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the past, the governor told the
CM that people did not elect him
to run the state according to his
“whims and fancies” and that as
per the Constitution, he is
“bound to furnish” any informa-

PM Narendra Modi

Punjab governor Banwarilal 
Purohit, CM Bhagwant Mann

alliance for double-speak and
said they were “wrestling in Ker-
ala and allying in Tripura”. 

“They cannot do any develop-
ment except for filling their cof-
fers leaving people in penury.
Sanctioned funds will be utilised
for development of people only if
the BJP forms the government
for the second term,” Modi said.

He also said the over two dec-
ade-long stint of CPI(M) in
power, from 1993 to 2018, had
pushed Tripura to the “brink of
destruction”. 

“The first condition of devel-
opment is law and order. The
people of Tripura can never for-
get the chaos where every aspect
of life was at the mercy of cadres.
The Left treated people of Tri-

BHOPAL/GUNA:  An 18-year-old
girl was allegedly shot at by an
18-year-old boy who was later
found dead near railway tracks
in Madhya Pradesh’s Guna dis-
trict, police said on Monday.

While a probe into the boy’s
death is underway, a purported
note recovered from his posses-
sion said he was committing sui-
cide as the girl refused to accept
his proposal, police added. 

Guna city superintendent of
police (CSP) Shweta Gupta said
the boy fired at the girl, using a
countrymade pistol, during a
farewell party at her school on
Sunday afternoon. “She was
rushed to a hospital where her
condition is stable,” Gupta said.
“The cause of death is stated to
be head injury as suggested by
preliminary autopsy report.” 

Handwriting experts are try-
ing to ascertain if the note was
written by the boy, she said. HTC

STALKER SHOOTS AT 
TEEN, FOUND DEAD 
ON TRAIN TRACKS

Shashank Rao

shashank.rao@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A technical glitch
resulted in all doors of the Vande
Bharat train between Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) and Shirdi remaining
closed even after the train halted
at Thane station on Sunday
evening, officials said.

The incident took place days
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on February 10 flagged off
the CSMT-Shirdi Vande Bharat
train. PM Modi also flagged off
the CSMT-Solapur Vande Bharat
train on the same day.

A Central Railway (CR) offi-
cial, requesting anonymity, said
the train was delayed by 12 min-
utes owing to a glitch in the but-
ton meant to open the doors. As
the doors of the entire 16-car
semi high-speed premium train

did not open, passengers had to
walk to the guard’s cabin on the
rear side to get off the train.

“There was transient issue as
the train control software could
not sense that the train had
come to a complete halt at
Thane and therefore did not
allow doors to open as a safety
measure,” said the official. 

“This glitch was rectified at
Dadar, and thereafter there were
no problems in opening and
closing of doors.”

After the incident, several
people took to social media to
highlight the glitch. 

According to Railways offi-
cials, the Vande Bharat Express
between Mumbai and Solapur
covers the distance of around
450 km in 6.35 hours. 

The CSMT-Shirdi train covers
the distance of around 340 km in
5.25 hours. 

Doors of Vande Bharat 
remain shut after glitch

Priyanka Deb Barman 

letters@hindustantimes.com

AGARTALA:  On the penultimate
day of campaigning for the Tri-
pura assembly elections, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
that it was only a “double
engine”  — BJP at both the Cen-
tre and in the state — that could
usher in more development, and
lashed out at the Left-Congress
alliance, saying that they had
only worked to fill their own cof-
fers at the expense of the people.

Tripura will vote on February
16 and votes will be counted on
March 2, with the final day of
campaigning on February 14. 

Speaking to a packed crowd at
the Swami Vivekanand stadium
in Agartala, Modi said, “The peo-
ple of Tripura have witnessed
development in front of their
eyes. There is no home left in the
state where the BJP has not done
anything. That is why, people
have shown a red card to the
chanda (donation) and jhanda
(flag) government. People need
sabka saath, sabka vikaas.” 

Modi, who also held a road-
show, attacked the Left-Congress

pura as slaves and treated them-
selves as kings,” Modi said. 

He said the BJP had brought
Tripura back on the path to
development. “When our gov-
ernment is formed after Febru-
ary 16, construction of homes
will continue. We have allocated
₹80,000 crore in the central Bud-
get for homes for poor families.
We have provided water connec-
tions to four lakh families and
given LPG cylinders, Ayushman
cards and other benefits.”  

He also told Congress workers
that they had been attacked by
the Left cadre. “Will you forget
that? You have to save yourself
from them...  We believe in poli-
tics of change and not of
revenge,” Modi said. 

Reacting to the PM’s speech,
CPI(M) state secretary Jitendra
Chaudhury said, “What new
thing has PM said in his speech?
...His speech sounded like a party
leader and not a PM.” 

Congress leader Asish Kumar
Saha said, “The democracy is at
stake in the BJP regime. The
election has turned into a mock-
ery. We appeal to people to sup-
port us to restore democracy.”

{ TRIPURA ELECTIONS } ATTACKS CONG-LEFT ALLIANCE

Only double-engine govt can 
usher more development: PM

awaited. “We can assure you we 
are equally concerned about some
issues. Let us wait for some time 
and see what they do,” the bench 
told the lawyers.

The contempt plea in the mat-
ter has been filed by Advocate 
Association, Bengaluru, through 
advocate Amit Pai, highlighting 
several instances of pending 
appointments and unexplained 
holdover by the government. 

On Monday, two more
Supreme Court justices were 
sworn in, taking the top court to its
full working strength of 34 judges
for the first time since May 2022. 

With their appointments, the
government cleared seven new 
judges to the apex court in less 
than a week. During the last one 
week, the Centre also appointed 13
judges in various high courts, 
besides four new HC chief justices.

The expedition in the appoint-

ment followed a February 3 hear-
ing before the justice Kaul-led 
bench, which observed that the 
unexplained delay in clearing 
names recommended by the colle-
gium was creating “issues of faith”
between the judiciary and the 
executive. On that day, the court 
took strong exception to the gov-
ernment sitting over almost a 
dozen recommendations pertain-
ing to the transfer of high court 
judges and appointment of a chief
justice, making it clear that “any 
delay in transfers may result in 
administrative and judicial actions
which may not be palatable”. 

The February 3 hearing also
witnessed the bench pointing out 
the lack of consistency in the time
taken by the Centre to clear names.

The latest orders of appoint-
ments of the two judges who were
sworn in on Monday came in 10 
days whereas it took the govern-

Justices Rajesh Bindal and Aravind Kumar take oath as judges of 
the Supreme Court on Monday. PTI

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Taking note of the 
recent spate of judicial appoint-
ments following a hiatus and an 
executive-judiciary standoff, the 
Supreme Court on Monday 
decided to put off by two weeks the
hearing of a contempt plea against
delays by the Union government 
in appointing judges. 

“Some developments have
taken place after the last hear-
ing...We are posting this case after
two weeks now. Please, please 
make sure that most of what is 
expected is done by that time,” a 
bench headed by justice Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul told the counsel 
appearing for the Centre. 

The government’s lawyer, on
his part, had requested for an 
adjournment since attorney gen-
eral (AG) R Venkataramani was 
not available to argue the matter. 

Accepting the plea, the bench,
also comprising justices Manoj 
Mishra and Aravind Kumar, said it
will hear the matter on March 2. 

During the brief hearing, senior
counsel Arvind Datar and advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan flagged 
some pending recommendations
for appointment of high court 
chief justices, the transfer of 
judges, and a few names which the
Centre was yet to appoint despite 
collegium’s reiteration. 

To this, the bench said that in
some of the cases, approvals of the
state government were still 

ment almost two months to clear 
the previous batch of five judges.

On February 2, Union law min-
ister Kiren Rijiju told Parliament 
that no timeline can be set down 
for filling up of vacancies of the 
judges in the constitutional courts,
flagging that several high courts 
are in breach of the six-month 
deadline for making recommen-
dations for anticipated vacancies.

On Thursday, Rijiju informed
the Rajya Sabha that there is no 
proposal to bring a new law on 
judicial appointments, even as he
pressed for the necessity to have a
search-cum-evaluation committee
(SEC) with a government’s nomi-
nee in it for bringing in more 
transparency and objectivity in the
process of judicial appointment 
through the collegium system.

Over the last few months, Rijiju
has said the Constitution did not 
envisage a collegium system of 
judges appointing judges and that
top court judges spend too much 
time in the selection process.

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhank-
har also questioned the top court 
for striking down in 2015 the 
National Judicial Appointments 
Commission Act which sought to
give the government a greater role
in judicial appointments.

In its response, the Supreme
Court in December advised gov-
ernment functionaries to “exercise
control”, and stressed that the 
Union government is bound to fol-
low the collegium system “to a T” 
because that is the law of the land.

Do what’s expected: SC to 
govt on Collegium picks

DEHRADUN:  A first case under
Uttarakhand’s new anti-copying
law was registered in Uttarkashi
district accusing a man, some
unidentified aspirants and a
news portal of “spreading misin-
formation” about the question
paper of revenue sub-inspector
(Patwari/Lekhpal) exam, a police
officer said on Monday. 

A first information report
(FIR) was registered at Kotwali
police station in Uttarkashi on
Sunday night, days after the
stern anti-copying law, with pro-
vision of life sentence for guilty,
was brought through an ordi-
nance. The Uttarakhand Com-
petitive Examination (Measures
for Prevention and Redressal of
Unfair Means in Recruitment),
2023 Ordinance was promul-
gated by chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami on Thursday and
got governor Lt Gen (retd) Gur-
mit Singh’s assent a day later. 

“We have filed the FIR under
the new anti-copying ordinance
at Kotwali police station against
an identified candidate (Arun
Kumar) and others appearing in
the Patwari/Lekhpal (exam) at a
polytechnic college and a news
portal for spreading misinfor-
mation that seal of the question
papers was opened before it was
distributed among candidates,”
said Uttarkashi superintendent
of police (SP) Arpan Yaduvanshi.

SHO Kotwali police station
Dinesh Kumar said attempts are
being made to identify unnamed
accused and the news portal.

“The accused, influenced by
malice, intentionally dissemi-
nated false, misleading exam
related information on a social
media portal,” said the FIR. HTC

FIRST F.I.R. LODGED  
UNDER U’KHAND 
ANTI-COPYING LAW

Gurpreet Singh Nibber 

gurpreet.nibber@hindustantimes.com 

CHANDIGARH: The ongoing tus-
sle between Punjab governor
Banwarilal Purohit and chief
minister Bhagwant Mann esca-
lated on Monday, with the
former questioning a state gov-
ernment appointment and the
selection of school principals for
a training trip to Singapore. In a
sharp response, Mann said his
government is only answerable
to Punjabis and not a Centre-ap-
pointed governor.

The row erupted after Purohit

sent a letter to the chief minister
asking for details on the selec-
tion of government school prin-
cipals sent to Singapore for a
training seminar, saying he had
received complaints of “mal-
practices and illegalities”.

Purohit also questioned the
appointment of Gurinderjit
Singh Jawanda as Punjab Infor-
mation and Communication
Technology Corporation Limited
chairman, pointing out that his
name figured in a kidnapping
and property grabbing case.

Claiming that Mann “never
cared to reply” to his letters in

tion sought by Raj Bhavan.
He asked Mann to reply to his

letter within a fortnight.
Taking to Twitter, Mann said

his government is accountable
only to the 30 million residents
of the state. “Honourable Gover-
nor Sir, your letter was received
through the media... all the
issues mentioned in the letter
are State subjects... According to
the Constitution, I and my gov-
ernment are accountable to 3
crore (30 million) Punjabis and
not any governor appointed by
the central government,” Mann
said in a tweet in Punjabi. “Treat

this as my reply.”
The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP)-led Punjab government
had sent 36 government school
principals to a professional
teacher training seminar in Sing-
apore from February 6 to 10.

“I have received complaints in
respect to the selection of princi-
pals for sending them to Singa-
pore for training,” the governor
said in his letter. “The complain-
ants point out certain malpracti-
ces and illegalities in the selec-
tion of these principals. The alle-
gation is that there is no
transparency.”

Punjab CM, Guv spar over  principals’ selection for trip

Notice Inviting e-Tender

The Executive Engineer E & M Unit, AUD invites on behalf of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
University Delhi item rate e-tenders on two bid system for following work:-
NIT No. 04/EE/EMU/AUD/2022-23 Name of Work: “Supplying, Installation,
Testing & Commissioning of special lights such as high bay lights, track lights
and motorised projector in Work Shop No. 5 at Kashmere Gate Campus of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University Delhi”. Estimated Cost: Rs. 5,24,987/-, Earnest
Money: Rs. 10,500/-, Period of completion: 30 days, Last date and time of
online submission of bid 28.02.2023, 12 noon. The bid forms and other details
can be obtained from the website https://govtprocurement.delhi.govt.in/
www.aud.ac.in.
Addendum/Corrigendum if any shall be hosted online only.

Executive Engineer (Civil)

Lothian Road, Kashmere Gate, Delhi-110006, Email: hr@aud.ac.in

Directorate of Higher Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi
DIP/Shabdarth/0608/22-23

Haryana State Electronics Dev. Corp. Ltd.
S.C.O. 111-113, 4th Floor, Sector 17-B,

Chandigarh-160017
Phone No. 0172-2545479

Engagement of Company Secretary
Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for
the position of Company Secretary purely on contract
basis for six months extendable further based on
performance of the candidate. “The Candidate should
be a member of the Institute of Company Secretaries of
India with atleast two years post qualification experience
in Corporate, Secretarial, Legal and Administrative
matters. Candidate should be fully conversant with
the provisions of the Companies Act including latest
amendments incorporated in the Act. Preference will be
given to the candidates having additional qualification
of LL.B. The complete application form alongwith
demand draft of Rs. 1180/- in favour of Haryana State
Electronics Dev. Corpn. Ltd. should reach the office of
AMD, HARTRON, S.C.O. 109-110 (2nd Floor), Sector
17-B, Chandigarh by 4.00 PM on or before 27.02.2023.
The application form & other details can be downloaded
from the website of HARTRON i.e. www.hartron.
services.com.

Addl. Managing Director
RO NO- 1056/11/28/2023/15657/19/7
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