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I GOVT & POLITICS

Lanka, Pulwama steeled our

term of this gvernment.

ON MISSION ABROAD

VWHILE INCHA and Pakistan have not held bilateral talkes for
the lastthree-and-halfyears, External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swrara] and her Fakiztan counterpart, Shah Mahmood Qureshi,
were seen sitting next to each other at a hotel in Bishkek,
Kyroyzstan, on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation
Urzanisation [5C0) foreizn ministers' meeting, Acures of the
twio ministers surfaced on social media afterthe meeting, This
15 Swara) s last visit as External Affairs Minister during the

MEDIA SHY

LOK SABHA secretany-general Snehlata Shrivastay was ini-
nally reluctant to address the customary press conference
ahead of formation of the neww House. While she thought a
press releasze would be enough, Shmvastav's aides felcthat a de-
parture from past practice would notbe comect, and thus she
needed tointeract with the media. A= the top official of the
Lawwver House, wha is often called upon to drafc rulings for the
Speaker to settle contentious issues, Shrivastav understands
thata “precedent” is best followed.

(3ENTLE REMINDER

ASTHE election fever reache sit=s pinnacle on the resulc day, the
Union Ministry of Information and Eroadcasting on
Wednesday 1ssued an adwizory to private channels and re-
minded non-news channels that their licensing azreement
does not allows them to broadcast news, The advizory, it is
learned, was put out as a reminder for non-news channels
that they have siven an undertaking not to sh®w any news,
whichwould mean thatthey should nat announce seat num-
bers, or other rezult-related information on Thursday.

Break-in reported at IAF
Rafale team’s Paris office

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, MAY 22

THE FARIS office of the team
monitonng the deal for 36 Rafale
fizhter aircraft from France was
broken in on Sunday.

The matter is currently un-
der the investization of Faris po-
lice and no documents have
been reported tobe stolen.

“The incident accurred on
sunday whenthe office of the
Rafale PMT [Project Monitoring
Team ), which is situated inside
the Classault campus was bro-
ken into It was not the only of-
fice whichwasbroken into in
the campus. The matter izbeing
investigated by the police, and

The matteriscurrenily
under inmvestization of
and nodocuments
were reporied siolen

told The indian Express,

LAF has a PIT, headed by a
Group Captain, in France to
monitor the implementation of
the deal which was signed in
September 2016,

The hr=t of the 36 Rafale
hizhter Jet= is to be delivered in
September this year.

The deal has been contrdver-
sial withthe matter re achingz the
supreme Court, which has re-
senved Its Judgment on a review

resolve to fight terror: Sushma

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEWY DELHI, MAY 22

INCHA ON Wednesday said the
bombings in5ri Lanka at a time
when the wounds of the
Pubwama terror attackwere still
raw in people’s mind have made
itmore determined toresolutely
fizht azainst terrorism.

Addressing the meeting of
the Shangzhai Cooperation
Orrzanization Council of Foreign
bMinisters in Kyroyzstan capital
Bizhkek, External Affairs
bMinister Sushnia Swara said
Indiai= determined to consis-
tently strengthen cooperation
within the 5C0 framework for
comprehensive, cooperative and
sustainable security.

“Our heart goes out to our
brathers and sisters of SriLanka,
who have recently witnesszed
the ghastly act of terronsm. Our
wounds of Pubwama attack were
=till raw and the news from the
neighbourhood has made us
more determined to resolutely
fight against thiz menace”
Swiaral said atthe meeting al=o
attended by Pakiztan Foreign
Minister Shah  Mahmood
Churesha.

Swaraj said India 1= open to
ideas on how we can make the
wiork of Regional Anti-Terrorism
structure [RATS), which speah-
cally deals vath is5ues relatninz to
cecurity and defence, more ef-
fectmve.

In=pite of aturbulent dobal
scenario, SC0 member states

External Affairs Minister Sushima Swargj with other leaders, inkluding Pakistan’s Shab
WMahrnood Qureshi, at the S3CO meet, in Bishlkels, KyrgyzstanonWednesday. et

have been steadily expanding
mutually benehicial cooperation
invarious spheres, ncluding po-
litical, =ecurity and develop-
ment, Swara) said.

She said that India is comnit-
ted to continue working for a
favourable emvironment for the
SCO member countries’ eco-
nomic activities and to intensify
wiork on the relevant 5CO docu-
ments dealing with economic
and trade cooperation.

“India subscribes to a rule-
based, transpare nt, non-discnm-
inatory, open and inclusive mul-
tilateral trading sy=tem, centred
around the World Trade
Crzanisation, and imnmby oppose
unilateralism and protection-
iI=m,” she zaid, amid the trade
war between China and the US,

Swiara) sald saence and tech-
nology-led innovation and the

AGUSTAWESTLAND CHOPPER CASE

ED files charges against
‘agent’ Sushen Gupta

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, MaY 22

THE ENFORCEMENT Chrectorate
(ECY) on Wednesday hled a sup-
plementary chargesheet before
a Crelhi special court against al-
leged defence agent Sushen
Mohan Gupta, allzzing that the
accused is directly connected to
laundering of kickbacks inthe
AugustaWestland WYIF chopper
deal case.

The chargesheet, filed before
special Judgze Arvind Kumar,
ctates that Gupta had direct deal-
ings with /s Interstellar
Technolomes, and the kackbadks
wiere allegedbytransferred tosev-
eral entities or people.

Cupta, arrested under the
Frevention of Money Lagndenng
ActonMarch23 iz injudiaal cus-

vided to ECtby Rajeev Saxena,

The ELthad arrested 5axena
in Januany this year. Heis acoused
of floating several companies to
route kackbacks to“various polit-
ical persons, bureaucrats and Alr
Force official=". The R= 3.600-
crore d eal was for the purchase
of 12 AW101 helicopters for the
Indian Air Force.,

Gupta's arrest i= the third ma-
Jor development inthe case. In
Crecember 2018, the EC had ex-
tradited Britich national Michel
Chn=tan, akey accused, fromthe
UAE The 54-year-old is accused
of brokeringthe deal .

Earlier, the agency had
daimed during Sushen Gupta'’s
custodial remand that he was
“miszuiding the imvestization by
dehberately sranzwrongz expla-
nation of abbreviations in his di-
anes, inwhich the abbreviation

diztal econonmy are the key ar-
easwhich could play an impor-
tantrole in the longz-term inclu-
sive and sustainable growth,
Swyara] said Indiais commit-
ted to regional connectivity
which 1= evident from its in-
vohement inthe International
Morch-5outh Transport Corridor,
Chabahar Port, Achgzabat
Agreement and India-MMyanm ar-
Thailand Trilateral Hizhwray.
“We have also opera-
tionalized air freizht cornidors
between Kabul and Kand ahar
and New Crelhi and Mumbaiin
2017, We we lcome regional con-
nectrity Initiatves, that are in-
clusnve, sustainable, transp arent
and respecttheprinciples of sov-
ereignty and territorial in-
tegrity,” Swara] said, apparenty
referring to India’s objection to
the China-Pakistan Economic

Cornidor which passes through
Falastan-occupied Kashmir,

She said India supports ini-
tiatives for capacity building. hu-
man resource development and
fostering greater interaction
among the youth of the rezion,
India, she =aid, i1= ready toshare
itz expertize with other 5C0
members in such held = as azri-
culture, medicine, Information
Technology, space and finance.

“India stands committed to
amy process, which can help
Afghaniztan emerge as a united,
peacelul, secure, stable, inclusrve
and economically vibrant nation,
with guaranteed zender and hu-
man rights. I wishto once again
underscore the importance India
attaches to SC0O Afzhanistan
Contact Group and welcome an
early conclusion..” =aid the
Union mimster,
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2016 SIMI JAILBREAK FALLOUT

Chouhan takes on
Cong MLA who
wants rules relaxed

MILINDGHITWAI
BHOPAL MAY 22

A CONGRESS legislator's de-
mand from his government to
ease restrictions in the BEhopal
Central Jaillimposed in the wake
of the alleged 2016 jailbreak by
members of the banned
students Ilamic Movement of
India (51041 has prompted for-
mer Chie fiinister Shivra) Singh
Chouhan on Wednesday to ac-
cuse the MLA ofbatting for ter-
rorists,

inthe intervening might of
October 31-Movember 1, 2016,
eizht 5IMI members had al-
legedly escaped fromthe Facility
after killing a head constable,
They were gunned down within
hours, not very far from the
prizon. Security measures in the
prszon had been tightened after
the incident.

Un Tuesday, Bhopal [ Central)
MLA Anif Masood had daimed
that relatres of bMuslim prison-
ers were not being allowed to
bring food fortheir kin and nor
was the prison administration
making any arranzements for
roza ifrori [breaking the fastdur-
ing the month of KEamzan),

In avideothat surfaced on
socal media, the legislator was
heard =ayinz that he had asked
Chief Mimster Kamal Mathtore-
m e the Cirector General [Jails)
for for denyinz food broughtby
relatrves of prisonerby ciing se-
cunty concerns. "1 told the CM,

vou deade, or else lwill decide ”
Masood is heard =aying.

Former Chief binister Shivra)
sinzh Chouhan was quicktotake
pxshos at Masood. dlesing that
he was advocating the cause of
temonsts. “Itwill emboldenter-
rovists The Congress hasbacked
terrorists inthe past.” he =aid
adding that he wondered how a
legislator could threaten the CM.

Chwyningz up to his threat,
Mazood told The imdion Express
IC was wirong to deny eatables to
700 Muslim prizoners by citing
a 5IMI threat. Hiting back at
Chouhan, Masood asked, “does
he consider all prizoners terror-
15t=7 In Bhopal jail out of 3,200
prizoners only 700are Muslims,
Across all jails, the total number
of bMuslims i= onby around 20 per
cent.”

When contacted, DG {]ail=)
Sanay Chaudhary said the MLA
was under the wrong impres-
=100, “Itold him only the govern-
ment cantake acall The instruc-
tions from the zovernment are
awaited,” he said.

“Arif Mazood did notusethe
wiord terrorists. He spoke about
easing restrictions for prisoners
of all relizions,” the Chief
Minister's media coordinator
Marender Saluja said.

Home  Minister Eala
Bachchan said he was aware of
the matter and the zove mment
wiould take a call after resulcs for
the Lok 5abha elections are an-
nounced and the model code of
conduct is lifted.

Latest satellite adds to India’s observation
capabilities in all weather conditions

AMITABH SINHA
FUME, MAY 22

THERISAT-Z2E satellite, launched
by the Indian Space Research
Crrzanisation (I5R0) Wed nesday
morning, addsto India's capabil -
ity to observe the earth in all
we athers and all conditions. The
RISAT, orradar mazng satellite,
1= equipped with a sensor
known as 'synthetic aperture
radar’, that takes what are
knowm as 'radar images'.

wery much like the Aash-
lizhts of the camera, which re-
lease visible light toilluminate
an object and then use the re-
Aected light to create an image,
the synthetic aperture radar
send out hundreds of radio siz-
nals every second towards the
subject [in this case, the earth)
and capture the reflected =iznals
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[SRO's PSLV-C4B]carrying the RISAT-2B observaton lifts of f
from Snbarilax@ in Nellore distrw t on Wednesday. 77t

tobuild areal image.

Because the very lanze wave-
lenzth radio waves are not ob-
structed by cloud =, dustor sim-

able images during day and
nizht and all =eazons.

I5K0 =aid the images taken
by RISAT-2B wiould be u=ed for

EXPLAINED

ment support. But services of
such satellites are also in great
demand from national security
azendies aswell,

Twiasatellites in RISAT series
have earlier been launched by
I5R0. RISAT-2 was the first one
to be launched, in 2009 while
RISAT-1, which had got delayed.,
was launched only in 2012,
RISAT-1 1 nolonger operatnonal.

After avery longtime, ISR0 s
FsLY rocket was used tolaunch
Just one satelle Into space. Inre-
cent times, I5R0 has been

nodocuments haebeenstolen  pettionalleminzcorruptionand  todyatpresent. Hewasamested  'RG finds mentioninmamy pazes o areate a radio image, which  ilar other obstacles in the applications in agriculture,  launching multiple satellites at
from the office,” official sources  wrongdoing, onthe basis of information pro-  ."the Elthad stated, can then be used by computers  atmosphere, they produce reli-  forestry and dizaster manage- onego
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