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HP records 19% increase
in GST collection: Himachal
Pradesh’ s Goods and Ser-
vice Tax (GST) collection
recorded an increase of 19
percent in the month of
April 2023 with a collec-
tion of Rs 593 crore. Com-
missioner of State Taxes
and Excise Yunus informed
here on Tuesday that
Department of State
Taxes and Excise had col-
lected Rs. 500 Crore dur-
ing the same month last
year.

89 govt school students
of Haryana state's Super-
100 clear JEE Advanced
exam: As many as 89 stu-
dents of Haryana govern-
ment schools, who were
given free coaching by the
state government under
the 'Super 100 pro-
gramme’, have achieved
success in the Joint
Entrance Examination
(JEE) Advanced 2023
results. Haryana school
education minister Kanwar
Pal applauded the com-
mendable performance of
the Haryana Super-100
Batch 2021-23 in the JEE.

The next Lok Sabha polls will be for change. If all the opposi-
tion parties unite, the defeat of BJP will be inevitable. The

country needs a change. Let the 2024 polls bring that change...

MAMATA BANERJEE
WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER

Shimlacivicbodyelection
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$€ees58.66% voterturnout

The pollingwasheld for 34 wards, which had 102 candidatesin fray from Cong, BJP, CPI(M)and AAP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 2 MAY

he high stakes polling

for the Shimla Munic-

ipal Corporation

(SMC) held on Tues-
day witnessed 58.66 per-
cent of voter turnout for the
34 wards.

The polling was held on
party symbols for the 34
wards seats had 102 candi-
dates in fray from Congress,
BJP, CPI(M) and AAP.

The polling percentage
recorded in the Shimla
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions was 58.66 percent.

Of the total 93920 voters
55098 voted which included
29335 (58.95 percent) male
voters while 25763 (58.34
percent) were female vot-
ers.

For the 34 wards about 50
percent are reserved for

Mann termsallegation
‘baseless’ over Punjab
minister’s ‘obscene’video

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 2 MAY

Ahead of the bypoll for May
10 Jalandhar Lok Sabha seat,
Opposition Congress has
accused aminister in the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government
of "sexual misconduct" on
the basis of "video clips" and
demanded his ouster even as
the Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday termed the
allegation 'baseless'.
Without naming anyone,
Congress leader Sukhpal Singh
Khaira, who on Sunday
claimed to have submitted
"highly objectionable video
clips of gross misconduct by
an AAP minister" to Punjab
Governor Banwarilal Puro-
hit, today said the Governor
has forwarded the "sleazy
video" of AAP minister to
Chandigarh Police to verify its
authenticity soughtits foren-
sicreport. Khaira claimed the
contents of the videos were so
objectionable that a viewer
cannot watch them even for
15-20 seconds. He said the two
clips were of four-minute and
eight-minute duration.
Adding fuel to the fire,
Bharatiya Janata Partyleader
Manjinder Singh Sirsa claimed
"highly obscene videos of
AAP minister Lal Chand
Kataruchak have been sub-
mitted to Governor Punjab".
In atweet, Sirsa claimed "the
minister has tendered his res-
ignation...." The CM, howev-
er, claimed he did notreceive
any resignation or video. He
said Khaira has earlier made
allegation against the food, civil
supplies and consumer affairs
minister Kataruchak regard-
ingappointment ofhis son as
his telephone attendant and
his nephew (sister-in-law's
son) as his special assistant
which was also baseless.
"Khaira should tell the
media thatif Kataruchak was

indulgingin any impropriety,
why did his political alliance
field Kataruchak as candi-
date in the 2019 Parliamen-
tary elections,” Mann asked.
Asplinter group of AAP, Pun-
jabDemocratic Alliance (PDA)
which wasled by Khairawho
later joined Congress, had
fielded Kataruchak (52) from
Gurdsapur in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections.

The CM said the allegations
showed that Opposition was
not getting any issues ahead
of the Lok Sabha bypoll in
Jalandhar. An MLA from Bhoa
in Pathankot, Kataruchak has
alsorejected Khaira's allega-
tions saying Khaira's mainjob
is to remain in the media by
creating sensationalism and
taking political mileage out of
it.

Khaira, however, said the
CM was running away from
giving satisfactory answers
to scandals by his ministers
like Kataruchak. He said by
doing this, Mann has "admit-
ted their guilt and is shame-
lessly defending their mis-
conduct and cheating".

The Congress leader said
there couldn’tbe amorelame
excuse offered by Mann to
defend Ministers like
Kataruchak saying why we
couldn’tfind faultin him dur-
ing 2019 LS elections. "How
would [ know in 2019 what a
person would do in 20237 It
shows the coward in CM,"
Khaira said in a tweet.

Leader of Opposition and
Congress leader Partap Singh
Bajwa said the charges made
by Khaira against the Cabinet
minister of AAP are very seri-
ous. "Irequest the Honourable
Governor to get an indepen-
dentinquiry done in the mat-
ter and make the name of
the tainted minister public. The
said minister should be
dropped till the time
inquiry...," hesaidin a tweet.

Police file chargesheet against Guj
conmanwho posed as PMO officer

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 2 MAY

The J&K Police on Tuesday
filed chargesheet against
Kiran Bhai Patel, a Gujarati
conman who was arrested as
he enjoyed VVIP treatment
after posing as a senior offi-
cer in the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO).

Srinagar Police said that
the chargesheet has been
filed in the court of ChiefJudi-
cial Magistrate (CJM) Srina-
gar.

The challan for cheating
against Patel has been filed
under the Sections 419, 420,
468,471,170, 120B of IPC and
Sections 3, 5 of Emblem &
Names (Prev of improper
use) Act 1950. He is Lodged
in the central Jail, Srinagar.

Patel had made a couple
of trips to Srinagar during the
past few months and enjoyed
the 5-star hotel facility at
the J&K UT government's
expenses, bulletproof car
and Z+ security cover of para-
military forces.

Himachal CM Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu with his family members after casting their votes.

women 6 for Scheduled caste
(including 3 women), while
14 are unreserved.

The polling that com-
menced at 8.00 am started
with alowkeynote due to the

inclement weather and rains
that played spoil spoilsport.

Atl0amitwas13.17 per-
cent, which gradually rose to
29.49 percentbynoon. How-
ever it picked up pace post

noon as the weather gotbet-
ter. The poll percentage that
was 43.60 percent at 2.00
pm rose to 58.43 percent
when the polling concluded.

Of the 34 wards in the

Shimla civic body, highest
polling 74.93 percent was
registered in Bhattakufar
Ward 23, while the lowest
voter turnout was in Jakhu
Ward 16 which was 42.79
percent.

Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhuwho
had represented Chotta Shim-
la ward twice as a councilor
cast his vote in the same
ward along with his family.

The results for the five-year
term municipal body will be
declared on 4 May.

The previous 2017 that
witnessed 57.8 percent polling
in the SMC elections had
been won by BJP for the first
time in 32 years. By winning
17 wards BJP had made a his-
tory by wresting power from
Congress thatwon 12 wards
while independents won 4
wards and CPI(M) won a sin-
gle ward.

Haryana’s GST
collectionupby 22 %

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 2 MAY

Goods and Services Tax (GST)
collection has gone up by 22
per centin Haryana, accord-
ingto the datareleased by the
Union finance ministry.

An official spokesperson
said the state's GST collec-
tionwas Rs 8,197 Crore in the
year 2022 and now this has
increased toRs 10,035 crore
in the year 2023.

"Compared to Haryana’s
GST collection with the neigh-
bouring states, Punjab has an
increase of 16 per cent, 17 per
cent in Himachal Pradesh,
eight per cent in Delhi and
five per cent in Rajasthan.
These figures clearly show that
Haryana’s growth rate is cer-
tainly more than these states,"
he added.

Expressing happiness over
the figures released by the
Union government, the Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar said Haryana has made
remarkable progressin GST
collection, which shows that

the state is progressing.

"Haryana is one of the
leading states on the para-
meters of economic devel-
opment. The state govern-
ment is giving all required
facilities to bigindustries as
well as Micro, Small and
Medium industries. The state
government has also
improved power availabili-
ty and connectivity to pro-
mote industries. A strong
network of roads and railways
is spread across the state," he
added.

The CM said the GST sys-
tem implemented in the
country on the concept of One
Nation-One Tax is very effec-
tive. Simplification of the GST
process has not only bene-
fited the entrepreneurs, but
the revenue of the govern-
ment is also increasing, he
added.

Khattar said more than 50
per cent of Haryana falls in
the National Capital Region
and the state government is
developing this area as a
logistics hub.
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