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A man jogs along Rajpath
near India Gate under
heavy smog conditions in
New Delhi on Tuesday. arp

Pakistan target BoPs: Pak-
istani Rangers overnight
targeted border out posts
(BoPs) and villages at five
places along the Interna-
tional Border in Kathua
district of Jammu and
Kashmir in violation of the
ceasefire agreement,
drawing strong retaliation
from the BSF, officials

said on Tuesday.There
was ho report of any casu-
alty or damage on the
Indian side. PTI

Four held in insurance
fraud case: The Mumbai
police's crime branch has
arrested four persons
from Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh for allegedly
cheating people of crores
by offering to help them
get their insurance claims,
an official said on Tues-
day. An offence under
section 420 (cheating)
among other relevant pro-
visions of the IPC was reg-
istered in this regard, he
said. PTI

Sarpanch arrested for tak-
ing bribe: A village
sarpanch was arrested on
Tuesday for taking a bribe
of Rs 22,000 in Rajasthan's
Churu district, an ACB offi-
cial said in Jaipur. Pawan
Singh, sarpanch of Rajiasar
Meetha village, had
demanded the bribe for
payment of dues related
to supply of construction
materials. PTI

Property dealer mowed
down by SUV: A property
dealer who was out on a
morning walk was killed
when he was run over by
an SUV near Lucknow on
Tuesday, police said. PTI

Assam-Mizoram
border tension
continues

GUWAHATI, 3 NOVEMBER

The ongoing tension in
Assam-Mizoram border areas
continued as a resident of
Cachar districtin Barak val-
leywas found dead inside the
neighboring state yesterday.

The victim, identified as
Intyaz Ali Laskar (45), hails
from Pesnagarlocality under
Dholai police station crossed
the inter-state border on
Sunday, was allegedly beat-
en to death by a section of
Mizo nationals suspecting
him a drug-peddler.

The influential outfit
Young Mizo Association
claimed that their members
caught Intyaz as he was sell-
ing the banned heroin at
Vairengte locality. Later he was
handed over to the concern-
ed authority and finally he
was declared dead yesterday
morning in the hospital.

Mizoram’s Kolasib dis-
trict police broughthis body
to bordering area of Assam
and handed over to the
Cachar police. Meanwhile,
Assam chief minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal expressed
his condolences over the
death and announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh to the
bereaved family. Sonowal
also apprised Union home
minister Amit Shah aboutall
details relating to the border
tension with Mizoram. He
also asked state chief secre-
tary Jishnu Barua and poice
chief B] Mahanta to rush to
the area and take stock of the
situation.

Meanwhile, the residents
inbordering area fully blocked
the National Highway 306 that
connects Aizwal, which is the
lifeline of the hilly State. In
fact, conflicts in the inter-State
border started since 17 Octo-
ber as miscreants damaged
many houses in the area.
Both the governments in
Dispur and Aizwal organized
talks following the Union
home ministry but those
could not satisfactory out-
comes. SNS

ASHOKTUTEJA
NEW DELHI, 3 NOVEMBER

ndian Army chief, GenM

M Naravane will be on a

three-day visit to Nepal

from tomorrow to put
backon track the bilateral rela-
tionship which has taken a
beating in recent months over
a plethora of issues, particu-
larly the map row.

“I am delighted to be vis-
iting Nepal on the kind invi-
tation and to meet my coun-
terpart Gen Purna Chandra
Thapa.lam sure this visit will
go along way in strengthen-
ing the bonds and friend-
ships that the two armies
cherish,' the Army chiefsaid
ahead of the visit.

He said he was grateful for
the opportunity to call on
Nepal Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli.

The Indian Embassy in
Kathmandu said Gen Nara-
vane's visitwould deepen the
long-standing and customary

The Congress has started making ground for its imminent
defeat in the bypolls by blaming the EVMs...

MADHYA PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN
AFTER CONGRESS VETERAN DIGVIJAYA SINGH QUESTIONS THE USE OF EVMS IN INDIA

Army chieftovisitNepalto
mendfencesafter maprow

Indian Embassy said Gen Naravane'svisit would deepen bonds of friendship

bonds of friendship between
the two Armies.

He will be conferred the
honoraryrankof "General of
the Nepal Army'' by Nepalese
President Bidya Devi Bhandari
during his visit, in continua-
tion of an age-old tradition that
first started in 1950, reflect-
ing the strong ties between the
two militaries. India also con-
fers the honorary rank of
'General of Indian Army' to the
Nepal Army chief.

The Army chief’s visit to
Nepal was supposed to take
place in February this year, but
it was postponed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Much has happened
between the two countries
since February, bringing the
ties under strain.

Nepal reacted sharplywhen
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh inaugurated an 80-km-
long strategically crucial road
connecting the Lipulekh pass
with Dharchula in Uttarakhand
in May.

Kathmandu protested the
inauguration of the road,
claiming thatit passed through
its territory. It came out with
the new map showing Lip-
ulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyad-
hura as its territories.

India too had published a
new map in November 2019
showing the areas as its ter-
ritories.

In the midst of the row, Gen
Naravane had said that there
were reasons to believe that

Nepal objected to the road at
the behest of "someoneelse",
in an obvious reference to
China. The comments trig-
gered angry reactions from
Nepal.

In June, Nepal's Parlia-
ment approved the new polit-
ical map of the country fea-
turing areas which India main-
tains belong to it. In its reac-
tion, after Nepal'slower house
of parliament approved the bill,
India termed as untenable
the "artificial enlargement" of
territorial claims by the neigh-
bouring country.

Alotofback channel diplo-
macy has taken place since
then to put the relationship
back on the track. RAW chief
Samant Kumar Goel recent-
ly paid a surprise visit to Kath-
mandu and met Prime Min-
ister Oli, assuring him that India
would notallow interruption
in the friendly bilateral rela-
tions and resolve all out-
standingissues through dia-
logue.
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MP bypoll: 66.28 % turnout
amidviolencein3places

SNS &PTI
BHOPAL, 3 NOVEMBER

Violence and firingincidents
were reported from at least
three places in Madhya
Pradesh and about 66.28 per
centvoter turnout was record-
ed till6 p.m. in the Assembly
by-elections on 28 seatsin the
state on Tuesday.

The police have registered
an FIR against state PWD
minister Gopal Bhargavaon
complaints of violation of
model code of conduct.

Bhargava is alleged to
have taken meetings at the
Bada Malhara Assembly con-
stituency and urged people
tovote for the BJP even after
the end of the stipulated
period for campaigning.

In the Gohad Assembly
constituency, the three can-
didates of the mainrival par-
ties BJP, Congress and Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) were
prevented from moving out
and restricted inside the PWD
Guest House by district
administration authorities
and police.

BJP candidate Ranveer
Jatav, Congress candidate

Mevaram Jatavand the BSP’s
Yashwant Patwari were
restricted inside the Circuit
House since morning when
the polling began.

Aclash and subsequentuse
of firearms was reported
between two groups outside
apollingbooth in the Jatawar
area of Sumawali seat in
Morena district.

Morena SP Anurag
Sujaniya told some media
persons that the police had
arrested some peoplein con-
nection with the firing
incident.One man was report-
ed tohave been injured in the
clash and subsequent firing.
In the subsequent months,
three more Congress MLAs
resigned and joined the saf-
fron party. Three MLAs, includ-
ing two of Congress and one
of BJP, had died earlier.

Guj bypolls end
amid code violation
complaints

AHMEDABAD, 3 NOVEMBER

By-elections for eight Assem-
bly constituencies in Gujarat
concluded peacefully this
evening, with Opposition
Congress complaining about
violations of Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) by the rul-
ing BJP workers.

Low voter turn-out marked
the polling in the morning
hours, but picked up laterin
the day touching about 53 per
cent by the evening.

The by-elections were
conducted under the shad-
ow of a controversy kicked off
by a video going viral in
which BJP’s former MP and
MLA Somabhai Patel has
conceded that the party had
paid crores of rupees to the
Congress legislators for their
defections on the eve of Rajya
Sabha elections. The Congress
has already demanded ajudi-
cial probe into the pay-off
episode. Amongthe Congress
complaints about violation
of MCC is Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani’s wife Anjali
seen campaigning in Morbi
constituency. SNS

SCupsetwithpendency of convict’spardon BJPtargets PAGD forits silence over Imran Khan

pleain Rajiv Gandhiassassination case

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 03 NOVEMBER

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day expressed its dissatisfac-
tion over the pendency of par-
don plea of a convictin the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case for
more than two years with the
Tamil Nadu Governor.

A bench of Justices L
Nageswara Rao, Ajay Rastogi
and Hemant Gupta asked
Additional Advocate General
for Tamil Nadu Balaji Srini-
vasan, why the Governor is tak-
ing so much time?Justice Rao
noted that the larger con-
spiracy only deals with whether
other persons are involved in
the case. “What about Con-
stitution bench judgement
which allows the Supreme
Court to intervene,”, said Jus-
tice Rao.

The bench emphasised
thatitdoes notintend to exer-
ciseitsjurisdiction, butitis not
happy with the pendency of
this matter for over two years.
The observation from the

bench came during the hear-
ing of a plea of 46-year-old A
G. Perarivalan, who has sought
suspension of his life sen-
tence in the case till the CBI-
led Multi-Disciplinary Mon-
itoring Agency (MDMA) probe
is completed.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayan, represent-
ing Perarivalan, submitted
before the bench that after the
top court's orders, the remis-
sion file is still pending after
the recommendation of the
state government and his
client has no option but to
approach this court again.

The bench told Sankara-
narayan that the Governor
has to act on the aid and
advice of the council of min-
isters. "Butif the Governor does
not pass order, what can the
courtdo, youtellus," noted the
bench, while askinghim to find
out what are the laws applic-
able in this matter.

Justice Rao cited the 2014
Supreme Court verdict hold-
ing that mercy petitions have

tobedecidedin atime-bound
manner. The bench told Addi-
tional Solicitor General K. M.
Natraj, representing the Cen-
tre, that the larger conspira-
cy probeis pending for almost
20years. It asked Nataraj tolook
into the matter and posted the
matter for further hearing on
23 November.

The state government had
informed the top court that the
Cabinet, through aresolution
on September9, 2018, had rec-
ommended to the Governor
for the premature release ofall
seven convicts in the case. In
January, this year, the top
courthad asked the state gov-
ernment to inform whethera
decision hasbeen taken on the
pardon petition of a convict.

In 1991, Perarivalan was
awarded the death penalty
for his involvement in the
conspiracy to assassinate then
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
The Supreme Court com-
muted his death penalty tolife
imprisonment in February
2014.

Irrespective of winner of presidential polls,
India-US relationship to remain strong

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, 3 NOVEMBER

Irrespective of the outcome
of Tuesday's keenly-con-
tested US presidential elec-
tion, America's strategic rela-
tionship with India is expect-
ed to maintain the current
momentum and strength-
en further, policy documents
and remarks from the two
campaigns indicate.

President Donald Trump,
in the first term of his pres-
idency, has emerged as the
best friend of India at the
White House taking the rela-
tionship to a new level and
his friendship with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
well known, which was
reflected in the two leaders
addressing two joint rallies
in the US and India in less
than a year.

Highlighting the great
relationship that he has
developed with Modji, Trump
in September said thathe has
“great support from India”.

Former vice president Joe
Biden, the Democratic pres-
idential candidate, has a
strong trackrecord of being
an ardent advocate of a
strong India-US relation-
ship both as a Senator from
Delaware for over three
decades and then as deputy
of President Barack Obama
for eight years.

From playinga keyrole in
the passage of India-US civil
nuclear deal during a Repub-
lican administration to set-
ting up the goal ofa USD 500
billion in bilateral trade,
Biden has strong ties with
Indian leadership across the
aisle and has alarge number
of Indian Americans within
his close circuit.

Referring to his eight years
as the vice president, Biden
said that he was proud to have
played a role in securing
Congressional approval for
the US-India Civil Nuclear
Agreement, which he said was
a “big deal”.

The ground for India-US
relationship post November

(L)An activist of Hindu Sena, performs during a prayer ceremo-
ny for Trump's victory in New Delhi on Tuesday. (R)IResidents
take picture of a poster of Kamala Harris at her ancestral village
of Thulasendrapuram in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday. = AFP

3 was laid down during the
recently concluded 2+2 min-
isterial held in New Delhi.

Officials from the two
countries, both during and
after the ministerial, under-
scored that the ties have
bipartisan support and it is
not based on which party
occupies the White House or
has a majority in the House
of Representatives and the
Senate.

Itis very well expected that
there could be a change in
nuances or emphasis on cer-
tain elements of relationship,
on who occupies the White
House or have majority in the
Congress, the common
national interest of the two
countries in terms of democ-
racy and threat being posed
by China, would drive the
momentum between India

and the US.

Under the Trump admin-
istration, defence and energy
are being identified as two
key pillars of the strategic
relationship, along with the
cooperation and collabora-
tion in the health sector in
the wake of the coronavirus
pandemic. Notably, India is
the only major country with
which the Trump adminis-
tration failed to arrive at a
trade deal, even a mini-trade
deal, despite the fact the
top leadership of both India
and the US expressed their
desire to do so. Given the
track record of differences
between the two countries
for the last three decades, the
sharp differences are likely
to remain the same even
during a Biden administra-
tion.

declaring Gilgit-Baltistan as 5th province of Pakistan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 3 NOVEMBER

The BJP onTuesday targeted the
People’s Alliance for Gupkar Dec-
laration (PAGD) led by Nation-
al Conference chief Farooq
Abdullah by questioning their
“complete silence” against
Imran Khan declaring Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) the 5th province
of Pakistan.

Gilgit-Baltistanwas a part
of Jammu and Kashmir under
the illegal occupation of
Pakistan.

BJP spokesman, Brigadier
Anil Gupta (Retired) in a state-
ment said that the otherwise
vocal PAGD hasnotraised even
amurmur against Imran Khan's

decision. “It's obvious all hul-
labaloo of reunification and
restoration of Article 370 by the
PAGD is being done at behest
of Pakistan and China to keep
the pot boiling here. Pakistan
has not only changed demog-
raphy of POJK but is now bla-
tantly annexing Gilgit Baltistan
part of POJK. What does their
silenceimply?ThatiswhyI call
this declaration and the Gup-
karis anti-national”, Gupta
added. On the other hand the
PAGD, whilerejecting the claim
ofthegovernment’s spokesman
that the recent land laws take
care of residents of J&K, alleged
that the “laws now introduced
through amendments are not
only against people of Jammu

and Kashmir butundemocra-
tic, unconstitutional and back-
ward looking with only aim to
disempower peopleand change
the demography”.

The PAGD claimed that “the
real object ofrepeal of the basic
land laws and massive amend-
ments to other laws is to push
in and implement the agenda
of effectingdemographic change
and disempowering the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir”.

“Jammu and Kashmir was
firstin the country toimplement
the concept of “land to tiller”
by enacting Big
Landed Estates Abolition
Act 1952 followed by Agrarian
Reforms Act 1976 restricting the
land holdingto twelve and half

acres and ending the exploita-
tive practice
of “absentee landlordism”
and whosoever calls it
archaic would be guilty
of ignorance of the history of
Jammu and Kashmir. It is
because of the timely land
reforms that there are no
starvationdeaths occurringin
Jammu and Kashmir, no farmer
suicideshave been everreport-
ed and everyone in Jammu
and Kashmir hasavailable three
fundamental necessities-food,
clothing and shelter, the posi-
tion that is now sought to be
reversed by
making massive assaulton the
land law regime”, the PAGD
claimed.
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