + B) 421.91 125.04 534.98 546.95| 1,476.18 | 2,421.76
2 |Expenses:
Cost of raw material consumed 77.23 29.11| 200.11 106.34 331.02 433.08
Purchases of stock-in-trade 53.79 53.79
Changes of inventories 25.09 -14.05 -140.1 11.04 237.58 184.62
Employee benefits expense 103.84 70.74| 141.03 174.58 281.12 494.55
Finance costs 48.49 42.72 60.23 91.21 120.18 225.22
Depreciation and
amortization expense 27.39 25.62 28.25 53.01 57.72 124.67
Other expenses 149.16 66.19| 220.49 215.35| 421.78 914.12
Total — Expenses 484.99 220.33| 510.01 705.32| 1,449.40 | 2,376.26
3 [Profit before tax (C - D) (63.08) | (95.29) 24.97 | (158.37) 26.77 45.49
4 | Tax expense
Less : Current Tax 42.05 42.05 61.07
Current tax related
to current year 9.61 14.97
Current tax related to
Prior period 32.45 46.74
Less : Deferred Tax (11.40)| (23.72)| (32.77) (35.12)| (32.77) (4.44)
5 | Profit for the period (E-F) (51.68)| (71.57) 15.69 | (123.25) 17.49 (11.77)
6 [Other comprehensive
income ( Net of Tax) items
that will not be reclassified
subsequently to Profit or Loss 4.34
Total Other Comprehensive
Income (Net of Tax) 4.34
7 |Total comprehensive
income for the period (51.68)| (71.57) 15.69 | (123.25) 17.49 (7.43)
8 [Earning per equity share of
Rs 10 each: 485.50| 485.50| 485.50 485.50| 485.50 485.50
- Basic (2.54) (1.96) 0.32 (2.54) 0.36 (0.24)
- Diluted (2.54) (1.96) 0.32 (2.54) 0.36 (0.24)

ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

segment.

[ecli Nep)

Place : Bangalore
Date :18.11.2020

NOTES TO UNAUDITED STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED

1 The unaudited Standalone Financial results have been reviewed and recommended by the audit committee at its meet-
ing held on November 18, 2020 and approved by the Board of Directors at its board meeting held on November 18, 2020.
2 The requirement of AS-17th “Segment Reporting” is not applicable to the Company as it is engaged in single business

3 The above unaudited Standalone Financial results have been prepared in accordance with the guidelines issued by the
accounting standards as issued by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and the Indian Accounting
Standards (Ind AS) prescribed under section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013.

4 "The outhreak of COVID-19 pandemic globally and In India is causing significant disturbance and slowdown of economic
activities. COVID-19 has caused interruption in production, supply chain disruption, on availability of manpower, etc.,
during the last week of March 2020 and thereafter. The management of the company has exercised due care in conclud-
ing significant accounting judgments and estimates in preparation of the financial results. In assessing recoverability of
trade receivables, the company has considered subsequent recoveries, past trends, credit risk profiles of the customers
and internal and external information available up to the date of issuance of these financial results. However, due to
COVID-19 pandemic, the company could not obtain balance confirmation from its receivables. In assessing the recover-
ability of inventories, the company has considered the latest selling prices, customer orders on hand and margins. Based
on the above assessment, the company is of the view that the carrying amounts of trade receivables and inventories are
expected to be realizable to the extent shown in the financial results. Impact of COVID-19 is highly uncertain and may be
different from the estimates as at the date of approval of these financial results and the company will continue to closely
monitor any material changes in future economic conditions. “Further, the company has resumed its manufacturing
operations at its plant at Shoolagiri, Tamil Nadu and it has started operating with the normal capacity from August 2020.
The company’s management has made initial assessment of likely adverse impact on the business and financial risk and
believes that impact is likely to be short term in nature. The management does not see any medium to long term risk in
the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern and meeting its liabilities as and when they fall due.”

5  The financial results for the quarter and half year ended September 30, 2020 has been affected due to COVID-19

pandemic. The management expects better profitability will be made in subsequent quarters for the financial year 2020-

2021 from business operations and therefore no adjustments are required to be made in carrying value of the inventories

as at September 30, 2020 which is being carried forward from March 31, 2020. The auditors have relied upon and

accepted the assumptions end explanations provided by the management.

Previous period’s figures have been regrouped/re-classified wherever necessary to make the same comparable.

The company is not having any subsidiary, associate or joint venture; therefore, it has prepared only standalone results.

Pursuant to the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2019 issued on September 20, 2019, corporate assesses have

been given the option to apply lower income tax rate with effect from April 01 2019, subject to certain conditions specified

therein. The Company has carried out an evaluation and based on its forecasted profits, believes it will not be beneficial
for the Company to choose the lower tax rate option in the near future. Accordingly, no effect in this regard has been
considered in measurement of tax expense for the half year and year ended March 31, 2020. Management, however, will
continue to review its profitability forecast at regular intervals and make necessary adjustments to tax expense when
there is reasonable certainty to avail the beneficial (lower) rate of tax.

9 As per requirements of regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India, the company is required to publish
standalone unaudited financial results. Investors can view the standalone unaudited financial results of the company for
the quarter and half year ended on September 30, 2020 on the Company's website www.parammount.com or on
www.bseindia.com, the website of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

For Paramount Cosmetics (India) Ltd

Sd/-

Hiitesh Topiiwaalla
Managing Director
DIN : 01603345
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