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New Delhi, Feb 12: 
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Saturday 
said the inauguration of 
the Jaffna Cultural Cen-
tre, built with Indian 
assistance in Sri Lanka’s 
Jaffna, signifies the close 
cultural cooperation be-
tween New Delhi and Co-
lombo and would benefit 
the people. 
In a tweet, the PM 

said the presence of Sri 
Lankan President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe at the 
event made it more spe-
cial. 
“The Jaffna Cultural 

Centre is an important 
initiative signifying the 
close cultural cooperation 
between India and Sri 
Lanka. It will benefit sev-
eral people. The august 
presence of President Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe made 
the programme even more 
special,” the PM tweeted. 
The iconic Jaffna Cul-

tural Centre was dedicated 
to the people on Saturday 

in the presence of Presi-
dent Ranil Wickremesing-
he, Indian Union Minister 
of State for Fisheries L. 
Murugan, Indian High 
Commissioner Gopal Ba-
glay, Sri Lankan Ministers 
Vidura Wickramanayake, 
Douglas Devananda and 
Kadar Masthan. 
The Sri Lankan Presi-

dent thanked Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for the Centre and under-
lined that JCC is a major 
project between the two 
countries. 
L. Murugan announced 

a special financial as-
sistance scheme for 100 
students in Jaffna Uni-
versity from economically 
backward families. 
The Indian High Com-

mission in Sri Lanka in 
tweets said: “The iconic 
Jaffna Cultural Centre was 
dedicated to the people 
today in the gracious 
presence of President 
H.E @RW_UNP, Min-
ister @Murugan_MOS, 

High Commissioner, Hon. 
Ministers Vidura Wickra-
manayake, Douglas Deva-
nanda, Kadar Masthan, 
several MPs & dignitaries 
from all walks of life. 
“ H . E  @RW_UNP 

thanked PM @naren-
dramodi for the Center 
and underlined that JCC 
is a major project be-
tween the two countries. 
Minister @Murugan_MOS 
announced a special fi-
nancial assistance scheme 
for 100 students in @
uojofficial from economi-
cally backward families.” 
A colourful cultural show 
was also held on the oc-
casion. 
Union Minister Muru-

gan in tweets said he was 
honoured to be hosted by 
the Sri Lankan President 
for lunch after the event. 
He said the two discussed 
the issue of Indian fisher-
men, and also on bilateral 
cooperation and partner-
ship in higher education, 
animal husbandry and 

dairying. 
“Honoured to be host-

ed by President Shri.@
RW_UNP for lunch after 
the spectacular event at 
#Jaffna_Culfural_Centre. 
“In the subsequent call 

on the President, stressed 
that fisheries is an impor-
tant livelihood issue for 
Indian fishermen. 
“Discussed aboutcoop-

eration and partnership in 
the field of higher edu-
cation, animal husbandry 
and dairying between the 
two countries. 
“Presented the Thiruk-

kura l t rans la t ion to 
Hon’ble President,” he 
posted. 
The Jaffna Cultural 

Centre is built with In-
dian assistance at a cost 
of Rs.180 crore. The 
centre, which is to be 
used to promote and 
uplift art, comprises a 
fully equipped auditorium, 
museum spaces, public 
square with public art 
facilities.

Lanka Prez attends Jaffna 
Cultural Centre inauguration

India funded initiative built at Rs. 180 crore

Mowkaiaw, Feb 12:  
Reaffirming that Tri-

namool Congress (TMC) 
will sweep the assembly 
polls in Meghalaya, 
Leader of Opposition 
Dr. Mukul Sangma on 
Saturday said the rul-
ing National People’s 
Party (NPP) is rattled 
and is using money to 
manipulate the assem-
bly elections which is 
scheduled to be held on 
February 27.  

 “In Garo Hills, of 
24 seats, we are already 
ahead in 18 seats. They 
are so afraid that they 
are spending money 
left, right, and centre. 
Similarly, in Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills, out of 
nervousness they are 
throwing money. All 
this money has not 
come from heaven. 
This is people’s money 
which they are using 
now,” Sangma said.  

Urging the people of 
Mowkaiaw to extend 
their unanimous support, 
the former Chief Min-
ister said, “Our fight is 
against the power and 
authority, who wants to 
take away our land, our 
freedom, and our faith. 
TMC is the only weap-
on in our democracy 
that can fight against 
the incumbent authori-
ties while NPP, BJP, 
UDP (United Democrat-
ic Party) and all other 
parties are partners in 
their agenda.”

 Drumming up sup-
port for his party can-

TMC confident of sweeping 
Meghalaya assembly

Cuttack, Feb 12: 
President Draupadi 

Murmu underscored the 
need to reduce depen-
dence on chemical fertil-
isers to keep soil healthy 
and expressed confidence 
that scientists are at work 
to devise eco-friendly rice 
production systems. 
Inaugurating the 2nd 

Indian Rice Congress at 
ICAR-National Rice Re-
search Institute, Cuttack 
on Saturday, Murmu said 
paddy crop inmany parts 
of the world arefacing se-
vere water shortages due 
to climate change. 
Droughts, floods and 

cyclones are now more 
frequent, making rice 
cultivation more vulner-
able, she said adding 
even as rice has broken 
new ground but there are 
places where traditional 
varieties are facing chal-

lenges. 
She asked the experts 

to find a middle path 
preserving and conserving 
traditional varieties on 
one hand and maintain-
ing ecological balance on 
the other. 
The President said rice 

is the corner stone of 
food security in India and 
also a key factor for our 
economy. India though is 
the leading consumer and 
exporter of rice today, the 
situation was different 
when the nation became 
free. 
In those days, the coun-

try, she said, was depen-
dent on imports to meet 
food requirements, and 
often the nation lived 
what was called a ship-
to-mouth existence. 
Murmu said another 

challenge is tosave the 
soil from excessive use 

of chemical fertilisers, 
which are considered 
necessary for modern rice 
cultivation. 
She said a large section 

of low-income groups 
depend on rice, which is 
often the only source of 
daily nutrition for them. 
Therefore, delivering 

protein, vitamins and 
essential micronutrients 
through rice can help 
combat malnutrition. 
She praised NRRI for 

the turnaround and said 
the institute has contrib-
utedimmensely to India’s 
food security and also in 
improving farmers’ lives. 
The President said she 

was happy to note that 
ICAR-NRRI has devel-
oped India’s first high 
protein rice called CR 
Dhan310 and NRRI has 
also released a high-zinc 
rice variety called CR 

Dhan315. 
She said development 

of such bio-fortified vari-
eties is an ideal example 
of science in the service 
of society and hoped 
that the scientific com-
munity would rise to the 
challenge tomakeeffortsto 
support the increasing 
population amid a chang-
ing climate 
The President later left 

for New Delhi by a 
special Indian Airforce 
Aircraft at the end of her 
two-day visit to Odisha.
Odisha Governor Ga-

neshi Lal, Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik saw her 
off at the Biju Patnaik In-
ternational Airport. Chief 
Secretary S.C. Mohapatra 
was also among others 
present at the airport.

President Murmu 
stresses on 

soil conservation
urges scientists to focus on eco-friendly crops

Bengaluru, Feb 12:  
The biennial event 

of Aero India 2023 is 
scheduled to be held at 
Air Force Station Yelah-
anka here from February 
13 to 17.  

The event offers a 
platform for the industry 
to showcase their latest 
equipment, helicopters 
and aircraft. It also pro-
vides an opportunity for 
defence personnel to in-
teract with OEM repre-
sentatives and gain first-
hand experience on the 
products which are en-
visaged for future induc-
tion into Armed Forces.  

In pursuance to na-
tion’s goal to achieve 
‘AatmaNirbharta’, Indian 
Navy has recently land-
ed the LCA (Navy), the 
indigenous technology 
demonstrator fighter (lead 
in for the Twin Engine 
Deck Based Fighter) on-
board the indigenous air-

craft carrier INS Vikrant.  
The aircraft was flown 

by an Indian naval test 
pilot. This niche capabil-
ity is the result of Indian 
Navy’s long-term vision 
of AatmaNirbharBharat.  

During Aero India 
2023, the Indian Navy is 
participating in a number 
of activities. The indig-
enous aircraft, ALH Mk 
III and MR aircraft P8I 
would participate in the 
fly past and static dis-
play respectively during 
the event.  

In keeping with the 
emphasis on self-reliance, 
a customized graphic 
Photo-Essay, compiled 
by HAL, for use as a 
reference document for 
undertaking repairs of 
engines of MiG 29K air-
craft, would be presented 
by CMD HAL to the 
Chief of the Naval Staff.  

In addition, a project 
of analysing health us-

age and monitoring sys-
tem (HUMS) of MiG 
29K aircraft, using Ar-
tificial Intelligence, has 
been included as part of 
‘Launch of New Tech-
nology’ by DRDO. This 
will significantly reduce 
the data analysis time 
resulting in faster turn-
around of aircraft and 
better prediction for pre-
ventive maintenance.  

A seminar on the topic 
‘Aatmanirbharta in Aero 
Armament Sustenance’ 
is being conducted by 
the Indian Navy, in col-
laboration with DDP. The 
seminar will provide a 
platform to key stake-
holders from the MoD, 
User, Maintainer, QA 
agencies, DRDO, DPSUs 
and the Indian industry 
to engage in detailed dis-
cussions on the Govt’s 
initiative and way-ahead 
for taking on sustenance 
of missiles held with the 

Armed Forces.  
Constant engagement 

with Academia and In-
dustry has been a focus 
area of IN’s efforts to 
achieve Self Reliance. 
Towards this MoUs are 
signed between various 
academic institutions and 
key Industry partners for 
knowledge and resource 
sharing. During Aero 
India 2023, two major 
partners viz., ISRO and 
M/s AV Oil are being 
engaged through MoUs 
as part of the event 
‘Bandhan’.  

Having grown in 
scope and magnitude 
over the years, Aero In-
dia would prove another 
stepping stone towards 
growth and empower-
ment of Naval Aviation 
and self-reliance of the 
Nation’s Defence Forces.  

Indian navy to be focus of 
aero India from tomorrow

New Delhi, Feb 12:  
A 270-member team from In-

dia will travel to Fiji to attend 
the 12th World Hindi Conference 
from February 15 to 17 which is 
being organised by the Ministry 
of External Affairs in coordination 
with the Fijian government, a top 
official said on Saturday.  

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and Fijian Prime Min-
ister Sitiveni Rabuka will jointly 
inaugurate the conference which is 
being held at the Denarau Island 
Convention Center, in Nadi, Fiji.  

EAM Jaishankar’s visit is the 
first high level visit from India 
to Fiji since the new government 
took charge in the island nation in 
December last year.  

Fiji’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Biman Prasad, who was in India 
earlier this week, will attend the 
concluding ceremony of the con-
ference on February 17.  

The Fijian Deputy PM had met 

with EAM Jaishankar and other 
officials during his India visit.  

The decision to host the confer-
ence in Fiji was taken at the last 
World Hindi Sammelan in Mauri-
tius in 2018, said Secretary (East) 
in the MEA Saurabh Kumar.  

Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs V Muraleedharan and 
Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Home Affairs Ajay Mishra will 
also attend the conference.  

The Raj Bhasha Vibhag of the 
Home Ministry has helped to or-
ganise the event, said the official.  

The theme of the conference is 
‘Hindi - Traditional Knowledge to 
Artificial Intelligence’.  

Ten parallel sessions will be 
held during the conference. These 
are: Hindi in Girmitiya countries; 
Hindi in Fiji and the Pacific; IT 
and Hindi in the 21st century; 
Media and the global perception 
of Hindi; Global reference of In-
dian knowledge traditions and 

Hindi; Linguistic coordination and 
Hindi translation; Different forms 
of Hindi cinema and global sce-
nario; Global market and Hindi; 
Pravasi Hindi sahitya in changing 
scenario and Hindi teaching in In-
dia and abroad - challenges and 
solutions, said Kumar.  

“A 270-team from India will 
go to Fiji and many Hindi schol-
ars from India and abroad will 
participate in the conference,” he 
said, adding that representatives 
from 50 countries would also par-
ticipate.  

During the event scholars of 
Hindi and those who have con-
tributed to the language will be 
honoured.  

The South and North East re-
gion will be given emphasis to 
and experts from these regions 
will be participating in the confer-
ence, he added.  

Jaishankar to open 
Hindi meet with Fiji PM

New Delhi, Feb 12: 
External  Affairs Min-

ister S. Jaishankar torday 
said that a seventh Indi-
an Air  Force plane took 
off on Saturday evening 
carrying relief material,  
medical supplies and 
consumables for quake-
hit Syria and Turkiye as 
part  of ‘Operation Dost’. 

Posting photographs 
of the plane being  load-
ed with material, he 
tweeted: ?The 7th #Op-
erationDost flight departs  
for Syria and Turkiye. 

“Flight is carrying 
relief material,  medi-
cal aid, emergency & 
critical care medicines, 
medical equipment  & 
consumables.” As part of 
the continuing humani-
tarian assistance  efforts, 
on Saturday evening, re-
lief material and equip-
ment were sent to  Syria 
and Turkey onboard an-
other IAF C-17 aircraft. 
The flight is  headed 
to Damascus, and after 
offloading relief material 
there, it will  fly on to 
Adana, said sources. 

The flight is carrying 
over 35  tonnes of relief 
material, of which over 

India sends 7th plane load of aid 
to Turkey, Syria

Indian national found dead  
Vijay Kumar, an Indian national who was reported missing in the devas-

tating earthquake that hit Turkiye on Monday has died, the Indian Embassy 
said on Saturday, adding that his body was found in the debris of a hotel in 
Malatya where he was on a business trip.   

The Indian Embassy in Turkiye in tweets said that it is making arrange-
ments to bring the body back.   

“We inform with sorrow that the mortal remains of Shri Vijay Kumar, an 
Indian national missing in Turkiye since February 6 earthquake, have been 
found and identified among the debris of a hotel in Malatya, where he was 
on a business trip.   

“Our deepest condolences to his family and loved ones. We are making 
arrangements for the earliest possible transportation of his mortal remains to 
his family,” the Indian Embassy said.   

On February 8, the Ministry of External Affairs had said that one Indian 
was missing and had not been traced since the 7.8-Richter quake struck the 
country on Monday.   

23 tonnes is headed for 
relief  efforts in Syria, 
and around 12 tonnes to 
Turkey The assistance 
being  sent for Syria 
comprises relief material 
such as sleeping mats, 
gensets,  solar lamps, tar-
paulins, blankets, emer-
gency and critical care  
medicines, and disaster 
relief consumables. 

The material headed  
for Turkey consists of 
team supplies for Army 
field hospital and NDRF,  
medical equipment such 

as ECG, patient monitor, 
anaesthesia machine,  sy-
ringe pumps, glucometer, 
blankets and other relief 
material, the  sources 
added. 

The Indian Army has 
set up a 30-bedded field  
hospital in Iskenderun, 
in Hatay province in 
southern Turkiye. The 
field  hospitalis equipped 
with X-Ray machines, 
ventilators, an Operation  
Theatre and critical care 
specialists to treat emer-
gencies. 

India  has also de-
ployed over 150 NDRF 
personnel for rescue and 
relief  operations, along 
with dog squads, special-
ized equipment, vehicles 
and  supplies that allows 
for detection, location, 
access and extrication 
of  people trapped under 
collapsed structures. 

India’s humanitarian 
outreach comes as the 
death toll from Mon-
day’s 7.8 Richter tem-
blor in Turkiye crossed 
20,000. 

didate from Mowkaiaw 
Assembly constituency, 
Lasting Suchiang,the 
veteran Congress leader-
turned TMC leader said, 
“Our candidate is the 
son of the soil. When 
he expressed his desire 
to serve the people, I 
asked him the reason. 
He said that he wants 
to provide a better 

quality of education 
and improved access to 
healthcare. He wants 
to deliver sustainable 
development and liveli-
hood to his brothers 
and sisters from the 
constituency. Our leader 
took the bold decision 
to leave his job and 
serve the people of the 
constituency.” 

Launching a scath-
ing attack at the Conrad 
Sangma led-government 
for squashing the aspira-
tions of the youth of 
the state, Sangma said, 
“In the last five years, 
we have witnessed a 
Government that has 
surrendered our rights to 
Assam. 
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0G5? ஆ^வGAைக 

தயாIAக 6d9 ெச^ய!ப[ட?.
இWலB ேதd கW) $[ட5$� 

ெசயWபாEகF 0G5த ம$!e[E 
அGAைக ேந+Y தாAகW 
ெச^ய!ப[ட?. இத+கான 
அGAைகைய 6தலைமnச: 
6.க.fடா]gடB மாoல 
$[டA0m ?ைண5தைலவ: 
ெஜ.ெஜயரpச�  வழ_=னா:. 

இ�ல� ேத! க�# $%ட ெசய�பா,க- 
./0த ம$23%, அ/5ைக:

7.க.9டா;<ட� வழ?க2ப%ட@

ஜனா�ப�யாக பத# ஏ%ற 'ற( )த*)ைறயாக 
�ர-ப� ).) 18-0ேத� த3ழக5 வ79றா.

பா�கா�� ஏ"பா#க$: ேகாைவ, ம�ைர மாவ*ட
கெல/ட0க1ட2 தைலைம ெசயலாள0 ஆேலாசைன

ப9; அ=வலக>:  �9ய எ@.45, பைழய எ@.22, FGலா சாH� ெதI, ச;கா0ேப*ைட,ெச2ைன-–600 079.  
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ம?ைர மாவ[ட கெலAட:கF 
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ஆேலாசைனVW ஈEப[டா:. 
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